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fave Fata Ghrift, and Him crucifite. To 


7 ES S the Underſtandin i the bi belt Pa- 
2 AS A $4 culty of che Reaſorable 2 — 80 
8 Knowledge is the nobleſt Act of that 


OS Faculty, - — without which it is with- 
oF 11 out its proper End and Employ, and 
the whole Man is without a n 3 and * 


1 mg 8 2530 


Ant wiKnowbdge is the proper Baſineſs of that 
arent Faculty,” ſo the Value of that Knowledge, is 


according'to the * about which it is exerciſed, 
LR: AT ACCORD- 


5 


of the Thin . to be known there ariſeth a Diver- 
1 Ras 8 


Knowledge were condemned: Moſer's, Learning 
was + not charged wpon rus of * ; Paul's Learn - 


6 _ Of the\ Knopledge 


ACCORDING to the various Values and Degrees 


ſity "of dhe Value Gf That Kang ſee Vis de 
is of a Thi hing ES, 2 h br ful TIES muſt 
needs be be a more ob , i, pretibus 1 7 


a 


* 


Wakes excellent Underſtandings es bes con- 


verſant about ſome Truths, which are of no Mo- 


ment, whether known or n s concerning the 
preciſe Time of this S be Patte in ſuch a 


prophane Hiſtory, the Criticiſm of this or that 
Latin'Woid, abd the lj rer by Ac- 
cident, they may be of Uſe, when oy to ſome 

other Matter of Moment; yet in themſelves have 
little Value, becauſe of little Uſe. Others have ſpent 
their 8 in acquiring Knowledge in ſome 


e eee in tn Bak; We e 


lation — —— of 7 Weights, Lines ; 


the Generations of Metals: And theſe as they diſ- 
cover the Wiſdom of the great Creator, or relate tõ 
publick Uſe, have great Worth in them; but in 
themſelves, they are not of that Worth, as Truths 
of either an 38 or more ale, or ani Na. 
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I. Nor to now any Thing. Not as if all other 
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ing was not condemned, but uſeful ta him; to be: 
owing in our Calling, in the Diſpoſitions of: 
Perſons, in the Laws under which we live, in the 
modeſt and ſober Enquiries of Nature and Arts, 
are not only not condemned, but commended, and: 
ſuch as tend to the ſetting forth the Glory of the 
Gon of- Wiſdom, Even the Diſcretion of the 
Huſbandman CoD owns as bis, Ia, xxviii. 26. 
Fer bis Go das infirutt him ie Diſerition, and 
deth lasch hin. Byt we. muſt determine. to know 
nothing in compariſon oſ that other Knowledge. of 
Chrift e As the: Apoſtle counted what Things. 
were Gain, yet to be Loſs for Chriſt, Phil. iii. 7. 
So we are to eſteem that Knowledge of other 
Things otherwiſe excellent, uſeful, admizable, 

et to be but Folly, and vile in Compariſon of the: 
Knowledge of Cg. And this requires 


, © 7 oo 3” > Pg + Fo 
1. A TRUE and right Eſtimate of the Halue ef 
the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus above other Knowledge; 
and conſequently. an; infiyite e thereof be · 
fore all other Knowledge :. For the 8 off 
Chriſi: excells moſt WN in all the enſuing 
Particulars, but excells all Knowledge in ſame, 
and thoſe of moſt Concernment. 


1. In the Certainty of it. Moſt other Know- 
ledges. ate either ſuch; as e take in by our Senſe; 
and Experience; and therein, though it is true, 
that the groſs Part of our Knowledge, that is 
neareſt to our Senſe, hath ſomewhat. of certainty 
in it, yet when we come to collect, that Know- 
gs into general Concluſions, or to make De · 
duCtions, and Determinations from them, then, 
we fail, and hence grew the Difference between 
many Philoſopers. The Knowledge that we 
draw from Senſe, is but ver narrow, if it is ſtaid: 
there: For the Fornm of Things, the, Matter or, 


A _ Subſtance, 


8 "Of the” DEAD 


Subſtance, which is the gubject of 8 are not 
eaſily perceptible by Senſe; We fee the Colour, 
and the Figure, and the Variations of that, bot 
we do from thence only make Conjectures concen- 
ning een ma me und) _ EEE 


- AND as to that we receive by Tradition; 5 
ther Hiſtorical or Doctrinal; the former depends 
upon the Credit of the Relator, which commonly 


_ depends upon | another's Credit, and ſo vaniſheth- | 


into much Uncertainty, unleſs the Authors be very 
Authentical and Eye-witneſſes: And as to Matters 
Doctrinal, ſtill that depends upon the Opinion of 
a Man, it may be, deduced upon weak Convicti- 
ons, croſſed by Perſons of as 
and ſo breeds — and 

the Knowledge. But in the Knowledge 

we have greater Wich than, can 9 . in 
* of all _ We 


iſlatisfaction in 


Fir, A CONSTANT: Tradition 8 . 
by Wions, before He came, that the Mia: 
was to come ; ua e eee 

dn. i 


” Second, Tux Apoſtles, 1 and Dic. 

ciples, that were purpoſely choſen to be Wit- 
neſſes of Chri/t, His — nme aon 
ing, and Reſurrection. 


Dira, Tas Miracles He ad, Gare are — 
ſed to us, by a greater Conſent of Teſtimony, 
than any aan reer * _ An. 
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ene Tur Purity ofHis Dodrine}/ keen 


never attained to by the Philoſophers; nor ever any 
n in * leaſt Meaſure, impeach or ” 2 
1 8 | * 
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reat Judgments, 


of Chriſt, 
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* of CunrisT Crucified. 9 
Fifth, Tux Prophecies, a moſt undeniable Argu- 


nientfor| it is not capable of any Fraud or Impoſture. 


Stb, Tas wonderful preuailing that the Know- 
lodge of Chrift had upon tbe World, and this not 
y in Fact, but Sane wn a Proghery, that i is 


bold de ſo. 


TY 


Seventh, Tas e . and Sym- 
metry, that this Myſtegy of Chriſ makes in the 
whole Method of 2 e of Gop'in the 
World, as will be eaſily obſer vable upon. the 
Collation of theſe Things r: . 
Fall; the Law; the State of che Ne the 
of the Soul; the Neceſſicy of a Satis- 
fadtion for in; the Types and Sacrifices ; che Pro- 
pheſies ; the Rejection of the Jet; the Calling - 
of the Gentiles ; the Pr of the Goſpel to the 


ner diſcovered Parts of World ſuccefvely as 


difcovcred.. A due Collegion being made of all 

it will appear that the Dog- 
trine of::Chrift GMs, amd! Him cxucified, is that 
which makes the Diſpenſation of Gon towards ch 
Children of Men to be all of a Piece, one Thing 
in order ebe and Ebrift the Mediator, | in 


Win 1 had ed tin » 
Eighth, Bxs1Dzs 6 PRI ee; 
| there bears Witneſs to this Truth, the ſecret Py. 
erful Witneſs of the Spirit of Gop convincing 
Soul of the Truth of Chris, beyond all the 
Perſuaſiong in the World, beyond the — 
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10 ' Of: the Knowledge 
| 2 As in the Certainty, ſo in the OI and 
fs of the Truth. The moſt excellent Subjects 
wy other Knowledge have long Windings, before 
à Man can come at them; and are of a Diffi- 
culty and Abſtruſeneſs, that as every Brain is not 
fit for the acquiring it, ſo much Labour is required 
in the beſt of Judgments, to attain but a com- 
petent Meaſure of it it : Witneſs the Studies of 
Arithmetick, | „Natural Philoſophy, Me- 
taphyſicks, &c. wherein great Labour hath been 
taken to our Hands, to make the Paſſages more 
eaſy, and yet ſtill they are full of Diff cuſty. But 
in this wiedge it is otherwiſe: As it ie a 
Knowledge fined; for univerſal Uſe, che bringing 
of Mankind to Gon, ſo-it. is fitted with: an univer- 
fal Convenience for that Uſe, drag any . la- 
pe cf - C'3 * 4:49 F> JICHZ I 54 13 -; 43 q 
5 111 70 5 Tg 5 4112 1 } $171 ito 
js ed God to Abe a Dofitine of an eaſy: 
Aequilielons 1. That no Fleſheſhould glory in his 
Sight, 2. That the Way to Salvation, being a)com- 
mon Thing propounded to all e 
Ane as ID PYGET OH: SEC ee e ent e 
e d of n to met) 
: "; Beben 04 t . given. Ae 985 
thou ſhalt he ſa ved. Bb and thou ſhalt be 22 
> ty Glory. John vi. 40. This is be Will of 
t ſent me, that every one that ſeeth the Son umd be- 
| tieveth on Him, may have Aer A. 4 and I will 
rage ms 7 18 be loft Top. L 18 1 A 
„ * i 
12 As in the Certainty — Plainneſs, ſo in * 
Soblimiey and Loftineſs of the Subject: But the 
Subject of this Knowledge is of the higheſt Con- 
ſideration, Almighty Gop; the Diſpenſation of his 
 Counſelitquching Man in reſerenoe to his w__ 
ing Condition ; the true Meaſure of and 
8 OA AI the Son of Gov 
an 


of CuR1sT Crucified. 11 


and his miraculous Incarnation, Death, Reſurrec- 
tion and Aſcenſion ; the great Covenant between 

the Eternal Gop and fallen Man _ ſealed, 
and confirmed in Chr . 8 


E Tun Means of the Diſcharge and Satisfation 
of the Breach of the Law of God ; the State of 
the Soul after Death in Bleſſedneſs or Miſery : 
Theſe and many of theſe are the Subject of that 
Knowledge that is revealed in the Knowledge 
of Chrift, ſuch as their very Matter ſpeaks them 
to be of a moſt high Nature: Such as never fell 
under the Diſcovery, or ſo much as the Diſquiſiti- 
on of the wiſeſt Philoſophers ; and ſuch as the 
Angels of Heaven defire to ook into, T Pet. i. 12. ara 
behold with Admiration that manifold Wiſdom of 
(50D, which is er E dee . Kur N 


nn word eh 99% 


4. the it are ei i * wa 
cablimes: ſo they are of fingular Uſe. There are ma- 
ny Pieces © nn in the World that are 
converſant about high Subjects: As, that Part 
of Natural Philoſophy concerning the Heaven, and 
the Soul; the abſtruſer Parts of the Mathema- 
ticks. But as the Knowledge of the Subject is 
ſcarce acceſſible, ſo when it is known, there is 
no more Uſe of it: But here is the Privile; 1 - 
the Knowledge of Clriſt Feſus, that as it is of E 
nence and Height, ſo it is ot Uſe and Convenience, | 
and that in the higheſt Meaſure; as it is 4 Prarl 
ſor Beauty, ſo it is ſor Value. This Knowledge 
is of univerſal Uſe and Convenience. In rete- 
rence to this Life: Am I in Want, in Contempt, 
in Prifop, in Bapiſhment, in Sickneſs, in Death? 
Ibis Knowledge gives, me Patience, Cheerfulneſe, 
Keſl nation of myſelf to his Will, who hath ſealed 
eace with im, and Fayour from Him, ia 
p N the 


12 Of the Knowledge 


the Grent Covenant of his Son and I can live 
upon this, though I were ready to ſtarve ; when [ 
am aſſured that if it be for my Good and the Glo: 
ry 92 his Name, I ſhall be deliveted; If not, 1 
can be content, ſo my Jewel, the peace of Gop, 
and my on Conſcience, by the Blood of CBriſi 
be ſafe; Am in Wealth, Honour, Power, Great- 
neſs, Eſteem in the World? This 283 | 
_teacheth me Humility, as knowing from whom 1 
recelved it: Fidelity, as knowing to whom I — 
| 


account- for it: Watchfulneſs, as knowing the 
Honour of my Loxp is concerned in my Carriage, 
and that the higher my Employment is, thermore 
obnoxious Tam to Temptation from without, from 
them that watch for my Halting, and from within, 
by a deceitful Heart: And in all it teacheth me 
not to over value it, nor to value myſelf the more 

7 it or for it; becauſe the Knowledge of Chr, 


eſus preſents me with a continual Object of a 

igher Value, the Prize of the in oh uk Calling: of 
Go in Ge: It teacheth me to | 
Glory of the World as Ruſt, in See of i 
the great Gop. And as in reference to my 
temporal Condition, this Knowledge of Chri/t 
is of ſingular Uſe: So it guides: me in A 1 | 
e of all Relations. 


Fil, To Gov ; it nts Him abt me bol 
py Majeſty, yet full of Love, which teacheth me | 
— and yet ous with en, Love 


7 To: Man; Juſtice; * ö | every Man, 
bis Due, for ſo the Knowledge of 5.7 teacheth iſ 
mes Do as ye would be done b n : 


: I in en, Uſe to n e 


— ; d 
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in the enjoyning of them; a right Uſe of the 
World, an 4 a Contempt of or 4 
Ir makes Death not terrible, beds a files Par. 
ſage to Life: Here I find a Way to get all my Sins 
pardoned, whereas without this, all the World 
cannot contrive a Satisfaction for one; I find a wa 
to obtain ſuch a Righteouſneſs of Gop in Chrift. 
Here I find, the Means, and only Means; to avoid 
che Terror 'of the Judgment of the great Day; e- 
| verlaſting Life unto all Eternity, 755 the Bleffed 
$ Gov, and our Loxp Feſus Chrif?, and all the Bleſ- 
m {cd Angels, and the Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
i, fecd. hus this Knowledge is uſeful for this Life, 
ne and that which is to come, and that in the high- 
re et Degree; which all other wade comes 
74 | ſhort of. l 


of W F. Ix the Diinition of i it. Many Subjefls 6 & 
Knowledge there are, wherein by Time, or at 
of lealt by Death, the Knowledge proves unuſeful, 
ny or the Labour therein unprofitable. For inſtance, 
%a ſtudy to be very exact in Natural Philoſophy, the 
2-8 mixtures of Qualities, Elements, and a thouſand 
ſuch Enquiries : What uſe will this be, when the 
World with the Works thereof, ſhall be burnt up? 
u!l Or if it ſhould not, what great Benefit would this 
ne be to a ſeparate Soul? which doubtleſs ſhall either 
ve know much more therein, without any Pains, and 
- WH fo the Labour here be loſt, or it ſhall be ſuch a 
Knowledge as will be uſeleſs to it : And ſo, for the 
Studies of Policy, Metheds of War, Mechanical 
Experiments, Languages, Laws, Cuſtoms, Hiſto- 
ries ; all theſe within one Minute after Death will 
be as uſeleſs as the Knowledge of a Taylor or 
Shoe- maker: They are all dated for the conveni- 
ence of this Life, and with it they vaniſh. But 
here is the Advantage 0 this * 1 


Vol. XXX. 


Fo 
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as it ſerves for this Life, ſo it ſerves for that ta 
come; the higher Meaſure thereof I attain here, 
the greater Meaſure of Glory hereafter. As the 


more Knowledge: I have of the Myftery of Chr 


here, the greater is my Admiration of the Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs, and Love of Gop; the greater 
my Joy and Complacence, and Delight in that 
Sightand Senſe, and the more my Soul carried out 
an Love, and Praiſe, and Obedience unto Him: 
So in the Life to come, that Knowledge ſhall im- 
prove, and conſequently the Senſe of the Wiſdom, 
Mercy and Love of Gon, and the Flame of Love, 
and Praiſe, and Delight, and Joy in Him, ſhall in- 
creaſe unto all eternity. N 


2. As the Knowle: e Jaſus and Him 
cruciied, thus excells all other Knowledge, and ſo 
in compariſon thereof, all other — 2 is as 
nothing; So the Soul being rightly convinced there - 
of, ſets a higher Price upon that Knowledge, than 
upon all other; it prizeth it highly in itſelf, and 
others; reckons: all other Knowledge without it, 
but a curious Ignorance, and contents itſelf a- 
J 05, 


3. Bic ausg chat which is of moſt Concern- 
ment requires my greateſt Diligence to attain it, 
I am greedy to ſpend more Time in attaining this; 
and I will, rob .ather Studies of the Time, that 
might condaecto the Knowledge of them, rather than 
thoſe Studies auſd conſume that Time, that ſhould 
tbe allotted to this. My Time is part of that Ta- 
lent, which my Maker hath put into my Hand, 
und for which He will at the great Day demand an 
Account; and if I have ſpent that Talent in un- 
profitable Employments, or in leſs profitable than 
Toa, my .arrear is ſo much the greater: If I 
-baye conſumed-my Time in ſtudying my Prefer- 

| 3 288 - „ ment 
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of unis r Crucified. 15 
ment Honour, or Wealth; in ſtudying how to pleaſe 
myſelf; which I might have ſpent in the Study of 


rift, I have committed FR 


Firſt, Los r my Talent of Time and Opportu- 
nity, for which I am. accountable, as miſpent. 


Second, Los that Advantage which I had it 
my Hand to improve my Intereſt in Gon, Zak 
Favour from Him, and Love to Him; and though 
T have done ſo. much, as may perchance preſerve 


the Main, yet I have omitted ſo much as might 
have increaſed my Stock of Grace and Glory; 


my Talent might have gained Ten, and at moſt 
It hath galneT e © + -:- 55 


And ſurely when Death comes, the moſt com+ - 
fortabte Hours, that can return to our Memories, 


2 


will be thoſe. we ſpent in improving the experi- 


9 


ment Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus, and Him cru» 


cified. 


3 


4. ConSEQUENTLY where this Knowledge and 


the other Knowledge of an inferior Rate, croſs 
one another, it is the beſt Wiſdom to ſide with 
this, and to deny the other, to become a Fool 


that he may be iſe. 


II. Tavs much concerning the firſt Conſidera- 
tion: I determined not ta know any Thing, vi. no- 
thing in Compariſon of this Knowledge of Chri/t, 
nothing rather than that; ſave Chri/? Jeſus. And 
truly well might the Apoſtle make all other Know- 
ledge give Place to this; firſt, for the Excellency 
of it; ſecondly, for the Compaſs of it: For tho 
it be ſa excellent, that a ſmall Dram of it is ſuf- 
ficient to fave a Soul, yet it is fo large, that 

5 a 2 when 


1h =» Of. the Knowledge 7 
when the beſt Knowledge. hath gone as far as it 
can, yet there is ſtill ſomething. beyond: One 
Conſideration of it, even the Love of Gop hath 
a breadth, and length, and: depth, and height, 
paſting Knowled 8255 iii. * 19. And yet 
there are other Dept hs and Heights in* it than 
this; ſo that well he the Apoſtle conclude, 
Without Controverſy great ts the Myfery of Godlineſs, 
Ger manife 18 in the faut. _ We ſhall here con- 


| 45 The wonderful Wiſdom e Gop in the Re- 

demption of Mankind by Jeſus Chriſt; and it is ma- 
nifeſted in theſe Particulars among others. 1. 
That though he made Man the eminenteſt of all 
his viſible Creatures, for a moſt eminent Mani- 
feſtation of his Power and Glory, and did fore- 
ſee that he would fall ; yet He did provide, from 
Eternity, a Means whereby he might be reſtor- 
ed to the Honour and Glory of his Creature, and 
his Creature to Bieſſednefs and. the, Ven of 
bis Creator. * © 


— 2, Bs fo ordered the Means of Man's Re- 
demption, that a greater Glory came even by 
that Redemption, than .if Man had never fallen, 
and a er Benefit. to Mankind: For. the lat- 
ter, it is apparent, that if there had been no Me- 

ALiator ſent, the leaſt Sin that. any of the Sons of 
Men had committed, had been inexorably fatal 
to them, without any Means of Pardon: And 
as Adam, though in his full Liberty, was miſled 

Temptation, ſo might he have been, or any 
of his Poſterity though he had ſtood that Shock ; 
which now is en provided againſt, by the 

Satisfaction of Chri/? Jeſus : And as thus it is wig 

ter with the Children of Men, ſo the Glory 
ww, is Oy e by it ;;for, if * 
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of CurRisT Crucified, 17 
had ſtood in his Innocence, Gop had had only 
the Glory of his Juſtice in rewarding him; or, 
if he had falen, the Glory of his Juſtice in'puniſh- 
ing him : But there had been no room for that 
E glorious Attribute of his Mercy in forgiving, with- 
out Violation to his Purity, Truth, and Juſtice: z 
that glorious: Attribute by which He ſo often pro- 
claimeth Himſelf, Exod. xxxiv. 6. The Lok, the 
= Loxp Gop, merciful, and gracious, long- ſuffering, a- 
bundant in Goodneſs and 2 2 ne or 
| Thouſands, forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin, 
| and — 0 110 by no Means lar The Guilty. 


3. Tur He fo wonderfully ordered the Re- 
demption of Man, that all his Attributes were 
preſerved  inviolable : His Truth, The Day thou 
| eate/t thou ſhalt die: His Juſtice, — his Mercy; 
his Love to his Creature; yet his Hatred to Sin: 
his Son ſhall die to ſatisfy his Truth and Juſtice, 
— the Sinner ſhall live, to fatisfy his Mercy: 
"he Sin ſhall be puniſhed, to juſtify his Purity, 
yet his Creature ſhall be bed, to manifeſt his 
(Goodneſs. And thus his Wiſdom over-ruled Sin, 
the worſt of Evils, to the improvement of his 
Glory, and the good of his Creature, 


4. His Wiſdom is manifeſted in this, that bythe 
Redemption of Man, all thoſe Ways of his Ad- 
miniſtration before the coming of Chri , do now 
appear to be excellently ordered to the Redemp- 
tion of Man, and the making it the more effectu 
al: The giving a ſevere and yet a moſt juſt Law, 
ſhews us the Wretchedneſs of our Condition; our 
Inability to fulfill, what was juſt in God to re- 
quire, mews us the neceſſity of a Saviour, drives 
us to Him, and makes this City of R grate- 
ful and acceptable, and makes us ſet a Value up- 
on that Mercy, which ſo opportunely provided a 
77 B 3 | Sacrifice ' 
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Sacrifice for us in the Blood of Chrift: And a' 
Righteouſneſs for us, in the Merits of Chrift ; and 
Mediator for us in the Interceflion of Chri#+ And 
by this Means alſo all thoſe Sacrifices, and Cere- 
monies; and Obſervations enjoyned in the Leviti- 
cal Law, which carried not in themſelves · a clear 
Reaſon of their Inſtitution, are now. rendered fig- 


» © | 
nift r 
. * n * 


5 Tü Wiſdom of Gos is magnified in this, 
in fulfilling the Prophecies of the ſending the Me/- 
fras to ſatisfy for the Sins of Mankind, againſt all 
the Oppoſitions and Contingencies that without 
an over ruling Guidance might have diſappointed 
it : And this done in that Perfection, that not one 
Circumſtance of Time,: Place, Perſon, Concomi- 
tants, ſhould ſail in it: And: ſo bearing Witneſs 
to the infinite Truth, Power, and Wiſdom of Gop 
in bringing about his Counſels in their Perfection, 
touching this: great Buſineſs of the Redemption of 
Man, which was the very End why he was crea- 
ted and placed upon the Earth; and managing 
the Craft and Malice of Satan, to bring about that 


the Intention of the Inſtrument. SA Ens 


6. Fh unſearchable Wiſdom of Gor is mani- 
felted in that he provided ſuch a Mediator that 
was fit for ſo great a Work; had all the World 
conſulted that Gor muſt ſuffer, it had been im- 
poſhble ; and had all the World contrived that a- 
ny Man, or all the Men in the World ſhould have 
been a ſatisf Sacrifice for any one Sin, it had 
been deficient. Here is then the wonderful Coun- 

ſel of the moſt high Gop: Go and Man ſhall 
be conjoined in one Perſon; that fo as Man, He 


might become a Sacrifice for Sin; and as God, Hef 


might 
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right give a Value to the Sacrifice. And this is 
What great Myſtery of Godlineſs, Gop manifeſted 


%. 


2. ConsIDER we the wonderful Love of Gor a 
E1/ankind. 1. In thinking upon poor ſinful Crea- 
ures, to contrive a Way for reſcuing us from that 
Curſe which we had juſtly deſerved. 2. Thinking 


of us for our Good, when we fought-it not, thought 
not of it. 3. When we were Enemies . againſt 
/- WGov, and againſt his very Being. 4. Thinking 
ill WW of us not only for a Pardon; but to provide ſor us 
ut Wa. State of Glory and Bleſſedneſs. 5.:When that 
ed vas not to be obtained, ſaving his Truth and Ju- 


ſtice, without: a miraculous Mediator, conſiſtiag 


i- of the divine and human Nature united in one 
eſs Perſon, in the Perſon of our-Lorn: Feſus Chrijts 
>D here was Love and Goodneſs ſufficient to conquer 
mn, our Hearts into Admiration and Aſtoniſhment 


of But yet it reſts not here. A. God: /o hbν,“Q the 
a- orld that Ne gave his only begotten Son. that whe» 
ng er believeth in Him, ſhould: not periſh, hut hate 
wat Wl ver. aſting Life : So the only begotten Son of Gon 


was not behind in this wonderful Love. No ſooner 
(as we may with Reverence ſay) was the Counſel 
of the Father propounded for the ſending of bis 
Son, but preſently the Son faith, : Lo, 7 come. And 
now we will conſider upon what Terms he muſt 
come, or elſe the Redemption of Mankind muſt 
dye for ever: 1. He muſt come aod empty Him- 
ſelf of his Glory, of his perſonal Majeſty, and take 


Infancy and Childhood. 2 And not only muſt He 
undergo this Abaſement, but He muſt undergo the 
Condition of- a low Birth, born of à poor Virgin, 
in a Stable, laid in a Manger, under the Reputa- 
tion of a Carpenter's Son. 3. And not only thus, 


Tr 


our\Nature, He: muſt go through the d If 225 18 


duE- -- 
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but as ſoon as He is born, muſt uſe the Care of his 
Mother to ſhift for his Life away to Egypt. 4. And 
when grown up, He muſt undergo the Form of a 
, become a poor Carpenter to work for his 
Living, without any Patrimony, or ſo much as a} 
Houſe to cover Him. $5. He comes abroad into 
the World to exerciſe the Miniſtry, ſtill poor, 
deſpiſed of his own:Countrymen,. and of thoſe that 
were of Reputation for Learning and Piety, ſcan- 
dalized under the Name of an — a Wine - 
bibber, a Friend to Publicans and Sinners, a Worker i 
by the Devil, mad and poſſeſſed with a Devil: 
Theſe and the like were his Entertainments in the 
World; and, which is more, often put to ſhift for 
his Life; in fine, what the Prophet predicted con. 
cerning Him was fulfilled whe uttermoſt: ¶aiab 
lin. 3. He was: deſpiſed, and rejected —— 2 a 
"IP of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grit | 

all this befel the eternal 22 of Gop — = 
Vail of our Fleſh: And all this was voluntarily 
undertaken, and cheerfully undergone, even for 
the Sake of his Enemies, and thoſe very People 
from evan he enen theſe Indignites. ; 


II. Bur all thaſs's were but like ſmall Conflict 
preparatory to the main Battle. We therefore 
come to the third Conſideration : Cbriſi Jeſus and 
Him crucified: As Chrift Jeſus is the moſt worthy 
Subject of all Knowledge, ſo Chri/t Jeſus under 
this Conſideration, as crucified, is that which is 
fulleſt of Wonder, Admiration, 1 And there- 
fore let us now take a Survey of Cbriſi Jeſus Cru- 
cified; as that is the higheſt Manifeſtation of his 
Love, ſo it is the Life of the Text; Cbriſt above 

2 other Knowledge, and C erucined 8 all 
ITO of Cr: Wt 7 
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Tux Knowledge of Chriſt crucified will appear 


to be the moſt excellent, if we will. conſider theſe 
BE Particulars : 1. Who it was that ſuffered. .2. What 
Ille ſuffered. 3. From whom. 4. How He ſuffered. 
s. For whom He ſuffcred. 6. Why, and upon what 
Motive. 7. For what End He ſuffered. 8. What. 
are the Fruits and Benefits that accrue by that 


mh = Suffering. All theſe Conſiderations are wrapt up 
in- in this one Subject 3 Chrift Feſus and Him cru- 
1c- cified. 7 } n 
- I. Wuo it was that ſuffered. - It was the eter- 
he nal Son of Gop, cloathed in our. Fleſh; Gon and, 
ror Nan united. in one Perſon; his Manhood giving; 


Him a Capacity of ſuffering, and his Godhead giv- 
ing a Value to that Suffering; and: each Nature 
united in one Perſon to make a compleat Redeem-. 
er; the Heir of all Things ;. the Prince. of Life; 
the Light that lighteth every Man that cometh" into. 


1 be 1/7rld; as touching his divine Nature, Gop 
ror over all bleſſed for ever; and as touching his human, 
ple Nature, full of Grace ard Truib; in both, the be- 


loved Sen e the eternal God, in whom en 
ed Himſelf well pleaſed, Matth. iii. 17. But could 
no other Perſon be found, that might ſuffer for the 
Sins of Man, but the Son of Gop? Or if the Bus 

14 8 fineſs- of our Salvation muſt be. tranſacted by Him 
by alone, could it not be without ſuffering, and ſuch 

ſuffering as this? No. As there was no other Name. 


- given under Heaven, by which we might be ſaved, 
and as there was none found beſides, in the Com- 
pass of the whole World, that could expiate for one 
\is Sin of Man; but it muſt be the Arm of the Al- 
ve mighty, that muſt bring Salvation, Ja. Ixiii. 5. 


nds if the bleſſed Son of God will become the Cap- 
tain 'of our Salvation, he muſt be. made perfect by 
Suffering, Heb. ii. 10. And if He will * 


22 Of. the Knowledge 
the Stead of Man, He muſt bear the Wrath of his 
Father: If he will become Sin for Man, though 
He knew no Sin, He muſt become a Curſe for 

Man. And doubtleſs this great Myſtery of the 
Perſon that ſuffered, cannot but be a very high 
and excellent Subject of Knowledge; ſo full of 
Wonder and Aſtoniſhment, that the Angels gaze 
into it : This therefore is the firſt Conſideration that 
advaneeth the Ex 7 of this Knowledge ; tbe 
Perſon that ſuffered. - eos, Is 


H. Wnar He fufftred. Though all the Courſe 
of his Liſe was a continual Suffering, and the Pre- 
amble unto his Death; yet this was the completing 


of all, and the Tide and Waves of his Sufferings 


did ſtill riſe higher and higher, till it arrived at 
this: The ſeveral Steps unto the Croſs, began from 
his Birth: But the more immediate began with 
the Preparation to the Paſſover. The Council held 
by the chief Priefts and Scribes, for the cruciſying 
of our Saviour, was two Days before the Paſſover, 
Matt. wxvi. 2. Mark xiv. 1. This was the firſt 
Step to Mount Catvary : And doubtleſs it was no 
ſmall Addition to our Saviour's Paſſion, that it was 
hatched in the Coucil of the chief Prieſts and 
Seribes, the then external viſible Church, the Huſ- 
bandmen of the Vineyard: But this is not all; as 
the viſible Church of the Fews is the Conclave 
where this Deſign is formed: So Judas, a Member 
of the viſible Church of ri, one of the Twelve, 
is the Inſtrument to effect it. He contracts with 
them for thirty Pieces of Silver, to betray his Ma- 
ſter unto them: And ſurely this could not but be 
a great Grief to our Saviour, that one of his ſelect 
Apoſtles ſhould turn Apoſtate. v7 : 


| UPpoN che y of Eating of the Paſſover, -our 
Saviour and his Diſciples keep the Paſſover * 
| | | | ther 
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ther in Jeruſalem ; and there the two Memorials 
of our Saviour's Paſſiun meet: That of the Paſſo- 
ver inſtituted by Gos, on the ruelites going out 
of Egypt; and the Bread and Wine after Supper 
inſtituted by our Saviour, to ſucceed in the Place 
of the former: And each did queſtionleſs make a 

Impreſſion upon-our Saviour, in which he an- 
ticipated his Paſſion, and lively repreſented - to Him 
that breaking and pouring out of his Blood and 
Soul, which He was ſuddenly to ſuffer: And 
doubtleſs here began a great Meaſure of our Savi- 
our's Paſſion, in the Apprehenſion of that immi- 
nent Storm, that He muſt ſpeedily undergo. From 
the Supper they go together to the Mount of 
Olives, and there He acquaints his Diſciples of a 
ſpeedy and ſorrowſul Parting they muſt have; the 
Shepherd is to be ſmitten that Night, and the Sheep 
to be ſcattered: And as He forelaw Fudas's; Trea- 
chery, ſo He foreſces Peter's Inſirmity; the Storm 
ſhould be ſo violent, that Peter himſelf, the reſo-" 


| luteſt Apoſtle, ſhall deny his Maſter that Night, 


and deny Him thrice : And ſurely, the Foreſight 
of the Diſtraction that ſhould befal his poor Diſci- 
ples, could not but add much to their tender Ma- 


— 


ſter's Affliction. 1 b 0 80 


AND now let us follow our bleſſed LoR D from - 
the Mount of Oliues into the Garden, with the 
Love and Wonder becoming ſuch an Entertain- 
ment of our Thoughts. The Time that He choſe 
for this Retirement was the dead Time of the 
Night; a Seaſon that might the more contribute to 
the Strength of that Sadneſs, which the Apprehen- 
lion of his imminent Paſſion, muſt occaſion. The 

Place He choſe, a: ſolitary: Garden, where nothing 
might interrupt, or divert his Sorrow and Fear: 
und to make both the Time and Place the more 
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opportune for his Agony, he leaves the reſt of his 
'Diſciples, and takes with Him only Peter and the 
two Sons of Zeleder. To theſe he imparts the 
Beginning of 'his Sorrow, that they might be Wit- 
n eff es of it. My Soul is exterding ſorreteful, even 
unto Death; but yet commands their Diſtance; | 
Tarry ye here ani watch with Me, and He went a 
Iitthe further. Watch with Me: The Confuſion of 
his Soul was fo great, that the only Son of Gop 
diſtruſts his own human Ability to bear it; and 
yet his Submiſſion to this terrible Conflict was To 
willing, that He leaves them that He had appointed 
to watch with Him. He went a little farther. 
The three Diſciples had doubtleſs a Sympathy with 
their Maſter's Sorrow; and yet their Exceſs of Love 
and Grief did not keep their Eyes waking, not- 
withſtanding it was the Jaſt Requeſt of their for- 
rowful Maſter. The Diſciples flept, Matth. xxvi. 40. 
And thus every Circumſtance of Time, Place, and 
Perſons contribute to a fad Opportunity for this 
moſt terrible Conflict. And now the mighty Gos 
Puts his Son to Grief, lades Him with our Sor- 
rows, withdraws and hides from Him the Light of 
His - Countenance; interpoſeth a thick and black 
Cloud between the Divinity and the human Nature; 
darts into his Soul the ſad and ſharp Manifeſtatjons 
of his Wrath; overwhelms his Soul with one 
Wave after another; ſends into Him the moſt ex- 
quiſite Apprehenſions of thoſe ſevere Sufferings He 
was the next Day to undergo; begins to make his 
Soul an Offering for Sin, and heightens his Sor- 
row, Confuſion, and Aſtoniſhment unto the ut- 
termoſt. In ſum, the mighty Gop, the Gop of 
the Spirits of all Fleſh;, who knows the Way into 
the Soul, and how to fill it with the moſt black 

'Aﬀoniſhment and Sorrow, was pleaſed at this Time 
_ to eclipſe the Manifeſtation of his Light and Lote 
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to his only Son; to throw into Him as fad and 
amazing A pprehenſions of his Wrath, as was con- 
fiſtent with the human Nature to bear; to fortify 
and ſtrengthen his Senſe of it, and Sorrow for, 
and under it, unto the uttermoſt, that ſo his Grief 
and Sorrow, and Confuſion of Soul might be full. 
And thus the Arm of the mighty Gon was bruiſing 
the Soul of his only Son, 7/a. liii. 5. And cer- 
tainly the Extremity of this Agony within, muſt 
needs be very great, if we conſider the ſtrange 
Effects it had without: 1. That pathetical Deſcrip- 
tion that our Saviour Himſelf makes of it; A 
Soul is exceeding ſorrotoful, even unto Death, Matt. 
xxvi. 38. ſo ſorrowful, exceeding ſorrowful, for- 
rowful unto Death; and the Expreſſions of the 
Evangeliſts; Matth. xxvi. 37. He began to be ſer- 
rewful, and very heavy ; Mark xiv. 33. He began 
to be fare amazed, and to be very heavy. It was 
ſuch a Sorrow as brought. with it an Amazement, 
an Aſtoniſhment. 2. Again, that ſtrange Requeſ* 
to his three Diſciples, Tarry ye and watch with me; 
as if He feared the Sorrow would overwhelm Him. 
3. Again, his Prayer, and the Manner of it, Matth. 
xxvi. 39. He #4 on his Face and prayed; and 
what was the Thing He prayed for? Father, if it 
be peſſuble, let this Cup paſs fem me; or, as Mark 
xiv. 36. Abba, Father, all Things are poſſible unto. 
Thee, take away this Cup from me. Although this 
was the very End for. which He came into the. 
World; the Cup which in former Times He 
reached after, and was ſtraitned till it were fulfil» 
leed ; yet ſuch a Repreſentation there is thereof ta. 
his Soul, that although He ſubmits ; Not my Hill 
but thine be done ; Yet his Nature ſhrinks and ftarts 
at it; and He engageth Almighty Gob, as much 
as was poſſible, to decline the Severity of that 
Wrath which He was now to grapple with: 1. Up- 
on the Account of his Omnipotency; 4 Things 
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are poſſible to Thee : 2. Upon the Account of his 
| fre ef Abba, Father : It is not a Stranger 
« that importunes Thee; it is thy Son; that Son 
& in whom Thou didft proclaim thyſelf well plea- 
« fed; that Son whom Thou heareſt always; it is 
« He that of Thee; and of Thee a Diſ- 
„ penſation from that which He moſt declines, 
becauſe He moſt loves Thee, the terrible, un- 
<< ſupportable hiding thy Face from me.“ And 
this was not one ſingle Requeſt, but thrice. re- 
peated, and that with more Earneſtneſs, Mark 
xiv. 39. And again He tent away, and prayed, and 

pate the ſame Words : Luke xxii. 44. Aud being in 
an Agony, He prayed more earneſtly; Certainly, 
that Impreſſion upon his Soul, that cauſed Him to 
deprecate that for which He was born, to deprecate 
it ſo often, ſo earneſtly, muſt needs be a We 
and Apprehenſion of a very terrible and exceeding 
Extremity, 4. Such was the Weight of his Sor- 
row and Confuſion of Soul, that, exceeding the 
Strength of his human Nature, it was ready to diſ- 
ſolve the Union between his Body and Soul; inſo- 
much that to add farther Strength unto Him, and 
prog mbar the Meaſure of it, an Angel 
from Heaven is ſent, not meerly ta comfort, but 
to ſtrengthen Him; to add a farther Degree of 
Strength to his human Nature, to bear the Weight. 
of that Wrath, which had literally made his 8 
ſorrowful unto Death, had it not been ſtrength? 
ened by the Miniſtration of an Angel, Lute xxii. 
43. This Aſſiſtance of the Angel, as it did not allay 
the Sorrow of his Soul, fo neither did it intermit 
his Importunity to be delivered from the Thing He 
felt and feared, but did only ſupport and ſtrengthen 
Him to bear a greater Burden of it: And as the 

Serengrh 


Meazfare of his was increaſed, ſo was the 
Burden” which He muſt undergo ; for after 1 5 
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He prayed again more earneſtly the third Time. 
The Supply of his Strength was. ſucceeded with 
an Addition of Sorrow, and the Increaſe of his 
Sorrow was followed with the greater Importunity ; 
He prayed with ftrong Crying and Tears. Luke xxii. 
44+ And being in an Agony, He prayed more earneſtly, 
and his Stweat tuas as it were great Drops of lood 


falling den to the Ground. This was his third 


Addreſs to his Father. And here was the higheſt 


Pitch of our Saviour's Paſſion in the Garden. His 


Soul was in an Agony, in the greateſt Concuſſion, 
Confuſion, and Extremity of Sorrow, Fear, An- 
guiſh, and Aſtoniſhment, that could be conſiſtent 
with the Purity of his Nature, and the inſeparable 
Union it had with the Divine : Inſomuch, that the 
Confuſion and Diſtraction of his Soul, and the 
Sruggling and Grappling of his Soul with it, did 
make ſuch. an Impreſſion upon his Body, that the 
like was never before or ſince, The Seaſon of the 
Year was cold, ſo appears, Jab xviji. 18. The 
Servants ad Officers had made a Fire of Coals, for 
it was cold: And the Seaſon of the Time was 
cold; it was, as near as we may gueſs, about 
Midnight: For it appears they came with Lan- 
thorns and Torches when they apprehended Him. 
And He was brought to the High Prieſt's Hall, a 

little before Cock-crowing, after ſome Time had 

been ſpent in his Examination, Matib. xxvi. 57. 

And yet for all this, ſuch is the Agony of our Sa- 
viour's Soul, that in this cold Seafon. it puts his 
Body in a Sweat, a Sweat of Blood, great Drops 
of Blood, Drops of Blood falling down to the 
Ground; and certainly it was no light Conflict 


within, that cauſed ſuch an unheard-of Symptom 


without. Certainly the Storm in the Soul of Chri/? 
muſt be very terrible, that his Blood could no 


longer abide the Senfe of it, but ſtarted out in a 


C 2 Sweat 
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Sweat of Blood, and ſuch a Sweat, as was ſcarce 
conliſtent with the ordinary Conſtitution, of human 
Nature. And during this Time, even from the 
Eating of the Paſſover until this third Addreſs to 
his Father was over, the Suffering of our Saviour 
Jay principally, if not only, in his Soul. Almigh- 
ty Gop was wounding of his Spirit, and making 
his Soul an Offering for Sin: And though the di- 
ſtinct Manner of this bruiſing. our Saviour's Soul 
cannot be apprehended by us; .yet ſurely thus 
much we may conclude concerning it: 1. Ze was 
neue Sin fer us, that fnew no Sin, 2 Cor. v. 21. 


He ſtood under the Imputation of all our Sins; 


for the Lok D laid upon Him the Intquity of us all, 
Iſa. liii. 6. 2. And conſequently He was under the 
Imputation of all the Guile of thoſe Sins, and 
ſtands, in relation unto God, the righteous Judge, 
under the very ſame Obligation to whatſpever Pu- 
niſhment the very Perſons of the Offenders were: 
And this Obligation to the Puniſhment could not 
but work the ſame Effects in our Saviour, as it 
muſt do in the ſinner (Deſperation and Sin ex- 
cepted) to wit, a ſad Apprehenſion of the Wrath 
of Gop againſt Him. Ihe Purity and Juſtice of 
God, which hath nothing that it hates but Sin, 
muſt purſue Sin wherever it find it: And as when 
it finds Sin perſonally in a Man, the Wrath of 
Gon will abide there ſo long as Sin abides there; 
ſo when it finds the ſame Sin aſſumed by our LorD, 
and bound as it were to Him, as the Wood was 
to //aac, when He was laid upon the Altar, the 
Wrath of Gop could not but be incumbent upon 
Him, till that Sin that lay upon Him were diſ- 
charged. For as our LorD was pleaſed to be our 
Repreſentative in bearing our Sins, and to ſtand in 
our Stead, ſo all theſe Aﬀections of his Soul did 
bear the ſame Conformity, as if ated by us 2 


* 
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He put on the Perſon of the Sinner, ſo He puts on 
the ſame Sorrow, the ſame Shame, the ſame Fear, 
the ſame Trembling, under the Apprehenſion of. 
the Wrath of his Father, that we muſt have done: 
And ſo as imputed Sin drew with it the Obliga- 
tion to Puniſhment, fo it did, by Conſequence, 
raiſe all theſe Storms in the Soul of Chriſt, as it 
would have done in the Perſon of the Sinner, Sin 
only excepted. 3 As He ſtands under the Sin and 
Guilt of our Nature, to wit, a Neceſſity of Death, 
and of undergoing the Wrath of God for that Sin 


_ whoſe Puniſhment He hath undertaken : The for- 


mer, the Diffolution of his Body and Soul by a 
moſt accurſed Death ; and the latter the Suffering 


ef bis Soul; and this latter He is now under. Gop 


is pleafed to inflict upon Him all the Manifeſtations. 
of his Wrath, and to fling into his Soul the ſharp- 
eſt Repreſentations of his Diſpleaſure that might 
poſlibly befal Him under that imputed Guilt, con- 
ſidering the Dignity of his Perſon. And ſurely this 
was more terrible to our Saviour than all his cor- 
poral Sufferings were: Under all thoſe, not one 
Word, no Perturbation at all, but as 4 Sheep be- 
o He opened not his 


AMauth : But the Senſe of the Diſpleaſure of his 
Father, and the Impreffions that makes upon his. 
Soul, thoſe He cannot bear without Sorrow, even. 


_ unto Death, without moſt importunate Addreſſes 


to be delivered from them, and a moſt ſtrange 
Concuſſion and Agony upon his Soul and 7 
under the Senſe of them. And the actual Mani- 


= 
— 


feſtation of the Wrath of Gop upon his Son con- 


lied in theſe two Things principal. 
Ws 1; FirLiG his Soul with ſtrange and violent 
Fears and Terrors, inſomuch that He was in an 
Amazement and Conſternatiom of Spirit ; the Pat. 


C 3 ſion- 
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ſion- Pſalm renders it, P/al. xxii. 14. Ay. Heart is 
like Max, it is melted in the Mia of my Bowels : 
The Gop of the Spirits of all Fleſh, that knows. 


how to grind and bruiſe the Spirit, did bruiſe and 
melt his Soul within Him with Terrors, Fears, 
and ſad Apprehenſions of worſe to follow.  — 


2. A SENSIBLE withdrawing by haſty and ſwift 


Degrees, the Light of the Pr 
to his Father to deſire it may paſs from Him, but 


has no Anſwer ; He goes again, but yet no Anſwer ; 
under the Preſſure and Extremity, He goes again. 
the third Time with more Earneſtneſs, Agony, 


a Sweat of Blood; yet it cannot be; and this was 


. a terrible Condition, that the Light of the Coun- 
tenance of the Father is removed from his Son, 


his only Son, in whom He was well pleaſed, his 


Son whom He heard always: When He comes to 
the Father, with the greateſt Reverence, with the 
reateſt Importunity ; once, and again, and a third 


ime; filled within with Fears, and covered with- 
out with Blood, and yet no Anſwer ; but all Light 
and Accels with Favour intercepted, with nothing 


but Blackneſs and Silence. Certainly this was a 


terrible Cup, yet thus it was with our Saviour, the 
Light of the r avour of Gop, like the Sun in an 


Eclipſe, from the very Inſtitution of the Sacra- 
ment, began to be covered one Degree after ano- 
ther; and in the third Addrefs to the Father in the 
Garden, it was even quite gone: But at that great 


Hour, when our Saviour cried, A/. Gop, 


Gop, why haft Thou forſaken me, Then both 
Lights, that greater Light of the Favour of Gord 


to his only Son, together with the Light of the 


Sun, ſeemed to be under a total Eclipſe ; and this 
was that which bruiſed the Soul of our Saviour, and. 


made 


eſence and Favour of 
God: He is ſorrowful and troubled, and He goes 


Oo 2 
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made it an Offering for Sin; and this was that 
which wrung Drops of Blood from our Saviour s 
Body, before the TT horns, or Whips, or the Nails, 

or the Spear had torn his V eins. 


Axxp now after this third Application for Deli- 
verance from this tertible Cup of the Wrath of 
Gop, He returns to his miſerable Comforters, the 
three Diſciples; and He finds them the third Time 
aſleep : Theſe very three were once the Witneſſes 
of a glorious Transhguration of our Saviour in the 
Mount, and in an Extaſy of Joy and Fear, fell on 
their Faces. Now they are to be Witneſſes of a 
ſad Transfiguration of their LoRD under an Agony 
and Sweat of Blood; and under an Extaſy of Sor- 
row they are not able to watch with their Loop 
one Hour, Our Saviour calls them, but while 
they were ſcarce awakened, they are rouzed by a 
louder Alarm, Matib. xxvi. 47. While He et 
pale, Judas, one of the Twelve came, and with him 
a great  Multitude, with Swords and Staves from 
the High Priefls, with Lanthorns and Torches : 
And though this was little in * of the 
Storm that was in our Saviour's Soul; yet ſuch an 
Appearance at ſuch a Time of the Night, and to a 
Perſon under ſuch a ſad Condition, could not but be 
terrible to Fleſh and Blood; eſpecially, if we con- 
ſider the Circumſtances that attended it. 1, An 
Apoſtle, one of the twelve, he it is that conducts 
this Guard; one that had been Witneſs. of all his 
Miracles, heard all his Sermons, acquainted with 
all his Retirements ; he, whoſe Feet his Maſter 
with Love and Tenderneſs had waſhed, who with- 
in a few Hours before had ſupped with Him, at 
that Supper of Solemnity and Love, the Paſſover  . 
this is he that is in the Head of this Crew: Cer- 
tainly this had it in an Aggravation of Sorrow to 
' 1% 8 | | . Our 
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our bleſſed Savior. 2. The Manner of it, he be- 
Him with a Kiſs; an Emblem of Homage 
and Love-is made Uſe to be the Signal of Seorn, 


as well as Villany. 3. The Carriage of his Diſci- 


ples, full of Raſhneſs, and — of Cowardice; 

they ftrike a Servant of the Prieſt, and cut 
off his Ear; which had — Meekneſs and 
Mercy of our Saviour prevented, might have added 

a Blemiſh to the Innocence of his Suffering: He 
rebukes the Raſhneſs of his Diſciple, and cures the 
Wound of bis Enemy. Again, of Cowardice, 


ttb. xxvi. 56. Den ll the Diſc ples for fook Him 
and fle; and Peter himſelf, that but now had 


profeſſed his Love to his Mafter, follows, but - 
far off, in the Poſture and Profeſſion of a Stran 


and a Spectator. So foon was the Love and 


nour of a Maſter, deſerved by ſo much. Love and 
Purity, and Miractes, Joſt in the Souls of the 1 


12 eee —— nY 
Rp this, He is Wenner wits « High Þ pelt, 


the ſolemn Aſſembly of the then viſible Church of 
of ets, in the Perſons of the greateſt Reverence 


| ſteem among them, the High Priefts, Scribes, 
| = Elders, before them accuſed, and convicted of 


thoſe Crimes that might render Him odious to the 
Jews, Romans, and all good Men; and by them 
pronounced worthy of Death; and, afterthis, ex- 


poſed to the baſeſt Uſage of the baſeſt of their 


Retinue; the Servants ; on 1 TE Him, 
expoſe Him to Scorn, ſayi unto us, 
Thou Chriſt, who 1s He har fe, Th 7 Injuries 


lefs tolerable than Death to an ingenuous Nature : 
And, to add to all the reſt, Peter, inſtead of re- 
proving the Inſolence of the Abj ets, and bearing 
a Part with his Maſter in his Injuries, thrice de- 

nying his Mafter, and that with an Oath, and 
Curling : So far was he from _—_ his Maſter 


in 
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in his Adverſity, that he denied he knew Him; 
and this in the very Preſence of our Saviour, Luke 
xxii. 61. And the Lon p turned and locked upon 
Peter; certainly that Look, as it carried a ſecret 
Meſſage of Reprehenſion, ſo alſo of much Sorrow 
in our. LORD : As if he. ſhould have ſaid, Ah, 


Peter, canſt thou ſee thy Saviour ſo uſed, and wilt 


thou not own me ? Or if thou wilt not, 2 muſt 
thou needs deny me, deny me thrice, deny me 
with Oaths, and with Exccrations? The Unkind- 


neſs of à Diſciple, and ſuch a Diſciple, that haſt 


been privy, to my Glory in my Trausfiguration, 
and to my Agony in the Garden, cuts me deeper 
than the Scorns and Deriſions of theſe Abjects. 
But that is not all; this Apoſtaſy of thine, theſe 
Execrations, will lie heavy upon me anon, and 
add to that unſupportable Burden that I am un- 
der; the Thorns, and the Whips, and the Nails 
that I muſt ſuffer, will be the more envenomed b 

theſe Sins of thine; and thou caſteſt more Gall 
into that bitter Cup that I am drinking, than all 
the Malice of mine Enemies could do. Though 
thou goeſt out, and weepeſt bitterly, yet theſe 
Sins of thine would ſtick unto thy Soul to Eter- 
nity, if I ſhould not bear them for thee ; they coſt 
158 ſome Tears, but they muſt coſt me my 


Tu next Morning the High Prieſts and Elders 
hold a ſecond Conſultation, as ſoon as it was Day. 
Their Malice was ſo ſollicitous, that they pre- 
vent the Morning-Sun; and after they ha again 
examined Him, and in that Council charged Him 
with Blaſphemy, the Council and the whole Mul- 


titude lead Him. bound to Pilate; and there accuſe - 


Him; and, to make their Accuſation the more 
gracious, charge Him with Sedition againſt the; 
Sou e phat: 


Romans; but though He had no other Advocate but 
Silence and Innocence, for He anſwered them no- 
thing; the Judge acquits Him, Luke xxiii. 4. J 
find no Fault in Him; and yet, to ſhift his Hands 


ſends Him to Hered, and his Accuſers follow 
im thither alſo. The Chief Prieſts and Scribes 
vehemently accuſe Him: Herod when he had fa- 


tisfied' his e in the Sight of Fe/us, to add | 
1 


Scorn, expoſeth Him to the Deriſion of his rude 
Soldiers, and cloaths Him in a gorgeous Robe, 
and remands Him to Pflate. Thus in triumph He 
is ſent from Place to Place: firſt to Annas; then to 

aphas ; then carried before the Council of the 
Prieſts; then ſent into the High Prieſts Hall; then 
remanded before the Council; then ſent bound 
to Pilate, and from thence to Herod, and from 
Rim back again to Pilate; and in all thoſe Tranſla- 
tions from Place to Place, expoſed to new Scorns, 


Deriſions and Contempts. 
Ar his Return to Pile, he again the ſecond 


Time declares, that neither he nor Herod found any 


Thing worthy of Death; and yet to gratify the 
— he — to have Him {cou at won bo 
pronounceth innocent; yet to avoid the groſs In- 
juſtice of a Sentence of Death, offers to releaſe 

im, to obſerve their Cuſtom; but this could not 


ſatisfy: To preſerve their Cuſtom, and yet to fulfill 


their Malice, they chuſe the Reprieve of Barabbas 
a Murderer, and importune the Crucifying of the 
innocent Jeſus; and now the third Time, Plate 
pronounceth Him innocent, Luke xxiii. 22. and yet 
delivers Him over to be crucified. The Executio- 
ners did it to the uttermoſt ; and, to add Pain and 


Scorn to his Scourging, put upon Him a Crown of | 


| \ Thorns; and in this genie and Contempt, he 
; brings Him forth, ſhews Him to his "I. 
| | oh 


df the Employment, and to gratify an Adverſary, | 
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John xiX. 5. Behold the Man; as if he ſhould. have 
laid, You Jews, that have accuſed this Man, 


muſt know I find no Fault in Him; 77 5 ſatisfy 


your Importunity, I have delivered over to 


Wh ſevereſt and vileſt Puniſhment next unto Death, 


Scourging and Scorn; here He is, ſee what a Spec- 
tacle He is; let this ſatisfy your Envy.“ But all this 


vill not ſerve, there is nothing below the vileſt of 


Deaths can gay ; all cry out, Cruciſy Him: And 

Judge profeſſeth he finds nothing wor- 
thy of Death, they impoſe a Law of their -own 5 
e have a Lau, and by our Law He ought to die, be- 


cauſe He made Himſelf the Son f GOD. But when, 


W this made the Judge the more cautious, they en- 


gage Him, upon his. Fidelity to. Caſar his Maſter : 
2 maketh himſelf a King, ſpeateth againſt 


Bur all this was not enough, till at length the 
Importunity of the Prieſts and People prevailed; 
and Pilate, who had been before warned by the 
Monition of his Wife, and had theſe ſeveral Times 
pronounced Him innocent, yet againſt the Convic- 
tion of his Conſcience, to ſatisfy the Jews, gave 
Sentence that it ſhould be as they required, Luke 
xxIii. 24. delivered Him over to that curſed and 
ſervile Death of Crucifixion: And yet his Perſe- 


cutors Malice and Envy are not ſatisſied; but, af 


ter his Judgment, they purſue the Execution of it 
with as great Scorn and Cruelty as they had before 
uſed in obtaining it: His Crown of Thorns upon 
his Head; a Purple Robe upon his Body; the Blood 
of his ſcourging, and Thorns all covering his Vi- 
ſage; a Reed in his Right- hand; and the baſe and 
inſolent Multitude with Spittings, and Strokes, and 
Reproaches, abuſing Him till his Croſs be ready; 


and then the Purple Robe is taken off, and He con- 


ducted to the Place of his Execution; and, _ add 
* or- 
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Torment to his Shame, our bleſſed Lok, weari- 8 
ed with an Agony, and long watching the Night 
before; and from the Time of his apprehending, 
hurried from Place to Place, and his Blood and Spi- 
rits ſpent with the Scourging, and Thorns, and 
Blows; and, which is more than all this, a Soul 
within laden with the Weight of Sorrow, and the 
Burden of the Wrath of Gor, which did drink up 
his Spirits; yet, in this Condition, He is fain to 
bear his burdenſome Croſs towards the Place of his 
Execution, till He was able to carry it no longer, 
but even fainted under it: Then Simon of Cyrent is 
compelled to bear it to the Place. 
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Wurd He comes to the Place of Execution, He 
is ſtript ſtark naked, (his Cloaths being afterwards | 
divided by Lot among the Soldiers) and his naked | 
Body ſtretched upon the Croſs, to the uttermoſt 
Extenſion of it. And at the uttermoſt Extenſion, 
which the cruel Executioners could make of our | 
Saviour's Body, his Hands and his Feet nailed to 
that Croſs, with great Nails through thoſe tender 
Parts full of Nerves and Arteries, and moſt exqui- 
ſitely ſenſible of Pain. And in this Conditicn the 
Croſs, with our Saviour's Body, is raiſed up in the 
View of all; and that even in this his Execution, 
the Ignominy of his Death might have a farther 
Aeceſſion of corn and Reproach, He is placed be- 
tween two Thieves, that were crucifed with Him, 
with an Inſcription of Deriſion upon his Croſs, in 
all the moſt univerſal Languages in the World, 
Hebrew, Greet, and Latin; and the People and 
Prieſts ſtanding by and, even to a Letter, aſſum- 


ing thoſe very Geſtures and Words, which were 
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ſo many Hundreds of Vears predicted in the Paſ- 
Plum, He 7 4 in God, let Him deliver 
Him. Yea, one of thoſe 

. . 3 very 


ſion- 
Him, if He will 
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very Thieves, that was even tre by a Malefactor, 
yet was filled with ſuch a deviliſh Spirit, chat he 
upbraids and derides Him. | 


Ax now our Saviour is under the Torments 
and Shame of this curſed Execution: But though 
theſe Sufferings of his Body were very grievous, 
inſomuch that it could not but extremely afflict 
Him; yet it is ſtrange to ſee how little He was 
tranſported under them, in all his Contumelies, 
Reproaches, and Accuſations, ſcarce a Word an- 
ſwered: He anſwered them nothing to all his Abu- 
ſings, Strokes, Crown of "Thorns, tearing of his 
Body with Scourging, yet not a Word; but, as 4 
Sheep before the Shearers is dumb, ſo He opened not 
his Mouth, Iſa. liii. 7. In all his Rackings upon 
che Croſs, and nailing of his Limbs to it, and all 

the Anguiſh, that, for the Space of ſix Hours, from 
the third Hour, wherein He was crucified, Mari 
xv. 25. untill the ninth Hour, wherein He gave up 
the Ghoſt, Mat. xxvii. 46, 50. not a Word of Com- 
plaint; but He refuſed thoſe very Supplies which 
were uſually given to ſuppreſs the Violence of the 
Pain, Vinegar and Mytrrh. 


Bur when we come to the Afflictions of his 
Soul, they were of a higher Dimenſion in the Gar- 
den, when no other Storm was upon Him but What 
was within Him; He falls down upon his Face and 
prays; and again; and a third Time; and is ama- 
zed, and forrowful to Death; and ſweats Drops of 
Blood : And doubtleſs, while He was under. the 
Reproachings and Buffetings, and Whippings, and 
Thorns, He was not without a terrible and con- 
| fuſed Sadneſs and Heavineſs within, which though 
they did not mitigate the Torments of his Body, 
yet did infinitely exceed them. The Soul is molt 
uiſitely ſenſible, and it is that which feels the 
' OL, XXX, - Pains 
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Pains inflited-upon the Body. Certainly therefore 
the Wound of the Spirit itſelf, the Fountain of 
Senſe, muſt needs be exceedingly grievous. And 
hence it was, that though all the Injuries and Tor- 
ments of our Saviour could ſcarce bring a Com- 
plaint from Him, yet the Weight of that Wrath that 
lay upon his Soul, now made an Offering for Sin, 
did wring from Him thoſe bitter and terrible Cries, 
that one might wonder ſhould proceed from Him, 


that was One with the Father, Marth. xxvii. 46. 


Gos, my Gob, why bat Thou forſaken Me ? 
From the wth Hour to ——— Darin tas over 
all ibe Land; ſuch à Darkneſs as bred an Aſtoniſn- 
ment even in Strangers and other Countries. But 
the Darkneſs of the World, though a ſuitable Dreſs 
for ſuch a Time, wherein the Son of Gop muſt 


die, and the Sun of Righteouſneſs be eclipſed; yet 
it was nothing in Compariſon of that difmal Sha- 


dow, that covered our Saviour's Soul all that Time. 
About the ninth Hour, our Saviour cried that bit- 
ter Cry, My Gop, my Gop, why haft Thou for- 
aten Me? Manifeſting the Depth of his Sorrow, 
and the perfect Senſe He had of it; y hoft Thou 
forſaken Me? More could not have been ſuffered, 


or been ſaid; every Word carries in it an Accent 


- <©'THrov, that art the great Gon, from whom, 
and in whom, eyery Thing hath its Being and 
Comfort; ſurely if in thy Preſence is Fulneſs of 
Joy, in thy Withdrawings muſt be Fulneſs of Hor- 
for and Confuſion; and yet it is Thou that haſt 
forſaken me. - Forſaken: Hadſt Thou never been 
with me, as I had not known the Bleſſedneſs of thy 


Fruition, ſo I could not have meaſured the Extre- 


mity of my Loſs; the Exceſs of the Happineſs that 
F had in thy Preſence, adds to the Exceſs of my 
Miſery in ſuffering thy Abſence. ' Fer ſaten * 
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Not withdrawn-thyſelf to a Diſtance, but ſorſaken 
Me, and forſaken Me at ſuch a Time as this, when 
I ſtand more in Need of thy Preſence than ever; 
when I am forſaken by my Countrymen, of my 
Kindred, of my Diſciples; then to be forſaken of 
Thee, when I am under the Shame and Pains of a 
eruel and a curſed Death; under the Scorns and 
Deriſions of thoſe that hate Me; under the Weight 
and Preflure of all the Sins of the World; under the 
Strugglings with Terrors in my Soul, ſent from thy 
mighty Hand; under the viſible Approach of Death, 
che King of Terrors; under a Vail of Darkneſs 
without, and the ſeeming Triumph of the Powers 
of Darknefs within; then to be forſaken, and for- 
ſaken of Thee, whom I had only left to be my Sup- 
port! Forſaken Me: It is not a Stranger that Thou 
forſakeſt; it is thy San, thy only Son, in whom 
Thou didſt-heretofore proclaim thyſelf well pleaſed: 
That Son, who, though Thou forſakeſt Him, yet 
forgets not his Duty unto Thee, nor Dependance 
upon Thee; but {till lays Hold on Thee: And tho” 
Thou ſtill ſhakeſt me off, yet I muſt Rill call upon 
Thee, with the humble Confidence of My Gon, 
My Gop. by haſt Thou forſaken Me? To be 
farſaken, and to be forſaken of Gor, of my Gops 
of Him that is not only my God, but my Father; 
on w_ at ſuch à Time, and yet not to know 


On bleſſed Saviour, the Prophets that ſpake by 
thy own Spirit did tell Fhee why: And that very 
Plalm, aut of which Thou takeſt this bitter Cry, 
doth tell Thee why ?. Didſt Thou not chuſe even 
that Which Thou now groaneſt under, and wert 
willing to put thy Soul in our Souls Stead, and 
bear the. Sin of thoſe which are now thy Burden? 
Certainly we may, with all Humility and Reve- 
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' renee conceive, that at the Time of this bitter Cry, 
our Saviour's Soul was, for the preſent, overſha- 


dewed with ſo much Aſtoniſhment, that it did for 


the preſent overpower and cover the diſtin Senſe 
of the Reaſon of it. This Cry was about the ninth 


Hour, a little before his Death, and having fulfill- Wl 


ed one Propheey in this Cry, contained in the very 
Words of P/al. xxii. He fulfills another, he ſaith, 
thin, Jebn ix. 28. And preſently they give 
Him Vinegar to drink. And between this and his 
Death there interveen theſe Paſſages: 1. His pro- 
claiming to the World, that the Work of our Re- 


demption was finiſhed. 2. A ſecond Cry with a2 


loud Voice, Matth. xxvii. 50. The Words are 


not expreſſed of his ſecond Cry; only both Evan- | 


geliſts, Matil ei and Luke, teſtify it was a Cry 


with a loud Voice, to evidence to the World that 


in the very Article of his giving up the Ghoſt, the 


Strength of Nature was not fully ſpent. 3. The | 


comfortable Reſignation of his Soul into the Hands 


of his Father, Zuke xxiii. 46. Father, into thy. 


Hans I commend my Spirit. And although but 
even now the black was upon his Soul, that 
made Him cry out with that loud and bitter Cry, 


70. the Cloud is over, and with Comfort He de- 5 


livers up his Soul into the Hands of that Gop, 
— He thought, but even now, had forſaken 
Mo 1 ee eren 


Ir is more than probable, that that bitter Cry 
when he had proclaimed, It is fniſbed; though 
they were all wrapt up in a very fmall Time, about 
the End of the ninth Hour, yet now there remain- 
ed no more but for Him to give up his Spirit, which 
He inſtantly thereupon did: He bowed his Head an 
gabe up the Gheft. ? : 9 e Ti E213 - 


was uttered at the very Height of all his Pains, and 


Now 
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 Now-+the Things wonderfully obſervable in the 
Death of our Saviour are many: 1. That it was a 
voluntary delivering up of his Spirit: This is that 
which He ſaid, No Man taketh it from Me, but 1 
lay it down: I baue Power to lay it down, and I have 
Power ta take it again: This Commandment have Z 
received of my Father. And truly this voluntary 
delivering up of his Soul, was well near as great an 
Evidence of his Divinity, as his reſuming it: So 
that this very delivering up of his Soul convinced 
the Centurion, Mark xv. 39. When be ſaw that He 
| ſo cried, and gave up the Ghoſt, he ſaid, Truly this 
| Man was the Son of GOD. Now that He thus vo- 

luntarily gave up his Spirit, is evident: 1. By the 
— of Nature, that was yet upon Him in the 
very Article of his Death, He cried with a loud 
Voice. 2. That the Thieves, who were crucihed 
at the ſame Time, died not till there was a farther 
Violence uſed by breaking their Legs; but He ex- 
pired, to prevent the Violence of the Soldiers, and 
to fulfill the Type and Prophecy, Net à Bone of 
Him ſball be broken. 3. That the Suddenneſs of 
his Death cauſed Admiration in thoſe that well 
knew the linger ing Courſe of ſuch a. Death; in the 
Centurion, Mart xv. 39. in Pilate, Mart xv. 
44. which might probably be the Cauſe that the in- 
ſolent Soldier, to ſecure the Aſſurance of his Death, 
pierced his Side with a Spear, and thereby fulfilled 
that other Scripture which he never thought of, 


Tux wonderful Occurrences that accompanied 
our Saviour's Death were very many and conſider- 
able. 1. A ſtrange and particular F. ulfilling of the 
Prophecies and Types that were concerning it, and 
the individual Circumſtances that attended it. The 
Time of his Death ſo exactly predicted by Daniel, 
the parallel 8 with the Paſchal * 

N c 3 n 
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In the Nature of Him, a Lamb without Spot. In 
the Time of his Delivery over to Death, at the Feaſt 
of the Paſſover, and in the very Evening wherein 
the Paſſover was to be eaten. In the Manner of 
his Oblation, not a Bone to be broken. Again, 
the Manner of his Death, by piercing his Hands 

and his Feet: The very Words uſed by Him; the 
Words uſed of Him; the crucifying of Him between 
Malefactors; the Whippings, the Dividing of his 
Garments, and caſting Lots upon his Veſture; the 
Thirſt of our Saviour upon the Croſs, and the 


* 


giving Him Vinegar and Gall. 


2. A ſtrange and miraculous Concuffion of Na- 
ture, giving Teſtimony to the wonderful Diſſolu- 
tion of our Saviour's Body and Soul; Darkneſs from 
the ſixth Hour untill the ninth Hour. It is obſer- 
vable in the Night wherein He was born, by a mi- 
raculous Light, the Night became as Day, Luke ii. 
9. But at his Death, a miraculous Darkneſs turn- 
ed the Day into Night for three Hours, Mar. xxvii. 
45. At his Birth, a new Star was the Lamp and 
Guide unto the Place of Birth. But at his Death 
the Sun in the Firmament was maſked with Dark- 
neſs, and yielded not his Light, while the Loxo 
of Life was paſſing into the Vail of Death. © 


Ac Alx, another Prodigy that accompanied the 
Death of Chriſ, was an Earthquake, that rent the 
Rocks, and opened the Graves, and ſtruck Amaze- 
ment into the Centurion that was watching Him. 
When our Saviour was entering into the Earth b 
"Death, the Earth trembled; and fo it did when 
was coming out of it by his Reſurrection. 
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3. Ac, the Graves were opened, and the 
dead Bodies of the Saints aroſe: As the Touch - 


of Cuxrsr Cructifed. 43 
the Bones of Eliſba cauſed a Kind of Reſurtection 
2 Kings xiil. 21. ſo our Saviour's Body, new fallen 
to the Earth, did give a Kind of particular Reſur- 
rection to the Saints Bodies, to teſtify by his Death 
He had healed the Deadlineſs of the Grave; and 
that the Satisfaction of Sin was accompliſhed, when 
Death, the Wages of Sin was thus conquered. 


4. AGAIN, 'the Vail of the Temple was: rent in 
twain from the Top to the Bottom; the Vail was 
that, which divided the moſt holy Place from the 
reſt of the Tabernacle, Exod. xxvi. 33. And in 
that moſt Holy Place were contained the myſteri- 
ous Types, the Ark of the Covenant, and the 
Mercy-Seat ; and within this Vail only the High 
Prieſt entered once a Year, when he made an A- 
tonement for the People and for the Tabernacle. 
At our Saviour's Death, this Vail was rent, from 
the Top to the Bottom; and it imported divers 
great Myſteries. ' , 


entring into the moſt Holy, with his own Blood, 
having thereby made Atonement for us; Heb. ix. 
"ea + 8 H 8 „ © | . ; it * 71 * 


Second, Tar the Means, whereby he entered 
into the moſt holy Place was by the rending of 
his Humanity, his Soul ſrom his Body, typified 
by the rending of that Vail; and therefore his 

leſh, that is, his whole human Nature, was the 
Vail, Hob. x. 20. Conſecrated through the Vail, that 
is, has Fleſh. | | bs 
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 Thirdy 'FnaT now by the Death of Chris all 
thoſe dark Myſteries vailed up formerly in the moſt 
Holy, the Ark of the Covenant, and the Mercy- 
Seat, are rendered open, Chriſt the Mediator w | 
eee the 


— _ eee 
tation, unto all Believers, founded and ſeated up · 
on Him, and thereby that Life and * 
which was wrapt up in che Myſteries of the old 
Covenant, and yet thoſe Myſteries vailed, is now 
brought to Light through the Goſpel, 2 Tim. | * 20 
and the Vail rent in twain. 8 


F 


* Fourth, THAT. now. the Uſe of the Crate 
Lane is at an End, the greateſt and moſt ſacred 
of the —— and indeed of the 
whole Ceremonial Law, was this that was within 
the Vail, the moſt holy Place, wherein were the 
moſt holy and reverend Myſteries, the Ark and 
the Mercy-Seat; but now the Vail is rent, the 
Uſe aboliſhed, the Body of Chriſ typiſied by the 
2 ſeparated, and ſo the Ule of the other 
le, 3 and the Holy — Yrs p 
— thereof ceaſed. U N 


Fi, Tnar now the Kingdom — Fact 
the moſt Holy Place, is open unto all/Believers : 


© Chrift our High Prieſt is entered in wich his o- 


Blood, and hath not cloſed the Vail after Him, 
but rent it in ſunder, and made and left a Paſſage 
for all Believers to follow Him, with our Pray- 
ers and Acceſs to the glorious GoD;;'and hereaf- 
ter in our Perſons; Hieb. x. 19, 20, 22. Having 
e Beidneſt te enter into the Holigſt, | by. the 
Bhd of Jeſus, by.a new and living Way, which He 
bath: conſecrated for us, through the Vail, that is to 
ſay, his Pleſo l. us draw near with a rue Rum. 
An now we have gone with our a ns unto 

his Death, we ſhall' follow Him to his Grave. 
Joſepb of Arimathea, having an honourable Men- 
tion by all four — eres Matth. xxvii. 57. a 
rich Man, and 7efus's iſciple, Mart xv. 43. an 


ur- 
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honourable Counſellor, who waited for the King- 
dom of GoD 3; Luke xxiii. 50. a good Man, and 
a juſt, who had not conſented to the Counſel 
of the Jews, and waited-for the Kingdom of Gop; 
John xix. 38. a Diſciple of Chri/?, but ſecretly, 
for fear of the Jews : This Man manifeſted his 
Faith and Love to his Maſter, when he was in the 
loweſt Condition; goes to Pilate boldly, and begs 
his Saviour's Body; he wraps it in a clean Linnen 
Cloath, laid it in a Tomb provided for himſelf, 
hewed out of the Rock, and rolled a great ne 
u2on the Door of the Sepulchre. And as by 


his Death with the Malefactors, fo by his Bu» 


rial in the rich Man's Sepulchre, he fullfilled both A 
Parts of the Prophecy, Ia. liii. 9. He made his © 
Grave with the Wicked, and with the Rich in bis 


Death. The High Prieſts continued their Ma- 


lice, and Jealouſy, even againſt the dead mn | 


of our Saviour; and, to ſecure themſelves gait 
, 


the Sufpicion of his Refurrection the third 


take Order for making the Sepulchre ſure, till the 
third Day was paſt, Matth. xxvii. 60. they ſeal 


the Stone, and ſet a Watch. And it is very ob- 
ſervable, how the Almighty Counſel of Gop 
made uſe of the very Malice and Jealouſy of 


| theſe People, for the confirming! of bis own 


Truth, Chriſt's Reſurrection and our Faith. 
Their malicious and curious Induſtry, to pre- 


vent the Poffibility of a fictitious Reſurrection, 


abundantly convincing the Reality of our Savi- 
ours Death and true Refurrection. He is laid 
in the Grave the Evening of the Day wherein 
He ſuffered; a Stone rolled upon the Mouth of 
the Grave, ſuch as required a conſiderable Strength 
to remove it, inſomuch that the Women that 
came the firſt Day of the Week to embalm . 
the Body, were in a great [Difficulty how it 


ſhould be removed; Mark xvi. 3. For it was a great 


Stone; 


46 . the e 


Stone; Matth xxvii. 60. And this Stone ſealed: 
And, as if all this were too little, and the Bonds of 


Death and the Grave were too weak, they add 2 


Watch of Soldiers to ſecure the Body. 


Axp 8 we leave for a while our 3 : 
y interred with Spices in a new Sepulchre, || 


wherein never before any lay, hewn out of a 
Rock in the Garden. As in the Garden, Death 


at firſt laid hold of the ſiſt Adam, fo in the | 


Garden the. ſecond Adam undergoes the State of 
| 81 — hiv the Vietory over the Grave: 
His Bod the Grave, and his Soul in 

. Paradiſe 2 — * f. withelſ-th of Himſelf, This 
Day theu ſhalt be with Me in Paradi ſe, Luke xxiii. 
2 For at the Inſtant. of his Biſlolution our 
tisfaction was made * and the Work of our 
1 ſo far as it depended upon his Suf- 

2 „ finiſhed : o that | tad it not been for 3 
ith, and of the 
wer and Reality * his 15 ion, and the 


the Scriptures, He ht have tet wv 1) Life 
the Inſtant after Death or the Debt to the 
of Gop was fully aeg: And his Con- 
| —— in the Grare 55 the third Day, was 
not hy the Power of Death, which He, vanquiſt- 
ed in the Inſtant of his Biſſoluzon, but a vo- 


Juntary ſubjecting Himſelf unto that State, far 
the "ſtrengthening of our r Faith, 49d, the __ 


| ba of He ptr. e e e . 


= 8 of our e by. 0 
Was declared to be the Son 7 with Pow- 


er; and by which the -Compleatneſs of our Re- 


demption by Him; is abundantly manifeſted, He 
chaſe that Time to die, when. * Be was 
: N f 3 
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Fulfilling of the Decree of Gop, manifeſted in 
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ain; that Time wherein Adam was created, the 
Sixth Day of the Week at Even. He choſe that 
Time for his Body to reſt in the Grave, and for 
Whis Soul to reſt in Paradiſe, wherein his Fa- 
cher reſted from all the great Work of the Cre- 
W ation ; the ſeventh Day of the Week ; and He 
choſe that Day to riſe again, which his Father 
choſe to begin the Creation, the firſt Day of 
the Week; that the ſame Day might bear the In- 
WF ſcription of the. Creation and of the Reſtitution 
Lof the World: And that as in that Day the 
Loxp Gop brought Light out of Darkneſs, ſo 
this Light, the Light that enlightened every Man 
that comes into .the World, ſhould ariſe from 
the Land of Darkneſs, the Grave: This is the Day 
that the LoRD bath made, let us be glad and rejoice 
therein. The Time of the Day wherein our 
Lord aroſe, was very early in the Morning, as 

| it began to dawn, Mat. xxvni. 1. While it was yet 
dark, or ſcarcely full Light, John xx. 1. And 
the Manner of it was full of Aſtoniſhment. An 
Angel from Heaven comes down to draw the Cur- 
tain of our Saviour's Grave, and with an Earth- . 
quake rolls away the Stone that covered it ; the 
Keepers, who had watchſully obſerved the Com- 
mand of their Commanders, were ſtricken with A- 
ſtoniſhment, and became as dead, Matth. xxviit 
2, 3, 4. Our Loxp who had Power to lay down 
his Life, and Power to take it up again, reaſſumes 
his Body, which, though it had taſted Death, yet 
had not ſeen Corruption, and ariſeth, and thereby 
proclaimed the compleating of our Redemption. 


Warrn our LoRD raiſed up Lazarus, he came 
forth of the Grave bound Hand and Foot with 
Grave-cloaths, ohn xi. 44. Tho' he was for the 
preſent reſcued from Death by the Power of Chi, 
yet he muſt {till be a Subject to it: * 


48 ite Knowledpe 


but yetriſeth with the Bonds of Death about him; 


he muſt die again: But when our Lox riſeth, 


He ſhakes of his Grave-cloaths; the Linnen that 
wrapped his Body in one Place, and the Linnen 

that bound his Head in another. Our LoD be- 
ing riſen, dieth no more; Death hath no Power 


over Hun. 


And thus we have conſidered the Hiſtory of 
Chrif”s Paſſion and Reſurrection, the firſt and ſe- 
cond general Confideration : Who it was that ſuf- 
fered; and what it was He fuffered. The Third 


Confideration follows. 


III. From whom He fiffored all theſe Things; 
the Conſideration of which doth highly advance 


the Sufferings of Chrif. 


* Firft, Hz ſuffered this from the Hands of his 


Own Father; it was He that bruiſed Him, put 


Him to Grief, made his Soul an Offering for Sin, 


4 lin. 10. It was He that reached Him out 


this bitter Cup, Jahn xviii. 11. The Cup whic Þ 


Father hath given Me, ſhall I not drink ? It was 
He, that bound that Burden fo cloſe upon Him, 


that made Him, ſweat great Drops of Blood in the 


Garden, and though thrice importuned for a Diſ 
| Opps from it, yet would not grant it : It wa 
e, that, when the Extremity of Pain and Sor- 
row lay upon Him, to add thereunto, withdrew the 
Senſe of his Preſence from Him, which wrung from 
Him that bitter Cry, My Gop, my Gop, = haſt 
Thou forſaken me ? The Injuries of an Enemy are 
eaſily borne, but the Forſakings of a Father are 
intollerable. 0 TE 
Second, TR immediate Inſtruments and Con- 
trivers of his Sufferings were ſuch as had a near- 


neſs of Relation to Him ; People of the ſame 


Nation, and bis Kinſmen according to the Fleſh; 
_—_— N the 
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m; che Seed of Abraham People of his own Religion; 
ch, that worſhipped the ſame Gop, acknowledged the 
hat ſame Scripture ; the viſible Church of Gon; and 
zen chief Repreſentatives of that Church; moſt emi- 
be nent in Place, Reputation, and Pretence of Holi-- 


neſs ; the Chief Prieſts, and Elders, and Scribes : 
People that He never had injured in his Life ; but 
obliged them with many miraculous Cures, hea- 


N venly Inſtructions, tendereſt and deareſt Love and 
uf Compaſſion : That very Jeruſalem, which He 
bi = wept over, and would have gathered as a Hen ga- 


W thereth her Chicken under her Wings, now ſeeks 
the Deſtruction of Him, that came to fave them; 
and in that vile Competition between their Re- 
deemer and a Murderer, choſe rather to ſave a 
Malefactor, and to deliver their innocent and mer-' 
ciful Saviour: And theſe were they that, beyond 


his the Examples even of common Humanity, purſu- 
pul I ed their Kinſman, their Benefactor, their Redee - 
mw mer with ſuch Bitterneſs, and Malice, and Scorn, 


and Cruelty, that as it ſeemed barbarous to the 


ich BE Heathen Judge, ſo it hath out-gone the Practice 
. of the Heatheniſh Tyrants. 6 
the BY IV. Laer us conſider how He ſaffered all theſe 


Things; and this doth infinitely advance the Ex - 
Leellence and Value of his Suffering. e 


the BY Nr, He ſuffered Hunocentiy 3 Iſa; Iii. 9. He 
ON had done no Violence, neither was any Deceit in his 
% Mouth ; yet it —_— the Lok p to bruiſe Him. He 
are made Him to be Sin for us who knew no Sin The 
ae Companions of his Suffering juſtify Him, Luke 


xxiti. 41. We indeed juſtly, but this Man hath done. 
$ nothing amiſs. Judas that betrayed Him, juſtified 


ar- Him, Matth. xxvii. 4. 1 have ſinned, in that I have 
me I **trayed the innocent Blood His Judge acquits Him; 
h 


and in a ſignal Teſtimony of his Judgment, Marth. 
: Vor. XX. hs ail 


* 
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XXVii. 24. He taok Water, and waſhed his Hands 
2 the Multitude, a *. ng, 1 am innocent of the 
of this juſt Perſon : And this Innocence of 
our Savieur was not — negative Innocence, an 
abſence of Guilt, bon 0 a politive Innocence; He 
ſuffered that had not only done no Ill, but that 
had done nothing but Good: He healed their 
Sick, cured their 12 their Bliad, their Deaf, 
their Lepers, caſt out their Devils, and, which 
was more than all, ſhewed them the Way to e- 
ternal Life, Well might He aſk, as once He did 
upon another Occaſion, For which of all my good 
Morte de ye crucify Me? , Bleſſed Lord they 
Thee 3 all thy good Works: If Thou 
A Thou mighteſt have been ſpa- 
NP. Barabbar 3, a if Thou hadf 
been only Innocent, it is poſſible thy Perſecutors 
might . not have been ſo violent againſt Thee: 
But Thou ſufferedſt for the very Good Thou 
didſt ; it was not only an Act of Injuſtice that 
ſpared not thy Innocence, but an Improvement 
of Envy that did wp thy very Goognels. 
For Envy they delivered | 


Second, HER ſuffered all FRO 7 Ji. 7. 
He was eppreſſed, and He vas affiitied, yet He 
opened not his Mouth : He is brought at a Lamb to 
the Sup a 4. and as a Sheep before her Shearers is || 

881 ed not his Mouth Betrayed by 
his Di Fj urried away. by them that appre- 
Hended Him, reproached by the High Prieſts and 
Elders, forfaken and denied by his Followers, 
ſtricken, ſpit upon, and baſely injured by the Ab- 
jects in the High Prieſts, Hall, derided by Here, 
inſulted by Pilate ; Knowe/t thou not chat J have 
| Power to condemn thee whipt, cloathed in Scorn 
with Purple, and crowned with. a Crown of 
Tens. and in that gs ſaluted with, 2 

1 ng 
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King of the Jews : Forced to bear his burdenſome 
Croſs, as the vileſt of MalefaQtors, nailed to the 
Croſs with moſt exquiſite Torment ; and then, by 
one of his Companions in Death, by the general 
Rabble that were about Him, by the Scribes and 
Elders, reproached as a Blaſphemer, as an Impoſ- 
tor: Yet in the Midſt of all this, ſcarce a Word 
ſpoken, and thoſe that He ſpake, not favouring ot 
any Impatience, or Complaint againſt his Perſecu- 
tors, but full of Mildneſs, Genflenefs, Sweetneſs, 
Goodneſs. While his Perſecutors are buſy in Re- 
vilings and Tormentings, He is as induſtrious to pray 
for them, Luke xxiii. 34. Father forgive them, they 
know not what they dos, | Foy 


_ Third, Wuict is yet a higher Step, He ſuffer - 
ed all this willinglh and 2 John x. 18. 
No Man taketh my Life from Me, but ] lay it down 
75 My/clf. Luke xii. 50. J have a Baptiſm to be 
aptized with, and bow am I ftraitned till it be ful- 
filled ? And this Willingneſs of our Loxp's Suf- 


terings appears in theſe Particulars ; | 


r. Ix that when He had Power to prevent it, 


and to reſcue Himſelf from his bares +3 
on 


He uſcd it not: One Angel armed by commi 


from Gon, in one Night deſtroyed a vaſt Army of 
the Ajrians ; and upon the Deſire of our Lok, 
no. leſs. than twelve Legions were ready for his 
Guard: But yet this muſt not be; How ther ſhall 
the Scripture be fulfilled ? When the COT that 
were ſent to apprehend Him, heard thoſe Words, 
am He, they went backward: and fell to the 
Ground. The ſame Power by which they fell, 
could have fo bound them, as never to have riſen 
again; but our Loy, though He manifeſted this 


Power to evidence his Divinity, yet He uſed it not 


ſo. far as to hinder his Paffion : He as it were calls 
AY E 2 back 
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back that Manifeſtation of his Deity, leſt it might 
interrupt the Service He was about to perform for 
Mankind. He aſted them again, whom ſeek ye ? 


23. In that He corrects and checks all Things 
that might be either an Impediment of his Paſ- 
ſion, or that might, in the leaſt Degree, betray 
an Unwillingneſs to undergo it. Doubtleſs there 
was an adequate Repreſentation unto Him of the 
Dreadfulneſs of that Conflict He was to undergo | 
with the Wrath of Gop, and yet upon all Occa- | 
ſions He corrects thoſe Apprehenſions which cauſed i 
his human Nature to ſhrink at it. abr xii. 27. Fa- 
ther, ſave Me from this Hour; but for this Cau/+ 
came "is this _ Matth. xxv = 39- 1 
it be le, let this s from Me ; nevertheleſs 
wot 7 7 will, but as TE Even while the 
Infirmity of his human Nature ſtarted at the Ap- 
prehenſion of what He was to ſuffer, and praycd 
inſt it, yet the Freeneſs and Purity of his 

>, SEG carried Him on to it, and made Him, 
as it were, un-pray what He had before prayed : 
Though his Soul ſtartled at the Diſcovery of that 
diſmal. Vale that He: was to paſs through, yet his 
Love to Mankind, and his Reſolution of Obedience 
to his Father's Will carried Him on with Willing» 
neſs to ſuffer that which He was troubled to ſee: 
Again, how doth He check all Impediments to his 
Suffering ? He foreſeeth Shame and Pain, He arms 
himſelf againſt both, ZZ. xii. 2. With Patience 
againſt the latter, He endured the Croſs; with 
Reſolution againſt the former, He deſpiſed the 
Shame. Again, when Peter began to play the 
Politician, in adviſing our Lok to decline his 
Suffering, how ſeverely doth he take him up? Get 
thee behind Me : The Cup which my Father hathgiven 
Ae to drink, ſhall I not drink it ? Again, when the 
forward Zeal of the Diſciple drew his Sword, and 


cut 
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out off a. Servant of the High Prieſts Ear, our 
Lob checks the Aſſailant, and cures the Wound; 
leſt any. Thing thould retard the Execution of that 
for which He came into the World:. | 


IT is very. obſervable,. how. Pilate was ready to 
Fluctuate upon every Occaſion, and ſhifted. from 
Place to Place, and from Point to Point, to decline 
the Condemnation of our Lord: When He an- 
ſwered him nothing, he marvelled, and was at a 
Stand upon his Silence. Mattb. xxvii. 14. When 

He heard his Accuſation to be, becauſe He made 
HFimſelf the Son of Gop, he was the more afraid. 
He had ſecret Checks from his own Conſcience, 
and weighty Advertiſements from his Wife, that 
doubtleſs did put him to a great Perplexity, which 
was ſcarcely conquerable by the Importunity of 
the Jets. And, if in the M idſt of this Heſitancy 
of Mind, our Saviour in any one Anſwer, had 
ſent forth that Majeſty and Strength of Convic- 
tion, that He could, eafily have done, certainly 


8 
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8 the Fews muſt have expected the coming of a- 
ie nother Deputy to have been the Executioner of 


this Purpoſe. But our Lord was ſo far from 
declining: this great Work, that He ſeems pur- 
poſely to decline that Majeſty of Speech, where- 
with He could have confounded. his Judge ; and 
either anſwered him with Silence, or with ſuch Ex- 
preflions as might not too much aftright him from 
| proceeding. John Xix. 11. Thou could/t. have no 
= Power at all againſt me, unleſs it were given thee of 

| Gop.: Though He blamed the Malice of bis 
Accuſers, He admits. and aſſerts the Authority of 
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Fin, Tun Perſons for whom He ſuffered /. 
;ſerved it not: The Expreflions of the Scripture IE 
-are full in this, Rom. v. 7, 8. Peradventure for a 
geod Man ſome would even dare” to die; but Goy 
commendeth his Lov? tetuardt us in that, while we 
«Were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for us; the Objects 
He — upon in his Su ings 2 Dark- 
neſs, Children of Wrath, Eph. ii. 3. Aliens 
from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, — from 
the Covenant f Promiſe, having no Hepe, and 
without GOD in the World, Eph. ii. v2. 
See but what Monſters the beſt of us were in 
dur natural Condition, when every Power of our 
Soul and Body was quite res. r 


Second, As it were for thoſe that deſerved it 
not, fo it was for Creatures that were ns . 
follicitous for, nor ſought after Redemption; ſuch 


- as, were ignorant of their own Miſery, and no 


Ways endeavouring after Mercy. Thus He wa: 
found of them that ſeught Him not; and ſurely lit- 
tle ing could be found in thoſe * were 
dead in Treſt afſes and Sins, 


Third, Nor only for thofe that wer . 
r nor ſought after Deliverance, but his Suf- 
ferings were for thoſe that were Enemies. i ben 
"we were Enemies, we were reconciled to GOD by 
the Death” of his Son. Col. i. 21. And you that 
were ſometimes alienated and Enemies in your Mid 
'by wicked Works, yet now hath He reconciled : And 
the Enmity was ſo perfect that it corrupted the 

beſt Habits of our Minds and turned them into 
Enmity; the very Wiſdom of the Fleſh, earthly, 

: a and deviliſh. James iii. 1 5. So that there 
Was not only in our Nature an Abſence of any 
that might move Go to do any Thing for us, 
an Abſence of that Life that might be ſollicitous 


for itſelf; but there * poſitive Malignity in our 
Nature 
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Natureagainſt that Gop, that ſhould pardon z againft 
that Chr iſt that ſhould ſatisfy ; againſt that Spirit that 
ſhould apply: We were actuated with thoſe vile Af- 
fections, that looked upon a Saviour with noleſs Aver- 
ſion, than thoſe Devils did, that cried out, Art 
thou come to Torment us before our Time? And yet 
for theſe, and ſuch as theſe, our Saviour died; nay, 
ſome of theſe who had actually their Hands in his 
Blood, found the Efficacy of that very Blood, which 
they ſhed, not crying for 5 againſt them, but 


ber Mercy for them, and healing thoſe who had 
cruelly ſpilt it; the Efficacy of that bleſſed Prayer 


of his; Father, forgive them, they know not what they 
do, within ſome few Months after, his Death did 
firſt wound their Hearts with a Senſe of their 
Guilt, and then healed them with the Infuſion oo 
Blood. 1 e 184 N 8 C40. 
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| VI. Faorr the Conſideration'of the former Pas- 
ticulars, it will eaſily appear what was the Motive of 


this great Work. We have ſeen in the Creature 
nothing but Sin and Enmity againſt Gop, and 


conſequently a juſt Obligation to everlaſting Wrath 


and Miſery: So there we can find nothing that 
might upon any Account of Defert draw out ſuch 
Mercy as this. We muſt ſeek for the Motive in 
the Author of it; and in him there was no Neceſ- 
ſity at all to bind him to it: It was his own free 

Vill chat at firſt gave Man a Being, and a bleſ- 
ſed Being; and when he had ſinned againſt the 


Law of his Creation, there was a of ju - 
ſtice for his eternal Puniſhment, but no 


| eceſity 
at all for his Reſtitution. Gon made all Things 
for his Glory, not becauſe He ſtood in Need of 

them; for He had in Himſelf an infinite Self-ſuf- 
ficiency, that ſtood not in Need of the Glory of 
his Creation, nor was capable of an Acceſſion. by 
it: And if it had, yet the great Gop could have 


en k 


enjoyed the Glory of his Juſtice, in the everlaſting 


_ Puniſhment of unthankful Man, and yet had Crea. q 
tures enough, the bleſſed Angels, to have been 
rh. of his Good - 


the everlaſting Partakers and Ad 
neſs: And if there had been an abſolute Neceſlity 


of viſible intellectual Creatures, to be the Partici- 
pants of his Goodneſs, and the active Inſtruments 
of his Glory; the ſame Power that created Man, 
could have created a new Generation of Men, 
that might have ſupplied the DefeQtion of our firk 
Parents. What then is the Original of all his 
Goodneſs to poor ſinful Man, to purchaſe fuch 2 
worthleſs Creature at ſuch an invaluable Price a; 
the Blood of the Son of Gop? Nothing but Love, 


free undeſtrved Love; Love that loved before it 


was ſought, that loved when it was rejected: Th: | 


Lorp did not ſet his Love upon, nor chuſe you, be- 


cauſe ye were more; but becauſe the Lok D leved yon; 


He loved you, becauſe He loved you: As Almighty 
So could not define Himſelf by any Thing but 
Himſelf, 7 am that I am; fo He can reſolve his 
Love into no other Motive than his Love; He 


Joved you becauſe He loved you: And here is the 


Spring, the Fountain of all this ſtrange and un- 
heard - of Goodneſs of Gop in Ghrift, nothing but 
che free Love of God, Jah iii. 16. S Go loved the 
Merl, that He gave bis only begotten Son. 1 John 
iy. 10. Herein is Love, not that we loved Gop, but 
that Gop led, and ſent his Son to be a Propitiation 
for our Sins! And that very ſame Love that was in 
the Father to ſend, was in the Son to come, and 
to die for: us. It was He that loved and waſhed us 
with his own Blood; waſhed us, becauſe He loved 
us. When we lay, like Ezeliel's wretched Infant, 
polluted in our Blood; when no Eye pitied us, then 
this Love of Gon paſſed by us, and ſaid unto us, 
Live; yea, ſaid unte us, we were in aur 78 
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Le: And when that Life was not acquirable' for 
"Sus, but by the Death of the eternal Son of Gop, 
then to purchaſe that Life for us, He fold his own; 

and to waſty us from the Pollutions of our Blood, 
„freely ſhed his own: This was the Love 47 Chrith, 
"i which paſſeth Knowledge. . 


= VII. Now let us conſider the © End of this 1 
table Love of Obriſt; and as it looks upward to- 
* BS wards Gon, fo it looks downwards towards us: 
As He was the Mediator between both, ſo the End 
of his Mediatorfhip- had Reſpect to both. 1. In refe- 
rence to Gop; the Ends of our Lon 8 Suffering 
were principally theſe: | 


1. To reſtore unto Almighty Gop the dire 
Service and Glory of his Creature. Gop did at 
the firſt create Man in ſuch a Conſtitution, that 
he might not only diſplay the Glory of bis Power 
and Wiſdom in framing of ſuch à Creature, as the 
Heavens, the Stars, and other Creatures below an 
intelleQual Nature do; but to be a Beholder of 
Himſelf and his Works, to be an Obſerver of his 


1- WE Will, and to glorif his Maker in the Admiration 
ut of his Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and in the 
% BW Obſervance of his Law and Will; and to his own 
n Glory had by an eternal Bond annexed his Crea- 


kt tures Perf ion and Bleſſedneſs. Man rebelled; 


and therefore he became unſerviceable to the End 
of his Creation, ſo he loſt the Bleſſedneſs of his 
Condition.  Chri/# came, and by his own Blood 
purchaſed, as unto Man his Bleſſedneſs, ſo unto 
Gop the Service of his Creature. He gave Him- 
ſelf for us, that He might redeem u de all Inigui- 
ty, and purify unts Himſelf a peculiar People ca- 
leus of good Works. And this was the chief Part of 
that Account that our LoxD giveth unto bis Far 
* in the FORT He made before his Paſſion, 
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dead the Work which Thou gave/t Me to ds. As 
if He had faid, Thou haſt ſent Me into the 
World about a weighty Buſineſs, the Reſtitution of 
thy fallen Creatures; and that therein as thy Crea- 
ture may partake of thy Goodneſs, ſo Thou * 
reap the Glory of thy Creature's Service. And 
now. I return to Thee thy Creature healed and re- 


ſtored, that it may be as well a Monument as a Pro- 


claimer of thy Goodneſs to all Eternity.“ 


2. To manifeſt unto Men and Angels the Glory 


and infinite Perſections of all his bleſſed Attributes: 
The Glory of his Wiſdom in contriving, and of 
his Power in effecting ſuch a Deliverance for the 
Children of Men, by a Way that exceeded the Dil- 
quiſition of Men and Angels: The Glory of his 
Mercy, that could not have been poffibly fo con- 
Tpicuous to Mankind, if Man had never fallen. In 
the Creation of Man, He manifeſted the Glory of 
| his Goodneſs,” that communicated Being to him, 
that ſo He might communicate his Goodneſs to 
him; but in the Redemption of Man, He mani- 
felted his Mercy in forgiving and healing a rebel- 
lious and miſerable Creature: The Glory of his 
heed that would not pardon. the Sin, till he 

ad a Satis faction for the Sin; that would not ſpare 
the Son, when He chole to be the Surety for the 


Sinne. 


2. In reference to Mans the Ends of our Lord's. 
Suffering were principally theſe. 4 


1. To deliver him from Guilt, the Conſe- 
quence of Sin, and Miſery the Fruit of the Guilt. 

n whom tus have Redemption through his Blood, the 
Fargiveneſs of Sins,” And ſurely, bad the Fruit of 


| Film device 4. T have glorified Thee on Earth, I have 
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Ir a Man under the Guile 5 | Honor ef ſome 
hideous Treaſon, under the ſevere and inexorable 
Sentence of the Law againſt him, under the immi- 
nent Inſliction of moſt exquiſite Torments, ſhould 
but hear of a Pardon and Diſcharge from this, ho- 
welcome would it be, though the Reſidue of his 
Life were to be A5 in | Exile? Ree SONS, 


2. To wi Gov unto bis S So 
that it doth not only remove the Effects of the An- 
ger of Gon, which is Puniſhment; which may be 
removed, and yet 2 continuing: Nor dot 
it only remove the Anger of Gov, and leaves a 
Man h in a State of Inffcrency, as it is between 
Perſons that never were acquainted one with ano - 
ther; but it is a State of Reconciliation, Epb. ii. 16. 
That He might reconcile bath unto Gop in one Body 
by the Crofs, having Jain the Enmity thereby. 20. 
v. 19. Gop was in Chriſt reconciling the World un- 
ts Himſelf, not imputing thair Treſpaſſes tnto tbem. 
And certainly this is a great Addition to the former, 
that Gop in Ghri/t ſhould not only paſs by our Sins, 
but ſhould. no longer look upon us as Strangers, but 
as Perſons reconciled unto — If a Man were 
ſenſible of the unhappy Condition of being eſtrang 


ed from Gop, how highly would he prize a State 


of Reconciliation, thaugh it were in the meaneſt 
and loweſt Relation? 7 am no more worthy to be call-. 
ed thy Son, make me as one of thy bired Servants. - So 
that I May not be eſtranged from Thee, reconcile 
me unto thyſelf, though in the Condition of thy 
meaneſt Servant. But neither doth ns happy Fruit 
of our wand 8 ener E 
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3. To reſtore unto us that near and bleſſed Re- 
lation of n of Gop: He died, that we 
might receive t tron of Sons. © Behold now are 
the Sens of God, a it 2 not yet appear tobat tue 
ſhall be. This was that dear Exprefſion of our | 
Lox, after his Reſurrection, Fohn xx. 17. Go to 

Brethren, and tell them I aſcend unto My Fa- 
= and your Father, to my Gon and your Gop: 
He — to intereſt aka, in this bleſſed Relation 
in a Kind of Equality with Himſelf; my Brethren, 
my Father — our Father; and feet and com- 
fortable are the Conſequents of this. Is He my Fa- 
ther? Then I know He can pity me as a Father 

his Children, He can pardon and ſpare me, 
at a Father ſpareth his Son that ſerves him, Mal. iii. 

15. Is He my Father? Then whither ſhould I 
but to Him for Protection in all my Dangers ? : 
Directions in all my Difficulties? for Satisfaction 
in-all my Doubts? hor Supply in all my Wants? 
This I can with Confidence expect from a wy 
_ earthly Father, according. to the Compaſs 
Abilities: F ge then being evil know how to — 
good Things to your Children, how much more ſhall 
;aur Father. who is in Heaven give" good Things to 
them that aſt Him? Mercy, and Compaſſion, and 
Love, is a Virtue in a Man, in an earthly Father, 
a Piece of that Image of Gop which at firſt He 
imprinted in Man; and yet Paſſion and human In- 
firmity, as it hath _ weakned the Habit there- 
of in us, ſo it may ſuſpend the Exerciſe thereof to 
a near Relation: «= in Almighty Gon theſe are 
in their Perfection, and nothing at all is in Him 
that can remit it. Mercy and Tenderneſs are At- 
tributes which He delights in; Mercy pleaſeth Him: 
It vas that great Attribute that He proclaimed - | 
Name by, Exod. xxxiv. 6. and fo diffuſive is his 
May: that it extends —— 1 all, 
and his tender Mercies are over all his Rein, _ 
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Ennis r Crucified. G1 
not only to the Juſt and Good, but even to the Un- 
kind; caufing his Sun to ſhine upon the Evil and the 
Good: And ſurely He that hath Mercy for an Ene- 
my, cannot deny it unto a Child. Can 4 Mother 

orget her ſucking Child? Yea, ſhe may forget; yet 
20 I not forget Thee, ſaith the Lo to, xlix. 


4. To reſtore us to a moſt ſure, an everlaſting 
Inheritance in Heaven. Gal. iv. 7. Va Son, then - 
an Heir of Gon through Chriſt: And here is the 
Complement of all; not only abſolved from the 
Guilt of Sin, reconciled to Gop, put into the Re- 
lation of a Child of Gop; but after all this, to be 
everlaſtingly ſtated in a bleſſed Condition to all 
Eternity : And all this from the Condition of a 
moſt vile, ſinful, loſt Creature, and by ſuch a 
Price as the Blood of Chr. More need not, can- 
not be ſaid. 2 5 


VIII. AxD by what hath been ſaid, it is eaſy to 
ſee what the Fruits and Effects of all this are. Gop 
will not be diſappointed in the End of ſo great a 
Work, and therefore we cannot be diſappointed_in 
the Fruits of it; and thoſe are either ſuch as are en- 

joyed in this Life, or principally in that which is to 
come. Thoſe Benefits that naturally ariſe from 
8 crucified, and are enjoyed in this Life, are 


* - 


I. JusTIFICATION and Acceptation in the Sight 
of Gop. He looks upon us as thoſe that bave ſa- 
tisfied his Juſtice when his Son ſuffered: So that 
the Loxp imputed our Sins to our Reden, fo 
He imputes his Righteouſneſs unto us; and as He 
was well pleaſed with Him, ſo He was well pleaſed 
in Him, with as many as are received into this Co- 
Vor. XXX. F 2. PEACE 
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equence of the former: Being juſtified by Faith, 
we have Peace weth Goo thraugh our ASD fave 
Chrift. The only Cauſe of Breach between Gon 
and his Creature, is Sin; and this being quite re- 
moved, the Enmity between Gop and his Crea- 
ture is removed, and Peace and Love reſtored be- 


= 3. Conszqut NTLY, Peace with ourſelves, and 
our dyn Conſcience; | and that upon a double 

round: 1. Becauſe our Conſcience is ſprinkled by 
n Blood of Chrift, which defaceth all Guilt: 

. Becauſe Conſcience ever ſideth with Gon, whoſe 
Vicegerent ſhe is in the Soul, and hath the vety 
fame Aspect, for the moſt Part, that Heaven hath; 
and therefore if it be clear above, it is quiet with- 
in; and Ker ſpeaks Peace, the Conſcience. duk 
not ſpeak Trouble. f . 


4. SUFFIEIENT Grace to preſerve us from, or 
* us in, or deliver us out of Temptations. 
We ſtand more in need of Grace, than we do of 
1 our Bread; -becauſe the Conſequence of the Want 
.S of the fotmer, is of more Danger than the latter, 
| . as the Soul is more valuable than the 

| Body. 


y. And if our Father is._ pleaſed to furt. h 
us with cur daily Bread, how thall He deny vs 
'our daily Supplies of his Grace? eciaMls 
fince our Intereſt therein is founded upon the Co- 


* oat 2441 4; oa 4 Rent a e 064 7&5 
"5: A-GnTLE and: merciful, pardoning of -our 
F Sings, even, as A Father, pitieth. and pardoneth 
"the Infirmities of a Child; and though He doth not 
diſpence with. prefumptuous Offences, yet He ſor- 
. giyes their many Infirmities, And it is a Privilege 
of high Concerament to us, that as in our fit 
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Converſion, the Blood of Chrift waſheth 2 
whole Life of Sins at once, fo after our Converſion 
the ſame Fountain ſtands open; whereunto we may 
and muſt reſort, to cleanſe our daily Failings: 
Chrift, received by "Faith in the Heart, is a con- 
tinual Sacrifice, which I may preſent unto the Fa- 
hon for my Sins committed after my Conver- 
n. f | 


6. A en esam fanQified Uſe of al 
Conditions: In Proſperity, Moderation; in Ad. 
verſity, Contentedneſs; in all Sobriety. For 
our Loxp hath purchaſed for us Grace, to uſe all 
Things aright; ſo He: hath obtained for us an In- 
heritance, that renders the beſt the World can give 
us unworthy to be valued; and the worſt it can 

e us, unworthy to be feared, in reſpect, of the 
Beere which He hath ſettled ypon * 


5 7 A 5viny Hog; A Hr cher it is 


ſhamed, even of that Glory . = Saviour came 


from Heaven to — by his Blood; and the 

Aſſurance what He hath ſealed Phe or his yur ond 
obn xiv. 2, 3, to prepare a Place an 

Pipe pil prof a0 a Hul, for 2 come 

pos r you unto: 1 115 nor F am 

be alſo: A Hope of a b efſed Reſurrectien 

* thz a a of that — — Appearance 


ef our 2535 and Saviour Chrift; a Hope of 


that glorious Sentence in Preſence of Men and 
Angels Come ye Bleſſed; and an Hope of everlaf.- 
ing Bieſſedneſs and Glory in the Preſence of the 
gre Gop „ to all Eterni Ho Ani the Efficacy of 

Hope, ers in dhe of Gor! Te brings u us 
Viſtory 5 PT ky 
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1. VicTokty over Sin. Sin hall not have De- 
minien over you, 1 22 not under the Law, but 
under Grace. that bath this org? anten 
age even as be is pure. en 


git Vierer over the World, in 1 the beft it can 
afford us; its Flatteries and Favours: Theſe are 
too ſmall and inconſiderable, when compared with 
this Hope; they ſhine like a Candle in the Sun, and 
are ine -ual to win over a Soul that is fixed upon 
this Hope; and Victory over the worſt the World 
can inflict: Our Lox p hath conquered the World 
in this Reſpect for us: Be not afraid, 1 have over- 
came the Waris, John xvi. 33. and E it in 

us; This 1s the Victory that avercometh Aan 
even our Faith, ” 


3. Victory over r. Death; which nowz by 
Means of this bleſſed Hope, is ſtripped as well of 
her Terror as of her Power: Thus, Thanks be un- 
to Gon, who e * ey e 8 
Mer Fi | 


y +, now, 3 — 2 of this / ument = 
bath carried my Meditations to à great Height; 
yet, to avoid Milk _ n I * 


ne 1 . 
1 4 „ ee 
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l 3 yet we muſt not think his Sufferings 


were the ſame with thoſe of the Damned, either in 
Kind or Degree; for this could neither conſiſt with 
the Pur ty of his Nature, or Dignity of his Pei ſon; 
but He ſuffered as much as was conſiſtent with 
| theſe Conſiderations; and, as conſidering the Dig- 

nity of his Perſon, was enn, to the Demerits 
of all Mankind. | 


2. Tur 
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2. THAT his Righteouſneſs imputed to us, doth 
not exempt us from having a Righteouſneſs inhe- 
rent in us: This were to diſappoint the End of his 
* which 72 to redeem us from our vain 
Oon * us a People den- 
lous of good Werte 2 


* * 6 
7 1 1 
* Q * 1 X 
- 
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3. Tnar this Purchaſe of W by Ghrif 
for er, is not to render them idle, or ſecure, 
* or preſumptuous; where there is ſuch a Diſpoſition 

= of „it is an evident Indication, that it is not 
4 yet truly united unto Chriſ by Faith and Love; his 
a Grace is ſuſficient to TR 
b if * naglect or 6 
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Jos v. 6, 7. 


4 5 Aitlion cometh not forth of the 
Dol, neither doth 7 rouble fring out of the 
Grou 


Yet Man is born to 7 rouble, as the Sparks fly 
upward. 


Job they were miſtaken, yet they were cer 
tainly wiſe and obſerving Men, and many wid | 
their 13 were full — excellent Truth, | 
ticularly this Speech of Eliphaz, which contains 
theſe two uſeful Propoſitions. | 


I * I. Tnar the general State of Man in this 
cc World i is a State of Trouble and Affliction; 
„ and it is ſo incident to all Mankind, that 
cc it ſeems almoſt as univerſal as that natural | 

c 9 in — to fly upward.” 


75s Friends, though i in the particular Caſe of 


No 
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N perſon, of whatſoever Age, Sex, Condition, 
Degree, Quality, Profeſſton, but hath a Part in 
this common State of Mankind; and although 
ſome have a greater Portion of it than others, ſome. 
have N and longer Intermiſſions and Allays 
there than others, 175 none are totally exempt: 
Vea, it is rare to find any Man, that hath had the 
ordinary Extent of he” Age of Man, but his 
Troubles, Croſſes, Calamities, Afflictions, have 
exceeded the Meaſure of his Ir and d 
ments in Life. " | 


be.) II. TAL yet choſe - AMiQions and Troble 
« do neither grow up by a certain regular and 
4 conſtant rſe of Nature, as Plants and 
& Vegetables do out of the Ground, neither 
s are they meerly accidental; but they are 
e ſent, directed and managed, by the Con- 
4 duct and Guidance of the moſt wiſe Provi- 
e dense of Gop:” een 
Sequel of this Chapter. ROY Aer ad 
AND as in all Things in Natur FE * wiſe 
God doth, nothing at andom, fo this Part of his 
providential Diſpenfation He doth exereĩſe with ex- 
cellent Wiſdom, and for excellent Ends, even for 
the Advantage of Mankind in general, and parti- 
cularly of thofe that ſeem moſt to ſuffer by them; 
ſometimes to puniſh, ſometimes to correct, ſome- 
times to prevent, ſometimes to heals ſometimes to * 
prepare, ſometimes to humble, always to 3 | 
and teach, and better the Children « Men. N 


Axp indeed, if there were no other Ende but 
theſe that follow, this ſharp Providence of 1 
Gop would be highly juſtified; namely | 
keep Men humble and diſciplinable. un is a 
wy vain Creature; and were that Humour con- 
. ſtantly 


* 
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Aang, fed with Proſperity and Succels, it would 
ly puff him vp. dess are the neceſſary 


Correctives of it, and prick. this ſwelling Impoſtume 
of Pride and Haughtineſe, which would eri 
render Men intolerable in themſelves and on: to 
another, Secondly, to bring Mankind to zcknow- 
ledge Gon, to ſeek: unto Him, to depend upon 
Him: ; : ER moſt natural 1 en 
Hv. 15. nt ir Afiiftions t wilt fee ear 
Ky rough and avs 6: a in a eds 
w one to his Gop. to 7 50 
the Children of Men in this great hb Ig. 
_ their Happineſs. lies not in this Wark, be — 91 . 
better; and IE. theſe plain and ſcnſible Documents, 
t carry Mankind up to the End of their Beings. 
op knows thoſe few. and little Comforts of this 
Life, notwithſtanding all the Troubles with hich 
they are intermixed, are apt to keep the Hearts of 
Men in too great Love of this World. What 
would become of us, if our whole Lives here ſhould 
be of roles at N Fun the Intermixture 


is 22 cont ＋ Sis of dank od thi Wor 
or part ormy, an 
chat ordinarily we can expect it to be ther- 
1 are theſe . 1 
1 ol n eee 10 ene aa 


1 We Doin i fb mae 
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3. WHAT is the beſt Tory of Mind when 
w_ of them are removed. 


Ys ene ap art &f theſe, Frepetwe 
eder“ come the beſt Rs ſeem to 
Ez w# 4 | | 


r A ou „ Convickion 157 Spider ch of 

| this nk certain Truth, Phat no Man how good, 
pious, wiſe ſoever, can by any Means expect to 

be exempt from them, but muſt be more or leſs 

ſubject to Affliction, of one Kind or other, at one 

Time or another, in, one Meaſure or another. 

And this certain Truth will be evident, if we 

conſider the ſeveral Kinds of Affliction that are 

common to Mankind: And herein I ſhall forbear 

the Inſtances which concern our Childhood and 

Youth, as fuch, which yet notwithſtanding are 
ſubjeck to Afflictions, and though they ſeem, not 
ſuch to Men of riper Years, yet are as real and 

pungent, and ſenſibly grievous to them, 28 thoſe 
that ſeem of ter Moment to Men of ripet 
Years : But I ſhall Il apply myſelf to tnofe Inſtances 
which are more evident, and of which thoſe that 
many the Exerciſe of Reaſon may be more capable. 


"Advticvinny cem wks of two Kinds, 1. Com- 
if — — befalling a Nation, City, or Socie- 
of Men: 2. ry that concern a Man i in i his 

Particular, "= F Mos by 

; | 7 - 113% IOY 
1. Tovening the 1 — — of thele, namely, 
Common Calamities, ſuch are Wars, Dervaftations, 
Famines, Peſtilences, ſpreading contagious 'Dif- 
_ eaſes, great 'Conflagrations, Experience dail = 

us fee, Feit they involve in their Extent the 

rality af Men, good and bad, pious and profane: 


1 ey th 5 
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is that which 1 do not know how any Man can 


any Perſon w Ray's Immunity. If a Man receive Wi 
any ſuch Bleſing from Gop, He is bound emi- 
nently to acknowledge it as a ſignal Intervention } 
of the Divine Mercy, but it is not that which a y 
An p upon this Conſideration, we have | juſt | 


they are not delivered from them. If they truly 


_ everal, Kinds; 1. Such as befal the Body : N 


4+ Such as befata Man's Friends or Relations. 


And the gracious Gop is ſometimes 
Pleaſed, for Ends beſt known to Himſelf, ſtrangely 


to reſcue ſome out of a common Calamity, yet it 


promiſe himſelf, tho“ otherwiſe never ſo pious and 
Jalt becauſe I find not that any where under the 
yangelical Diſpenſation, Gop hath promiſed to 


Cauſe to blame two. Sorts of Perſons; namely, 
1. Thoſe inconfiderate Perſons that are ready to 
cenſure all ſuch as fall under à common Calamity, 
whether of Fire, Sword, or Peſtilence, as if they 
were therefore greater Sinners than thoſe that eſcape; 

the Error reproved by our Saviour in the Inſtance 

of the Galilaamt, and. thoſe upon whom the Tower 

of Sihem fell. 2. Thoſe that upon an Opinion 
of their own Righteouſncls or Deſert; think them- 
ſelues-exempted trom. the Stroke. of common, Cala- 
mities, ar are ready to accuſe the divine Juſtice if 


Soenfdered ther juſt Demerit of any Sin, and their 
own Sins or Failings, they would acknowledge the 
| "of (30D, if he reſerve. an eternal Ræward 
of their Obedience, though He expoſe them to the 
worſt of temporal Evils. | e ee, 


* Covers. Perſonal Exils, they are of 


3 
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1. ToveninG the firſt of theſe Evils, namely, 
that befal the Body, th ey are of twoKinds. . Some 
that are not epidemical or univerſal; ſuch as acci- 
dental Hurts, Diſeaſes ſpringing from the particu- 
lar Complexion of Perſons, hereditary Diſeaſes, 
Diſeaſes incident to certain Ages, infectious Diſ- 
eaſes ariſing from an tl Diſpoſition of the Air or 
Waters. 2. Some Diſeafes are incident to every 
Man in the World. "If a Man lives to old Age, 
his very Age is a Diſeaſe, and the Decay of naty- 
ral Heat and Moiſture doth in Time bring the o 
eſt Man to his End: He meets with ſome Diſeale 
or other that makes way for his Diſſolution. So 
that upon the whole, though this or that Man may 
not meet with this or that particular Diſeaſe; yet, 
as ſüre as he is mortal, fo ſure ſhall ſome Diſeaſe, 
Caſuglty* or 9 l mw to the Duſt of 


2. Tovenixc: Actions bee Con- 
cern a Man in his Eſtate. It is true, ſome are 
more afflicted in this Kind than others. The more 
Wealth any Man hath, the more he is obnoxious to 
Loſſes; and the more any Man loves Wealth, che 
deeper this Affliction wounds him: And this is ge- 
nerally true in all-worldly Matters whatſoever, the 
more a Man's Heart is ſet upon it, the more bitter 
the Aiction is therein. But though Afflictions 
in this Kind pinch ſome cloſer Wan others, et 


3 


ä of it his Affliction that he waits" 
and the rich Man is not without his Ar- 
fliction, either in the Lofs of i it,” or che Fear of ſuch 
Loſs; Which ereate as real 2 CT a8 the Los 


iel. Fire and Shipwreck, Envy and cltiop, 
falſe Accuſations, Robbers, 4 prödigal. Heir, or a 
| une Thouſands of fuel Hxe Rv endes there 

e do a rich Man's F reaſure; and either they 


=% #3 # :* 


* 


there are very few that totally eſcape them. Ide 
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actually attach it, and then they cauſe Sorrow, or 
*continually menace it, and fo cauſe Fear. Nay, 
"ſometimes a rich Man hath as great an Affliction in 
not knowing where or how to diſpoſe of his Wealth, 
'# he hath that wants . 


_ + Tovcnixneg Aﬀition in the Name: Of al 
Things in the World, a good Name is moſt expo- 
fed to Injury; a falſe Accuſation, or falſe Report, 
an Action or Word miſinterpreted. A Man hath 
no Security of his Wealth againſt Invaſions of 
others; but he hath much lets Security touching 
Bis Name, becauſe it is in the Keeping of others 
more than of the Man himſelf; and it is viſible to 
| Man, that he that hath the greateſt Name is 
moſt expoſed to the Envy, and therefore to the 
Detraction and Calumnies of others; and he that 
values his Reputation moſt, is eaſieſt blaſted, and 
deeper wounded by a Calumny, than he that hath 
little Reputation, or that eſteems it lightly. _- 

I. Tovcuins Friends: There are two Things 
that induce the Loſs of Friends: 1. That which 
ſeems caſual, yet very common, whereby either 
Friends become Enemies, or at leaſt grow into 
Neglect; which is ſometimes done by Miſrepreſen- 
_ fations, falſe Reports, by Differences in Matters of 
- Intereſt, by the Declination of a Man's Condition. 
2. That which is certain: Death takes away 2 
Man's Friends and Relations from him, or bim 
from them; the more Friends and Relations any 
Man hath, the more Loſſes of them or in them he 
mall neceſſarily have; becauſe every one of them is 
ſubject to all thoſe Caſualtics that any one of them 
is ſubjeQ to, whether in Eſtate, Name, Body, and 
© conſequently, the more Friends and Relations, the 
more Croſſes and Calamitics; every bitter Arrow that 


* T 
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wounds any of them glanceth upon me, and makes 


my Wounds the more, by how much the more 
Friends and Relations I have; and makes them the 
deeper, by how much the nearer or dearer thoſe 
Friends or Relations are to me. It is true, that in 
a Multitude of dear Friends and Relations there is 
a Communication of more Comforts; but ſince 
erally the Scene of every Man's Life is fuller of 
roſſes than'Comforts, the. Afflictions of my many 
Friends or r ad ogra. mie. 
Comforts. in "Ul + _ 1181 


4-4. tis 3 
Au this Croſſes and Aficions | in a Rods, E- 
ſtate, Name, and Friends, though poſſibly they 
may not all come together, or in their Perfection, 
at one Time, upon any one Man; yet as no Man 
is exempt from any of them at any Time, ſo ſome- 
times they have falen in together, even upon ſome - 
of the beſt Men: Wines ob, who at one Time 
ſuffered the Loſs of all his Children, of all his Ser- 
vants, of all his Goods, of his great and honour- 
able Eſteem among Men, of his Health; and be- 
ſides all this, lay under ſevere Afflictions in his Mind, 
and under the Imputation of re er om 
beſt and molt rr F riends, | * 


þ 
1 all this a Man may 


901 ou be to con- 
clude, That even the moſt ſincere Piety cannot 
give any Man an 2 from n of ihe 
cringe of any Kind-“ WER : 


2. Tun ſecond e inſt AfiQion ; is, 
a frequent Suppoſition, even in tha Time of our 
greateſt Proſperity, that the Caſe may and probably 
will be altered with us; and ſo to — ourſelves as 


it were into the Mold of an afflicted Condition. 

For Inſtance, I am now in Health; What if I were 

now to enter into the —_ of the Shadow of 
Vor. XXX. Death 5 
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—_—_— ul Diſeaſe? How 
am with Patience, Reſignation, Contempt of 
the World? Such an Eſtate asthis I muſt come to 
ſooner or later; How ſhall I carry myſelf under it? 
I have , What if at this Moment I 
were bereft of all, how could I ſubmit to Power- 
= and Want? I have now a Huſband, Wife, 
Children, many Friends; What if Gon ſhould, 
in x Moment, deprive me of all theſe? What if 
my deareſt Friends ſhould beoome my bittereſſ 
Enemies, how ſhould I bear myſelf under theſe 
9 have a Name in the World, What if 
ament a black Cloud of Scorn and Reproach 
. drawn over it, ho „ — 
Rok «Condition? i $655.86 2 | 


— . the: like: s of Trouble 
would habituate our Minds to them, render them 
du us hen they come, 1 in 7 

te of * ere - grace | 


= Tas next Prepartive i 20 keep Pic, 555 | 
nocence, and a good Conſcience it comes. 
As Sin is the Sing of Death, ee * 
Affliction, and that which gi vos tithe greateſt Bit- 
terneſs and Strength; and the Reaſon is this, be- 
cauſe it weakens and diſubles that Nart in Manwhich 
muſt bear and ſupport it. This tis that which the 
wiſe Man obſerves, Preu. xviii. 24. The Spirit of a 
Man will ſuſtain bis In firmitien, but. a xoounded.$ 
rit who can bear? hich is ne more than this; 
it is the Spirit of Man Tightly principled that:doth 

carry him through  Difficultics and\Aflictions but 
if that Spirit be or wounded, hat is there left 
in a Man to bear them ? Innocence and a good 
Conſcience keeps the Spirit of a Man in Confi- 
dence; and indeed hath an Influence, and Atteſta- 
tion, and Suppott from the GOD of Heaven, to 


ELIT Tb 
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whom a good Conſcience can with an humble Con- 
fidence appeal; and this Acceſs to Alm 1 — 
doth give new Supplies, Strength to 

bear it up under preſſing AﬀMictions. - But on he 


| other Side, Sin doth difable the Soul to bear Afflic- 


tion *till it be thro of: 1. Becauſe it 
dotly weaken the Spirit of a Man, makes it cow- 
ardly and unable to bear itſelf up under the Preſ- 
ſure. 2. It doth obſtruct the Intercourſe between 
Go and the Soul, and that Influence that might 
and would otherwiſe be derived to the Spirit of a 
Man by the Gon of the Spirits of all Fleſh... 


1 the deſt Proparative again Afie” 
tion is, to have the Soul as clear as may be from 
the Guile of Sin: 1. By an innocent and watchful 
— DID 

a ſpecdy and hea nce 1 2 
before Affliction 1 although it is true, 
that many times Affliction is the Moles of God 
to awaken a Sinner to Repentance, and 


even then neeped by he merciful Gov, ye 


indly and eaſy, and ren- 
ders —— leſs troubleſome,. which prevents 
Affliction, and one great End of it before 
ie comes. He chat hath. a Soul cleanſed by Faith 
from the Guilt of Sin, before the Affliction comes 
upon him, hath but one Work to do, namely, to 
fit himſelf with Patience to ur the Shock : 


But he:that defers his Repentance. "ill driven ta it 
by Affliction, his Work is double, namely, 5 


amin and to bear his Affliction. 
And Affliction is 


4 Fux next 8 


on: humble Mind. When AMiction meets with a 
proud Heart, there ariſeth more Trouble, Tu- 
mult and. Diſorder, in the Conteſt of ſuch a Heart 


Afition, than "_ can ariſe from 


the 


againſt the 
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the Affliction itſelf; and the Struggling of pad. 
with the Afliction, galls and intangles the Mind 
more than the ſevereſt Affliction, and renders a 
Man unfit for. it and unable to bear it. Ibe Pro- 
phet ſays, (La. li. 20.) ber Sons at the Head of eve- 
2% Street, were lite a wild Bull in à Net. But on 
the other Side, an humble Mind is calm and pati- 
ent, and falls with Eaſe: upon an afflicted Conditi- 
on; for the Truth is, the great Evil of Suffering 
1s, not ſo much in the Thing a Man rene as at 
te rid Wy Raven that meets with it. 

. AxoTHER, ſingular Preparation ind Af. 
dition, is a ſteady Refignation-of a Man's m4 
the Will and Gaed-pleaſure of GoD, and that u 
Grounds of the greateſt Reaſon imaginable. 

I. It is a moſt Sovereign Will ; his Will muſt 4 
done whether we will or not: Therefore it is the 
higheſt Folly , imaginable to conteſt with Him. 
2. As it is the moſt Sovereign Will, fo it is the: 
moſt Wiſe Will; his Will is founded upon and 
directed by infinite Wiſdom: And ſince thou canſt. 
not judge thy Will. wiſer than his, it becomes thee 
te reſolve thy poor, narrow, inconfiderate Will, 
into the Will of the moſt wife Gop. 3. As it is a. 
1 wiſe Will, o the Will of Gon is moſt.cer-. 
the beſt Will. rHis Will alone gave thee 
— ing, that He might communicate his Good 
neſs to that Being of thine, which He ſreely gave 
thee. It may be, thou doſt not ſee the Reaſon of” 
his Diſpenſations; yet reſign thyſelf up to his Diſ- 
poſal, and reſt aſſuredly it ſhall be beſt for thee, 
tho” thou yet canſt not underſtand what it means. 
If thou reſign thy Will to his, be confident He 
will never miſlead ns, nor give RT ts 


2 a nn * 3 


+68 er SS D520 &. 0-30 


ſupply” 


Of Arrrrerrovs. 4h 


"Ss I sRALL conclude with that great Prep: 
tive, which includes all, Labour to get thy — 


with God, thro' Feſus Chri n our Lox Dp: When 


this is once attained, thou art ſet above the Love 
of the World, and the Fear of AMiictions, becauſe 
thou haſt the Aſſurance of a greater Treaſure than 
this World can give or take away; a Kingdom that 


| cannot be moved; Heb. xii. 28. a moſt ured Ex- 


pectation that is above the Region of Afflictions, 
and that renders the g Affiction light: And | 
yet becauſe thou art, notwithſtanding this 


„in this lower Region, and ſubje& to 
Paſfions and Fears, the merciful Gop hath enga- 
2 Promiſe to ſupport these under them; to 
thee by them; and to carry thee through 
— by © his all-ſufficient Grace: The Strokes 
thou receiveſt are directed ed and ordered 
by Him, in very Love and Faithfulneſs : He hath” 
a Heart of Compaſſion: and Love to thee, even 
when He ſeems in His Providences to frown upon” 
thee ; while thou art under them, He will make 
them work together for thy Good, and will never 
take from thee” thoſe everlaſting Mercies which” 
are thy Portion: And that as on the one Side He 
will never ſuffer" thee to be afflicted beyond what 
He "gives thee Grace to bear, ſo on the other” 
'He will ſo order and govern” thy light Af. 
fins which are but for a Moment, that in the 
ſhall bring thee a far P Fun * 
. F Glory. | 


II. I cou to the feednd gener; atk; 6 
How Aflitions incumbent upon us are to be received,- 
and improved ; arid this will be in great Meaſure 
d by what hath been ſaid touching our Pre 
a Mind 


paration of Heart before they come; 


o 3 will be ſufficiently qualified to re- 


G 3 ceive 
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ceive them as becomes a Orien- ——— 
1 1 ſhall ſubjoin And, 


= Ir 8 a Man and AMiAions,' — 
feſt Place, _ 2 very diligent Conſideration. 
_— Or: Gmrs that He is a Gop of 
infinite Wins ower, Juſtice, Mercy and 

| Goodneſs : That He hates not any Thing that 
He hath made, but hath a great Love to all his 
Creatures; that he defigns their Good, even in 
thoſe Diſpenſations that ſeem moſt ſevere; that if 


He had not a Good-will to his Creatures, He 


would never have done ſo much for them; that 
whilſt He exerciſeth Difcipline to the Children of 
Men, it is evident they are under his Care; that 
oftentimes there is greater Severity in his leaving 
Mankind to themſelves, than in exerciſing them 
with Afflictions; and that He equally: 2— 
_ the Love and Care of a Father in his 1 | 
= in his more plealing Adminiſtrations. ' ; 


2. Aw» be lev him ankles, that AMiQi- 
oh riſe not out of the Duſt, but are ſent and ma- 
by the wiſe Diſpoſition of Gop; it is his 
Providence. that ſends them, that - meaſures. out 
their Kind, Weight, Continuance; and they are 
always, as commiſſioned by Him, ſo under the 
Conduct of his Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
and never exceed the Line of his Power, Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs; if He bids them go, . go; if 
He bids them return, they return; if He com- 
mands the moſt tempeſtuous Storms of Afflictions, 
Peace, be ſtill, there will be a Calm; as Man- 
kind is never out of the Reach of his Power to 
afflict and correct, nn 
of bis Power to relieve ans ee 155 


1 Con- 
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3. Cons1psr, That as no Man hath an Ex- 

emption from Afflictions, ſo it is evident the beſt: 
of Men are viſited with them, and it is but need 
they ſhould; for where one Man is the worſe by 
Afflictions, a thouſand are the worſe for want of 
them; and the wiſe and gracious God that knows 
our Fr rame, better than we ourſelves, doth for the 
moſt Part in very Faithfulneſs aMict us. The Di- 
vine Counſels have ever in them a Complication- 
of excellent Ends, even in Afflictions themſelves: 


They are Acts of Juſtice oſtentimes to puniſh, 


and of Merey to prevent Diſtempers and to heal. 
them; and this is that Lot which our bleſſed- 
Loxn bequeathed his own People, In the Moria 
Je ſhall have Tribulation, Fobn xvi. 38. So that a 
good Man may have as great Cauſe to ſuſpect his 
own — in 2 7 as in the: 
9 then. Wie e958 24/1 noft bn 1 
+4, Refs 
* — That all ce Divios Diſpeniidis: 
ons of Comforts or Croſſes are beneficial or hurt- 
ful as they are uſed: Comforts, if they make ws. 
thankful, fober, faithful, they become Bleſſings 
if they make us proud, inſolent, ſecure, forget 
ful, they become Judgments: Afflictions, if they 
are received with — — Patience, and Re- 
turning to Gon, they are leflings 3 if they are 
received with ä ptr Teh pi bay: 
c nn. mar M in <#13 ik! 
TH 
5. Tunern — — lead us the 
theſe Duties, whenever we are under the Preſſure 
of Affliction: Sale! FS Nes +64 #1 ANG 
AR vd 3c 71 1 ta an mid attinst -* 


< 5 To receive it with alt Humility, as 8 — 


out unto us from the Hand, or Permiſſion at leaſt, 


of Almi hty Gon. A Stubbornneſs under Aﬀic+}- 


now renders it unuſeful to its End, and » 


——— 
tally to reject ſuch a Mind, or to maſter it wich 
and ſeverer and multiphed Afflictions, till 
it yield, and *till that uncircumciſed Heart be 
. 1 — 


_ 


od, FR . aus. CL ng os: ts hc 1 PL 


2. To receiv it can Patience and Sujecion 
of Mind; and without either 
1 — 7 
ng and 


— Or 
the AMiction, or 
the * Diſpenſation that ſends it: This hath 
— — firſt, it renders — —.— 
tion itſelf more eaſy and tolerable; ſecondly, it 

is one of the readi Ways to. ſhorten or abate it. 
For as yielding and humble Submiſſion to the 
Hand of Go, fo Patience and Submiſſion to the 
Divine Diſpenſation, are two of the Ends of 
Affliction, which when attained by it, it PR 


| r 


3. To return unto Gow that aMifterh : At. 
fiction miſſeth its End and Uſe when it drives a 
Man from his God, either to evil or unlawful. 
Means, or to keep at a Diſtance from Him. Gor 
ſends Afflictions like Me rs, to call Home 
wandering Souls ; and if a will ſhiſt away, 
get farther er. and. * himſelF more from 
that ſtrikes him, He will either ſend more 
— ä Meſſengers, Afflictions of a greater 
— —— 9 —j—ĩ— him, as Want and 
amine young Prodigal in the Goſpel ; or, 
which is far worſe, — — thout farther 
ſeeking him: Whereas the Man that by Afflicti- 
on, as it were at — comes Home to 
God, ſor the moſt Part 


FFF 
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Ay if the Affliction befals ſuch a Man that 
hath not eſtranged himſelf from Gop, nor depart- 
ed from Him, yet it is not without its End or 
Uſe, even to ſuch a Man. Thou haſt walked 
cloſely with: GoD,: haſt depended upon Him, ap- 
proved thyſelf in his Sight; yet is it not poſſible 
that thy Faith, Induſtry, Obedience, Dependence 
may be more, more conſtant, - more firm? If it 
may be, as ſure it may, then tho AﬀMiction ſollicit 
not thy Return to Him ſrom whom thou haſt not 
departed, yet it ſollicits thy Improvement. I 
natural Effect of AMiction, eſpecially if it be ſee. 
vere. In the Storm the Sailors call every one up- 
on his Gop; and the Reaſon is, becauſe in ſuch 
a Seaſon, a Man's own Shifts, the Help and Ad- 
vice of Friends, and other human Confidence ap- 

ar weak and ineffeQual ;. and therefore the Man 


is driven to the Invocation of Almighty Gon for 


Help, Support, and Comfort. It is therefore 4 
Sign of a deſperate Mind that will not come unto 

God in Prayer, at leaſt when Afflictions grind 
him, and altho' a Man be not of the Number of. 
thoſe that reſtrain Prayer before Gop, yet Af 
flictions naturally will make the Prayer of ſuch a. 
Man more earneſt, fervent, conſtant; it ſets an 
Edge, and adds Life to the Prayers of a praying 


5. To Truft in Gop, both for Support under, 
and Deliverance from Afflictions. Depend upon 
his Goodneſs and Mercy, even under the blackeſt. 
Night of Afflictions » Though He kill me, yet till 
7 put my F Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, reſt upon his Rod and his Staff: 
And though it becomes the beſt of Men to have a 


fielding and a ſoft Spirit under the affi ding Hand. 


Oo Arrrrerrons. 


| Power nd Gondnck of Gow fm ler be the 
Wen Wannen 


# 
RE +, 


Medes Oer under Aten, and 
thar upon very t and important Motives: 
. Thankful that they ate no worſe: Thou haſt 
| ———— loſt all at once? Feb 
_ or —_ haſt loft all Externals, yet haſt 
nor fomething thou valueſt more than all, 

namely, Innocence, Peace with Gop — thy 
nſcience ? 2. Thankful that Gop rather 
chooſetit to affliẽt thee, than to-forfake thee. As 
Tong as Gon is afflict thee, it is plain 
thou” art under his Diſcipline, his Care; No 
Man's Condition is deſperate, ſo long as the Phy- 
fician- continues his Adminiſtration 5 nor is any 
Man whol 7 forfeiren of Gon, ſo long as he is 
under Afi : For it is a Medicine that with. 
out own — chibntectves or better 
thee. 3. Thankful that Gop hath been pleaſed 
to diſcover fo much of his towards Man- 
TILES 2 — dleatore 


wy . 


omerary, up 
| ;ander AMidtions; aſſures us that they 
2 the Effects of his fatherly Love, rather than 
of his heavy Diſpleaſurc ; that they may indeed. 
fometimes be Symptoms of his Anger, but not of 
his Hatred; — but not 
for Confuſion may correct thoſe, whom yet 
He accounts w kis Children, and ne, man 


3; 8 


Herr end Wop. Cerainly theres not the bel 
himſelf, may find Fuel: for Aﬀiction 3 Den nit. 
. enoug ; 


. ˙˙A OSEAEST f;! IRS. 


| quires Amendment; ſome Carruptions, ſome. Er- 


of Humiliation for thoſe Sins whereunto thy Inad- 
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enough 160 deſerve it; ſomewhat amiſs that re- 


rors that ſtand in Need ef Phyſick to ES 
ſome budding Diſorders that ſtand in Need of a 
Medicine to prevent them. It is the great oe: 
nels of .Afliftion, the great Meſlage mat it brin 
from Gop to Man, is to:ſearck aut hat. is 
chat. is. deſective ; to ranſack our Souls — 7 — 
and Lives, and ſæarah . 


thing e to Wr 
Scnutinn, chan * 


6. i n . 

thy Contimnee, 2 and waſting Sins, 
humlily hleſs Gon tſor his — that hach pre- 
ſerveil — the great I: an ; but 1 — 
humbile chyſalf fur thy Sins of da Incurian, ſor 

thy Sins of for thy Cal neſs in thy Be 
pou for thy Want of Vigilance over thy 2 
ſions, for thy. Neglect of — ing 
Gaal. Thau chaſt Matter af Thankſulneſs ſar 
eſcaping thoſe greater Sina 3 yet thou haſt Matter 


vertenee renders thee liable, and to ſet a ſtticter 
Watch chyſelf even in 8 to theſe. 


upon 
n the ather Side, if thau find Loa wr 
wb wen which hath; mot re 


of, thy. Afflictiom brings a double Meſſage: Fink, 
by Vo on of Humiliation and Repentanoe for: thy 
— and turning to Gon with a 


ranſgreſſion; 
perlect Reſolinion ot Amendment; and a Meſſage 
of /Thankfulneſs to Gon, that hath ſeat this Meſ- 
ſengar to awaken thee to Repentance ani. Amend - 
ment; and hath given thee an Allutance of Par- 
dan upon thy Repentance and Faith, e _ 
PR ITY CL gt Jen. 4 


_—_ 'To eme Man from: thedans. of the World, - 
ande to can up abe . 


3 
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ſtres to that Country whereunto we are d. 
If all Things went well even with good Men in 
this Life, they would be Building of Tabernacles 
here, and ſet up their Reſt . on this Side Jordan, 
as the Neubenites did in the Country of Baſban. 
Gop therefore in Mercy makes this World un- 
by Affliction, that they may ſet the leſs ' 
upon it, and fix their Hopes — 

e o which 18 deres 1 


33 * ; I 


Tas i is the Yale of has Rod ny of Him that. 


hath appointed it, which every wiſe Man ought 
to hear and anſwer with all C ience, Submiſ 
ſion and Thankfulneſs; and when Affliction hath. 


wrought this Effect, its Buſineſs is in great Mea- 
monde . 


; * E ; , 
u# * 5 3 7 A 


n erz — rn 
5 ä — hay Dunes us — lr e 


Be - - ens our ba — 8 — 
in a ſpecial and ſolemn Manner to return 
our humble and hearty Thanks to Gop; to ac- 
knowledge Him to be the Author of it; to return 
unto Him our humble and ſerious Praiſes, that 
He hath been pleaſed to anſwer our Prayer. As 
He in a ſpecial Manner requires our Prayers when 


{fy 


we are under Affliftion, ſo He requires we ſhould 


take Notice of the Returns of Prayers, and pay 
Him the Tribute of Praiſe upon our Deliverance. 
Call upon Me in the Day of Trouble, amd I will de- 
liver thee,” and thou ſhatt glorify Me, Plal; I. 15. 
The Truth is, when we are under Extremities, - 
we are eaſily perſuaded to call to Gop for Deli- 
verance : But as ſoon as the Rod is gone, we are 


n in returning Glory to Gop ; and we — „ 
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d. moſt apt to take Notice of the Means that imme 
in diately went before: If we are delivered from 
es Sickneſs, we have it preſently upon our Tongues 
n, Ends, that we had a careful or ſkilful Phyſician, 
"= a ſtrong Conſtitution, favourable Weather, ſome 
1 lucky Accident that happen'd to us; and the like 
ſs we are apt to do upon other Deliverances ; and 
8 rarely acknowledge the Hand of Gop to be that 


1 7 =, 


hich raiſed us, up. It Id true, Means are not to 

oh, be neglected; | Pa it 'H the Providence of Gop 

t that gives us; Means; nd" the, Bleffing of Gor. 

it chat makes them ſucceſsful, that,fometimes bleſs- 
IL eth poor. and Weak and. Unlikely Means; ſome-_ 

h times maketh thoſe Things we call Accidents, 

"F that ſeem ta import the Deſtruction of a Man, 
— the Means of his Recovery, and ſometimes brings 

lp about the Effect without any viſible Means. We 

7 are no leſs to ackno wledge his Goodneſs and In- 
** fuence, hen wi 4 to be delivered by Means, 

9 than if we were bY be delivered by Miracle. We 

Tr are apt” to faſten our "Thoughts upon Means, be- 

- cauſe we ſee them; But if our Eyes could be fo 

opened as the Prop het's Servint' s were, when he 

ſaw / 17 Chariots er Fire in the Mountain, we 
ſhould fee #nother Kind "of Ordering and Diſpo- 

ſing of Things s than we now ſee. "Many, if not 

moſt, of hoe ſignal Deliverances that a Man or 

Natight hath, are wrought. not ſo much by the Ef- 

ficacy of Means," as by. a ſecret inviſible Hand 

which we ſee not. If therefore thou art delivered _ 
from any great Diſtreſs of any Kind, in ſuch a, 

Manner that thou canſt not attribute it to Means, 
or poſſibly above. or beyond Means, the Hand of. 
557 thy Deliverer is more ſignal; glorify his Mercy. 
110 and Goodneſs: And if 3 off obtain thy Deli- 
— verance by Means, yet ſtill glorify” his 19 85 

Y for it is his Providence that en s Means, 15 
>: | Goodneſs that leſſeth it to its defred Succeſs ;. 
t Vor. A nin 
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The Energy of the principal Cauſe i is that Ws 
927 perks to the © Means and Wee it effec-. 


4 42 * 37 4 =} 


2. 8 to PEN thy Tackle 
by a ſincere and faithful Obedience to the Will of 
that Gop that hath thus delivered. thee, _ True 
Thankfulneſs will not content itſelf with bare ver- 
bal Praiſes, but will ſtudy and endeavour to find 
out and do all that may "6 well-pleaſing to bis 
great Benefactor; And CAFR the Heatt is truly 
affected with the ende of the Goodneſs and Love 
of Gop, and that the Deliverance it had was 
from his Hand, it will think nothing too was to 


be done that may be een to Him. 


* TAKE Heed, 2 after a great B 
thy Heart be lifted up into a pet of, thy own. 
Worth. This is the common 1 85. 
grows upon much Mercy received; and therefore 
the wiſe Law-giver did d frequently caution / Trot 
againſt this, Deut. ix. 4. r not in 20 bart 
5 wg the Lok D thy Gop them out, {a ine. 

or my Righteouſneſs the Lok 65 brought. - 4% 
poſſeſs this Land. Let thy Afflictions find thee 

humble, and let thy AMAion make thee more 
humble ; but let thy Deliverance yet increaſe thy 
Humility ; the more Mercy God ſhews thee, 
the more humble let thy Heart be, upon a double 
Account: 1. Thy Deliverances do, or ſhould 
make thee know Almighty Gop the more; and 
the more thou knoweſt Him, the more humble it 

ſhould make thee : 7 have heard of T hee by the Hear- 
ing of the Ear, but nov mine Eyes, have ſeen * 4 
hero I abbor myſecy in Du and Aſhes. 2. 
Thou haſt Need to double thy Humility, e x 
upon a great Deliverance thou muſt expect the 


Aſſaults of "ny and Vain-glory will be the more 
war 4 


— 
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buſy with thee : And if in all thy Preparations for 


L Afflictions thou haſt ſtudied Humility ;- if under 
- all thy Afflictions thou haſt improved thy Humi- 
4 lity ; yet if now, . thy Deliverance, thou 
. yieldeſt to Pride and Vain- glory, thou haſt loſt all 
"IT the Benefit, both of thy Preparations and of thy 
f Afflictions, and of thy Deliverance alſo : Thou 
& WW rt like an unhappy Ship that hath endured the 
* Sea, and borne the Storm, and yet ſinks when ſhe 
d. is come into the Harbour. 

y 4. AND upon the ſame Account be watchful, It 
© is true, thou haſt weathered a Storm, out of 
* which, by the Mercy of Gop, thou art deliver'd; 
0 but ſtill be upon thy Guard, thou knoweſt not 
dels how ſoon thou ſhalt meet with another; take 
"T0 Heed it ſurprize thee not unprovided. Tho? thou 
„ haſt endured, it may be, a long and dark Storm 
of Affliction, and Gop hath mercifully delivered 
at thee; yet thou haſt no Promiſe from Gop that 
7 thou ſhalt meet with no more. 

rt Tus three Conſiderations ſhould keep thee 
„ BU watchful, notwithſtanding thy Deliverance. from 
4% great Afflictions: 1. Thou art therefore better 
ce prepared to receive it; if it come, it ſhall-not ſur- 
re. prize thee unaware. 2. If _ be likely . 
** to preſerve thee under, or from Afſliction, it is a 
©, prepared watchful Mind: If I may fo ſpeak, AfF- 
le fone have no great Buſineſs with ſuch a Man ; 
Id for, he is already in that Poſture of Heart, that 
nd. Affliction is ordinarily. ſent to give. 3. There is 
t nothing more likely to procure Affliction, than 
7h Security and Unpreparedneſs of Mind: And that, 


. ' firſt, in reſpect of the Goodneſs and Juſtice of 
2. Gop, who, tho' with moſt unblameable Juſtice, 
iſe. yet with ſingular Mercy, is very likely to ſend 
he WW AMﬀiction to awaken him Fogg amend him, and to 


aſy £8 So ; 
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recall him from that Tendency to Apoftacy, that 
Security is apt to bring upon him... Secondly, in 
reſpect of the Malice and Vigilancy of the great 
Enemy of Mankind; W be never Wants 
Malice, ſo he often gets 3 Permiſſion to worry a 
Man whom, he hath under this Diſadvantage :of 
Unpreparedneſs and Secutity., 


F. Be careful 79 keep, as. great Affficticns, fo 
alſo great Deliverances in Hams, - Moſt Men 

upon the freih Receipt of Mercy and Deliverance, 

© | have a quick and Jively Appręehenſion of it; and 
accordingly their Thankfulneſs, and Pufpoſes. of 

. Obedience, are lively and diligent ; but as the 

Man is further diſtant from his Delivetance, fo 

the Memory of it doth gradually, if not ſuddenly, 

vaniſh: And as the Remembrance of the Deliver- 

; ance decays and grows weaker, ſo do theſe Aﬀec- 
tions of the Soul; The Thagkfulneſs grows faint ; 
and To doth the Obedience, and fo doth: the Hu- 

mility, and ſo doth the Watchfulneſs : And as 

the Water that hath been heated, being removed 
from the Fite, grows by Degrees colder and 

. colder, till at laſt it comes to its old Coldneſs; To 
In a little Time the Affliction is forgot, and the 

. Deliverance is forgot, and the Man is 8 into 
the very fame State, as if he had never felt either, 

and poffibly worſe. Therefore, keep Deliverances 

and Afflictions too, freſh in thy Memory; call 
. thyſelf frequently to Account for them; uſe ſome 

Expedient that may frequently remind thee of 

them with all their ee ſet them down 

in Writing; mention them oſten; recolleCt them 
. often; and recollect what Thoughts, Purpoſes, 

Temper, was then upon thee when thy Afflictions 

were upon thee, or thy Deliverances freſhly given. 

By thus keeping the Memory of theſe AMiQtions 

and theſe Deliverances freſh under all their Cir- 
| 5 | Cum 
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cumſtances, thou wilt revive, excite, and keep 

alive, and quick, and active, the ſame Gratitude, 
the ſame Humility, the ſame Obedience, the ſame 
Vigilance, that theſe Afflictions or theſe Deliver- 
ances wrought in thee when they were freſh with 
thee. The vigorous pepetuating of the Remem- 
brance of them, will be an effectual Means to per- 
petuate the due Fruit of them in their Life, Vi- 
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W Wovlp conſider theſe Particulars : 1. What 
1 that Time is which we are to redeem. 2. 

What it is to redeem that Time. 3. How 
that Time is to be redeemed. 4. om that 
Time is thus to be redeemed. 


Tux firſt of theſe, What that Time is, that i is 
to be Redeemed. The Time that is here meant 


is, Firft, The apt Seaſon for any Thing to be 


done; and then it is properly called Opportunity: 

As the Time for the Huſbandman to reap su 
Corn, when the Corn is ripe, and the Weather 
ſeaſonable: It is Time for the Smith to forge his 
Iron when it is hot; and ſo it is Time to ſhew 
Mercy when an Object of Mercy occurs, and 2 
Power to give Relief, This is that which the 


Greeks call Xaigo;, oT Opportunity. W 


# 


is our Duration of Life, in mis Worla, or the 
Time of our Life. | ; * 
i 3 - FOR 1309” 05 164 2%, 725. O44 f 34> 
II. To Reben Time therefore, 1. In Raladon 
to Seaſons or Opportunities: 1. Diligently to 
watch and obſerve all Opportunities of doing all 
the Good we may, whether in Relation to Al- 
mighty Gop, his Service and Glory; in Relation 
to others, in Acts of Charity and Juſtice; in Re- 
lation to ourſelves, in Improvements of Know- 
* e, Piety and Virtue. 2. Induſtriouſſy to lay 
old of all theſe Opportunities, and not to let 
| bw flip, but to apply ſuitable Actions to ſuitable 
Opportunities, when they occur. 3. In Relation 
to the Times of our Lives; we Ard aid to Re- 
deem our Time: 1. When we'conftantly y emplay 
our Time, and leave as few Vacuities as : poffible 
in it ; the Oppoſite" to this is Idleneſs, or doing 
nothing. 2. When we' employ our Time con- 
ſtantly in doing ſomething as is' anſwerable to 
the Value of our Time. The Oppoſites to this, 
at are ſrſt, the ſinful — moe of our Time, 
2. which is worſe than Idleneſs: = ondly, the 
wi vain, and impertinent, and unprofita le Empley- 
at ment of our Time 3. When we employ our 
Time not only in Things profitable, but in ſuch 
Things as are of greateſt Importance: And there- 

is fore no — — 7 5 as are of greateſt Impor · 
nt ht to take up the preateſt Part of our 
de Time: This is ordinarily called Huſbanding our 
y: Time, in Reſemblanee of the Huſbandman's pro- 
gu ceeding with his Ground, If the Huſbandman 
her doth not at all till and how! Ground, but is idle; 
his or if he takes much Pains in filling of his Ground, 
ew and ſbws nothing but Cockle and Darnel; or if 
12 he ſows not that which is hurtful, but ſows light 
the or unprofitable Corn; or ſows that Ground with 
45 a more unuſeful Grain, which might be —_—_ 


W 


ed to a more noble Graing hag would yield more 
Profit; or if he ſows : . 4 lütatg⸗ Grain, but ob- 
ſerves not the Seaſon proper ſor it, that Man is 


an ill Huſband of his — And he that with 
the like Negligence. or Imprudence huſbands his 
Time, is ee be we, ad de 


* 
no: xedeem it. oaths = * 2 5. * 


— 4 How Time is.to.be- CAFES The par- 
ticular Methods. of. huſbandin V 8 both 
the former Relations, vix. in Relation to O 
tunity, and in Relation to our Time of Life, 12 
be promiſcuouſly ſet down. Now the Actions of 
our TO may be diſti into ſeveral Kinds, 
and in Relation to thoſe ſeveral Actions will . 
Employments of our Times be. diverſiſied. 
Tbere are — — Natural, ſuch as are — 
Drinking, Sleep; Motion, Reſt. 8 Av ns C- 
vil, as Proviſion for Families, beari 
Offices i in Times. of Peace or 1 ——.— 
in civil Vocations, as echanical 
Trades, Liberal Profeſſions. 3. Actions oral, 
whether relating to ourſelves, as Sobriety, Tem- 
perance, Moderation, (tho* they are rather Habits 
_ than Actions) or relating to others, as Acts, of 


Lane n Compaſſion, Liberality. 4. vr 
„Actions Religious n relating to on, 
Iarceation, Thankſgiving , ing into 5 


Works, Win, Obedience to his mmands, ob- 
ſerving the ſolemn Seaſons of his Worſhip, and, 
which muſt go through and tincture all the reſt, 
Fear of Him, wp — to Him, Humility and Inte- 
of Heart before Him, which is the one 
ing neceſſary, and over weighs all the reſt: 
I. 7 reſpect of the Excellency of the Dan 
Almighty Gop to whom we owe our * 
the and Flower of our Souls. 2. In re- 


ſpect of nene . 
* | * 


rr, 


e 
S 
1 
$ 
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ed; for A all the reſt ſerye only to this 
Life, the latter hath. a Proſpect to . Life. 
3. In teſpect of the Nobleneſs of the Temper it- 
N felf, which, hath an univerſal Influence, on all the 


"reſt of the before · mentioned Relations, and ad- 


vanceth and improveth, and ennobleth them. Tt 
would be too long to proſecute the Methods of 
Redeeming the Time in Relation to all theſe Ac- 
tions in, this Sheet of Paper; therefore 1 ſhalt ſet 
down only dels Generals. nf 


1. We are to weoled? 10 Dat that occuts 
to do Good; but 1. To watch all, Opportunities, 
that offer themſelves in order thereunto. o 
ſeek for them, if they offer not themſelves. 3. To 
of —_ and not let them Ap. | 


2. Ix che Co incidence of Op portunities of ſe- 


| 


veral Kinds, we are to prefer Bugs that correſpond 
to the moſtworthy Actions; and in the Co- incl. 


dence of 1 for Actions of equal Mo- 
ment, to prefer ſuch as are moſt rare, and unlike- 
ly to occur again, before thoſe that are 4 more 


n . | 3 


3 We are to be very 1 to . no „ Baulls 
or Interſperſions of Idleneſs in our Lives. Thoſe 
Men that have moſt Employment, and of the maſt 
conſtant Nature, cannot chooſe but have certain 
Interſtices between the Varieties of Buſineſs, which 
may be K with Employments ſuitable to their 
Len 1 dis be it becomes a good Huſ- 
band of his Time to have ſome Buſineſs always 


ready,. that may be ſuitable to the Nature and 
Quality of theſe vacant Spaces. An induſtrious 
uſbandman \ Tradeſman, Scholar, will never 
want Buſineſs fitted for occaſional Vacancies. 
OK s. Notes Attica have left us an 3 
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of it: And a Chriſtian, even as ſuch, hath ready 
Employment for occaſional Interſtices, Reading, 
Praying ;, the Crumbs and, Fragments of Time 


would 'be furniſhed with their ſuitable Employ- 
ments ; it is precious, and therefore Jet none of it 


be loſt. 
0 89 5 
* x . F ; 1 : : 7 
* * * 5 20'S * 5 wag : By 


4. Mvucn Time might be redeemed in ##trench- 
ing the unneceſſary Expences therefore in our ordinary 
Sleep, Dreſſing and Meals, which eſpecially in this 
latter Age, and among People of the better Sort; 
are protracted to an immoderate Length. , | 


. Taxx Heed of entertaining vain Thoughts, 
which are a very great Conſumption of Time, 
and are very incident to melancholy and fanciful 
Perſons, whom I have known to fit Part of a Da 

_ projecting what they would do if they had fi 
Eſtates, Honours, or Places; which Humour is 
much improved by them that lie long in Bed in a 


Morning. 


56. Visrts made or received, are for the moſt 
Part an intolerable Conſumption of Time. 1. 
Let them not be uſed in the Morning. 2. If the 
Viſits be made to or by Perſons of Impertinence, 
let them be ſhort, and at ſuch Times as may be 
beſt ſpared from what is more uſeſul, viz. at 
Meals, or preſently after. 3. But if the Perſons 
to be viſited, are Men of Wiſdom, Learning, or 
Eminence of Parts, the Viſits may be longer, but 
yet fo as the Time may be profitably ſpent in uſe- 
WT CET SE TITTY, 


7. Bx obſtinately conſtant to your Dev4tions at 
_ certain ſet Times, and be ſure to ſpend the Lozy's- 
Day intirely in religious Duties proper; and let 

. nothing but an inevitable Neceſlity divert you from 


a+: FT. : : 


d @» = 
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$3.4 
it. For, 1. It is the. beſt and moſt profitably ſpent” 


Time; it is in order to the great End of your Being 
in this World. 2. It is in order to your Everlaſt- 


Buſin 
give the 
your dicknels, In your Death. _ 3. 


og Happineh ;, in Compariſon of which, all other 

es are idle and vain ; it is that Which will 
greateſt Comfort in your Life, in 
t is the moſt 


reaſonable Tribute unto that Gop that lends you 
your Time, and you are bound to pay it under all 


It is that which will ory and proſper all the 
0 


ments. 


reſt of your Time and Emp 
apt to be ſuperſtitious, but 


I am not. 
is I have certainly 


and infallibly found true, that by my Deportment 


in my Duty towards Gop, in the 


imes deyoted 


to his Service, eſpecially on the Lond's- Day, I. 
could make a certain Conjecture of my Succeſs in 


my ſecular Occaſions the zeſt of the 


If I were Jooſe, and negligent in the former, the 
latter never ſucceeded well ; if {trict, and conſci- 
entious, and watchful in the former, I Was ſuc- 
ceſsful and proſperous in the latter. 


member; that, you obſerve that Induſtry and Dili- 


5 19 J un F ; 
l Sr ren * 


8 4 7 3 l * 4 2 f ef? : #4 4 
19s; 
tain in your 


be always about you, and keep your Heart 


A 


mes ſpiritualized into an, Act of 


1 


i og ere k aft jo 5tus 
"HATEVER, you do, be very careful to re - 
eart. a Habit of Religion, that may 


and 


your 


e 1 * 
r 


N 


05.07 ts 
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your Life always as in Gow! 8 Preſence, and tend - 


ds Him. This will be continually with 


ing. 
you, and put itſelf into Acts, even altho You ate 
not in a ſolemn Poſture of re . Worſhip,” and 
ous Applications 


will lend you Multitudes of 
to Gop, upon all Occafions, Shich will not at 
all hinder you in your ſecular ions, but fur- 
ther you: It will make you faithful in your Cal- 


ling, even by that actual Reflection upon the Pre- 


ſence and and of che Gon you fear and 


love: It will make you thankful for all Succeſſes 
and Supplies ; temperate and ſober i in all your na- 
tural Actions; juſt and faithful in all your Deal- 

; patient and contented in all your Diſap- 


E and Croſſes; and will give a Tincture 
of Devotion to all your ſecular Employments, 


turn natural Actions into true Tins a oo 


your whole Lite an unintermitted, Life of Duty 
Jop. "This Habit of Piety will not only not This 


ſleeping and unactive, but almaſt 5 e. our will 


put forth actual Exertings of itſelf in thort occaſi- 
onal Prayers, Thankſgivings, or Acts of Reſort 


unto that Gop that is always near you, and lodg- 


eth in your eat * his Fear and Love: And by 


this Means yo n doubly 2 | 

xerciſe of dnoſe na- 
tural and civil Concerns which are tot only per- 
mitted, but in 15 reat Meafure enjoined by Al- 
mighty G0. 4.7 In exerciſing A&s of religious 


your Time: {9 Th the lawful” 


Duties, Obſetvance and Fe 0 to Almighty 


_ Gon, by perpetuated, or at leaſt frequently reite- 
rated, Ads of Devotion to Him. And this is the 


_ great Art of Chriffian'Chymiſtry, to'convert thoſe 
Acts that dre materially riatutal or civil, into Acts 


truly and formally Ae whereby "the Whole 
Courſe of this Life is a Service to Almighty, (30D, 
and an uninterrupted” Sta I» 

the beſt, nobleſt, and moſt unverf al Redemption 
of our r Time." * Ax p 


te of Religion, which is 


4A 
Da 2. * 
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* AND now, if a Man ſhall take a Survey of the 
common Courſe, even of the Chriſtian World, we 


ſhall find the Generality of Mankind the verieſt 
Children, 'Fools and Madmen, that ever Nature 
yielded. The very Folly of Children in ſpending 
their Time in Rattles, and Hobby -Horſes, is 
more excuſable than theirs, whoſe Reaſon and Ex- 
perience ſhould better inſtruct them. There is 
not any Man ſo ſenſeleſs, but he knows he muſt 


die, and he knows not how ſoon he ſhall hear of 


that ſad Summons ; and if he were ſo brutiſh 
as not to think of it, or believe it, yet the week- 
ly Bills of I "him daily Inſtances 
of it: And yet if we do but obſerve the World of 
Men, they do. for the. moſt Part wholly trifle a- 
way their Time in doing that which is evil; or 
in doing nothing; or in doing nothing to any 
Purpoſe, or .becoming a reaſonable Nature, One 
Man trifles away his Time in Feaſting and Jollity; 


another in omg es Hawking, Bowling ; 


another in Dre ; another in hunting after 
Honours and Preferments, or heaping up Riches, 
and loading himſelf with thick Clay ; another in 


trivial Speculations, bly touching ſome Criti- 


ciſm or grammatical Nicety ; and all theſe Men 
wonderfully pride themſelves, as the only wiſe 
Men ; and when they come to die, all theſe prove 
either Tortures of a miſ-pent Time; or at leaſt, 
by the very Appearance of Sickneſs and Death, 
are rendered poor, empty, inſipid, inſignificant 


1 


8 a 


Bor the great Miſery of Mankind is this, they 


cannot, nor will not, in the Times of Health, an- 
ticipate the Conſideration of Death and Judgment 
to come ; nor conſider that the Time will come 
when Things ſhall be otherwiſe with them than 
now ; or that they ſhall be driven into another 
Vol. XXX. —" PO Kind 
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Kind of Eſtimate 2 2 Things than now they have 7 
and this their Way is their Folly. Man being 
in Honour, in H ach, in Life, underſtandeth * 
but becomes like the Beaſts that periſh. | 


"IV. 1 cout to the Keaton why wo eu 
thus to fedeem our Time. 


wt : Opn Time is a Talent put 

Þy ths great Lokp of the whole Family of Hea- 

Earth, whereof, we are to give an Ac- 

9 5 when our Master calls; and it will be 2 

ee, whe Þ ee 1 
WR N 


al | much KK gen Pay and Th 


into-our DI 


REED % mach a hn i in deen 00 at 


1 e 80 m ch th, e Wealth and. e. 


25 x: 5 Ph © $ - 2 66S =o 7 I * Tf 


HE - Wa remains 10 cl m, * fo 
| Sat nothing. | 2 15 a 


| 2. Oun" Time is a Mer Talent. "pans 
Man hath not a Talent of Learning, or of Wealth, 
| or Honour; but exery- Man that lives to the Age \ 
| ; Ae hath Time to account ler. 8 


2. "Eveny Man "hath. not only A Talent. af 
Tine, but every Man hath, a, Talent / Of 
e, , im prove I Talent FR bee ca- 

21 ſure, 


«a 1 A , : 
-_+ 


were, there are to hold us up, and how 
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" RP 
ſure, E into his Hand. The Principles of Na- 
tural 


eligion are lodged in the Hearts of all 


Men; which any Man might exerciſe to ſome 


Acts of Service, and Religion towards Gon. 


an immutable, eternal, 
Glory . 


wt 


5. Tux Busixzss we have to do in this Life, 


in order to the cleanſing of our Souls, and fit- 


ting them for Glory, is a Great and Important 


* 


efs, | the Time we have to live hath 


two t dangerous Dualities in Reference to that 
T 


Firf, Ir is fort; our longe ft Period is ſeldom 
above eighty ears, and few there be that ar- 
rive to Age. $415 i 
Second, IT is Uncertain : There are infinite Ac- 
cidents, Diſtem that cut us off ſuddenly ; as 


_ acute Diſeaſes, ſuch as ſcarce give us any Warn- 


ing; and conſidering how many Nrings, as it 
mall and 

inconſiderable they are, and how eafily broken, 
and the Breach or Diſorder of any of the leaſt of 
them may be an Inlet to Death; it is aKind of 
Miracle that we live a Month. Again, there 
be many Diſeaſes that render us in a Manner dead 
while we live, as Apoplexies, Palſies, Frenzies, 
| | 12 Stone, 


N . Ar 
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Stone, Gout, which renders our Time either grie- 
vous, or unuſeful to us. 


p %* 344. 
> 


* 
” E - 
** * 
* 


1 


6. As our Time i is ck 10 1 be ** 
Things that waſte © that ſhort Tinte; fo that there 
remains but little that is ſerviceable to our beſt 
Employment. Let us take but out of our Jon 
Lives, the Weakneſs and Folly of Childhood and 
Youth, the Impotency of old Age, the Times for 
eating, drinkin , fleeping, though with Moderation, 
the Times of ickneſs, C res, Journies, and Tra- 
vel, the Times ſor Interview of Friends and Re- 


TER >> . 9 4 £ 


lations. and a thouſand ſuch Expences of Time, and 
the Reſidue will be but a nell Pittance for our 


Buſineſs of greateſt Moment, the Buſinefs I means 
„ N our Souls ſor Glory. 


ah, 
4 


. RemeEnBrR, that this'is the very Hell of | 


Hel to the damned Spirits,” that they had once 
a Time, wherein they might upon eaſy Terms, 
have "Everlaſting Glory; but they fool 
iſhly miſ-pent that Time and —_— — is 
en bs Ns 
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r HE Geeas Lonp ef the World hath 
172 placed the Children of Men in this 
Earth as his Stewards; and according 
Nr de the Parable in Matthew xxv, He 
delifers to every Perſon his Talents, a 

Stock of Ad Opportunities: 3 
more, to ſome leſs, to all — 5 


Tuts Stock is committed to every N 
der @ Truft,. or Charge, to employ the ſame in 
Ways, and to Ends, and in Proportion ſuitable to 
the — thus committed to 17 and to the 


Mealure and Tue of E 1e Who us 
o the his Execanoh! of this Truſt! commit 
ted to Men, ond for their Encoura in it, 


He hath» anne xed & Reward by his Promiſe and 
the free Appointment of his good Pleaſure: This 
Reward is not meritoriouſſy due to the Employ- 
ment of the Talent; for as the Talent is the 
Lord's,” ſo is the Strength and Ability whereby 
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it is employed ; but by his own 
and free romiſe, the Reward is knit to the Work. 
Therefore it is not demandable fo much on ac- 
count of the Divine Juſtice, - as of the Divine 


7 On the other Side, to the Male-Admi- 
ton of this Truſt, there is annexed a Retri- 


bution- of Puniſhment, and this "moſt naturally 
and meritoriouſly ; for the Law of common Ju- 
ſtice doth ſubj the Creature, that depends in 
his Being upon his Creator, to the Law and Will 
of that Creator; and therefore, having received 
a Talent from his Loxp, and an Ability to em- 
ploy it according to the Will of his Loxp, a Non- 
employment, of Miſ-employment thereof, doth 
moſt jultiy oblige Him to Gbit and Puniſhment. 


Or the Perſons that receive theſe Talents, ſome 
them well, though in various Degrees; the 

beſt Huſbands indeed come ſhort of what they 
ſhould do, and at beſt are in this Reſpect unprofi-- 
table Servants ; yet if there be a faithful and ſin- 
cere Endeavour to employ that Talent to their 
Maſter's Honour, 7 © xceounted Good Stew= 


aras. | F THR INGO! C3 eim 


ones dg Side, ſome Perſons are Unfaith * 


Srewarus of their E _ theſe are * 
( · · > PL fr; EA n bee ov." 
eiii ann batting: an en 5 ' 
Firſt, Sven as * beer their - 
lents, turning them to the — of their 
1;0xD, which they ſhould have employed to his 
Service; and theſe have a double Account to 


make, bi of their Talents, and of cheir miſ- 


hat en . " f 5 8 . Win! / 4+ qr 
au wen, as do _ all employ their 


Pleaſure _ 


Q © „ om ww 8286. cc _cJ}þ7aTc 
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Good with it: Theſe are Neguigent Servants, and 
have the ſingle, but full Ry en of m_ mary 


to make. © 5 


Third, Gong, as nol Wt apy ae Uſe of thee: | 
Talents, but do not produce an Increaſe propor- 
tionable to their Stock; and ſo, though they are 
not Debtors for their whole Talents, yet are in 
Arrear and grown behind Hand, and fo upon the 
Foot of their Account are found Debtors to their 
Loxp, which without Faith in Chriſt, will be e- 
nough to caſt them in eee . there mf 
thens pn rity n * 


Axp vote "5-9 to theſe aa of WO or 
bad Adminiſtration, are the Degrees of Reward or 


Puniſhment. He that hath adminiſtred his Truſt 


well, ſo. that there is a great Acceſs of his Emprove- 
ment, hath: the greater Acceſs of Glory ; and he 
that hath leſs Surpluſſage upon his Account, ſball 
have the leſs Degree of Glory : And on the other 
Side, he that hath many Talents, and made no 
Improvement, his Debt and Puniſhment: ſhall bee 
the greater: He that hath fewer Talents, his Non- 
emprovement leaves him a Debtor in a leſs Sum, 


10 — ern my TuniMhoveins 0 


Tun Ge ee, Me — Nied 
of Judgment. — Loxp of the Families of 
the whole Earth, will call every Man to his Ac-- 
count of his Stewardſhip here on Earth. Wherein 
we may with Reverence ſuppoſe the LoD thus to 
be beſpeaking all ad every 3 Perſon of 
the mee CCC 
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* Come ye Children of Men, as I have ſor- 


yo made you e, of my Bleflings upon. 
n 


3 
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came to the Uſe of 


' Underſtanding, ſeveral 


Talents to employ a improve to the Honour and 


Service of me your LoxD and Maſter ; fo now [ 
am come to you to tender an Account of your 
Stewardſhip, and becauſe you ſhall fee the particu- 
lar Charge — your ſeveral Receipts, 
you may give your Anſwers, behold, here the Par- 


ticulars with which I will charge rh ck Give in 
your Particular ——_— © you have aged 
| 7 en ne ; 


2. © I nave given 3 all your Senſes ad 


1 thoſe two great Senſes of 
your * e * 


rss, 1 bave giren * 
3 to be a Gui 


of your Ac- 


ro uf 


Os." 
N News T-bave you ll Amory, - Tres 
fry of Things, p heard and cbſerved. 


Irn 1 have given you — to dire. 
Mif-carriages, and 
ou in well-doing; and I have fur- 


you in your 


3 
to encourage 
niſſied chat ence with Light and Prin- 
Ae eee my 


7 


4 1 I rs 8 
the Nor. 8 e the — 
vens and E 
ſtration of my Wikdom and Power in them. 


1 I have delivered over to your View, 
my more Sprcial Providence over the Children of 


Men, 


every one of you that 


where-unto 


arth, the conſpicuous Admini- 
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tu 
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Men, the Diſpenſation of Rewards: and Puniſh-/ 
ments, an to the eminent N or . 
merits. #5 + £8 


7 


40 * 1 dvds given you the Adpmithes of 
Speech, whereby to communicate your Minds one 
2 and to en and Ar _ 


IEM, I have given you Time a —.— 
ſome longer, to ſome ſhorter, to all a Seaſon 
wherein you might exerciſe thoſe other ann. 
imm 2 Wan Wg be | 
10 * 1 have delivered: over. EP verb let 
Rule and Dominion ever my Creatures, allowing 
you the uſe of them for your _ Raiment, 
and e Convenitatics, ' L 23 1 8 
0 2 Oka 290 lin RN. 
4 lng Beſides theſe * Wa F 
have delivered over ou, and to y., &. 
warns cl end eminent eee 

U 3 {2 BM 5111. 


1. 6 ** and Knowledge in the Works of 
Nature, Arts and Sciences ; Prudence and i __ 
in the Conduct of n Eleentions Baueation,” 


. « Or the Bok. » bred Healthy Co 
. Strength, Beauty, and Comelineſs. 


3. 0 Or Externals. Wealth and Riches, Emi- 
nnce of Place, and Power and Honour; 3 Reputation 
and Efteem in the World ; Succe/s in Enterprizes 
nd Undertakings, publick and private ; Relations. 


4. „ Or Things of 4 mixt Nature. Chriſtian 
11 * Education; Advice of faithful and judi- 
cious 
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cious Friendt; Laws in the Place and Coun- 
uy where you lived ; the writzen Word of Gop, 
acquainting you with my Will, and the Way to 
eternal Life; the Word preached by able and pow- 
erſul Miners 3 the Sacraments, both for your Ini- 
tration and * Special and powerful 
AMatiams and Impulſes Spirit upon your Con- 
ſciences, diſſuading v hong ee” and encouraging in, 
and to Holineſs : A Providences, diverting you 
from- the Commiſſion of Things contrary to my 
my Name, and hurtful 
Chaſti/ements and Correftions emi- 
nently and plainly inflifted for Sin committed 
by yourſelves and others, ſo that the Guilt was 
in the Puniſhment : Emiment Bleſſin feng, Up. 
on the Ways of Holineſs, even to the —_ 
the World: Eminent Deliverances upon Repen- 
tance, and Amendment of Life; moſt ales and 


_ ſenſible Experiences of my Love, Favour, and Li- 
ening to your Prayers to encourage you to a De- 


lar 
. = — — put i into 


ing the Oppreſſed, promoting my Honour. 
2 e, Thete are fome of the many Talents which 


L. have, committed to you, though in eren De- 


ces: Give. up your Accounts, vou Children of 
Ens, how 2-00 have he _ | 
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OF THE 


* 


» STEWARD, 


I muſt conſeſs, that if Thou ſhouldſt enter 

into Judgment with me, and demand that 
Account which in Juſtice Thou mayeſt require of 
me, I ſhould be found thy Debtor: I confeſs I have 
not improved my Talents according to that Meaſure 
of Ability that Chace? I therefore mot 
humbly offer unto Thee the Merit of thy on Son, 
to make good what is wanting in my Account; yet 
according to thy Command, I do humbly render 
my Diſcharge of the Traſt A 
me, * followeth: . 


[ ORD, before enter ue Accoiintwith Ted, 


1 1 Ge. ft | 


"If to at 12 Blogs ie ian 
Tow haſt intruſted me: 


IHAVE 


18 The Acot of © 
I HAVE looked up to Thee with a thankſul 
| Hate a8 * op'y Author aud Giver of them. 


pH. k 


; . FAYE looked agg myſelf as unworthy of 


4 


a yy * 8 "FF 7, + i . 


I nave looked 8 them as committed to my 
ip: 


Truſt and Ste to manage them for the 
Ends that they were given, the Honour of my Lord 
and Maſter. 


"JOINT been watchful arid ſober in 
the Uſe of them, left I ſhould be unfaithful in 
1 2 are ot. an Time, FO h Nerger or 

nadvertency, or Temptation, mii: employed any of 
chem, I have been Etleſs” till 1 94 i eme 
Meaſure rectified my Miſcarriage by Amendment. 


. 


* : i by * f ? " 8 > 8 


II. * PARTICULAR. N 


Conca my Senſes : 


bo 


$5 HAVE wales Covenant with mine E es, that 


[7 85 ſhould not rove after Vanity, or forbidden 


| : T have employed them in e thy 
Waser Wonder unn 5 


63 — buſted 4 in ending e Books, 
that might inſtru me in the great Concerns of 
* 9 


I navg ſtopped my Ears a oaiaſt finful and un- 
by Diſcourſe, — againſt flandering, tale- 


lying, 3 * bs 


I avs 


{ 
: 


AVE 
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I nav exerciſed them in liſtening to thoſe 


Things that might increaſe my Faith, Knowledge 


and Piety. 


. I Havs kept them open to the Cry of the Poor 
and Oppreſſed; the reſt of the Employments of 
theſe and my other Senſes have been for my neceſ- 


ſary Preſervation, and the honeſt Exerciſe of an ho- 


III. As to the Reaſon and Underſtanding Thou 1 


haſt given Ne. 


I HAVE been careful to govern my Senſes and 
Appetites by my Reaſon, and to govern my Reaſon 
„ gn"ts 2D. 1.777 | 


I navz endeavoured to uſe it, but not depend 


upon it: I make it my Aſſiſtant, but not my Idol. 


I Have been careful to wind up my Reaſon and 
Underſtanding to the higheſt Key in the ſearching 
out of Truths, but eſpecially thoſe that are of the 
greateſt Concernment in Matters of Faith. I have 
made my Underſtanding laborious and induſtrious, 
but ſtill kept it under the Yoke and Rule of thy 


2 it ſhould grow extravagant and petu- 


In looked upon my Reaſon as a Ray of 
thy divine Light; and therefore I have uſed it for 
Thee, and have accounted it a moſt high Sacri- 


hog re and Rebellion, to employ it againſt 


I nav: endeavoured: principally: to furniſh it 
with that Knowledge which will be of Uſe in the 
Vol. XXX, — 1 
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other World; this hath been my Buſineſs: Other 
r have been for the ame th this 
i | 


Ix the Exerciſe: of my Reaſon, as on the one 
Side, I have avoided Idleneſs, Supineneſs, or Ne- 


gle; fo on the other Side, I have not employed 


it in vain, curious, unprofitable Enquiries; I have 
ſtudied to uſe it with Sobriety, Moderation, Hu- 
mility and Thankfulnefs; an as I have been Care- 
ful to employ it, ſo 1 have been as careful not to 
miſemploy it. I looked upon it as thy Talent, and 
therefore gave unto Thee the Glory, the Uſe, and 
the Service of i it. | | 


IV. A. to my Memory. VF 4 
O the Contemplation of that ſtrange and on- 
derful Faculty, that diſtinctly, and notwithſtanding 
the Intervention of Thouſands of Objects, retains 
and Repreſentations, with all their 


the Lox D. + 


E HAYE ww principally to „eee up 
in it thoſe Things that may be moſt of Uſe for the 
Life to come; thy Mercies, Commands, Ditee- 


tions, Promiſes; my own Vows, Reſolutions, Ex- 


ences, Failings; to keep me conſtant” to — 
ty. LE Ia * n * neſs, humble and 
penitent. 


Sous Thin I have ſludied to "na Injuries, 


vain and hurtful Diſcourſes, and ſuch Things as | 
either hora milke"s me Wu worſe oy NS 
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them, or take up too much Room in my Memo- 
ry, Which might be ſtored with better Furniture. 


Tux reſt of the Employment of my Memory 
bath been to aſſiſt me in the ordinary and neceflary 
Converſation with others, the Ways of my Calling, 
the Performing of my Promiſes and Undertakings, 
the Preſervation of good and lawful Learning, that 
thereby I might do Service to. thy Name, ſerve my 
Generation, and improve myſelf in Knowledge, 
Wiſdomy and Underſtanding. ' wi) 


** 


A rs V. As touching my Conſcience. 


1. Ir hath been my Care to furniſh it with the 
beſt Principles I could: Before I had the Know- 
— of thy Word, I got as much Furniture as I 
cou 


from, the Writings of the beſt Moraliſts, and 


the Examples of the beſt Men; aſter I had the Light 


of thy Word, I furniſhed it with thoſe pure and un- 


erring Principles that I found in it. 


2. I HAvE been very diligent to keep my Con- 
ſcience clean; to encourage in it the Vicegerency 
that Thou haſt given it over my Soul and Actions. 
have kept it in the Throne, and in the greateſt 
Reverence and Authority in my Heart, Fa 


3. In Actions to be done or omitted, I haye al» 


ways adviſed with it, and taken its Advice; I have 


neither ſtifled, nor forced, nor bribed it; but 
gave it free Liberty to adviſe and ſpeak out, and 
a free Subjection of my Will, Purpoſes and Actions 


a WT. | . * AL RR © If us Far . v 5 * Va 8 4 
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at any Time done amiſs, T have not taken her up 
ſhort, or ſtopped her Mouth, or my own Attention 
to her Reproof; but I have, with much Submiſſion 
of Mind, borne her Chaſtiſement, and improved it 
— an humbling of myſelf before Thee for my Fail - 

; for I looked upon her as actin thy Au- 
thoriry, for thy Service, and to thy B07 ks 


5. When ſhe was pleaſed, I was 928 7 bob Fe- 
Keemed her as a Glaſs that re ſorted to my Soul 
the Favour or W of Bor Himſelf. 


6. Inv more troubled under the Fear of a ſear 
ed or diſcouraged Conſcience, than under the Fear 
of a ſharp or ſcrupulous Conſcience; becauſe I al- 
ways counted the latter, though more trou 8 
25 * ſaf oy | 


. I ravs been very jealous n e 
ing, or grieving, or diſcouraging, or deadning m 
Conſcience. I have therefore choſen rather to for- 

bear that which ſcemed but indifferent, leſt there 

ſhould be ſomewhat in it that might be unlawful; 
and would rather gratify my Confcience, with be- 
ing too ſerupulous, than difpleaſe, diſquiet, or flat 
it, by being too venturous: I have ſtil] choſen ra- 
ther to forbear what might be probably lawful, than 
to do that which might be poſſibly unlawful; be- 
cauſe I could not err in the former, I might in the 

* If Things were diſputable whether tt 

might be done, Frets choſe: to forbear, becauſe 

the 1— of my F orbearance was | Unque- 
ſtionable. | | 


8. As I have been N to adviſe r 
with my Conſcience before my Actions, ſo leſt ei- 
ther through Inadvertency, Precipitancy, or ſud- 
den Emergencies, I had committed any — 

: ami 
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amiſs, either in the Nature or Manner of the Acti- 
on, I commonly, 4 Night, brought my Acti- 
= of the Day paſt before the Judicatory of my 
Conſcience, and left her to a free and impartial 
Cenſure of them; and what ſhe ſentenced well 
done, I with Humility returned the Praiſe of to 
thy Name; what ſhe ſentenced done amiſs, I did 
humbly ſue unto Thee for Pardon of, and for Grace 
to prevent me from the like Miſcarriages. 
this Means I kept my Conſcience active, renew 
and preſerved Peace with Thee, and learned 
Nee nes nie er Lamp to come. 


| vr 4 2 thy great Warts of Cagarzoat 
- nd. VROVIDENCE. | 


hs I; HAVE not looked upon thy Works incon- 


2 ſiderately, and paſſed — over as ordinary Things; 


but I have ſearched into them as Things of great 


Eminence and Wonder, and have eſteemed it a 


great Part of the Duty that the wiſe Gop of Na- 
ture requires of the Children of Men, who there- 
fore expoſed theſe his Works to our View, and 
gave us Eyes to behold, and Reaſon in ſome Mea- 
ſure to underſtand them; and therefore I have 
ſtrictly obſerved the Frame of the Wr the Me: 
tion, Order, and divine 

have ſearched into their Quality, . and Obe 


rations, and have diſcovered as great, if . 


er, Matter of Admiration therein, than in the 
e, Moves _— Vie a ee 10 


hy = Frog 5 4 not reſt in the 
"haee) Peruſal of the Works themſelves, or their 
immediate natural Cauſes; but I traced their Be- 
um mee and 1 unto I. 
K 3 e 


the firſt Cauſe; and by this tracing of Things to 
their Original, I was led to-a demonſtrative Con- 
viction, that there is a Gop who is the firſt Cauſe 
of their Being and Motions: Yea, that there is but 
_ Gop, _ _ is moſt „ * moſt wiſe, 
knowing all Things, governing all Things, ſup- 
porting all Things. Upon theſe Convictions 8 
ſtrengthened in the Belief of thy holy Word, which 
bad fo great a Congruity with theſe Truths. 


3. AND upon theſe Convidtions, I did learn the 
more to honour, reverence and admire Thee, and 
to worſhip, ſerve and obey Thee, to depend upon 
Thee, to walk humbly, and ſincerely, and awfully 
before Thee, as being preſent with me, and be- 
holding me, to love and adore Thee as the Foun- 
tain of all Being and Good. When J looked upon 
the Glory and Uſefulneſs of the Sun, I admired the 
Go that made it, chalked out its Motions, placed 
it in that due Diſtance from the Earth, for its Uſe 
and Conveniency. When [I looked upon the Stars, 
thoſe huge and wonderful Balls of Light, placed 
in that immenſe Diſtance from the inferior Bodies, 
and one from another, their Multitude and Mo- 
tion, I admired the Wiſdom and Power of that 
-Gop, whoſe Hand ſpans the Heavens, and hath 
fixed every Thing in its Place. Nay, when Tlook- 
ed upon the poor little Herbs that ariſe out of the 
Earth, and confidered the ſecret Spark of Life that 
is in them, that attracts, increaſeth, groweth, ſemi- 
nateth, preſerves them and their Kinds; the various 
Virtues that ate in them for the Food; Medicine, 
and Delight of more perfect Creatures, my Mind 
was carried up to the Adoration and Praiſe of that 
God, whoſe Wiſdom; Power, and Influence, and 
Government is ſeen in theſe Footſteps of his Good- 
neſs; ſo that take all the wiſeſt, ableſt, moſt power - 
ſul and knowing Men * 
3 8 A equ 
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al that Power and Wiſdom that is ſeen: in 2 


Blade of Graſs, nor ſo much as trace out, or clear- 


Iy, or diſtinctly decypher the great Varieties in the 
—— Growth, and Proceſs of its ſhort, yet. 
wonderful Continuance; inſomuch that there is 
ſcarce any Thing that we converſe with, but- yielded. 
me Inſcriptions of the Power and Wiſdom of their 
rr ag. th rt 7 : | . 


| 1 
4 In the Cents of thy Walks of 
thy Heavens, thoſe goodly, beautiful, and nume- 
rous Bodies, ſo full of Glory and Eight, I ever re- 
fected, LorD, what is Man, that Thou art mindful. 
him, or the Son of Man, that Thou regardeft him! 


tis true, Man in himſelf conſidered, is a Creature 


full of Wonder; but, compared with theſe goodly 
Creatures, he is but an inconſiderable Thing. I. 
Jearn'd hereby to be humble, and adore thy Con- 
deſcenſion; that art pleaſed from Heaven, the dwet- 


ling Place of — 0 Mas enen Ont by; ® : 


wanne 


5. 10 the 9 a de ns Wiſdom 
in creating and governing the World, I havelearn-- 
ed Submiſſion to thy Will, as being the Will of 


the ſame moſt wiſe God, that by his Wiſdom hath 


created and governs all Fhings; I have learned to 


depend upon thy Providence, who though I am but 


a Worm, in Compariſon of thy heavenly. Works, 


am an excellent Creature in C riſon of the 


avens and the Graſs of the Fields; yet thoſe He 
feeds, and theſe He cloaths, and ſhall He not much 


more cloath and feed me? Thus Þ have in ſome 
Meaſure improved the Talents of thy Works, there- 
by to trace out er can bog nx Royer by 


vn. Tac 


5 . 
* . 8 1 
e 
2 * 9 


* 
4 
7 
8. 
vc 
4 
+ 
= 
| > 
W 
7 

| 

I * 
bo 
* 
5 
7 
2 
3 
* 
* 
9 
"5 
2 
1 
; 
1 
3 
2 
- 
jy 


5 7 8 a * 
116 A ef: 
* x L 4 4 t 6 a by ' 5 5 + * S. 
4. * 
* 


Vu. Touching ty more ſpecial Providence,” 


- "x. As by the Works of Nature, Liane l 
what Thou art, and ſomething of my Duty to 
Thee; ſo by thy Providence towards the Children | 
of Men, I og in ſome Meaſure learned a farther I | 
Leflon, viz. W hat thy Will is, for Thou haſt not 
left thyſelt without W. itneſs thereof to a mere natu- 
ral Man, obſerving thy: T4" — wy 
Children of Men. f ve 


1Havz obſerved ſome Men 2 Upright 
$f Temperance and Sobriety, Mercy and Gentle- 
neſs, Patience and Forbearance, Bounty and Libe- 
rality; and I have obſerved them to be very happy 
Men, and bleſſed in what was moſt deſired b) by them. 
It may be they were rich and great; but if they 
- were not, it was becauſe Riches and Greatneſs was 
not the Thing they moſt valued; but I have al- 
ways obſerved them to be happy in what the — 
valued; they had Serenity and Quictneſs of 
If they were not rich, yet they were c dae 
in their Contentedneſs; and if were not great, 
yet they were honourable in the Eſteem of others; 
nay, if they were under external Loſſes, Croſſes, 
Reproaches, 2 in the Midſt thereof, it was moſt 
apparent to all Men, they enjoyed that which they 
more valued, a moſt c chearſul, patient, 
contented Soul and this hath been as viſible to all 
Hpectators,. as if — 0 enjoyetl a. full Confluence 
| f external Happi And very man Iimes, 
unleſs upon eminent — — e the 
End of — they d dig Returns of en- 
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Inv obſerved Men of notorious and wicked 
Lives, Traitors, Murderers, Oppreſſors, Adul- 
terers, Covenant-breakers, ſecured by Power, Po- 
licy, or Secrecy, yet, by wonderful Providence, 
that Power broken, that Policy diſappointed, that 
Secrecy diſcovered, and eminent Judgments an- 
ſwerable to their eminent Demerits, have over- 


1 * 


_ I nave obſerved, both in myſelf and others, 
our Sins fo ſuitably anfwered with Puniſhments, 
that yo they ſeem to be * by ſtrange 
and caſual Conjunctures, yet fo exactly conform- 
able to the Nature, Quality, and Degree of the 
Offence, that they carried in them the very Effi- 
gies of the Sins, and made it legible in the Puniſh- 
ment, „ % ˙ %% Son 15-15 $9.4 5 — 


— 1 


| %,, 07 TYRES $500 RYE. ESI 1&7. 
Sic ill. Manus, fic Ora gerebat. © © 
And from theſe Obſervations T found, that thoſe 
Sins were diſpleaſing to Thee; that Thou wert 
moſt wiſe to diſcover, and moſt juſt and powerful 
to puniſh them; and did conclude, Yerily, -there ts 
« Reward for the Righteous; verily, there is a God 
that judg | eth in the Earth. FE: £1} 43. 503431% 1642 Eh 21 
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T raves always been careful that I offended not 
with my Tongue; my Words have been few, un- 
leſs Neceſſity or thy Honour requi nore; my 
Words have been true, repreſenti ng Rings as they 
were; and ſincere, bearing Conformity to my 
Heart; my Words have been ſeaſonable, ſuitable 
dd, Occaſion, and ſeaſoned with Grace and Uſe- 


I Have 


118 


I HAVE 8 my Words, though tranſient 
and paſſing away, yet treaſured up in thy Remem- 
brance; for by my Words I hall be juſtified, by 
my Words condemned ; and —— I have re- 
flected often upon my Words; and when I have 
found any Thing, through Inadvertency or  Paſ- 
fion, 2 paſſed from me, I have endeavoured 
— reform it, and humbled 1 * Thos 

it. 


IAA eſteemed 1 it the moſt — Robe Uſe of 
7 Tongue, to ſet forth 9 Goodneſs, Pow 
iſdom, and 1 ruct others as I I had 
2 of Thee, in their 
Duty to — — OM and others; to re · 


pos. Vice; to encourage Virtue; to convince 
rrors; to maintain the Truth; to call upon thy 


Name, and by vocal Prayers to ſanctify my Tongue, 
and to fix my Thoughts to the Duty about which 
J was; to perſuade to Feace, and Charity, and 
good Works; and in theſe Employments I endea : 
voured to wind up my Tongue 3 d 
bros of Elocution, I was capable of. 


Inv ofteh 2 thy wonderful Wiſ, 
FR and Goodneſs = the Children of Men, in 
oe them not only Reaſon and Underſtanding, 

t admirable Faculty of Speech, whereby 
one Man might communicate bis Thopghts, and 
Wants, and Deſires; the great Engine of mutual 
— without which our Reaſon and Under- 

1 impriſoned within ourſelves, and 
Confuſion. would enſue, as once it. did at the Con- 
fuſton of Tongues, by the moſt wiſe Providence, 
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Ni, I nave duly conſidered what it is, and 
and for what End Thou gaveſt it me; that it is 
but a ſhort Time, and the Minutes that are paſſed, 
and the Opportunities in them are irrevocably and 
: ly loft, that all the Wealth'of theWorld 
cannot redeem it; that the Time that 1s before me, 
is uncertain: When I look upon an Hour-Glaſs, 
or the Shadow of a Dyal, I can gueſs that here is 
Half an Hour, or a Quarter, or more or lefs to 
come ; but I cannot gueſs what Proportion of Time 
remains. in the Hour-Glaſs of my Life; only I 
know it is ſhort, but I know not how ſhort, whe- 
ther à Year, or a Week, or a Day, or an Hour, 
and yet upon this little uncertain Portion of Lime, 
and the due Uſe of it depends my everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery. It is my Seed*time, and if I 
ſow not my Steed here, it is too late to think of 
that Huſbandry after Death; and if I ſow, and'fow 
not good Seed, my Crop will be thereafter in that 
other World - And T have a thoufand Diverfions 
that rob me of much of this little Portion of 
Time, and yield me no Account in order to my 
gteat Concernment. When 1 caſt out from "the 
Account of my Time the Unprofitableneſs of my 
Childhood and Youth, the Hours ſpent in Sleep- 
ing, Eating and Drinking, Travels, and other 
Things that carry no Sin in them, there remains 
but a ſmall Portion of a ſhort Liſe for Concern- 
ments of everlaſting Importance; a great Buſineſs 
to be done, great Diffculties in the doing of it, 


and but a little Portion of a ſhort and uncertain 
Life to do it in; and yet this Life of mine was by 
Thee given, not to be trifled and ſquandred away, 
either in Sin, or Idleneſs; not to gain Riches, Ho- 
nour, or Reputation; for when Sickneſs comes, 
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theſe will appear inſipid and vain Things; and 
when Death comes, they will be merely uſeleſs: 
But it was for a higher End, via. A Time to trade 
for the moſt valuable Jewel of eternal Happineſs ; 
a Time to ſow ſuch Seed as might yield a Crop of 
Bleſſedneſs in the next World; a Time to ſecure 
a Title to an everlaſting Inheritance; ſuch a Time, 
as if once loſt, the Opportunity is loſt for ever, 
Joſt irrecoverably ; for the Night cometh whercin 
no Man can work, for there i 110 Work, e 
"nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in 4 um. whit 
e ne „ it 


"AND upon this. Conſideration of the r End 
of my Life, the great Importance of the Buſineſs 
that is to be EE in itz the Brevity and great Un- 
certainty of this Life, and the utter Impofſibiliy 
after Death, to redeem the Neglect of the impor- 
tant Buſineſs; of my Life, I have endeavoured to 

- huſband 7 — e ee Tajeat a as 
ore” as Ican: 


. By a careful woiding of ſinful 8 
which at once waſte this precious Talent, and con- 
tract a farther Debt upon me, render me in At- 
.rears for the Time milpont, 4 * n con- 
tracted. | 


2. By eee, burning out 61 V Cunde 
to no Purpoſe. \ 


nar By * * unneceſſary e of 


| Tine, by Feaſtings, exceſſive Sleep, impertinent 
Viſits, curious ane . . En- 


| * 


4. By zpplying, I and ordering even 
my Studies of human Learning, Rees, nature! 


or 
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or moral Philoſophy, Mathematicks, Languages, 
Laws to enable me to underſtand and obſerve thy 


| excellent Wiſdom and Power, to maintain thy 


Cauſe againft Atheiſm, Idolatry, and Errors; to 
fit me for ſerving of Thee and my Country, in the 
Station wherein I live. 28 . 


* exerciſing myſelf in the very Buſineſs of 


my Calling, as an Act of Duty and Obedience to 


Thee, acting in it thoſe Virtues of Chriſtianity 
that might be honourable to thy Name, of good 
Example to others, of Improvement to myſelf; 
uſing in it Diligence without Anxiety; Dependence 
upon Thee without Preſumption; Contentedaeſs, 
Patience, Thankfulneſs, Honeſty, Juſtice, Upright- 
neſs, Plain-dealing, Liberality ; and by this Means 
tranſlating my ſecular Employment into anExerciſe 


of Chriſtian Duty. 


6. By religiouſly obſerving thoſe Times that 
have been ſet apart to religious Duties, eſpecially 
the LoxD's-Day, not mingling with it ſecular. 
Thoughts or Employments, but with much At- 
tention, Strictneſs, and Care, laying hold upon 
thoſe Times and Opportunities, and carefully ap- 
plying them to the proper Buſineſs of the Limes. 

3 apart ſome Portion of my Time 
to Prayer and Keading of the Wort, which I have 
conſtantly and peremptorily obſepved, whatever 
Occaſions interpoſed, or Importunity perſuaded the 


contrary. .. 


83 


8. By making the one Thing, neceſſiry; the 


Buſineſs of my Life; and eſte-ming that Time 


ſpent moſt profitably, that was ſpent in order to it; 

obſerving thy great Works of Wiidom and Power; 

contemplating thy Goodneſs and Excellency ; 

hearing and reading thy Word; calling upon thy 
Vol. XXX. L. | 


Name; 
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Name ; crucifying my Corruptions;z exerciſing thy 


Graces; humbling. myſelf for my Sins; returning 
Thanks for thy M | l ? — 
Gop maniſeſt in the Fleſh; ſtriving to conform to 


my Pattern, and to have Him formed in my Heart, 
and his Life in mine; crucifying myſelf to the 


World, and the World to me; fitting myſelf for 
Death, Judgment, and Eternity. Theſe, and the 


like Employments I eſteemed the Flower, the. 


Glory, the beſt of my ſpent Time, becauſe they 
will be fo 
to come; and therefore this I reckoned my Buſi- 
neſs, and accordingly. I made it: Other Matters, 


that only ſerved for this Life, I uſed either barely 
for Neceſſity of my preſent Subſiſtence, or in order 


to thoſe great Ends. 


the Dominion ever them. 


1 nav eſteemed them as thine in Propriety : 
Thou haſt committed; unto me the Uſe, and a ſub- 


ordinate Dominion over them; yet I ever eſteemed 
myſelf. an Accomptant to Thee for them, and 
therefore I have received them with Thankſulneſs 
unto Thee, the great Lok h both of them and me: 
When the Earth yielded me a good Crop of Corn, 


or other Fruits ; hen Flocks increaſed ; when my 
honeſt Labours brought me in a plentiful or con- 


venient Supply, I looked up to Thee as the Giver, 
to thy Providence, as the Original of all my In- 
creaſe; I did not ſacrifice to my own Net, or In- 
duſtry, or Prudence, but I received all, as the 


gracious Returns of thy liberal Hand: I looked 


upon every Grain of Corn that J ſowed as buricd 
and loſt, unleſs thy Power quickened it ; I eſteem - 
ed the beſt Production would have been but Stalk 

8 io » Foo WE be an. 
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ercies; ſtudying the Myſtery of 
carried over with Advantage into the Life 


X. Touching thy Creatures, and the Uſe of them, and 
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and Straw, unleſs Thou hadſt increaſed it; I 
eſteemed my own Hand and Induſtry but impotent, 
unleſs Thou hadſt bleſſed it; for it is thy Bleſſing 
that maketh Rich, and it is Thou that giveſt Power 


2. I ESTEEMED it my Duty to make this my 
Acknowledgment, by giving Thee the Tribute of 
my Increaſe in the Maintenance of thy Miniſters, 
and the Relief of the Poor. 1 2 


3. I navE' not only looked upon thy Bleſſing 
and Bounty, in lending me thy own Creatures for 
my Uſe ; but have ſought unto thee for a mae 
upon them in my Uſe of them. I did very we 
obſerve, that there is by my Sin a Curſe in the 
very Creatures that I receive, unleſs thy Bleſſing 
fetch it out; an Emptineſs in them, unleſs thy 
Goodneſs fill them: Though Thou ſhouldeſt give 
me Quails and Manna from Heaven, yet without 
thy Bleſſing, they would become Rottenneſs and 
Putrefaction to me; and therefore I ever 

thy Bleſſing upon thy Bleſſings, as well as the Bleſ- 
fings themſelves, and attribute the Good I found, 
or was to expect in them, to the ſame Hand that 


4. I RecErveD and uſed thy Creatures as com- 
mitted to me under a Truſt, and as a Steward and 
Accomptant for them ; and therefore I was always 
careful to uſe them according to thoſe Limits, and 
in order for thoſe Ends, for which Thou didſt com- 
mit them to me: 1. With Temperance and Mode- 
ration; I did not uſe thy Creatures to Exceſs, to 
make Proviſion for my Luſts, with vain Glory or 
Oſtentation, but for the convenient Support of 
my Nature; and if at any Time thy Goodneſs did 
indulge me an Uſe of them for Delight, as well as 

L 2 Neceſſity, 
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Neceſſity, I did it but Berg and watchfully; I 
looked not upon the Wine when it gave its Colour 
in che Cup, nor gave myſelf over, either to Ex- 
ceſs or Curioſity in Meats or Drinks; I checked 
myſelf therein, as being in thy Preſence, and ſtill 
remembred I had thy Creatures under an Ac- 
count; and was ever careful to avoid Exceſs or 
Intemperance, becauſe every unneceſſary Cup or 
Meal was in Danger to leave me ſomewhat in 
Arrear to my LoRD. 2. With Mercy and Com- 
"paſſion to the Creatures themſelves, which Thou 
haſt put under my Power and Diſpoſal. When J 
conſidered the admirable Power of Life and Senſe, 
which I ſaw in the Birds and Beaſts, and that all 
the Men in the World could nat give the like 2 
to any Thing, nor reſtore that Life and Sen 
which is once taken from them; when I conſidered 
how innocently the Fowls and Fiſh, and Sheep and 
Oxen take their Food, that Thou the Loxp of all 
haſt given them, I have been apt to think that 
2 Thou didſt intend a more innocent Kind of 
Food to Man, than ſuch as muſt be taken with 
ſuch Detriment to thoſe living Parts of thy Crea- 
tion; and although thy wonderful Goodneſs hath 
ſo much indulged — to give up the Lives 
of theſe Creatures for the Food of Man by th 
Expreſs Commiſſion, yet I ſtill do, and ever di 
think that there was a Juſtice due from Man, even 
to theſe ſenſihle Creatures, that he ſhould take 
them ſparingly, for Neceſſity, and not for De- 
light; or if for Delight, yet not for Luxury: I 
have been apt to think, that if there were any 
more liberal Uſe of Creatures for Delight or Vari- 
ety, it ſhould be of Fruits, or ſuch other Delica- 
cies as might be had without the Loſs of Life; but 
however it be, this very Conſideration hath made 
me very ſparing and careful, not vainly or ſuper- 
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the Good Steward. 125 
fuouſly, or unneceſſarily, or prodigally to take 
away the Life of thy Creatures. And the ve 
ſame Conſideration hath always gone along wi 
me, in Reference to the Labour of thy Creatures. 
] have ever thought that there was a certain Juſtice 
due from Man to the Creatures, as from Man to 


Man, and that an exceſſive, immoderate, unſea- 


ſonable Uſe of the Creatures Labour is an Injuſtice 
for which he muſt. account; to deny domeſtic 
Creatures their convenient Food; to exact that 
Labour from them, that they are not able to per- 
form; to uſe Cruelty towards them is a Breach of 
that Truſt, under which the Dominion of the 
Creatures was committed to us, and a Breach of 
that ſuſtice that is due from Men to them: And 
therefore I have always eſteemed it as Part of my 
Duty, and it hath been always my Practice to be 
merciful to Beaſts; and upon the ſame Account I 
have even eſteemed. it a Breach. of Truſt, and have 
accordingly declined any Cruelty to any of thy 
Creatures, and as much as I might, prevented it 
in others, as a 'Fyranny, inconſiſtent with the 
Truſt that Thou haſt committed to me. I have 
abhorred thoſe Sports that conſiſt in torturing the 
Creatures: And if either noxious Creatures muſt 
be deſtroyed; or Creatures for Food muſt be taken, 


it hath been my Practice to do it in that Manner, 


that may be with the leaſt Torture to the Creature; 
and I have ſtill thought it an unlawful Thing to 
deſtroy thoſe Creatures for Recreation-ſake, that 
either were not hurtful when they lived, or are not 
profitable when they are killed; ever remembring, 
that though Thou haſt given us a Dominion over 
thy Creatures; yet it is under a Law of Juſtice and 
Moderation, otherwiſe we ſhould” become Ty- 
rants, not Lords over thy Creatures: And there- 


fore” thoſe Things of this Nature, that others 
ET rs 57 TROY have 
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As to the Knowledge I 5 have had. or acquired, 
namely, 


Keen 25 n | Natural Cauſes * ae, 


and o a = 


14 HAVE pay afientind: e a chief on bei 
Furniture of my Mind, but have accounted them 
but Droſs in Compariſon of the Knowledge of 
Thee and thy Chrifh, a and Him Crucifted. In ac- 
quiring of them, I have always obſerved this Care: 
1. That I might not too beftow my 
Time upon them, to the Prejudice of that Time 
and Pains ſor the acquiring of more excellent Know- 
ledge, aud the greater Concernments of . e 
2 


22 Learned along with me in — Studies 
of this Nature, this great Defign of . 


them, and the Knowledge owleage acquired by 
the 1 thy Name, er Diſco. 


very of thy Wisdom, Power, and „and ſo 
tranſlated my ſecular Learning into 3 ve- 
ment of divine Kno e; — — 
prone that Deſign in my Acqueſts of human 

ning, I had concluded my Time miſ-ſpent, 
becauſe I ever it unworthy of a Man, that 
had an everlaſting Soul, to furniſh it only with 
ſuch Learning as either would die with his Body, 


and ſo — for his everlaſting: State, 


or that in the next Moment after Death, would be 
attained without Labour; yet this Advantage 1 
made and ſeund in my gn er to ſecular 
Studies. 


have nne einm 1 e 


e . . oo co „ Du. icioa cw .T vcX 


Y Ty aw ©. 


w_CO 


We RT as - 3 Ss, 4 W_ Ty WF WW = ©, WW. 7 


the Good Steward. 12 


1. Ir enlarged au. to more 
uſeful Inquiries | 


2. Ir kept me from Idlenefs d Ruf, 


3. Ir kept my Thoughts and Life bsi 
from ray bre enen: MN 


3 44 


My Learning and Knowledge did: not haighted 


my Opinion of myſelf,. or Abilities ; but the move 
I knew, the more humble I was: N 4 | 


Strength and Bleffing 


554 . 


that gave me Underſtanding and cnlarged-i it, + 


- 2. Tus moos l sede ne En wes 
own Ignorance. I found myſeif convinced, that 
there was an Ignorance in what E thought L knew; 
my Knowledge was but imperſect and defective; 
and J found an infinite Latitude of Things which 
I knew not; the farther I waded into Knowledge, 


the deeper ſtill I found it, and it was with me, juſt 


as it is with a Child that thinks, if he could 

come to ſuck a Field, he ſhould be able to — 
the Heavens; but when he comes thither, he finds 
it as far off as it was before. Thus, while my 
Mind purſued Knowledge, I found the Object 
{ll as far before me as it was, if not much farther, 
and could no more attain the full and — — 
ledge of one Subject, than the hinder Wheel 
of a — can overtake the former. Though L 
knew much of what, others were ignorant, yet 


{till L found there was much more, whereof I was 


nt, than what I knew, even in the Compaſs, 
of a moſt confined. and inconſiderable Subject. And 


as my very Knowledge taught me: Flumility in the 


Senſe. of my own Ignorance, ſo it taught me that 


in 


* Underſtanding was of finite Power, that takes 
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in Things by little and little. 2. That thy Wiſdom 
is unſearchable and paſt finding out. 3. That thy 
Works, which are but finite in themſelves, and 
neceſſarily ſhort of that infinite Wiſdom by which 
they are contrived, are yet ſo wonderful, that as 
the wiſe Man faith, No Man can find out the Work 


that Thou' male from the Beginning to "the End, 


Ecclef. iii. 11. If a Man would ſpend his whole 
Life in the Study of a poor Fly, he would ſtill leave 


Wit ever attained. 


3. Ir taught me alſo, with the wiſe Man, to 
write Vanity and Vexation upon all my ſecular 
Knowledge and Learning. That little I knew was 
not attained without' much Labour, nor yet free 
from much Uncertainty ;- and the great Remainder 
which I knew not, rendred that I knew poor. and 
inconſiderable; and therefore. 


4. I rp moſt evidently conclude, that the 
Happineſs and Perfection of my intellectual Power, 
was not to be found in this Kind of Knowledge; 
in a Knowledge thus ſenfibly mingled with Igno- 


rance in the Things it ſeems to know; mingled 


with a Diſſatisfaction in Reſpect of the Things I 
knew not; mingled with Difficulty in attaining, 


and Reſtleſſneſs when attained: The more I knew, 


the more I knew that I knew not; and the more 
F knew, the more impatient my Mind was to know 
what it knew not; my Knowledge did rather in- 


large my Defire of knowing, than ſatisfy it; and 
the moſt intemperate ſenſual Appetite under Hea- 


ven was more capable of Satisfaction by what it 
enjoyed, than my intellectual Appetite was of be- 


ing fatished with the Things I knew. The in- 


larging my Underſtanding with Knowledge, did 
but inlarge the Deſire I had to know; * 
* | | Job's 


much more undiſcovered than the moſt ſingular 


8 


the Grain. ap 


3's Return was upon his Inquiſition after Wiſ- 
Job xxviii. 14. The Depth ſaith It is nat in 
ne, and the Sta ſaith, It is nut in me; the ſame 
Account all my ſeveral Kinds of Knowledge Rar 
me, when I enquired for Satisfaction in them: M 
choice Speculations in the Metaphyſicks were of 
that Nature, that when I had peruſed great. Vo- 
lumes of it, it was ſo Mercurial, I could hardly 
hold it; and yet fo endleſs, that the more I read 
or thought of ; it, the more I might, Natural 
Philoſophy. I found full of Uncertainty, much. of it 
grounded upon Suppoſitions, i 2 
perimented, the latter Philoſop 
former, and departing A*. — and _— 
deſpiſing and we As both ; the Subject as vaſt as 
1 tangible Univerſe, and yet euery In- 
dividual ſo. complicated, that if all the reſt were 
omitted, any one had more Lines concentred in 
it, than were polfible fos any one Age to fift to the 
Bottom; yet any — — or not exactly ſcanned, 
leaves all the ——————— The 
very Diſquiſition concerning any one Part of the 
Brain, the Eye, the Nerves, the Blood hath pe- 
plexed the moſt exact Scrutaturs. Thoſe more 
dry, yet more demonſtrable Concluſions in the 
Mathematicks, are endleſs and The 
| her eh of Lines to Lines, of — * 
88 Bodies to Bodies, Numbers to Num- 
to leave the whole Latitude of the 
Subecb, 2 ſce what long and intricate, and unſatis- 
factory Pains Men have taken about ſome one 
particular Subject, the Quadrature of the Circle, 
Conical, Oval, and Spiral Lines; and yet if it 
could be attained in the Perfection of i it, theſe three 
Unhappineſſes attend it. | 


1. T#aTit is but of little Uſe, it is only known 


that it may be known: That which is of 2 
e, 


r 5 
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Uſe, either in Architecture, Meaſuring of Bodies, 
and Superficies, Mechanicks, Buſineſs of Accounts, 
and the like, is ſoon attained, and by ordinary Ca- 
pacities, the reſt are but curious rn 


nden of Uſe r 4 


2. Pm al they ferve only dor this An a WA 
2 Soul, or a RBI ow ey not be 
1 in them. 12 


3. * admit: 4 ſhould, yer; toubtles a 
— Meaſure of ſuch Knowledge will be attained 
in one Hour after our Diſſolution, than the toil- 
ſome Expence of an Age in this Life would pro- 
duce. And the like may be faid for Aftronomical 
Diſquiſitions, what a Deal of Ado there is touch» 
ing the Motion of the Sun or Earth the habita- 
bleneſs of the Moon; the Matter, Quantity, and 
Diſtance of the Stars; the ſeveral Poſitions and 
Motions of the Heavens, the various Influences of 
A Bodies in their Oppoſitions, Con- 
2 ſpects? When once the immortal Soul 
hath —.— — the Stories of the Heavens, in 
one Moment all theſe will be known * ar 
evidently; which here are nothi t. Coujec- 
tures and —— 1 

* | 


6 on all theſe Conſiderations, Pen 
my intellectual Power, and the Exerciſe of it in 
this Life, was given me for a more certain, uſe- 
ful, and becoming Object, even to know: Thee, the 
2 true We wool IG Mp e * 126 
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XII. Concerning Prudence in ¶ Fairs, and Dexterity 
in the managing them, © 
6 * nl "#+ ds OTE 


1Havs been always careful to mingle Tuſtice 


| with my Prudencez and have always eſteemed. 


Prudence, acted by Injuſtice and Falſity, the moſt- 
deviliſh Practice in the World; becauſe it proſti- 
tutes thy Gift to the Service of Hell, and mingles 
a Beam of thy divine Excellence with an Extrac-: 
tion of the Devil's furniſhing, making a Man ſo 
much the worſe by how much he is wiſer than 
others. I always thought that Wiſdom, which in 
a Trades- man, and in à Politician was mingled” 
with Deceit, Falſity, and Injuſtice, deſerved the 
ſame Name: Only the latter is ſo much the worſe, 
becauſe of the more publick Concernment. 


I arwavys obſerved, that Honeſty and Plain- 
dealing in Tranſactions, as well publick as private, 
is the beſt and ſoundeſt Prudence and Policy, and 
commonly at the long- run over- matched Craft and 
Subtilty z for the Deceived and Deceiver are thine, : 
and Thou art privy to the Subtilty of the one, and 
50 Ginpliciog er . bf U of 
| * 


Ir hath been my Care, as not to err in the Man- 
ner, ſo neither in the End of exerciſing Prudence. 
ever eſteemed it then beſt employed, when it 
was exerciſed in the Support of thy Truth, in up- 
holding thy faithful Miniſters, in countermining, 
duſcovering, and diſappointing the Deſigns of evil 
and treacherous Men, in delivering the Qppreſled, + 
in righting the Injured, in Prevention of Wars and 
Diſcords, in preſerving the Peace and Tranquility 
of the People where I lived, in faithful adviſing of 
ny Prince, and in all thoſe Offices incumbent - 
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ape me by as Providence, wer ray * 


— m my Pr Prudence was u ſucceſsful, I 
thy Name the I knew the Prudence 


ety tary — and that it was thy pro- 
vidential of Occurrences that made pru- 


— ſucceſsful; and more was — 


ordering, diſpoſing, fitting, timeing 
— of all in ſeeming Caſualties, than 4 


be ated ; the leaſt whereof, if not marſhalled by 
thy Hand, would have ſhattered and broken the 
Counſel to a thouſand Pieces: Thou gaveſt the 
Advice by ay En, and: 2 it 1 thy 
* 


p ; the Gift of Elo 


OY "HAVE. ever r uſed that Gilt with Humility 
thereby ſecking Applauſe to myſelf, becauſe Pride 
and Oftentation in-this Gift would be Idolatry and 
Sacriledge, robbing Thee of thy Glory, and there- 
As fignally vindicated in dhe le — 

Ni. K 0 l 


2 Wein Truths: * nee 1 605 tis: ene 
of my Elocution, either to maintain a Falſhood, 
_ abuſe 2 into n Perſuaſion. 


3. wn las vl never abe che Advin- 
of Eloquence to deceive People, or to couſen 
them into any Thing. My Heart always went 
along wich my Tongue; a if I uſed Earneſtneſs 

of Speech upon any 


neſt Conviction in myſelf, of the Truth, TT 
ern ut 


human Counſel by which it is ated, or ſeemed to 


„ not 


caſion, it was upon an car- . 


1 thought the Uſe of that Ability was my 
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ſity, and Fitneſs of what I. ſo perſuaded : If my 
Judgment was doubtful, ſo was my Speech. 7 


never- uſed my Elocution to give Credit to an ill 
Cauſe ; to juli that which deſerved Blame; to 
juſtify the Wicked, or to condemn the Righteous; 
to make any Thing appear. more ſpecious or enor- 
mous than 1t deſerved. When the Caſe was goods 

uty. 
I eſteemed theſe, Caſes deſerving m. Denies 
and in theſe I was warm and — ; the ſetting 


forth of thy Glory; the aſſerting thy Truth; the : 


Detection and Conviction, of Errors; the clearing 


XIV. Touching oy Body and bodily Endowments of 
x. Health, Strength, and Beauty. 


| 1. In general: I looked upon my Body not 
ſo much given for its own Sake, as to be an En- 
gine for the Exerciſe of my Soul, and a Cottage 
wherein it might inhabit and perfect itſe f; and 
upon that Reaſon I was careful to keep it uſeful 
for that End; that, as on the one Side, by over- 
much Severity over it, I might not tire it, ſo on 
the other Side, by over-much Pampering it, I 
might not make it unruly; though I held the latter 
far more dangerous: For hs 


2. I CONSIDERED and found that my Body was 
the Harbour of the moſt dangerous Temptations, 
and the Receptacle of the moſt dangerous Enemies 
to my Soul ;; the greateſt, and moſt intimate, and 
moſt aſſiduous Temptations for the moſt Part made 


| their Applications to my Body, and held Corre- 


ſpondence with the Inclinations of my Fleſh and 
Blood, whereby my Body, which was given me 


to pe ſubſervient to my Soul, was ready ſtill to 


Vox. XXX, caſt 
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caft off the Yoke, and proſtitute that nobler Part 
to be a Servant to it, and bring her to that Vaſlal- 
ages that all her Skill, Activity, and Power, was 
olly taken up in contriving and making Provi- 
frions bs the Fleſh. I found that the ſenſual and 
Part was ready ftilt to thruſt the heavenly 
and intellectual Part out of her Throne, and to 
invert the Order of Nature, fo that both the Parts 
of my Compoſition were difordered, and out of 
their Place. I conſidered that if the Bufineſs was 
thus 'carried, my Happineſs muſt be only in this 
Life: When Sickneſs or Death ſhould ſeize 
my Body, I bad an immortal Soul that had Toft 
her Time in this World; and not only fo, but 
was imbaſed by theſe noiſome Luſis z and that the 
Contagion of my Body was diffuſed through | 
Soul, and could carry nothing with her but = Dit. 
appointment and Defilement, and conſequently 
could expect, to all Eternity, nothing but Vexa- 
tion and nfuſion. Upon all + theſe Conſiderations, 
F reſolved and practiſed Severity over this untuly 
Beaſt, brought my Body into SubjeRion, Tefufed 
to gratify her Defires, denied them, kept them in 
Awe and under ez and becauſe T found 
that my fleſhly Lufts grew s and unruly 
by Variety, Curioſity, and Plenty of Meats, Drinks, 
and by Eaſe and Idleneſs, I fubdued them by mo- 
derate Diet and Temperance, by hard Labour and 
Diligence, till I had reduced my Body to that 
Order that became it, that it might be in Subjec- 
tion, and not in Dominien; might ſerve and not 
rule. I denied Satisfaction to an intemperate Ap- 
petite, a wanton Eye, a vain Wiſh, a worldly De- 
ſire. My Table was ſparing, my Cloaths plain, 
my Retinue and | Attendance but neceſfary. I 
chaſed away my Luft, with the Contemplations of 
the Preſence of Gov, my End” of Chris Suffer- 


bay 
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ings, the Certainty yet Uncertainty of Death, 
he Ute after Death ; and mingled all my Enjoy- 
ments and Deſires with theſe ſerious and cleanſing 
Conſiderations. 1 ITY > Moda 


- « 


o 


3. I Found by Experience, it is the greateſt 
Difficulty that can be, for a Man in a good Condi, 
tion to think it may be otherwiſe. There is a Va- 
nity that accompanies Health, that we can ſcarce 
perſuade ourſelves we ſhall ever be ſick or die: We, 
cannot put on another Eſtimate of our Condition 
than we at preſent enjoy, eſpecially if it be 
„„ „ 
To wean myſelf from this Impotency of Mind, 
although it pleaſed Thee to give me à ſtrong and 
healthy Conſtitution, yot I often put myſelf” into. 
the Suppoſition of Sickneſs and ara. and 
pre-apprehended Diſeaſes, ald Age and Death; 
and by this Means broke and ſcattered my Conf= 
dence of Long-life, and took up Thoughts be- 
coming a ſick, or dying Man; conſidered how 
my Accounts ſtood, if Gop ſhould pleaſe to call 
me away; what Patience I had to bear Pain and 
Weakneſs and Sickneſs. In my firmeſt Health, 
it was my Care ſo to order my Life, as if the 


next Hour might deſpoit me of Health and Life 


A lx Reference to my Health, I always avoided, 
theſe two Extremes: 1. I never made it my Idol, 
I declined not the due Employment of my Body in 
the Works of Charity or Neceffity, or my ordi- 
nary Calling, out of a Fear of injuring my Health; 
far I reckoned my Health. given, me in order to 
theſe Employments. 2. I never was vainly pro- 


digal of it, but careful in a due Manner to pte 
W b 
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24 ESTEEMED Strength and Comlineſs of 


Body thy Bleſſing, an Invitation to Thankfulneſs; 
I eſteemed it to carry with it a ſecret Admonition 
to bear a proportionable Mind and Life. In the 
mean time, I looked upon them as Flowers of the 
Spring, pleafing to the Eye, but of ſhort Con- 
tinuance ; the Caſualty of an unruly Wind, an 


unſeaſonable Froſt, a Worm or Fly. might inter- 
cept their Continuance ; and they that eſcaped 
beſt, an Autumn or Winter, would infallibly 
evertake and deſtroy them. 1 


Xv. Concerning my WEALTH. 
1. I xsTEEMED theſe Acquiſitions rather the 


Effects of thy Providence and Blefling, than of 
my Power or Induſtry ; for if inſtrumentally my 


Induſtry acquired them, yet that tay Induſtry is 


thy Gift. Again, 2. Though my nduſtry and 


355 * get Wealth, were never ſo great, yet 
terpoſition, either of thy Providence or 


a ſmall 
Permiffion might ſoon have diſappointed all that 
Dexterity or Induſtry : A Thief, or a Storm, or a 
Fire, or a Leak, or the. Diſcompoſure of the 
Times, or a prodigal Wife or Son, or an un- 
faithful Servant, or a long Sickneſs, or a Misfor- 
tune in others whom J truſt, or a Flaw in a Title, 
or a Word miſ-interrupted, or a thouſand other 
Emergencies might in a little Space have ruined 


the Product of many Years Labour and Care.. . | 
' Upon "theſe Conkderitions I emed in the 


Midft of my AMuence not to ſacrifice to my own 


Net, nor to — my Heart, my Might, and the 


Power of my Hands have gotten me this Wealth z 


but 1 did remember the Lon my Gop, for it is 


he that gave me Power to get We: 
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2. I did not meaſure thy Favour to me, or the 
Goodneſs or Safety of my own Condition by my. 
Wealth and Plenty; for 1 found that thoſe Ex- 
tern ils were either indifferently diſpenſed to the 
Cood and Bad, or if there were any Odds, the 
Advantage of Externals ſeemed to be to thoſe, 
whoſe Portion we mt nt conjecture was 
only in this Life. My Wealth and Plenty there- 
fore rather made me the more jealous of mz 
Condition, than ſecure in it : It made me ſearc 
and examine my Condition the more ſtrictly and 
carefully, and when upon the Reſult, I found my 
Sincerity and Uprightneſs of Heart, though I with 
all Thankfulnefs acknowledge thy Goodneſs in 

iving me Externals, yet I often begg'd of Thee 
Nat my Portion might not be in this Life only; 
that as Thou gaveſt me Wealth, fo Thou wouldeft 

ive and encreaſe thy Grace in my Heart ; that 
Rib h I could wiſh the Continuance of any ex- 
as Advantages as an Opportunity to do the. 
more Good, yet if it were inconſiſtent with my 
everlaſting Intereſt, I might be without the former 
rathar than the latter ; and I made it my Choice 
rather to be poor here, and rich in the Liſe to 
come, than to be rich here, and loſt in the Life 


AY 


* 


K TrounD a Man might be rich or honourable, 
in Reſpe& of his Birth or Place, and yet a Fool, a 
Glutton, luxurious, vain, imperious, covetous, 
proud, and in all Probability the more obnoxious 
to theſe Diſtempers by his Wealth or Crea'neſs: 
On the. other Side a Man might be poor, wiſe, 
ſober, humble, and poſſibly his Pove. t? might in 
Reference to theſe be an Advantage. My Riches 
and Honour therefore never made me ſet one 
Grain of Value the more upon myſelf, I eſteemed 
it as an Inſtrument, that being put into a wiſe, 

TIT M 3 prudent, 
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t,. faithful, and liberal Hanu, might be of 
ſe ; but gave no more K NN to that inherent 
Worth of the Man, than the Ax or the Saw Bes 
* to che Carpenter. he . 


4. I eſteemed all the Wealth and Honour 1 
had, but intruſted to me by the great Maſter of 
the World ; z a Talent which thou committeſt to 
me as t Heede and upon Account; and 
this Conlideration cauſed me to Judge of my 
Wealth, and diſpenſe the ſame WS, in N 
Way, than is N done. 


Fi rſt, I pip not eſteem myſelf the Richer at 
all for my Riches; I eſteemed no more given 
me than what was in a reaſonable Manner pro- 

rtionable to my Neceſſitiet, and to the Station 

I had in the World ; all the reſt I looked upon as 
none of mine, but my Maſters; it was rather my 
Burthen than my Poſſeſſion; the more I had, the 
more was my Care, and the greater the 
Charge that I had under my Hands, and 
the more was my Sollicitude to be a faithful Stew- 
ard, of it, to the Honour and Uſe of my Maſter: 
Indeed ! rejoiced in this, that my Maſter eſteem- 

ed me Wiſe and Faithful, committing the Diſ- 
penſation thereof to my Truſt ; but I thought it 
no more mine, than the Lozp's Baily, or the 
Merchant's Caſh-keeper thinks his. , n 
or Money his. | 


Second, Ax p therefore I ole it would be a 
Breach of my Truſt to conſume that Wealth in 
Superffuities of Meat, Drink, or r or in 
advancing myſelf, or my Poſterity. - 


Third, I mPLOYED the Overplus i in Shoport of 
the Miniſtry, in Relief of the Poor, in * 
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f on of Captives, in placing Children to School and 
t Apprentice, in ſetting. the Poor on Work; and I 
) thought this latter was an equal, if not a greater 
Charity than the Encouragement. of idle Perſons by 
liberal Supplies, becauſe it kept them in their Way 
that Providence bath 4 for the Children of 
* u 


|S ay ESTEEMED my Wealth, as uncer- 
tain, for it hath its Wings, and might take its 
Flight, when I little thought of it. 


2. As that which I muſt leave when I die. 


2 


i 3 As not uſeful aſter Death for any ee 
whatigever.. „ é | 


4 As that which makes me 92 to Envy 
— Rapine, while I: live. SIP Jen 


5. As . — 1 at all, but when it is going a- 
way, vix. in * Expence of it. 


F m Gets. ads. Aa. died Sn ES. as. a i. 


| ER a great Temptation to Px ide, Vani ity, 
NIL bg io tie] | 


And upon all theſe and many. more 8 

tions, I. ever thought it too low to ſet my Heart 

it, and to weak to place any Confidence in 

it. When I had it therefore, I received it thank- 

| fully, uſed it ſoberly and faithfully ; when J loſt 

| [ loſt it patiently ,; and petenz. 6 
| 


R 
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. XVI. Te Bats my Eminence of Place or Power 12 
| #1 $1 " m Herd, * 1 15 my Accompt. 1 


f . NEVER ' ſought or deſired it, and that upon 
f a Reaſons ; 1. Beat I ealily ſaw that it was 


| rather 


** * 


140 | The Account of 


rather a' Burthen than a Privilege ; it made my | 
Charge and my Accompts the greater, my Con- t 
tentment and Reſt the lefs ; I found enough in it, 
to make me decline it in reſpect of myfelf, but not 
any Thing that could invite me to-ſeek or deſire it. 
2. That external Glory that attended it, I eſteemed 

© vain and frivolous. I looked through this Dreſs 
and Outſide, and eaſily ſaw that it covered a State 
obnoxious to Danger, Sollicitude, Care, Trouble, 
Diſcontent, Temptation, and Vexation. I efteem- 

_ edit a Condition, which if there were any Diſtem· 
per abroad, they would be hunting and puſhing 
at it; and if it found any Corruptions within 
either of Pride, Vain Glory, Infolence, Vindic- 
tiveneſs, or the like, it would be ſure to draw 
them out and ſet them to work, which if they 
ailed, it made my Power and Greatneſs not 

only my Burthen, but my Sin; if they prevailed 
not, yet it required a moſt watchful, affiduous, 
and ſevere vigilant Labour, and Induſtry to ſupport 


„ AW U_ COP” OOO OY 


them. 


2. Wren I undertook any Place of Power or 
Eminence, firſt I looked to Call thereto, to be 
ſuch as I might diſcern to be thy Call, not my 
own Ambition. 2. That the Place was ſuch as 
might be anſwered by ſuitable Abilities in ſome 
Meaſure. 3. That my End in it might not be 
the fatis of any Pride, Ambition, or Vant- 
8 in myſelf, but to ſerve thy Providence and my 
| ion honeſtly and faithfully. In all which, 
my Undertaking was not an Act of my Choice, 
but of my Duty. 4b "= . : 
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3. In the Holding or Exerciſmg of theſe Pla- 
ces, I kept my Heart humble, I valued not my- 
ſelf one Ruſh the more for it... I cafily faw 


S O 08 


_ 


PT 
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fore always my Care ſo to behave myſelf in it, 
as I might be in a — to leave it; and ſo 


to leave it, as that when 1 had leſt it, I might 
have no Scars cr. Blemiſhes ſtick upon me.. I 
carried therefore the ſame Evenneſs of Temper in 
the Holding it, as might become me if 1 were 
without it. 4 | | | 


4: I xEvER made uſe of my Power or Great- 
neſs to ſerve my own Turns, either to heap up 
Riches, or to,oppreſs my Neighbour, or to revenge 
Injuries, or to uphold out Injuſtice; for though 
others thought me Great, I knew myſelf to be {till 
the ſame, and in all Things, beſides the due Exe- 
cution of my Place, my Deportment was juſt the 
ſame, as if I had been no ſuch Man; for firſt, I 
knew that I was but thy Steward and Miniſter, and 
paged there to ſerve Thee and thoſe Ends which 
hou propoſedſt in my Preferment, and not to 
ſerve myſelf, much les my Paſſions or Corrup- 
tions. And further, I well knew, that Place, 
and Honour, and Preferment, are Things extrin- 
ſical to the Man: His Value before, and under 
and after his Greatneſs, is ſtill the ſame as the 
Counter that now ſtands for a Penny, anon for 
Six-pence, anon for Twelve-pence, is ſtill the 
ſame. Counter, though its Place and Denomina- 
tag, be changed. — 
5. I improved the Opportunity of my Place, 
Eminence, and 8 8 Thee and my 
Country in it, with all Vigilance, Diligence and 
Fidelity. I protected, countenanced, any encou- 
raged thy Worſhip, Name, Days People. I did 
faithfully execute Juſtice according to that Sta- 


tion I had: I reſcued the Oppreſſed from the 
Cruelty, Malice, and Inſolence of their Oppreſ- 
Leleaed the Innocent from unjuſt Calum- 


nies : 


for ;,. 


4 
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nies : I was Inftrumental to place thoſe in Offices, 


Places, and Imployments of Truſt and Conſe- 
quenee, that were Honeſt and Faithful: I re- 
moved thoſe that were diſhoneſt, irreligious, falſe, 
or unjuſt: I did Diſcountenance, and as they juſt- 
ly fell under the Verge of the Law, I puniſhed 
prophane, turbulent, atheiſtical, licentious, Per- 
ſons ; My Greatneſs was a Shelter toVirtue and 
Goodneſs, and a Terror to Vice and Irreligion , 
In fum, I fo uſed my Place, and fo carried my- 
ſelf in all Things, as if all the While 1 had 
| ſeen” Thee the great Maſter of all the Families 


XVII. Texching my Reputation, | 


Troven I loved my Reputation, and was 
vigilant not to loſe or impair it by my own 


Default' or Neglect, yet, 1 looked upon it as a - 


brittle Thing,'a Thing much in the Power of a 
falſe Report, a Miſtake, 'a' Miſ-apprehenſion, not- 
withſtanding all my Care, I was at the Mercy 
of others, without Gop's wonderful oyer-ruling 


I en2nrErort always took this Care, not to 


ſiet my Heart upon my Reputation I uſt 
Fidelity and Honeſty ; and if notwithſtanding all 
this, my Reputation was foiled by evil, or en- 


* 
4 


vious Men or Angels, I contented myſelf with 
the Serenity of my own Conſcien ct. 


„e 


; * 


Waren thy Honour, or the Good of my Coun- - 


try was concerned, I then thought. it, was a fea- 
fonable Time to lay out my Reputation for the Ad- 
vantage of either, and to act it, and by, and upon 


„ . . m5 
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it, to the higheſt, in the Uſe of all lawful Means ; 

and upon ſuch an Occaſion the Council of Aorde- 
cai to Efther was my Encouragement, Eſther iv. #4 
Who knoweth whether Go hath given thee 1 
this * and Eſteem for ſuch a Time as þ 


End of Lord Chief Tuftice Hauz's Warks, 
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N the firſt Verſe of this Cha _ 8 
I <xhortsto the whole Duty of kind Be "= 
Pollowers of Gop : The fame Exhortation 


ht: Both which Exhortations are 
* of the whole Duty of Chriſtians. 


Ix the following Verſes he gives particular Di- 
reftions, reſpecting the particular Duties of Reli- 
2 As, 1. Walk in Love, ver. 2. 2. Flee all 

iquity ; both 1. Greater Tniquities, Fornication 
and all Uncleanneſs, or Covetouſneſs. 2. Smaller 
Iniquities z 1. The * of the Tongue; Far 


comprehen- 


ves in other Terms, ver. 8. Walk a; Children of - 
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Filthinels, that is, filthy Talking, nor fooliſh Talk · 
ing, nor Jeſting, which are not convenient. 3. 
Partakers of other Mens Sins, der. 7. which he 
ow dehorts from, der. 11. charging them to 

have no Communion with them. 2. To be guilty 
of n . but rather teprove 


Orbe ſtrict Rules in the Tent," he p es the 
ſtrict Obſervation ; See that ye walk 2 
with an Eye to rt _ to every Direction; 
not only the gre ore weighty Duties of 
Religion, but 1 all Bae of it, even to all 
* 4 ” 


that the Loxp * 1 
© In the Words n Nun! Dt / 


1. A ſtrict Charge, See, or look di] igently ; 
y to it. WE & VN 8 8 © 8 I Seng 


. 


2. Tax Matter given in Charge, Walk circum- 
ſeth, which ſome render, walk warily ; others, 
| ante, eractiy; others, wok greg/eh and that 

a learned Critick affirms, the Word ed moſt 


properly ſignifies. 


EY A. CommennATION. of ON n 
alking 755 is wiſe Walking ; not as Feals, but 
es Hſe: Intimating, that to walk looſely, is to 


Walk ooliſhly ; e . n ERP Tec to v 

wiſely. © 45a e alodw »d3 to 5 18 
Tur Obſervations hes theſe Wands are ae 

To ewes... 1 In 
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Mark of Infamy. To be a Drunkard, a Fornica- 
tor, a Swearer, is no Reproach, in Compariſon 
bann W. E 


A Vindication f Godin. 1 


neben Fools; ne Chili of 


anexat and circumſpect Life are, whatever the 


World accounts them, truly wiſe Men: This lat- 


ter Obſervation i is it that 1 — yr to inſiſt upon. 


| LE 20 1 


--Bztoven, Tam — a Diſcourſe of > 
Sort of People, of whom we may ſay, with thoſe 
cos, Aets xxviii. 22. Concerning this Sect, we 
that it is where ſpoken againſt; And, 
who with the A tle, 1 Cor. iv. 9. Are made a 

Speftatle to the World, to Angels, and to Men: 
,oncerning whom, Heaven and Earth are divided, 
and the World is divided within itſelf. Of whom 
Gop ſays, The World is not worthy; of whom the 
World fay they are not worthy to live; of whom 


| Gop ſays, They are the Apple of mine Eye; of 


whom the World ſay, they are a Sore in our Eye; 
whom Gop accounts his Jewels; whom Men ac- 
count the 8 of the Morli, and the Off-feouring 
of all Things; of whom Gov ſays, They are the 
"os of Wi 5m, but Men fay, They are Fools. 
And as Gor and Men are thus divided, ſo are 
Men no leſs divided among themſelves. Some 


few ſay concerning theſe, as they concerning 


Chrift, They are good Men; others ſay, No, but 
they are Decei vers of the People. A Precifian, with 
the moſt, is grown into a Proverb of Reproach, a 


Wer, but let us onquite' a little more nar- 
rowly into this Sort of People, about whom the 
World is thus moved, and hath been in all ET 


Au order hereunto; I fall hew you,” © 


CES 


1 . Or. 


4a Nuit Pictat 
Fil, Wnar a Precifian is z and ;ſtcondly,. 


ptone (0 you, againſt all the World, that he u 


ao Fool, but a taal, * 3 
12 n 13 11 0 
| ORIG the — What a 2 is, 2 
Stripture-Preciſian.. Let me f you;oto free 
NG who he i not. qo d wu 


1. Nor a Phariſees b Shes, whoſe 
| 12 igion is a mere Shew ; who hath the Form of 
Coon without the Power; ; Who is pure in his 


own Eyes, and yet not cleanſed from his: Filthiz 
nels ;- who is exact about the Punctilio's of Reli- 
gion, and hath a great Zeal about the lower and 


more circumſtantial. Matters, and neglects Un 


eighties 1 nn the . This i is _ he. 


i 


E 


chat be a Vizard put upon him by ſome, 48 the | 


Hides of Beaſts were put upon the Chriſtians of 
old) not an Enthufiaff, I ſay, whoſe Religion is all 


Fancy, Imagination, Enthuſiaſm, the Dreams and 
 - Viſions of his own Heart. Neither is this he. 


— 24 is not a Caſtle in n "me. is a 


ps Nor a 1 nf * 1 1 
— who not knowing what Spirit he is 
of, calls for Fire from Heaven, to ſet all in a Com- 
buſtion, if every Thing be not exactly faſhioned 
Tie 4 to his own Mind. Neither is — he. 


The Wiſdom that is from above," is fin pure, 'then 


peacea try the VEE not "at five 
but be gentle, nel fied: Shri ton * b 
By a Pr n, I mean a ſincere, circumſpe& 


Chriſtian ; one — Care and Endeavour it is ts 


4 uprighth, according in ibe Truth of the _ 
| She: 


24a. = 7 $--5 A TR ns CO 


4 


t 2. By their Way or Converſaion.. en 


An 


And Late of the World, and denying 


bimſelf the finful Liberties thereof, doth exereiſe 


bimſelf to keep a good Conſcience towards Gop 
and, Men. T his is: the Perſon againſt whom the 

Hate and Envy, the ſevere 
— of ungodly Men, are chiefly intended, 
under what Colour or Diſguiſe ſoever they are car- 
ried: The Enmity is not betwixt Sinners and Hy- 
pocrites, but betwixt the Seed of the Serpent, and 
the Seed of the Woman; not the pretended, but 


the true Seed; Iaaclisass indeed, are the Men 


whom the Ibmaelites perſecute, Gal iv. 29. He 
that was lurn 
that pretended to be, but was born after the Spirit. 


Of this. Sort of People I ſhall give you 'a mord 


e eee eee v eee ange 
Arne £3; ua ee 
* Br their Make, or Confttutlenn. 
1 „ 4 nine dne 8 780 2 {is 


in 71 NIN 
'L By — — whe ee and 
tut out exactly according to the Pattern, they are 
born of the Spirit, born of Gon, and they bear 
the expreſs Image of their Father upon them 5 
Col. ii: o. Renewed after the Image of Him that 
created — are of a new Make from what 
were, there: is a mighty Change wroughkt in 
= uport them; 2 Cor. 54 18. —— — N 
ere — into the ſame Image. In our firſt Birth 
we were brought forth in the Image of our firſt 
Father, Gen. v. g. Adams begat a Seu in bis own I 
rage that is, a and earthly ps 24 The 
rit Man was of a Earth; [earthly ſu 
all his natural Progeny, aw earthly "Seed, an earth 
y Generation: He Sans is born — the Spirit, is 


. in a * Frame, Jahn _— 


ation of Godliniſs. 151 
who-withdrawing himſelf'from the-Fellowſhip, 


Cenſures and Ca- 


after: the Fleſh, perſecuted him not 


> ada 7 J ; 5 „ 1 „ „ x 4 ; —(—“.v bn © #9 gay, Wo \ 5 > 5 | p "7 
c T uti WER, 2, 


ch are 
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is born from x of an Keen tus, 23 
on Men, is not fuch a low and inconſiderable 
Thing as ſome Men make! it, ſtanding only in 
ſome little Reformation of the Life, but it conſiſts 
chieſiy in the Rene wing of the Soul aſter the 
of God, the Forming oi Chrift upon the Heart. 
As that ſecond Change, which ſhall be at the Re. 
furrection, will be the | tansformi 
Bodies, into the Likeneſs of Chriſt's 
dy 3 ſo this firſt Change is a Ttanaforming of our 
vile Souls, into the Likeneſs of his gloriou: 
Chriſtians are the Temples of the Lox 

Aeoſes made the Tabernacle exactly — to 
the Pattern ſhewed him in the Mount, ſo theſe 
Spiritual Temples; are made as exactly according 
to their Paitern, 2 Cor. iii. 3. They are the Epi/iles 
of Chritt, ui ten mot'rwith Ink, but uutb the Spirit 
F the livirg GoD ; net in Tables 0 
feeſhly Tables of the Heart. Carnal 


for their Chriſtianity ; they are all Chriſtians, tho 


nt, unbelieving, earthly, fenſual ; 
Kind of Proſeſſion (ſuch as it i - there is 
ſt then, a Profetiion of Faith, a Profeffion 

of: —— which though it amount to little 
more than the bare ſaying, I 
ſorty for my Sins, yet this-muſt — for Chriſtia- 
nity. But whoſe is this Image and prion? 
here is the Divine Stamp and Impreſs ? Where 
is your Likeneſs to Chrift ? Is there not ſtill the 
Viſage of the old Man ? Is there not the old Pride, 
the old Envy, the old Enmity againſt Holineſs, 
the old Guile, and Falſhood, 2 uſt ſtill ſpread 
over you? Is this the Image of Chrift?: Chriſtians 
that are truly ſuch, are preciſely formed aceordi 
to this — _ — — ſor — — 
ED in 


is Spirit :\ He that 


„Irepent, I am 
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A Rodin of -Gadliniſt. 183 


in Chrs/t | is truly 82833 not — <5 
out upon — tho?"the haracters ma ſome- 


thipg blatted and: obſcured, by Reaſon of the Re- 
mainders of Corruption, .yet- there they are; the 
ſame Mind, the ſame Heart that was in Chris, 


in them. A true Chriſtian is a BARR : oe 
ee eee e | 
AKESASEI. Un t TW; +3; 4 a1 
Fus inward Change, this F of Chrif 


upon the Heart, is the very Soul and Life" of 
Chriſtianit You may as well call him a Man, 
— is not in biin, as vun may call him a 
Gain, who hath not the Spirit) of bei in 
him. Let no Man count himſelf a Chriſtian, from 
any outward Privileges, much leſs: from any out- 
ward Paint of Chriſtianity, but from the inward 
Prints of it upon his Heart. Thou hopeſt thou art 
a Chriſtian; but where is the Image and Super- 
ſcription of Chri/# upon thy Heart ? Doſt thou not 
find, not only an Unlikeneſs to Chi, but à Di- 
like of Cbriſt, an inward Loathing of the Hotinefs 
of Chrs/t,: and à Riſing of Heart againſt the Strict. 
neſs of that holy Life: which He requires? Doſt 
e not 1 a Savour of Earthlineſs and FleſhI- 


SG thine Heart? Is this — 
* to Chriſ oft thou not find an Empti. 


. nh. 
in thy Soul? Whatever D. Wee 
out, thou haſt nothing of Ci Chrift 
not thyſelf, Gop is © Spirits: a1 ND Do is firſt 
upon the Spirits and Souls of Men: He loves 
Truth in the inward Parts, He loves Holineſs in 
the inward Parts; He is 4 Few which is one in- 
1 and he is a Chriſtian which is one inward: 
4 He is not a Chriſtian which is only outwardly 
Nay further, as he is not a Chriſtian, who 


is not inwaudly: ſo; ſo neither he that hath ſome- 


thing of the Towards of a Chriſtian, awd hate not 


2 | - - 


* __ : 42 as =. 45 
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— Picker Os, 


radically all the Graces of Chri/t in him: ke cher 
bath Faith, and hath not Charity; he that hath 
the Light: of a Chriſtian, and not the Love; he 
chat hath the Defires of a Chriſti n, and not the 
Conſcience of a Chriſtian he that wants any one 
of the vital Parts of Chriſtianity, hath nothing at 
all; a thorough Chriſtian is ut:conform 
to the Pattern. And thus you have a Deſcription 
rr Tat nord 
22 T R r - T4425 i 1 447 - ru 

4 thaw 48 1 nn 5 
I. 1 anus deſrde them by their Converſ 
an: And tht, | * 10 e AY n II mT) 
LA TY 13 £7 "Ji CTY Page tit 
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* — Motion-yo this End. 
hae = (TT 8 


- . What is 


RK that theſe Men would have? or whither are 


they bound ? They cannot be content to go along 
with their Neighbours, to live and do as others: 
Whither is it that they are going f — 
mat they would have? Why this is it, the 
Os — ing to another C | run 
> cog for the H — er. 
0 are going towards Sion, or Jeru- 
alm which is above: They are thoſe 8tronpers 
am Pil;rims here on Fan, mentioned Heb. 5 1. 
2x4, 14. that are fearing not an earthly, 
an hea : A Traveller's Eye is 
much towards his . End. Chriſtians that 
are making Heaven-ward, are much and often 
Heaven-ward: A Chriſtian's Heart is in 


his Eye, and bis Eye is on his Home.” wr 


44. 4 


An this.is A Farther Deſeripeion/ of this Sort of 
People, they are Men for another Country, - 
W | or 
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A Vindication:of Godlingſi. 15 
he another World; they are born from above, 

and they ſeek. 7 above; they are riſen with 

with Chri/t, a are aſcending unto Chris; 

their Treaſure is * ang and their Hopes are 
above, and thither are they haſtening: Whatſo- 
cver they have of this World's Goods for the Sup- 

rt of their Life, yet theſe Things are not the 


port 
Scope and End of) their Life: "They ſeek that 


Glory, Honour, and Immortality which comes 
from GoD ; and they are going on from Strength 
to Strength, 'till they come and appear before 
Gop in Sion. Hearkem, O you fooliſh Worldlings ! 
vou ſay every one of you, you hope for Salvation; 
dut which: 9 ton ſet? Whither are 
you going? 9 that Way of carnal Liberty, and 
Covetouſneſs, and Senſuality, to which you give 
up yourſelves, the Way of Life? In this a ſincere 


Chriſtian 3 is, differenced from all others in the 


Worlds, he fixes; his Heart, and his Hope, and 
Aims. upon an eternal Happineſs; and an bends, 
atopy ther oy the ebmaining of ic. 


2. By. yi Caurle « or 7 Motion cowards this 


ei 


1 ew 1% _ you 3 A threefold Deſerip- 
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r56: = Vindicie Pietatic::\'Or, 

I. Tuev are ſuch as walk in the 5 Way, 
which: is called ſometime - the May of: the Lorn, 
ſometimes 2 Way ef * memes the Way 

Righteouſueſe, ſometimes the Way of Lift," Pi. 
28 k. 1. Th hey 2 is ed 
ar ye. three Marks. 15 . 


. Tux Old and Good Way, 0 


women by le 
TC res New and Living Way: - 
209 94 180 . * 


9 Tus Strait and Narrow Way. Wo 
M ne: 

Fir, Tur Old hes Good Way, d tothe 
Fs Way; that is the Wa are commanded 
to enquire after-and take, 5 vi. 16. Stand ye i m 
the Ways and ſee ; aſt erin ba rf where 15 the 
goed Way, and walk 1 3 ye in the Ways 
and ee,” There 5 Ways in the World, ſome 
that are apparently the ay of Death, and not a few 
that pretend to be the Way of Life. If yo would 
know which of theſe Ways is the right, aſk for 
- the old Path, the Way: The old Path, that 

which was from the rr Godlineſs is no 
Innovation, it is as old as the orld 1 Jobn i. 1. 
Fhar which was' from the Beginning a we unto 
yo. Then it is the good, as well by the old Way. 
Antiquity alone is not enough to prove that we are 
is the right; there is an Evil Way, that is af old 
May, the Way of Sin is very ancient: The right 
Way is the old and good Way; there is a three- 
fold Good, profitable, pleaſant, and honeſt. - Tho 
the right Way have both Profit and Pleaſure in it, 
Wa the proper Ch-raQter is, the honeſt Way, the 
of Righteouſneſs; Mercy, Holineſs! Mic. vi 
Hart e ths. O Man, b is good ; fo 
4 is ly, to love Mercy, and to walt du with 
#5 Gop, This is good, the good Way, Phil iv. 
| 9. 


- . „ Fr A oe. 


, cas 


** "og 
S a 


Ss 8 . * 1 * 


. .. ³⅛ÜWiͥma'. CS 


ee 


3X0? 


I 


= 


» 


A Finditurhli of Grd. ay 


8, 9. Whatfoever Things are true, whatſoever 
f Things are honeſt, 9 Things are juſt, what- 


| Never Things are pure, theſe Things ws "ana" 91 


Gon 5 Peace * be with you. 


| srechpr Y, The: New kind. Livin Way. 
Three TOR it may be — will allt me about 


ter 


ri Warr is this New and Living way. 
r 413 
1 aANswen; Chriſt is this Way, John xiv. 6. 
1 am the Way. Heb. 10. 19 ing therefore 
Boldneſi to enter into the Hoheft. IV hoe: 20, By a 
"New and Living Way which He hath conſecrated for 
vs, & . A Chriſtian that walks Heaven - ward, 
walks in Chrift,- Col. ii. 6. He walks in Union 
with Chri/t, in the Name, and Strength, and Spi- 
rit of Chrift': THe: gog is not in Ar is 5 out of 
His Wr. 


way, Wrruns there be two e right Ways? 

1 ANSWER; no, but one. It is true, wil is 
Mention made alſo of the Way of God's Com- 
mandments, but theſe make not two diſtin Wa 
but are one and the fame Way: Faith in Chriſt, 
and Obedience to the Lato of Gop, are the one 
Way of Life. He that walks with Gop, walks in 


Chrift It is through Chrift, and our Union with 
| Him, that we are enabled to do the Will of Gop, 


it is through Chri/? that what we do is accepted of 
Gop : There is no Act of Obedience, be it never 


ſo excellent for the Matter of it, that is a Step to 


the Kingdom of Gop, that hath not ſome Thing of 
Chri/t in it, that is not done through his Spirit, 
and ſprinkled with his Blood: "And fo on the 
other Side, whatever Faith, and Hope, and Con- 

Vol. XXX. 0 fidence 
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158 Vindicie Pictatis: Or, 


fiderice we have in Chri/t, if it be not ſuch a Faith, 


ſuch an Hope as brings forth Obedience to the 


Will of Gon, it cannot ſave us. This Way of 


Faith and — this is the right Way, and 
the one and only of Life. In all that gene- 
ral r and 4 Church of the -Firſt-born in 
Heaven, there is not one Soul but entred by this 
Way. "Abel and Enoch, and Abraham, and Moſes 
and David, and Peter and Paul, with the whole 
Generation of Saints now in Glory, they all went 
the ſame Way, they walked with Gop, and lived 
and died in Faith und now inherit the Promiſes. 
And all the Reſidue of Saints that are yet in their 
Pilgrimage 4 yea, whoever ſhall be in the Ages to 
come, muſt by this one Way enter into the Ring- 
dom of Gob. This is the good and old Way 
which was from the Beginning, this is the new 


and _ Way 
1 Por — Fes 1 will that thou affirm Alen that 
ich have believed in Gop, be care = to main- 


2 good Works : Theſe Things are and profita- 
ble for Alien. If this be 5 if this be the * 
only Way of Life, then in what Caſe are the ſinſul 


unbelieving World? Whither are you 10 
ye Sons of Folly ? you tell us you hope to ſaved; 
what,” in your Unbelief and Folly? Search and. 


ſee if in the Whole Book of Gob, you find uy 
other Way of Salvation, * W in Chrj 47751 
Obedience to the Goſpel. | [ 


i 3 8 — 
F 


Langwzn, it is . and yet not 8 
it is new, and yet no Innovaſion: It is old, becauſc 
it was from the Beginning; it is new, bectuſe now, 


in the latter End of the World, it hath been-newly 


OM made more * eaſy, and open. 
Tumore, 


which ſhall be to the End, Tit. iii. 


{4 —— — ne wu „ — TT. LA 


AVindicationof Godlineſs. 159 
' THIRDLY, The ftrait and narrow Way, Strait 
i the Gate, and narrow is the May that leadeth unto 


ao Chriſtians muſt go by a Line, there is no 
Elbow-room for Luſt to expatiate ; every — on 


rhis Hand, or on that, is a Deviation: It is a Way 
that is hedged i in; the Commandant is the Hedge, 


which limits us within a narrow Path. Chriſtians 
muſt live by Rule, they muſt not eat nor Drink but 
by Rule; they muſt not buy nor ſel} but by Rule; 
they muſt not work nor fit ſtill, they muſt not ſpeak 
nor keep Silence but by Rule, Gat. vi. 16. As 

many as wall according to this Rule, Peace be upon 
hens It is alſo a narrow” Way: The Word 
might have well been tranſlated, a troubleſome, or 
painful Way : There are many Affictions to be 
That with in this Way; the Croſs is a Chriſtians 
Way-mark : Through many Tribulations we muſt 
enter into the Ki 
is a Plain, there is neither nor Ditch to 
Timit then, \ en is neither Buſh nor _ _—_— 


w_ —_— 


Now 5 is 


the Way. 1 cireumſpect 


Chriſtians Wed, this pe th whe and old Way, this new 
rait 


and living 
is the rioke — 
= Way. 


Ir isthe Wy of Truth, Ef cxix. 30. I er- 


and narrow Way, this 
ys and —— _—_— 


* rode — 


and the Truth, and the Life. It is the Way which 
the Truth or Word of Gop doth preſcribe to us ; 
it is the true Way, that is indeed in all the Parts 
of it, that which it declares itſelf to be. The 
Way of Sinners is a Lie, a Way made up of Lies; 

the evil Works of Sinners are Lies; Prov. 11. 18. 
De Wicked work a deceitful Wark, the Work of a 
—_— the Words ar: their Words are lying 


ords, 


of Gon. The Way of Sin 
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r 
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Words, their very Duties are a Lie. Heſ. x. 12. 


Ephraim compaſſeth me about with Lies; that is, 
with lying Duties, lying Prayers, lying Sacrifices, 
lying Pratfes;; their Prayers are no Prayers, their 
Sacrifices are no Sacrifices, they do but diſſemble 
with Gon, and deceive themſelves in all their Per · 
formances ; their Hopes are a Lie, their Comforts 
are 'a' Lie, their Reſuges are a Lie ; the — 2 
Sinners is wholly made up of Lies: But the Way 
of Chriſtians is the true Way, their Duties, their 
Comforts, their Joys, their Hopes have Truth and 
Reality in them, Pſal. xxv. 10. All the Paths 
the Loxp are {Mercy and Truth to them that keep his 
Covenant. Now look what Excellency. there is of 
Truth above 2 Lie, ſo great is the Excellency of 
this Way of Chriſtians above all other Ways. 
2. Ir is the Way of Holineſs: Holineſs hath 2 
Glory in it; every Thing by how much the more 
uu it is, by ſo much the more precious in its 
ind. What other Excellency have the Angels of 
Light above the Devils, but their Holineſs ? What 
was it that transformed the Angels that fell, into 
Devils, but the Loſs of their Holineſs ? Wherein 
ſtands the reaſonable Creatures Likeneſs to the 
-Gop of Glory, but in their Holineſs ? This is the 
Divine Nature they are made Partakers of, the Spi- 


rit of Gop, and of Glory, reſting upon them, 


1 Per. iv. 14. There is fuch a Beauty and Majeſty 
in Holineſs, that doth command an Acknowledg- 
ment of it from all Sorts of knowing Men. 


Ir is the Way of Gop; not only the Way 
wherein the Loxp hath commanded them to walk, 
dut wherein the Lox p appears to them, wherein 


they have the Viſion and Fruition of Gop; and 


therefore a wool Life is often expreſſed by twalling 
with Gop, by living in Fellowſhip or Communion, ar 
„ | 3 Acquartance 


the 2 before me ; Pſal. xvii. 15. I will 
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intance with Gon. Pſal. xvi. 8. 7 have fer 


behold thy Face in Righteouſne ſneſs. Enoch walked with 
Gon, Neah wakes, with Gop. Good Company - 
will make any Way pleaſant; how craggy or 
dirty ſoever our Way under Foot, it is pleaſant to 
ſee the Sun ſhine over us, Pſal. I. 23. To him that 
ordereth his Converſation aright, will T ew the Sal- 
—_— Ns — The Loxp meets his People in 
8 and cauſes all his Goodneſs to paſs on 
0. proclaiming his Name, The —— by 
pre and merciful, and flow to Anger, and o 

This Viſion of Gop makes all the _ 


bours — Difficulties of this Way ſweet and eaſy 


to them ; certainly this is the bleſſed Way for 
Gop is in it. Chriſtians let all the ungodly 
World ſay all they can to diſgrace and diſparage the 
Way of ral eres as a wretched, diſconſo- 
late, and contemptible Way; yet until they can 
confute your Senſes, and make you not to believe 


what you taſte and ſee, be not difcouraged, neither 


let them delude you into any better Opinion of 
their Ways of Sin from any Pleaſure, Credit, 
Eaſe or Gain, that is in them; whatever there is 
in them, Gov is not in them: Gov is in the Way 
of Righteouſhefs, and there alone to be found and 


enjoyed, and therefore this is the moſt bleſſed and 


I Wan 


4: Ir is the Way of the Kingdom ; | the proper | 
Excellency of the ſtands in this, that. it 

will certainly: bring about its End; that is our beſt 
Way that will bring us ſafely Home. "This Way 
is called the Way of Life, Pſal. xvi. 11. Thou 
wilt ſhew me the Path of Life. 2 Pet. i. 5 
— * —_— Faith Virtue, to Virtue Knotoledge, to 
ce, Patience, Godlineſs : For fo 


en — n unte yen abundantly = 
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the euerlaſting Kingdom. If there were no other 


Excellency of this Way, yet this is enough to 
commend it, and exalt it above all other Ways, 


that it is the Way to Heaven. The Way of the 
Loxb, whatever you have to ſay againſt it, to diſ- 
courage, or make you unwilling to travel it, yet 
it is the only Way you have to ſave your Souls, the 
only Way to eternal Bleſſedneſs. When you have 
made all your Objections, and all your Excuſes, 
you muſt take up this hol —— Liſe, or you 
can never come into the Kingdom of Gop. The 
Way of Jollity and Merriment, is, as you think, 
2 more pleaſant Way: But is this your Way to 
Heaven? The Way of — ou count a 
more profitable Way; but is this the Way of Liſe? 
The Way of Slothſulneſs is, you think, an eaſy 
Way; but is this the Way of the Kingdom? The 
Ariel Way ef Holinefs, hath little carnal Delight, 
Eaſe or Profit in it; but is not this the Way to ever- 
laſting Life ? Heb. xii. 14. Fellow Peace with all 
Men, withaut which no Man Hall ſee Gon. a 


No, if all this be fo, (ſearch- Sinners, ſearch 
and conſider if it be not ſo, conſult the Scriptures, 
conſult your Reaſons and Conſciences, and ſee if 
you find them not bearing Witneſs to this Truth;) 
and if theſe Things be ſo, then come all ye Fooliſh, 
and judge of the Unreaſonableneſs of theſe ſcoffing 
Demands, to the People of Gop, why muſt you 
be ſo nice? Why ſo preciſe ? Why ſo ſtrict and 
making fo much ado: about every ſmall Matter? 
Why cannot you be content to do as others, and 
take the ſame Liberty as others? Why, itis all 


one as if they ſhould demand of them, why wWill 


you keep your Way, the Way of Liſe? Why 


will you be ſaved? Why cannot you be content to 
be damned as well as others? Is there not a great 
deal of W iſdom in ſuch Queſtions. ? If you ſto- 


by 


 NAITOW 


Foot, Pſal. cxix. 1. Bleſſed are t 
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by a dangerous Mire through which, there was 


one narrow Tract of firm Ground, and ſhould fee 
a Company of poor Creatures ſunk, and almoſt 
ſwallowed up, on the one Hand and the other, 
and yet ſhould you ſee them Laughing, and 
Mocking, and Jeeting. at thoſe. who kept on the 

Prad of firm Ground ; would. you not 
fay, they were all mad, or bewitched.?..:Lhis' is 
the Caſe of fooliſh, Worldings, they are, ſunk. in 
the Mud, they are even ſwallowed up, aud ready to 
periſh, and yet they fall a Laughing, and deriding 
of them, who. will keep the ſure Way, Sinners, 
what do you mean? Fou are ſinking, you ate 
ſinking; a few Steps farther and you ate ſwak- 
lowed up. Why, will you not come back, and 
get into this. ſafe: Way? Leave your ſcoſſing at 
the Saints, and learn of them; leave yqur judg- 
ing and cenſuring, and follow them in the {ane 
Steps that they are going in before you. 


IT. Trey are upright and exact in the Way, 

they walk on in che ſtrait Way, with, a ffrait 
e Undefiled in the 

V, or the perfect, or entire in the Way. It is 
ſaid of Caleb, Numb. xiv. 24. That he follgwed the 
Lon fully, Luke i. 6. 2 Cox. i. 12. This is cur 
Rejoicing, the Teſtimamy of oun Conſcience, that in 


all Simplicity and godly Sincerity, tue baue had our 


Converſation in the Norld. 1 Theſ. ii. 10. Te are 
IWitneſſes, and Gon. alſo, haw Halily, and juſtly, and 

blameleſly,; we behaved ourſelves among y. 
Bur here, that I be not miſtakes IL. muſt 
diſtinguiſn betwixt their Aims, or what they are 


rꝛaching towards; and their Attainments, or what 


they have reached to. The Aims. of theſe,, cir- 
cumſpect Chriſtians, in their whole Courſe; are 
at Perfection, Phil. iii. 14. { preſs tatard the 
Mark ; they would keep their Way, en 


eaſt 


PIR OE ROOT „„ 


Attainments fall ſhort of their Deſires, 


— þ not think one” Thought amiſs, they 
would not negle& any one Duty, nor commit any 
one Sin, but would be what the Apoſtle would 
have them to be, Holy and harmleſs, the Children 
os a gn Hens ron in the Midft of a crooked 

tron. Theſe are their Aims, though their 


Can - 


not do as would, e 

— . 1 of their 935 
| „ ſerve the Loxp with the beſt of their 
— and when they have done their beſt, 
they mourn hn 


open chis d 
A "Op of the Lonp, 


Ina l —— diſti 
and upright Walk! 1 
I ſhall ber! it. — 7 


1. As it hath reſpe&t to the Commandment. 
2. As it hath reſpeRt to Conſcience. 


3. Turin exact walking, as it hath reſpe& to 
— — ſtands, 1. In having reſpet 
Commandment, to the whole Word of 

Gov, Pil. cxix. 6. Then hall I not be aſhamed, 
— 7 to ull thy Commandments, Matth. 
xxviti. 20. Teaching them to obſerve all Things 
whatjetuer I have commanded you. The Life of 2 
Chriſtian is a buſy Life, the Word of Gop finds 
us much Work to —_— we have Work for every 


F tie Work, our Underſtandings have 
ork, our — 


Affections, Conſciences, 
Kev, Eyes, Hands, have all their par- 


von Works affigned them; every Grace hath: 


its Work, Faith hath its Work, Love hath its 


Work, Patience hath its Work ; every _ 
| maxes 
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makes us Work, to reſtrain, deny, watch, crus 
cify them; theſe are Weights: and Clogs that wilt. 
hang on, and hinder us from all other Works, if 
we let them alone; theſe are working againſt us 
continually, and are apt to ſet us on Work:againſt 
ourſelves ; working Miſchief. and Ruin to out 
Souls, if they be not continually looked to, and 
kept under. We have Work againſt us for every 
Condition ; our Proſperity finds us much Work 
to keep ourſelves humble, heavenly, watchful, in 
an holy Fear and Jealonſy, left the Pleaſures of 
this Life, make an Inroad upon our Hearts, and 
ſpoil us of our Graces. Our Afflictions find us 
Work, to keep our Spirits from ſinking and fainte 
ing, from murmuring and envying at thoſe whoſe 
Way doth proſper. We have all the ſet and ſolemn 
Duties of 2 to attend upon; we have pray- 
ing Work, and 2 and Sacrament 
ork, and reading ork, and heart - ſearching 
Work, and meditating Work: We have Work 
to be done for others, our Neighbours and Ag- 
quaintance, our Friends and Enemies, our Fami- 
lies, our Servants, our Children; we have not 
only Work to do for them as Men, but Work to 
do for Gop with them; Gop hath Work for us to 
do among our Neighbours ; Gop hath Work for 


us to do in our Families, and for our Ftiends and 

Enemies, inſtructing Work, reproving Work, 

praying Work, Works of Mercy and Charity. 
e 


have a continual Succeſſion of Work, every 
Day hath its Buſineſs : Chriſtians muſt have no 
leeping Days, their very Sabbaths muſt be work- 
ing Days; we muſt be at Work for our Souls, 
even on [thoſe Days wherein. we muſt do no bo- 
dily Work. There remains a Neſl for the Peaple f 
God ; ſuch a Reſt, wherein they ſhall work no 
more, nor be weary any more, wherein W 


* 
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Work ſhalt be to cat the Frait of their Doings: 
But on this Side that þ eſt, there pens Brag 


7 mMn r 


Ps 


vo dee we World bath provided much Wor 
for Chriſtians now thoſe chat are irc 


— — v0 every 
t or baulk wic!Gos; e 
iv. 12 Soda 26. Saud compleet. vs all the 


requires, an ht 

il yield and ſtoop. to them. D 
there be any one Thing required in the whole 
—— —U—ñœ—6— but al- 
low If in the Neglect of, concerning which 


—— Naaman, ed ons "de, you in this 
pn 


one T Hing; whatſoever 3 
1 8 

ReſpoR to the ahoſde fivituat ant 
1.2. To having Repo 0 the the Command- 


ment contains Sins to be avoided, and Duties to 


de performed and both theſe are either out ward or 
x. As Neve 250 — Sins to be a- 


upon theſe ſpiritual 
-Wiekedneſles — to have their 
purge d, 
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„ their Hearts ſprinkled from an Euil Confer 
pong Tow Fe 
that are Cbriſt's have crucified the Rliſb, with the 
Actions and Lufts ; their Care is, not only that 
they -be no Drunkards, nar Swearers, nor Liars, 
nor Railers, nor Oppreſſars, nor of fro- 
ward, fretful, impatient Carriages and Behaviours, 
but they do not covet, they do not luſt, they are 
not a proud, impatient, fretful, envious, un- 
peaceable Heart, they would not that an Evil 
Thought, or a vain Thought ſhould lodge within 
them. - As there are vos 7 Duties to be on 
formed, yin 3 \Hearin orks of Mercy, 
there are 1 — wards ſpiritual, as the 
internal acting of Faith, and Love, and Hope, and 
the Fear of Gon, the Souls chooſing of Gop, 
cleaving to Gow, rejoicing, delighting in Gep. 
Exact Chriſtians have * ke Reſpect to theſe 
ſpiritual Duties, in the Exerciſe. whereof ſtands 
chiefly their living in a holy Fellowſhip, Commu- 
nion, and Acquaintance with Gop : And for out- 
ward Duties, their Care is to perform them ſpi- 
ritually, they pray with the Mouth, and pray in 
the Spirit ; they | praiſe the Loxp with their Lips, 
and offer up their Hearts as / irnval Sueriſer 3 
they hear with their Ears, and with their Under 
flaudings ad; they labour to bring their Souls 
under the Word, to pour forth their Souls in 
Prayer, to draw forth their Souls in their my 
Alms, Ja. ly ii. 1f .theu draw forth.thy Soul to v 
1 gry 3 Plal, Ixix. 10. J claſtnad my Sou with 
o re 


On Baxrunkx, if this be ro wall wh, 
then how much Looſeneſs doth this diſcover in 
us? Looſeneſs in our very Duties: Men do not 
only drink like Libertines, and ſwear like Liber- 


ines, and neglect Duties like Libertines, but per- 


form 


* 
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form Duties like Libertines. Thou that uſeſt © 


pray in thy Cloſet, nor in thy Family, or in the Con- 
gregation, in a outward formal Way, and dof 
mot pour out thy Soul in Prayer, thou prayeſt 
like a Libertine : Thou that faſteſt, and doth not 
Tchaften thy Soul with Faſterig, thou faſteſt like a Li. 
bertine: Thou that heareſt, and doſt not bring th 


Soul under the Ford, thou heareſt like a Libertine: 


This is looſe Praying, and looſe Hearing; look 
from the Rule, which requires the exerciſing of the 
Inner- man, as well as the outward, — _ 


8 ne 20 
3. IN obſerving the Commands to the utmgſt; and 
Here I ſhall give a four-fold further Deſcription 
of them. bv L . | | 

. THEY 'endeavour to get up their Hearts t: 
#he 'bigbeft Pitch of Affection, Care, and Activity: 
They would be the beſt Chriſtians, the moſt hun- 
de, the moſt mortiſfed, the moſt patient, the mot 
"exemplery' and ative Chriſtians; net flathful in Bi- 
ines, but fervent in Spirit, ſerving the LorD. A 
ſincere Chriſtian, is a zealous Chriſtian; in his Sin- 
<cerity ſtands the Truth of his Chriſtianity ; in his 
Teal ſtands the Heighth of it. Zeal is not a di- 
FinEt Grace, but the Heighth of every Grace; 
Love in the Heighth of it, Deſire in the Heighth 
of it. A zealous Chriſtian exerciſes every Grace, 
performs every Duty, and doth it with all his 


5 HJ 


Might; he is not willing to ſpare, or to favour 
Himſelf, but will ſpend and be ſpent in the Work 
of the Lox D: The Fleſh will be pl:ading for a 
little Eaſe; for Moderation, it will be ſolliciting 
the Soul as Peter did Chrift; Pity wk favour 
#hyſelf 5 thou' wilt never hold out at this Kate, ' thi 


10 pull all the Country about thine Ears if thou 

bereft thus hot and forward : But the Soul returns 

the ſame Anſwer as Cbriſt did to him; Get the 
K | | | 


behind 


0 » = IU 6 FR + © 0 A” ws 


liberal Man devi 
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behind me Satan ; held thy Peace, ſlothful Heart, let 
me alone, for I will ſpeak for Gop while I have u 
Tongue to ſpeak; while I have an Heart, while I 
have an Hand, while I have an Eye, while I have 
4 Soul. while I have a Being, I will follow on after 
the Loxn. I will ſerve Him, I will praiſe Him, 
Iwill facrifice all I am, and have, to Him, and thee 


come on me «hat will. © 


2. Tnxy are fudying and ſorting out Opportuni- 
ties for Service. Such Chriſtians are of ftrict Lives, 
but of large Hearts; of ſtrict Conſeiences, but of 
large Defires and Aims.' Grace ſets Limits to 
their Conſciences, but none to their holy Aﬀec- 
tions; they never do fo much for Gop 3 but 
they are ſtudying how they may do more. A 
72 liberal Things; a merciful Man 
deviſeth merciful Things; a Tighteous Man de- 
viſeth righteous Things 3 he doth not only exer- 
ciſe Liberality and Mercy, and work Righteouf- 
neſs, when he hath an . rb nr Mb mto his 
Hand ; but he fits down and conſiders what great 
Things the Lorxn hath done for him, what mar- 
vellous Loving-kindneſs the LORD hath ſhewed to him; 
and thereupon ſtudies and caſts about what greater 
Things than yet he hath done, he may do for the 
Name of Gop. As it is faid of the Wicked, 
Prov. vi. 11. He deviſeth Miſthief continually ; and 
P/al. Ixiv. 6. They fearch out Iniquity, they accomp- 
Ii a diligent Search ; ſearch out for every Oppor- 
tunity to work Wickedneſs, to ſatisfy their Luſt: 
So righteous Men ſearch out, and make a dili- 
gent ch after Opportunities to work Righte- 
ouſneſs, 2 Sam. ix. 3. 1s there not yet a Man left 4 
the Houſe F Saul, (faith David) to whom I mig 


Heio the Kindneſs of Gop ? Is there not yet a poor 


Soul in Diftreſs, to whom I might ſhew Kindneſs for 
the Name of Gop ? Is IT not yet a poor Family 


in 


* 
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in Mihry, 10 whom 1 pn t few Arg , I. ther 
nat yet a poor Sinner to whom 1 might - Counſl? 
ds there not yet 3 — 2 to whom 4 admi- 

niſler Comfort far the. Sake of my Gon? As it is 
ſaid of the Devil, He goeth up and down, ſeeking 
whom be may devour, ſo it may be ſaid-of ſuch, they 


going up — down ſeeking whom they might ſave, 


3. Tay h Occaſions and Temptations to Sin : 
They keep at as great a Diſtance from Sin as pol- 
ſible ; they. ate careful to keep far enough within 
1 — Jace e to their utmoſt 
ry go beyand it cre are aware. 
-A'wary Chriſtian, havi ee tags Things 
have proved Snares and I'emptations to him, and 
have drawn him. afide to Iniquity formerly, wel 
take Heed, how be comes nigh them,, a 
Company bath cooled and tapped his 1 
will take Heed how he comes into ſuch Compan 
again: If going to his utmoſt Liberty in the "Us 
of the Creatures, either Meat, Drink, or Appa- 
rel, hath inticed him beyond his Bounds, he Gl 
be wary how he allows himſelf the like Liberty, 
and will deny himſelf the Freedom he might A 
rather than again run upon Danger; He ts a 
ble of his Weakneſs to ftand againſt. a Tempta- 
tion, and thereupon is the more watchful that he 
run not into Temptation.;.. Mem that, ate bold to 
venture into Temptation, to venture among, vain 
Perſons, eſpecially when they have proved what a 
Snare ſuch have been, they have little Fear of Sin, 
Care of their Souls, or Conſciences, or Regard to 
Go or Godlineſs: A circumſpect Chriſtian. dares 
not venture ſo: Prophane Men wonder at them, 
why they will-be no more free, nor familiar with 
them, not ſo much as to ſit and be merry with 
them: They think it ſtrange (ſaith the Apoſtle) 


that you run not with them: : "The Reaſon is, they 
are 


— , 4 _ wa. 
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are afraid of the Hook, and therefore dare not 
meddle with the Bait. 

Tux abſtain from all Appearance of Evil, that 
is the Command: They would live, not only /ine 
crimine, but /ine labe; not only without any F 
but without any Flaw or Scar upon them. 


'To the End they may cut off all Occaſion from 
them that ſeek Occaſion againſt them, they would 
do not only Things honeſt, but Things of good 


Report too; they enquire concerning what 5 25 
are about to do, not only whether it be lawful, 


ault, 


- 


but whether it be comely ; there may be divers 


Things that may be lawful in themſelves, which 
are yet unſeemly, may look with an Evil Face. 


Tus Servants of  Chrift ſee that there are 
many Eyes upon them, that will eſpy the leaſt 
Spot upon them, and therefore their Care. is, to 


keep themſelves unſpotted from the World; to carry 


themſelves ſo, that if it be poſſible the World 


may have nothing to ſpot them with: They are 


ſenſible how obnoxious they are to the Cenſures 


of the World, and that all the Reproaches that 
el on them, fall on the Lonxp and his Goſpel. 
an Out- ery is there in the World Fun. 


thoſe that fear Gop ? As if they were Bryars 
and Thorns, the Fire-brands of the World, and 
the Troublers of Nations, that turn the World 
751 down, as if there were no Lyons in the 
Vorld but Chriſt's Lambs, as if Ch iſi's Sheep 
were all Wolves; and therefore to prevent this, 


* 


* 


and to put to Silence the Ignorance and Malice 
of eyil Men, they endeavour as much as may be 
to gain upon the Hearts of all Men; to walk ſo, 
that they may not only profit, but pleaſe others, 
and render the Goſpel 2 more lovely with them: 


6775 


They 
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They would not only wrong no Man,, defraud ne 
Man, provoke no Man, but 'they would difpleaſe 
no Man, give no Man any. Occaſion of Offence. or 
Diſtaſte at them and their Way. Sinners, as. 
much as theſe Men are cried out againſt ſor trou- 
bleſome and unquiet, yet they are deſirous father 
to pleaſe than provoke you ; they would pleafe 
all the World as far as they may without hurt- 
ing themſelves, or them: Indeed they would not 
ſin againſt Gop to pleaſe Men; they would not 
wound their Conſciencies to fave their Credits; 
they would not lie, nor diſſemble, nor flatter, nor 
connive at you, nor comply with you in Sin, to 
gain your good Will; but as far. as they can, 
in order to your Good, they are willing to be- 
come all Things to all Men: Let them alone 
but to do their Duty to Gon, to your and their 
own Souls; and if that do not di you, they 
are willing in all Things'to do their beſt that 
they may not offend ou. 


Ap thus have I yiven you the Deſcription 
of theſe Men, by the Exactneſs of their Walk- 
ing according to the Scriptures, which ſtands in 
_ their Endeavour, to have Reſpect to every Com- 
mand, to the moſt inward and ſpiritual Part of 
every Command, and to obſerve every Command 
to the utmoſt: To this I ſhall add two Things. 


t. WHEN they have done all they can, after 
all this Care and CircumibeBlion, they acknow- 
ledge themſelves unprofitable Servents ; they are 
thankful, and bleſs Gop for. helping them on in his 
Way; but yet they are humble, they are ſo far 
from boſting that they have done ſo much, that 
they are aſhamed by have done no more: 
Whilſt they admire the Grace of God towards 
them, they abaſe and abhor themſelves in _ 
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and Aſhes, 1 Cor. W N 
dant than they all, yet not I, (no Thanks to me) t 
to the Grace gf 0 0D that was with me. * 


Taz World brand them for a proud Gn | 
tion, who W. to their Brethren, Stand afide, 
I am bolier than thou. What more common in 


ſuch Mou ths, Preciſe, but , as proud as the Devil ? 


It is true, and Chriſtians will freely acknowledge 
it, and take the Shame of it upon them, that this 
peſtilent Evil, Pride, is a Weed that is apt to ſpring | 
up in the richeſt Gardens. | 


Maur a- Chriſtian hath ef Gn ravalled. 
in Pain, under the Bondage of a Self-exalting Heart; 
but yet he is nk it, and. e himſelf. 
for ut. 46 44 1 

An the a Den ind Cabot of this 
Soul is, to bring himſelf to, and hold himſelf in 


ſuch Lowlineſs, that whatever he be or hath done, 


the Excellency of the OR FR A. to be of 
Gon, 2 not ,of him 5 ; 
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2. WrarzvEr a 10 * wey ag wy 
gulk in it; they dare not be found in their own 
Righteouſneſs, but count all Things nothing, ſo that 
they may win Chr ft, and be und f in Him. They 
labour as zealouſly in the Works of Righteouſneſs, 

as they would have done, if this muſt have 


l ac their Righteouſneſs, in which they muſt have 
| 55 before the Loxp; and yet 5 87 epend as 
as if 


y. de Chrift ang Ws Right 
d never, done apy I Bing. _ 


„Betont 1 . let us My FE what it ** of 
all this which hath been ſpoken of theſe Men, 


WR 


wherein their elk. bes, | HON they F vols for PF 
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194 Pindiciæ Pietalis: Or, 

ſo. wiſe a Choice ? for chuſing the better Part? 
Thoſe true Riches, that enduring Subſtance, thoſe 
everlaſting Treaſures which are laid up in another 
World ? That they will not be cheated by the De- 
vil of that better Inheritance, by thoſs Toys and. 
Fpoleries, the Pleaſures, Honours, and Vanities of 
this World? That is, are they Fools that they are 
not Brutes? Are they Fools that have taken the right 
Way, to obtain that Bleſſedneſs which they have 
choſen? That they do not content themſelves with 
idle Wiſhings, and Hopings for Heaven, and 


promiſe to themſelves _ ſhall not fail of it, 


though they never take the Courſe that leads to it? 
That is, are they Fools that they be Men? And. 
will hearken to their Reaſons and Underſtandings,, 
which tell them, that the End cannot be attained 
without the Means? Are they Fools that they will“ 
| be upright? That they will not, lie, nor ſwear, 
nor riot, nar defraud, nor oppreſs, but walk in all. 


the Commands of the Lord blamelefs ? Fhat is, 


are they Fools that they are honeſt Men ? Is this 
their Folly, that they will not content themſelves 
with a formal out-ſide Religion, but will take Care 
of the Heart, as well as the Qut-ſide ; will per- 
form ſpiritual Duties, purge themlelves from ſpiri - 
tual Wickedneſs? Will make fire Work, by lay- 
ing the Axe to the Root of that Wickedneſs which 
breaks forth in their Lives, thoſe Luſts that war in 
their Members? That js, are they Fools that they 


are not Hypocrites ? Is this their Folly, that they. 


are ſo free, and forward, and "zealous in that 
which is Good ? That is, are they F6ols that 
they will love Gop fo much, and fear Gor ſo 
much, and,go on ſo far, and ſo faſt in Obedi- 
ence to Him? That they. do not give up the 
Strength of their Hearts, the Vigour of their Af- 
fections, and Care, and Labour, to the Devil and 


their Lufts, and referye only ſome little for Gop | 


and 
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and their Souls? Are they Fools that they 
be ſo wary,” and / watehſul againſt Sin, and T. 
tation, _ tha they will keep themſelves ſo far out 
of Danger 8 s may be? That is, Is it their Fol- 
ly that they ar& not Fools? Stand forth ye wiſe: 
Men of ua World, that charge the Saints with. 
Folly, read over all the Particulars of that true 
Deſcription 1 have giveniyon f them; and tell} 
us in good Barneſt, i you can, in which of the» 
Particulars their Folly ny 4.5 it that they are: 
not Brutes, cht they are Men, that they are ho- 
neſt Men, that they are not- 3 or that 
they are not Fools, that you account them ſuch? 
Men are Fools" that they are ſo preciſe: It is- 
all one as. you-ſhould;- ſays If they were wiſe, 
they would be Brites, Knaves, and Fbols: Be- 
hold here the Wiſdom of this:-World -Hath not 
Go made the Wiſdom. Wes N 
ne ? e X en 17 '* a er Ens 
ruus we have ſeen, what this exact and apright:- 
Walking is, as it repens the Commandment: Now. . 
we ſhall conſider it'as it Conſcience.” 121-1 
„ | S6i8iztirowto Genes HP ot ade 20011 
wo = Perl gat Gor ee 4. 
* „ ib eth gti T nave md 1 ö 
ee x y/ bave good Heed.to- Conſcience. ot. 
ole 21 i Uns ; Ulmen ot Tulws. 
Ty Trey take great Care of Gan * 5 
take great Pains we — e n keys 
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I. 'E BY: take great Care about the informi 
and ãnſtructing their Conſcience: Conſciencę is — 
be the inward "Guide of their Way, Kae red 
is to! be theit Guide without them, Conſcience 
is to be their inward Guide. Their Care there 
fore is, that it may not be a blind Guide. Hence it is, 
that they are ſo much in ſearching the Scriptures ; 
they are much conyerſant in their Bibles;theyare fre 
quent in hearing Sermons, gil; 2 in noting and 
repeating what they hear; 7 ften putting their 
Doubts, and opening their lt Caſes, to thoſe 
thatare abletoreſolve-themy, and all this, to get their 


 Conſeiences enlightened. and inſtructed in the Will 


of Gon: Though there are many Things that they 
are ignorant of, yet there SONG: that. 1 — are 

willingly ignorant o; their wet, rayers 
to the Lokn, are the — * the Yaimift's, 


Pſal. exix! 19. Hide nt thy Commandments from me; 


and. with Elin 11 Hhat I know. * teach 


IS} me. 


2 2 


1 Thai. rake 4 26S EY to 2— their Con- 
1 —.— of Conſcience, is ſome- 
times taken for Weakneſs of Conſcience; a weak 
Conſcience, is that-which-is weak-lightedy. 5-2 don able 
_ to. diſcern between Things 2 — differ, and 
ſubject to Miſtakes ; I miſtakes Good] for Evil, 
Lawful for Unlawful ; and it is alſo full of trou- 
bleſome and unreaſonable Fears, and endlefs-Scru- 
ples 3 it often. fears where no Fear is; this Len- 
Gerl. their Endeavours are to cure, and. Not. to 
* 


«19-7 0m So Ro brig emi u bnd 8 {5 
nnn of Conſcience is the n 
of it ; a truly tender Conſcience is a ſound Con- 
ſcience, which is Auick of Senſe, and preſent!y 
feels and ſmarts, and is put to Pain with any Thiog 
| ** * an Offence to it. A tender Conſci- 
ence 
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is as the Eye; the leaſt Duſt that blows- iato 
oy, make it hart:? - and this not from Soreneſs, 
but Quickriefs of Sent: The dim. fighted World 
look upon all Fenderneſs as Weakneſs, and count 
all ſuch, whoſe Conſeiences cannot down with any 
Thing; ant all their Doubtingò to be Humour and 
Conceit, and caufeleſs Fears: But this Tenderneſs 
is ſo far from being the Sickneſs, that it is the 
Health and antes of the Heart. It was the 
Commendation; and not the Reproach of King 
Tefiah, 2 Kings xxii. 19. That his Heart was tender. 
This Temper, circumſpect Chriſtians labour to 
keep their Hearts in; and therefore any Thing 
that would brawn or harden them, they carefully 
ſhun”; as the Eye that cannot endure the Duſt that 
falls into it, is quick at its Ward, to keep off any 
Thing that would be obnoxious to it; and this ie 
the Reaſon why Chriſtians can bear any Thing a- 
ther than Sin, becauſe it is this alone that is hurt- 
ful to Conſcience : They are hardy enough to 
bear Afflictions, theſe are no Prejudice to Conſci- 
ence ; it is not againſt their nces to Suffer, 
but it is toSin: Affliction may perplex the Thoughts, 
but will 1 never trouble Conſcience. | 


Object. Trades! 3 Whe 3 
ed Bf in # prov pr Do you rn Tad. 


wo 7 
Sol "There # is « three-fold Srifueſ hs; 


"7; In refuſing to receive Conviction touching | 
any Thing wherein they are Faulty, or in nn | 


2. Is refuſing to revoke their Errors, upon * Sou 
viction that they are ſo. Let either of "theſ 4 
charged upon them, and the Charge be made 


and then call them ſtubborn, or what you wi 5 
KO u 


178. Vindicie Pieſatis: Or; O 


3. Is, reſuſing td to act contrary to . 
tion, to de that which, Conſcience: is nat atis 
in z which, after abcic moſt gandid enquiri 
and moſt impartial weighing, all that! # 5 
their 9 hon ſtill tells them, ſagu |. 

3 gh. all their Friend 
. perſuade, and entice them; thoug 
| their ; Adverfaries- {bould., reproach and per —— 
them, yet ſtill, they refuſe; to 7 This Stiffneſ 
eee the Loko, be hs em, 
a 1s ar am aing.incon 11 ſent wi Aue. * 
me is thei Nn * 2 bh binn F 
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"1s, on Jdolater ſhould . neg 2g, 
worſhip an Idol; if he ſhould threaten them wi 
the Fiery Furnace; with the Lions, Den, 
they will not ;:45-4his their, Stubboruneſo Or 4s 25 
tbeir Tengerneſs 7 Af an Adultrzer euld Wo peel Aa 
them to Uncleannels ; if a Libertine ſhou 
to ſcoff them out of their holy Courſe, mow 1 25 
as this; Why, what Hurt is there in a ide Mirth? 
What great Matter is it, to take a little Liberiy 
now and then? Why ſhould. you think yourſelves. 
wiſer then other Men ? And. yet the 1 il not 
bearken: Will you call this = Obſtinacy 3 
Here be obſtinace "Creatures. indeed: They: vill 
not be Idolaters, they will not be unclean, they 
will not be Libertines, they will not be Liars nor 
Diſſemblers, they will by no Means be perſuaded 
to rebel againit Go and Conſcience, and there- 
fore they be obſtinate. Perſuade them to do that 
which is Good, convince them that they are in an 


„ eee * be obſti- 
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Men 215734 1 875 
e 3 to. ern 
cious, however the World. reproach you, and call, 
N. Vprightaeſs Hypocriſy, your Tenderneſs Ob- 


ſtinacy,. 
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a Ok like the 8 8 Abd Revenges of an abu- 


br they will cb haft you, nor ſuffer you 
be bust by athers ; Keep! * I and 
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Kinacy, het] part dot With it ſb, bur fill reſolye with 


Ali. Darf ue, F wilt vet remove my 


gen Pom me. There, is a double Way Wenden 
we th faid to 'Cetnove bet wehe 


jak Vin 
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aide to Iniquity; 
and Conſcience, exc this Fruth àud 
derneſs of Heart, for neſs and 

Take Heed N 1 do not thus depart” from re 
Integrity. Beloved, you live in a World Wherein 
Conſcience is files 20 coſt you dear 3 if you will 
own apy ſuck Thing as Conſcience, or conſcienti- 
ous Walking, po are like to ſmart for ir; Look 


to it that Sy Confeience b ſound, ſuch as is 
Gok to it, that what- 


worth the Suffdring for. 
ſoever you ſuffet for Conſcience, you ſuffer nothitig 


from Conſcience; for your wronging, or abuſing, 
or violating it. Sufferings for Co fence, for an 


ight Conſcience, are precious: Sufferings from 
hs ag from an evil and abuſed Conſcience, 


will be bitter. Let all the World be againft you 


rather than Conſcience : Whom the World ſmites 


for Conſcience, Go will heals ' whom the World 
judges, Gov will juftity : But if bur Hearts con- 
demn us, who mall plead for us, or comfort us? 
Carty yourſelves AG abide Conſcience may be "your 
— — not your Tormentor. There is no 


nicichce;-. Keep our Conſcience tend 


will keep! al 1 
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them, ſee it is but a vain Attempt for them 


48 " Findicie Piztatis: Or,. 


eirrs ahe Worl leaye. to talk and do what Oy 
willz but when they have ſaid and pu their wo 
Keep you honeſt, fiir ls you beep you ſafe: Your 


Conſcience will be your Confidence and your Secu 
_ He that — 4 ap rightly, Hall woalk ſure. 55 
t reproached out of yeur Refuge: Let not the 
World find you obſtinate againſt Duty, nor yet 
yielding to —— Be not ſtubborn, but yet be 
N. _— to Reproofs while you 1 Re. 


1 der! h 116? eee A 


wr 1 55 us be ſo gentle, I, eaſy to 1 entreat- 
xd, ſo fearful to offend, fo ready, t * leaſe all Men 
In all Things which are not againſt Conſcience, 
that we may convince them, that in thoſe Things 
wherein we fix and do not yield, it is becauſe we 
cannet, not becauſe we will not: And let us yet be 


Ji.o ſtedfaſt in thoſe Things which w + bea Wound 


and. Defilement to ee t we may let 

5 think 
£0 reproach or perſecute us out of our Integrity: 
Let us be ſincerely tender, not out of any Fickl. 
neſs or Weakneſs of Conſcience, or from ground- 
leſs Scrupuloſity, much leſs from Sullenneſs or Hu- 


mour, but e ſound e d a Dirt. Con- 


HARD. © wif 44 1 — FTE, 
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4 Lr us be fairer 1 4 every Evil, not 


only of the greateſt and mo ſcandalous, but of the 


| ſmalleſt Sins; not only of open Sins, ſuch as come to 


the View of Men, but of the moſt ſecret Sins, the 
moſt inward and ſpiritual Wickedneſs, ſuch as 
need fear no Reprover but Conſcience. Let us be 
tender, not only of committing Sin, but of any 
Qmiſfions or Neglects; not only of our Neglects of 
Duties, but our Negligences in Duties, and 2 
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der as Luſt, what TY ſhould we be? But 
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Nene „Diſtractions, which hence ariſe; of the 
eg 


lects or negligent Performances of our Duty to 
Gop, of our Duty to Men, to our Families, to our 
Friends, to our — our not pitying them, 
not praying for them, not wiſhing them well, not 
doing them Good for their Evil, and endeavouring 
by our ſoft, meek, inoffenſive and loving Carriage 
towards them, to win and gain upon their Hearts. 
Oh, Brethren, we have much to blame ourſelves 
ſor, though evil Men have little, or if they have 
more, they are ſo unhappy as not to hit upon the 
Right, judging us and condemning us, not for our 


Faults, but for the Good that is found in us. But, 


however, we have much to blame ourſelves for: 
The LoRp help us, we have many Haltings and 
many Failings. Oh it were well for us, if our 
Hearts had no more to ſay againſt us than Men can 
ſay; What Unevenneſs and Inequality is there in 
our Goings? What Intermiſſions of our Care and 
Watchfulneſs? Whatever our Aims and Deſires 
are, what an univerſal Regard ſoever we have to the 
Will of Gop; yet when we come to Practice, in 
how many Things do we halt and go away? We 
dare not lie, nor ſwear; but are we ſo watchful as 
we ſhould be againſt idle and vain Talking. May 
be we cannot ſuffer any rooted Malice to abide in 
our Hearts; But are we not fretful and impatient ? 


Doth Conſcience check us for and make Reſiſtance 
againſt every Evil? Let us be univerſally tender, 


univerſally careful, Oh that our Conſciences were 


but as tender as our Luſts! Our Pride will not 


bear any Thing that reflects upon our Reputation, 
our Covetouſneſs will not bear any Thing that is an 
Hindrance to our Gains, our Paſſions will hardly 


bear the leaſt croſs or unpleaſing Word; How 


touchy are we at every little Thing that does offend 
us? Oh if Conſcience were in every Thing as ten- 


Wo 


r 
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182 Vindicize Pietatis: Or, 
Wo to us, whatever we ſhould be, how' ſhort we 
fall! How unequal are our Goings? How un- 
ſteady are our Tempers? Sometimes tender, ſome- 
times hard; ſometimes watchſul, ſometimes heed- 
leſs; in ſome Things careful, in ſome Things care- 
leſs: How do we too much juſtify the Wicked, and 
harden them in their Reproaches of us? Let us 


preſs on with ſo much Earneſtneſs to this Evenneſz 


and Exactneſs in all our Ways, that it may be ſeen if 

we have not yet attained, yet we are following after. 

Such a Conſcience as this, ſuch @ Courſe as chis, 

_—_ cee all the Calumnies 4 
or 


2. By belying your-Int 
in which Fob ſpeaks, I will not remove my Int. 
ty; that is, I will never belye my Integrity: y 
you me an Hypocrite, or what elſe you plea ;Gop 
Forbid that I ſhould Juſtify von by belying —_ 
and ſaying as you ſay. Brethren, do not out of 
any baſe Fear, or to make 
do not fay of warm am watchful Walk- 
ing, This was my Pride, -Hypocriſy, Humour, or 
Self-will; but ſtand upon your own Uprightneſs; 
"Till die I will bald-faft my Righteouſneſs. and will 


nat "os i i _ Heart: hol! -not not reproach ine while / 


Wo erſe 
reer 


wail — to and follow Conſcience: The Voice 


of a well inſtructed Conſcience is the Voice of 


God, and to this Voice they will hearken, without 


turni —_— in any Thing, either /o the Right-hand 
er the By turning aſide to the Rieht-hand, 1 
mean, 2 the narrow Way narrower 


chan the Lonp hath made it; And this may be 


done, 
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ouſneſs; let your Zeal be ſpent that Way, 
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A Vindication of Godlineſs. | 
Firſt, By putting Religion in ſuch * in 
which Gon hath put none, laying other Bonds 


and Burdens on our Necks than thoſe which the 
rr Ghoſt hath laid on us. 


| Secondly; By putting more Religion in any Thing 
than Gon hath put in it: By laying a greater 
Weight and Streſs upon the ſmaller Things of Re+ 
ligion than Gon hath laid on them. By the leſſer 
Duties of Religion, I mean not any Moral Duties; 
the loweſt of Wels the loweſt Duties of Mercy, 
hates, Cars » Truth, are to be reckoned among 
the 1 lens of 1561. wherein we can- 


» 


not err too ſtrict) but the Circumſtantials 
of the: \ = of Gop, the outward Forms of 
ans bye repro ns to be uſed in it, 


Law: us nat put more in theſs Circumſtantials 
than the- Scripture hath put, to he ſo zealous for or 
againft them as if EE or fell with them; 
— vii. 19. Cirrumciſian is nothing, and Uncir- 
umci fave. it nothing, but” the Keepi ing the Commands 
_ of Gop. Theſe are not the Things where- 
in Religion ſtands; keep the Commandments, fear 
Gon, walk before Gon in Holineſs and * 

ut 
trouble om 5 ſo much about theſe leſſer 

nn wang OI 
ated. g ann 12 ; 
10:4 0 Aer 

I. Tus is not lo t to be G as i Chi. 
ſtians were to ſwallow all Things of this Nature, 
without examining whether they be agreeable to 
the Will of Gon or not; a due Regard muſt be had 
to the y_— of Conſcience, even in the ſmall- 
eſt Things: We may not yield to practiſe any little 


ERR _ are EI our F thoꝰ we 
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may not ſpend our Zeal abont ow as if Religi 
live or died with them. 


2. Even en theſe leſſer Things: Was 
to be Zeal expreſs'd, if they ſhould be like to prove 
deſtructive to the Subſtantials of Religion, and 
hinder the main End which they pretend to pro- 


mote. 


Buy turning aſide to the Ley hand, I mean all 
Declinings to Licentiouſneſs: 0 6 
Fin, By making Duties no „ae, making 
Sins to be no Sins, and ſo making the Way of Liſe 
broader than Chri/t hath made it, throwing off 
thoſe. Burdens which Go bath impaſed, making 
it no Matter of Conſcience to be ſtrict, not only 
in the Circumſtantials, but neither in the Subſtan- 
tials of Religion; ſo blinding Conſcience, that it 
accounts it not a Duty to be 15 ſtrict and ſo preciſe 
in any Thing, but that there may be a greater La- 
lowed, eipecially in Caſes of Danger. "IC 
eras obty WoW: 
Soy Maxx bold with Duties ind: Sins 
mayo known Duties, running upon known 
Sins, — Shipwreck of Conſcience to fatisfy 
Luſt; — though Conſcience ftands convinced, 
that 1 — in the Strictneſs of it, is our Duty, 
and that Licentiouſneſs, and living after the Fleſh, 
is our Sin; yet we wil indulge to ourſelves our 
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Now this is n Character ny cms 
Chriſtians, they will walk according to Conſcience 


in all Things, without turning aſide either Way, 


either to the Right-hand or the Left : They are not 
willing to turn aſide to the Right-hand, either by 
putting — in thoſe Things in which 4 
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hath put none, or by puttiug more of Religion in any 
Thing than God hath put; their Zeal is for the Sub- 
ſtantials and weighty Things of Religion, as for the 
Circumſtantials, tho' they will not act in theſe con» 
trary to Conſcience, yet they liſt not to be conten- 
tious about them, nor cenſorious of thoſe who, 
agreeing in the main,differ in theſe things from them. 


Bur their great Care is, not to turn aſide to the 
Left-hand: They will not, for Fear of being too 
preciſe, oy profuſe and prophane; but, as the 

Apoſtle Paul,, Heb. xiii. 18. They have a good 
ience, willing to live boneſtly in all Things, 
denying all Ungodlineſs, and worldly Luſts, and 
liuing righteoufly, ſoberly, and godly in 3 
Warld, being holy: and harmleſs, the Children of 
Gon without Rebuke, in the Midft of a cracked Ge- 


neration. 


III. Faou this Way they will not be with- 
drawn, either by any Hopes or Advantages on the 
one Hand, or by any Fears or Dangers on the 
other: They have not taken up Religion on ſuch 
flight Grounds, as to be either flattered or frighted 
out of it. Chriſtians, at their firſt engaging in the 
Way of the Lon p, fit down and conſider what it 
will coſt them to be Cbriſi's Diſciples; they count 
all the Charges, they caſt up all the Damages that 
they can be ſubject to before- hand; and foreſee, 
that there is enough in Cbriſi to make amends for 
all, and to ſave them harmleſs at the laſt, whatever 
falls. They count upon Tribulations, Loſſes, Re- 
proaches, and the greateſt of Temptations; and if 
they did not foreſee, that the Gain of Godlineſs 
would countervail all the Inconveniences it is like- 
1y to be attended with, they would not have ad- 
ventured. on it; but ſeeing they can be no Loſers, 
bereupon they ſet up their Staff, determining not to 
bu Q 3 depart 


| | Courſe with Fey 
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depart for ever. They take Chriſ and his Way, 


for better for worſe, for richer for poorer, in Pro- 
ſperity and AMiRtion; they reſolve to ſtand or fall, 
to ſuffer and reign, to live and die-with Him. He 
that hath not thus engaged, is no true Chriſtian, 
this abſolute Refolution to be ever the LorD's, ne- 
ver to forſake Him, is of the Eſſence of true Con- 
verſion: He is no true Convert that is content to 
follow Chriff in fair Weather only, as far and as 
Jong as he ſafely may: A ſincere Convert will fol- 
low Chri/t 58 and . Now, be- 
ing thus engaged, whatever befalls them, it is no 

more than the looked for: They are called Fools, 
and counted "Fubborn; {c1F-willes; — 
they look to be counted ſuch, and- ſo it moves them 
k. They are ſet upon by Flatteries, and tempted 
outward Proſperity, but it cannot W abc 

oney periſh with thee, ſays Peter. 5 


Ir was faid of Luther, Money will do nothi 
with them, Preferment will do nothing with 
Priſons, Banifhment, Death itſelf can do nothing 
with them.” None of theſe Things move me, neither 
count I my Life dear e e 4, ihe? 1 N 57s 


a» 3 f 
AND as 457 will not ae ! — 
ſtaſy from Chrift, fo neither will they be brought 
to allow themſelves in any little Deviation, Pſal. 
liv. 17, 18. All this is come upon us, yet have we 
not forgotten Thee, neither have we dealt falſly in thy 
Covenant; our Heart is not turned beck, tag dove 
our Steps declined thy may” NPY 


— We read; that when N rode 1 5 
rob aſec der ſhould aſt any Petition for thirty Days 

either Gop or Man, ſave of the Ming. Gould be 
9 into the Liens Den; oy Damit would not on 
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bear to pray to his Gop : When he knew that the 
Writing was ſigned, he went into his Houſe, and the: 
IWindows being open in his Chamber, he kneeled upon 
his Knees three . Times. a: Day, and prayed, - Carnal 
Men would have been ready to have ſaid, What a 
preciſe Fool was this Daniel? What great Matter 
was it that he ſtood ſo much upon? It was not 
the committing a Sin that he was urged to; he was 
not required to fall down; before an Image, or to 
worſhip any falſe Gop; but to forbear for a Time 
to pray to the true Gon. Was this ſuch a Crime, 
to forbear praying ſor a few Weeks, for the ſaving 
of his Life? Or, if he would needs pray, he might 
have done it ſecretly, and kept his Devotion to 
himſelf; Muſt he needs keep his Hours, and open 
his Windows too? Lea, he muſt do it, and he 
will do it. Daniel would not only continue his 
Courſe of Prayer, but he would not give his Adver- 
fries Occaſion to think that he was afraid to pray; 
he held it his Duty (being called out to a Confeſ- 
ſion of his Religion) to let his Adverſaries know, 
that he was not afraid to truſt Gop with his Safety, 
whilſt he continued in the Exerciſe of his Duty. 


r r Bi i3% ji nO3g SH 4 

In Matters which God: hath Jeft to their Liberty, 
they are willing to uſe their Liberty; In Matters 
that concern their perſonal Intereſt; as Men, they 
lift not, they ought, not to be contentiqus; ſpare 
them but the Liberty to keep a good Conſcience, 
give them Leave to fear Gop, and worſhip Gop; 
give them Leave to be holy and righteous, and to 
walk before the Lok p in their Integrity; and for 
any Thing elſe you may perſuade them to it with 
Eaſe: But if you entice them away from their 
(op, or impoſe upon them, to the Prejudice of a 
Conſcience, you were as good ſpare your 

abour, ſpeak no more to them in ſuch Matters, 
they are at a Point, Gop they will follow, a good 

N a Ons 
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Conſcience thay will maintain whatever come: on 
br, Scar r e res 


Tus I have given — of. the 


Sctipture-Preciſians, which is ſummarily this; they 


are the ſame with fincere godly Men, Mien fearins 
God, who are renewed after the Image 
of Gon, who are 57 for another World, 


are gotten into of Life, and are walki 
on Srefully and heedfaly in that Way, — 


and Endeavour is to — to the 


Wills and Luſts of Men, but according to the 
Word and Will of Gon; not according to Hu- 


mour and Fancy, but acco to Conſcience. 
A People that will neither make the Way to Hea- 
ven narrower th it is, ng ſcrupulous and 


nice, where Gon hath given — Liberty, nor 

will will make it broader than it is by. taking up — 
Principles, or allowing themſelves in looſe Prac- 
tices. - A People that dare not adventure their Souls 
upon that eaſy,” formal, careleſs, outward' Way of 
Religion, that the moſt do; but are willing to make 
ſure Work, by walking to the Exactneſs of their 
Rule, and living up to the Height of their Prin- 


 eiples; and who in this holy Courſe are ſtedfaſt and 


unmoveable, wilt neither be bribed off by the Flats 
teries, nor beaten- off by the Frowns of the World; 
but will retain their y, hold faſt their mw 
Profeflion, and hold on in their * „erg 
this to the Death. | 
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Concerning theſe Men, 7 foal now * evident te 
the Conſciences 7 ' all impartial Perſons, in the Se- 
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Is order hereto, I muſt; firſt diſcover what is 
meant by Feels: A Fool is a Man void of Anda 
landing a Man void of tus dee. „ 1. 


© + 1 1 N 2 i 
a | # i mol! 01-410 anon 


Wan fa 18 of Two Sorts: | 0 Am 
K 1. e ee! A 5 _— confifls 
in underſtanding where the Intereſt of the Fleſh lies, 


and in the ordering ourſelves; and our Affairs ſo, 
that we may advance and ſecure this Intereſt. By 
the Intereſt, of the Fleſh, I mean, all thoſe. 'Fhings 
which pleaſe and gratify Nature, as outward. Peace 


and Quiet, Plenty and Proſperity, Credit and Re- 


putationz he that can order his Affairs, and ſteer 
his Courſe, ſo as will moſt advance and beſt ſecure 
theſe, that which Way ſoever the World go, he 
may live in Peace and Quiet, and Credit, and 
Plenty, and Pleaſure, this is a fleſhly wiſe Man. 
Concerning this Wiſdom, the Queſtion is not; it 
will, eaſily. be granted, That the Children of this 
Morld are wiſer in Ain Generating they ne Git 
4 of Licht. — OA 16 92 dt i 19 
70] INE er E 1 

vie Sortrt val Wiſdom, whick . 1. 10 
Aneta 00 where our main Intereſt lies; not in 
Things temporal, Meat, and Drink, and Cloaths, 
and Money, and Houſes, and Lands, and Pleaſures, 
and Honours, but in Things ſpiritual, in the Love 


hs Favour of Gon, in a good Conſcience, in 


Righteoufneſs, Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; 
ann Things eternal, in that Glory; Horiaur, and 
— — which ſhall be given of Gon. 2. In 
ordering ourſelves and Ways fo, as to make the 
beſt Proviſion for ſecuring this great and eternal 
Intereſt, that whatever Miſcarriages there may be 
in Things of lower Value; that wherein our-eter+ 
nal Hap bineſs ſtands may be ſecured; this is called 
in Sripture, the I jvm which i from above, * 


_nees. A 
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Conſcience they will maintain whatever come: on 
hors meg e N 2 


Tavs I have given you a Deſcription. of. the 
Sctipture-Preciſians, which is ſummarily this; they 
are the ſame with fincere godly Men, Men fearing 


Gov, who are i renewed after the Image 
of Gor, who — another World, 
are gotten into the tn — 
on 7 and in that Way, whoſe Aim 
and Eadeloir is to 17 not according to the 
Wills and Luſts of Men, but according to the 
Word and Will of Gon; not according to Hu- 
mour and Fancy, but according to Conſcience, 
A People that will neither make the Way to Hea- 
ven narrower than it is, by being ſcrupulous and 
nice, where Gon hath given them Liberty, nor 
will make it broader than it is by taking up — 
Principles, or allowing themſelves in looſe Prac- 
that dare not adventure their Souls 
upon that eaſy, formal, careleſs, outward Way of 
Religion, that the moſt do; but are willing to make 
ſure Work, by walking to the Exactneis of their 
Rule, and living up to the Height of their Prin- 
eiples; and who in this holy Courſe are ſtedfaſt and 
unmoveable, will neither be bribed off by the Flat · 
teries, nor beaten off by the Frowns of the World; 
but will-retain'their Integrity, hold faſt their holy 
Profeſſion, and hold on in . 4 _ 
this to the Wes COTA : ö 
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In order hereto, I: muſt firſt diſcover what is 
meant by Feels: A Fool is a Man void of Under- 
ſtanding, a Man void of true Wiſdom. - 11 | 
W. 98 16473: 27 31 1 tige mod 
Wispon is of Two Sorts: py ©4303] Aach 
% „ £09398 $641] eee ene 

1. FLEsHL y Wiſdom or Polic '; which conſiſts 
in underſtanding where the lateral of the Fleſh lies, 
and in the ordering ourſelves: and our Affairs ſo, 
that we may advance and ſecure this Intereſt. By 
the Intereſt, of the Fleſh, I mean, all thoſe 'Fhings 
which pleaſe and gratify Nature, as outward Peace 
and Quiet, Plenty and Proſperity, Credit and Re- 
putation; he that can order his Affairs, and ſteer 
his Courſe, ſo as will moſt advancè and beſt ſecure 
theſe, that which Way ſoever the World go, he 
may live in Peace and Quiet, and Credit, and 
Plenty, and Pleaſure, this is a fleſhly wiſe Man. 
Concerning this Wiſdom, the Queſtion is not; it 
World: are wiſer in their Generation than the Chil- 
dren of Light. 1 £7 * GAVO2 Ht 613 Rot N 21 
| a9} ov 4155 10 uon lin 3 


21061 is Irres | 1 | 
2. SpIRITVUAL Wiſdom, which conſiſts, I. In 
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underſtanding where our main Intereſt lies; not in 


Things temporal, Meat, and Drink, and Cloaths, 


and Money, and Houſes, and Lands, and Pleaſures, 


and Honours, but in Things ſpiritual, in the Love 


and Favour of Gon, in a good Conſcience, in 


Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; 
and in Things eternal, in that Glory, Honaur, and 
ordering ourſelves and Ways ſo, as to make the 
beſt Proviſion for ſecuring this great and eternal 
Intereſt, that whatever Miſcarriages there may be 
in Things of lower Value; that wherein our eter : 
nal Happineſs ſtands may be ſecured; this is called 
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dem to Salvation; and luis is the only true Wiſdom, 


Gop hath made and will make all fleſhly Wiſdom 
appear to be but Folly: Concerning this true Wiſ. 
dom, this ſpiritual iſdom it is 7 By I ſhall now 


That ci a «Chriſtians are 
7 * ' the 3 e a that Ha theſe 
Go accounts them: no Neis 


2. T'avy will oe do accounted Foal at bl 
neither by Gov nor Men. 


3: Tan Properties of wiſe Men ; are found 

them. tt 4HW:28 of. ,5 

_ * ys 95 121 b 
4. Tas Treaſures of Wiſdom are found vin 


4, Gam Fe Ws ind ein dards 
Fools whom the World counts Fools, but th 
are ſuch whom Gop counts Fools. Beloved, wh 


udgment will you take? Will = ſtand to the 


udgment of Gon in this Caſe? dgmentwe 
have plain, xxviiic 28. Unto Hen be faid, The 
Fear pt rp ORD, this "is ED and 10 depart 

4, mi i Un Pſal. xi. 10. The 
2 Lon is the B. 8 of | Wijdem 31a 


HUG ae. have all theythat do his Commands 


The — — — ei 
— 4 r. The Entrance of Wiſuom; Men — A 


in to be'wiſe tilt they 


come to be 
——— — ſo 


long thou livedft a Fool. — Pro- 
digal came to his Father, he came to — hi 

Unde returned to him; — beſide him: 
felf before; but then he came to hümſelf. 2. The 


- tet the 


Word 
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Word es a godly Men; for: true Wiſdom is 
the Head, and not the Tail; Excellent Ii iſdem is 
fund in Him. In theſe, and Multitudes of other 
Scriptures, you have the Juc 


dgment, of Go con- 
cerning theſe Men: Are you wiſer than He? Will 
8 elieve your own Conceits and Apprehenſions 
. 


1 muſt make Sinners Fools, or Gon 
lar. ; EET 6 


2. Ther will be accounted. no Fools at laſt, 


accounted Fools now, that will be accounted ſuch 
at laſt: At preſent Mens Eyes are blinded, they 
aannot diſcern between Light 
n laſt Mens Eyes ſhall he opened; this blind World 
ſhall then ſee, and look upon all che Ways and 


Tranſactions of Men here below, and all the various 


States of the ſeveral Sorts. of Perſons in the World, 
with another Eye than they do. When the 
ms and Actions of Men ſhall be brought 
to their 

and all Faces and Hearts ſhall. be made bare, and 
naked, and open, then every one will ſee who have 
behayed themſelyes wiſely, and who: have play d 


be made manifeſt, and thereby every Man ſhall be 
made manifeſt, tbe Day l declare them : If you 
ak, What Day? I anſwer, The laſt Day, when 
every Man ſhall have ſiniſhed his Work; the Day 
of Judgment, which is both a Day of Tryal, when 
all ſhall he proved what they are; and a Day of 
Recompence, when every Man ſhall be rewarded 
according to his Werk. Let this now determine 
de Queſtion 3 let thoſe Perſons, who ill he both 


counted 
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the Word of the all- wiſe and true Gon? 
neither by Gop nor Men: They only are to be 


and Darkneſs ; but 


ſſue, when all Vizards ſhall be pulled off, 


the Fool, 1 Ger. iii. 13. Every Aan Wark b 


by Go and Men, by good Men and evil Men, 
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counted Fools now ; and let | thoſe Men be ac. 
counted wiſe now, whom God and all the World 
will account ſuch in that Day of Tryal. Now the 
World are divided in their Judgments; ſome think 
Chr:/tians Fools, others thinks them wiſe, but at 


laſt all the World ſhall be ; and of one Mind, 
and thoſe that ſhall be judged Fools then, by the 
common Judgment of all, let them paſs for ſuch 
e eee 1 
en 7 


you, which is the Law by which that Judgment 
muſt proceed, let every —— to his own 
Conſcience. Here are two Sorts of Perſons in the 
World, one Sort are ſuch as own Gop in the 
World, and follow Gop,' and follow the Scrip- 


ture, and withdraw themſelves from the Ways of Wi 


the Wicked, ſpending much Time in praying, 
and hearing, and meditating of Gop, exerciſing MW = 
themſelves in holy Watchfulneſs over their Hearts, W |; 
and all their Ways; labouring in all Things, that 
both here and hereafter. they may be approved of 

*"Gop. The other Sort live at their Eaſe, mind 
their Farms, and Oxen, and Bellies: Hope they 
[ſhall do well enough hereafter, but do not much 
trouble themſelves about it. Let every Man alk 


bis own Heart thus, Which of theſe. two Sorts o 
I think- in my Conſcience- will be found Fools , 
and which wiſe in the Day of Judgment? Beloved, , 
will you ſpeak your Conſciences in this Thing? L we 
it were put to your Choice amongſt which of fan 


and yon would be found, and take your Ponion f 4. 


at laſt, what Choice do you think you ſhould und 
1 live, 
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make? Whether would you be found amongſt 


thoſe that ſpend their Days in Ignorance, or thats 


that ſeek after the Knowledge of Gop? Amongſt 
thoſe that labour and ſtrive to make ſure the Love 
and Favour of Gop, or amongſt thoſe that take 
no Care about it? Amongſt the Vain or the Seri- 
ous, the Diligent or the Slothful, the Heavenly- 
minded or the Earthly-minded ? Dare any of you 
ſay, Let my Soul ſtand among the Drunkards and 
Gluttons 3 among the Covetous, and Proud, and 
careleſs Ones of the Earth; among the Formaliſts, 
the Mockers, and Scoffers at the Ways of the 
Loxp: Let my Portion be with them; let my 
dentence be according to their Sentence! If on 
dare not make this your Choice, to be founi 

mongſt ſuch at that Day, ou perceive what ths 
Verdict of your own Con ChnlUghee 1 is in this Caſe; 
whatever you ſay of them now, your Conſcience 
tells you, that theſe will be found the Fools in that 
Day, and thoſe on! wiſe, amongſt whom you 
would chooſe to fand. | | 


them. 


4 SHALL inſtance but in two. | | 
1. They underſtand themſelves mY 
2. Tuxv build ſure. 8 


1. TREY Oy enter ben for, 
1, They underſtand wherein their Intereft lies; 
we ſay of a wiſe Man, he is a Man that under- 
ſtands himſelf, that underſtands what he hath to 
do: Chriflians are Men of Underſtanding,” they 
underſtand what that one Thing is for which they 


Aft 


live, in the ſecuring whereof, it they proſper, they 
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know they ſhall be happy, whatever elſe they mic. 
carry in, and upon their Miſcarriage, wherein 
they know they are undone. whatever elſe they 
proſper in; they know there is but one Thing 
needful, and that that one Thing is their eternal In- 
tereſt, the Bleſſedneſs to come, the Happineſs of the 
other World, the obtaining and enjoying of God. 
This one Thing is in their Hearts; one Thing 
have 1 deſired, That I may dwell in the Houſe of 
the Lord fer ever ; and this one Thing is in their 
Hand too, the Work and the Buſineſs they mind to 
carry on; This one Thing I de, fergetting that which 
it behind, and reaching forth ts that which is be- 
ore ; I preſs to the Mark, for the Prize of the 
8 Calling,of Gop in Chriſt Jeſus. Sinners, you 
that take yourſelves to be ſo wife, you are a Com- 
pany of poor miſtaken Creatures, miſtaken in your 
Fntcret, you are in the World, you know not for 
what; you know not what you have to do here; 
it, is no Wonder you ſhoot fo wide, when you 
miftake your Mark ; it is no Wander you do you 
know not what, when S know not what you 
n do? Is this the W 
orld for? to eat, and drink, and ſleep, and 
buy, and ſell, and marry, and bring forth Chil- 
dren, and load yourſelves. and them with thick 
Clay; to ſport, and play, and riot, and laugh, 
and ſpend your Days in meer Vanity and Foolery; 
are there no higher Things than theſe, which Gop 
hath ſet before you, and more worthy your Choice 
and Labour? Have you no Souls to mind that are 
of an immortal Being? And are there not laſting 
Riches, abiding. Pleaſures, an enduring Subſtance 
that may be had, that mult be had for theſe Souls 
of yours to live upon, or elſe they will be eternally 
miſerable? And do you not . underſtand: that your 
G . fa 
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caſſes; and that the making Proviſion for your 
Souls, is of far higher Conſequence than the pam 
pering your Bodies ? If A rp do not underſtand this, 
yet do not judge them Fools that do. «4 


2. Tanxy underſtand their Way. The Wiſdom 
of a Merchant lies, not only in his Skill, to chuſe 
the right and richeſt Commodities, which will 
bring in the greateſt, and moſt certain Gain; but 
in his Underſtanding the Myftery of his Trade, 
whereby he may, upon the beſt and ſureſt Terms, 
procure theſe Commnditiny : Chr:i/tians, by their 
being acquainted with the Scriptures, and having 
been trained up in the School of Chriſt, are come 
to underſtand their Trade, the Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs ; they have not only learned to prize the Sal- 
vation of Gor, and the Glory and Bleſſednefs of 
the World to come, but are well acquainted with 
the Way that leads to it : Carnal Men are ignorant 
of the Way, though they underſtand in general 
that Religion is the Way to Salvation, yet poor 
miſerable Creatures, they miſtake their Religion; 
any little Smatterings of the Knowledge of Gov, 
with ſome Profeſſion of Faith and Repentance, 
eſpecially if it be joined with ſome little outward 
Devotion, now and then calling upon Gop for 
Mercy; this they count Religion enough, to bring 
them to Heaven, and any Thing that is more 
than this, they think more than needs; theſe are 
the Fools indeed, if we may believe the Scripture, 
Ter. v. 4. Surely they are poor, they are fooliſh, =_ 
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tt not the y of the BoD. Sinners are wil 
enough in their own Ways; the Way of Sin they 
know, the Way of Lying; and Opprefſion, and 
Unrighteouſneſs, the Way to Wealth,. and Ho- 
nour, and temporal Preferments, they ſufficiently 
know; they hare ſtudied and travelled theſe Ways; 
but all this White they are foolifh Children, ſurely 

2 | they 
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they are fooliſh, hey knew not the Icy of the Logo. 


_ Chriſtians are wile, and herein their Wiſdom ſtands, 
they know the N ay of the Lok, they have a Light 
without them, ſhewing to them this good Way; 
they have a Voice behind them, telling them, this 
is the Way, walk in it; they have made it their 
Buſineſs to enquire, and ſtudy, and travel this 
Way; ſurely theſe are wiſe, they know the Way 
ef the Lorp, they know their Way to Heaven; 
if they know not the Way to be rich in this World, 
et they know the Way to be rich towards Gop. 
f they Eve not how to eſcape Trouble and Af- 
fliction, they know how to ſuffer it; if they know 
not kow to eſcape the Wrath ot Men, yet they 
know how to eſcape the Wrath to come; if this be 
Wiſdom, to be ſkilled in the Matters of Religion 
and Righteouſneſs, in the Matters of Faith and a 
778 Conſcience, to have found out the Way of 
ife, by which, to eſcape from Hell beneath, then 
theſe godly Men are wiſe Men; ſurely they are 
_ wile, they know the Way of the Lorp. | 


Bur you will ſay, Ty may not we be in the 
rrght Way as well as they? Why may not our Way 
of Religion be as good a Way, and as wiſe a Way, 
and as ſafe a Way as theirs ? NES; 


I AxswER: Will you make Uſe of your Rea - 


ſon? If you will, you ſhall anſwer this Objection 
yourſelves ; the Difference betwixt you and them, 
is this, you take up but a little Part of that Reli- 


gion which you both profeſs, and you will have but 


a little to do with that little of Religion which you 
do take up; you little mind or ſtudy that which 
you count your Religion; theſe preciſe ones, take 
up the whole of Religion, and they give them- 
felves wholly to the Study and Practice of it; they 
make it their Buſineſs to ſearch the Scripture, gon 

ey 
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ian, that makes it his jeſs: to ſtu 


muſt pray to 
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underſtand the Will and Way of the 
— o govern their Hearts, and order their 
i in all T ings according to it: So that now, 
if you will anſwer two eaſy Queſtions, you ſhall 
yourſelves anſwer the Objection; the firſt Que- 
{tion is, Who are moſt like to be in the right? 


eſs, or thoſe, who thou profeſs the 
— praCtiſe-ſcarce any Tins ef l, but a ſmall 
Part of it, and that the lower, and leſs conſiderable 
Part of it, the bare Outſide of it? This is no hard 
ion, I hope you will acknowledge, to be re- 
lolved ; and the corny ſhall be as eaſy. 
Who is like to be in the Right, the diligent Chri- 
y his Re- 
ligion, or the careleſs Chriſtian, that ſeldom ſpends 
a ſerious Thought about it? Anſwer but theſe two 
Queſtions, and then yourſelves-will be able to give 
2 Reaſon why it is more like they ſhould be in the 


Right than you. Brethren, ſhew yourſelves Men, 


here are a — of poor Creatures of you, who 
have ſpent your 'Fime in Ignorance and Idleneſs, 
as to the Matters of Gop and your Souls, who 
little meddle with that Religion, which yourſelves 
ſay you muſt do if you will be vx. you ſay you 
muſt believe, muſt repent of your Sins, you 

So for — and yet what 
great Strangers are you to theſe Things; it may 
be if you conſider it, you have oſten gone whole 
Days and Weeks together, and have ſcarcely ever 
En a" not ſo. — as after your own-Faſhion, 
nor ſcarce had any Fhoughts of Repentance, or 
alking Gon Forgiveneſs; you eat, and drink, and 
go forth, and come in, and lie down, and rife up, 
and never ſo much as look: up to Gon for his 
Mercy and Bleflings ; theſe others in the mean 
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and minding Gop and their Souls, their daily 
Study and Buſineſs; now, what an unreaſonable 
Thing is it to imagine, that thoſe who ſo little 
meddle with any Thing of Religion, ſhould be as 
like to underſtand it, as thoſe that make it their 
daily Work. Oh Beloved,. how can you be ſo 
_ contident you are in the Right, when you never 
ſeriouſly enquire whether you be or no? And how 
can you think you have any Wiſdom in you, when 
ou truſt a Matter of ſuch Weight upon a meer 

reſumption ? You are ſtrongly conceited that you 
are as wiſe as others, and in as good a Way, and 
upon this Conceit you venture your Souls. Friends, 
vou are a fad Wonder to me; I wonder Men 
mould think, that. Careleſſneſs is as good as Dili- 
gence; Licentiouſneſs as good as Strictneſs ; that 
that looſe, and blind, and: eaſy Way which Meg 
take up, is as good, and as ſure, nay, a better; 
and more certain Way of Life, than the ſtrict and 
induſtrious Way of the Saints; I very much won - 
der, how Men that know any Thing of the Scrip- 
tures, can make themſelves think, that the fooliſh, 
ſottiſh, dull, lifeleſs Way, which they ſatisfy them · 
| ſelves in, can give the leaſt Hopes of Salvation. 


2. Thy build ſare, fo that whoſoever or what- 
ſoever falls, they ſtand ſure. for ever. They are 
thoſe wiſe Builders of whom Chri/# ſpeaks, Matt. 
vii. 24. N hofeever heareth theſe. Sayings : mine, 
and doth them, I will liken bim ts a wiſe Man, 
which built bis Houſe upon a Rock, and the Rain 
deſcended, and the Floods came, and the Hinds blew, 
and beat- that Houſe, and it fell not. Pſal. 
XXVi». 12. My Foot flandeth in an euen Place. All 

other.Perſons ſtand upon ſlippery Places. When 
they are in the Height of all their Glory and Con- 
fidence,. they are often gone in a Moment. A 
Crr/tian ſtands ſure ; which Way ever the 1 
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y of Providence moves, it moves in Favour of the 
le Upright; he is ſtill uppermoſt, when he is under- 
le moſt; all the Viciflitudes and Returns of Proſpe- 
as rity and Affliction, make no Change upon Him as 
ie to the main; he is as happy under all his outward 
o Loſſes as in his greateſt Gains; he is as honoura- 


er ble under the greateſt Contempt poured out upon 
him, as under the higheſt Applauſe; he is as ſafe 
in the greateſt Dangers, as when there is no Dan- 
ger appearing ; he hath Religion, Righteouſneſs; 
—— yea, the Truth and Strength of the 
Almighty Gop to uphold. him; if a Chri/tian falls, 
the Scripture muſt fall with him; that Word, 
concerning which Chrift hath faid, Matt. xxiv. 35. 
— Heaven and Earth ſball paſs away, but my Mord 
it ſhall — away. He ſhall never be diſappointed ' 
1 of his „ unleſs Faithfulneſs can diſappoint ; 
h -- ſhall never be deceived, till Truth becomes a. 
pike. 4 


a N | 89 1 *2 "I : | FS 
- Tun World build all their Hopes on the Sand, 
. on the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, on Riches, Strength, 
* and Multitude; they bottom their very Souls upon 
meer Fancies, and Preſumptions, upon that Wood, 
Hay, and Stubble, the Doctrines, Inventions, and 
- Traditions of Men: Nay, they have their Foun- 
e dation in the Dirt and Mire, they ſtrengthen them- 
. ſelves in their Wiekedneſs. If Iniquity be able to 
ſupport them, if Unrighteouſneſs be able to exalt 
them, if Ungodlineſs can ſecure them, they have 
ſomething to Jean upon; but if Righteouſneſs, 
Simplicity, and godly Sincerity; if the Favour of 
Gop, ini in Chriſt, be the only ſure Re- 
fuge, then where are the Generation of the Un- 
godly't When they are in the Height of all their 
Flory, it is but one turn of the Wheel, and they 
are thrown off their Hopes, and their Joys vaniſh, 
and all their Thoughts periſh. It CE 
5 15 rift, 
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Chriſt, and Scriptures, „ 
Conſiſtency, Chre/?:ans have en Unrigh- 
teouſneſs ſhould carry it in — never ſo 
clearly; yet if Holin za wilt but carry pom 
World to come, Chri/ftians are 8 
buiid their Hopes on 
ſhaken, their 
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4 Ti HE Treafres of Wiſdom are found with 
Fou will yet, it may be, be ready to ſay, 

What have they gotten by their Wiſdom ? If you 
were te give. us an Account of their Loſings, you 
bring in a long Hill; ſome of them 
it, as to loſe all they have; but, 


if you will hearken to me a While, 
— they have gained: 'Fhey 
tten great Treaſure, as poor as any of 
to be, eee eee THOR 
World. Particularly, e, 


1. THEY have gotten the PearlyChrifis theirs; 
they are thoſe Merchants, which have ſought goodly 
Pearli,, and they have found the Pearl of great 
Price; that Corner flyne which is lard in Sion, which 

if ai fprecrous Stone, is theirs; that Pearl which is 
the Paic 1 Souls, the Ranſom. that was _ 

em; 
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them; which is the Fead of Souls, their Bread and 
Water, the living Bread, the Water of Life, of 
which whoſo eateth and drinketh ſhall live for ever: 

He is theirs} Gop hath given them Him whom 
they ſought. This is the richeſt of Treaſures, that 
comprehends all Treaſures in it; this will ſupply 
all their Neceſſities, make up all their Loſſes; they 
want nothing that have Chriſt. When I look upon 


the Pomp and the Glory of the World, I mult fay, 


Theſe are none of mine; when I look upon the 
rich Fields, the pleaſant Valleys, the fruitful Hills, 
the Oxen and the Sheep, the Gold and the Silver 
of the Earth, I muſt ſay, Theſe are none of mine; 
but yet the Pearl is mine, and that is all Things. 


2. THey have gotten the white Stone, the Stone 
of Abſolution, Rev. ii. 17. I will give him the white 
Stone, which is a Token of Abſolution. It was a 
Cuſtom among the Heathens, to abſolve Perſons 
by giving them a white Stone, and to condemn. 
by giving a black Stone, Rom. v. 11. He have re- 
ceived the Atonement ; God is reconciled, our Sins 
are forgiven, our Souls are abſolved from thoſe 


black Bills of Indictment which were laid in againſt 


us; we have received the Signal of this Atonement, 
the holy Dove, the Spirit of the Loxp in our 
Hearts; and the Senſe of this Atonement hence 
ariſing, the Peace of Gop poſſeſſeth our Hearts; 
we taite and ſee what it is to be at Peace with Go, 
in thoſe Smiles from his Face, in thoſe Dawnings 
of the Light of his Countenance, and the ſhedding 
abroad his Love in our Hearts. When you conſi- 
der your own Fulneſs, your Dainties and Delica- 
cies, yy Ornaments and Jewels, your Poſſeſſions 
and Honours, you are tranſported with Pride, and. 
have almoſt forgot that you are Men; but what hg. 
Je 


nifies that black Stone in thy Breaſt, ed 
Is + | thou 


| 
= 


1 — _—_ i 


2 


tience, and Humility and M 


Heart full of Grace, is a better Treaſure than a 


that is a great Bleſſing: What a Miſery is it to be 
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thou carrieſt in thy Conſcience Conſider, Sin- 
ners, what it is to — Gop your Enemy, Wrath 
Portion, the Curſe cleaving. to your Poſlef- 
Sentence of Death written in your 
er and then you will think thoſe Men have 


Een al thi 8 that have gotten their en 


3. Tat white Robe, or 3 Ho- 
lineſs is not only impoſed on Chriftians as their 
Duty, but — as on them as their Privilege: 
Therefore the Lox n promiſes to his People as their 
Encouragement to ſuffer Aſſliction, Heb. xii. 10. 
That thereby they ſhall be' made Partahers of bis He- 
lineſs. This is the precious Treaſure of the Saints. 
A good Man, though he hath 9 in his 


| Houſe, 


nothing in his Purſe, — the Field, 
yet he hath a good Treaſure in his Heart, a Trea- 
fure of Wiſdom and Knowh a Freafure of 


Grace and Holineſs, a: Treaſure of Faith and Pa- 


rich Treaſure. It is the Rich in Faith, rich in 
Grace and Holineſs, that is a rich Man indeed; a 


Houſe full of Gold; as much as ſtrong Men glory 
in their h, as much 2s wiſe Men. glory is 
their Wiſdom, as much as great Men glory in 
their Greatneſs, one Grain of Grace is more Worth 
than all: As much as Holineſs is deſpiſed and 


trampled upon by the Men of this World, it is of 


. ot Gold and Silver. 


Hor ix BSS is the Health of our Souls, Sandifi- 
cation is the Reſtitution of the Soul, witk all its 
Faculties, to their Rectitude and Soundneſs. By 
Holinefs the Saul is, 1. Made fir for Service, and 
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an uſeleſs unprofitable Lump, goo for nothing 8 
to be ſerviceable, and that to fuch high and no- 
ble Ends, as the honouring the Name, the carry- 
Hay the Deſigns, the ſhewing forth the. Virtues 

the eternal Genf What a bleſſed Thing is it? 

2. The Soul by Holineſs is made capable of enjoying 
the Lok, and all the Gifts of Gop : What is the 
Reaſon that Chri/tians, under a Decay of Grace, 
and overgrown, with Corruption, can; take Com- 
fort in nothing? Tell them of the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, of che Privileges of the Goſpel, of the 
Joys, and Hopes, and Glory to come, they can 
take no Pleaſure, they can find no Sweetneſs in it 
Promiſes do not affect them, Privileges do not af+ 
fect them, future Hopes and E ions do not 
affect them: What is the Reaſon of this? Their 
Souls are ſick and cannot taſte any ee s 


7 By how much more — en are, by 
o much more Delight they can in their Bu · 
ſineſs, by ſo much more Comfort they can take in 
their Friends, by ſo much the more Plecfure they can 
take in their Meat and Drink, or any Thing elſe they 
enjoy: And ſo it is with a healthy Soul 3 by how 
much the more Holineſs; by fo much the more 
Sw eetneſs: Duties are ſweet, Ordinances are ſweet; 
Promiſes are ſweet, the Society of abe Saints is 
ſweet, the Meditations of God are ſweet: They 
can truly be {aid to enjoy their Friends, to enjoy 
the Promiſes and Ordinances, to enfoy their? very 
Duties, to enjoy Gap in all they have, or do, 
whoſe Souls are in an holy healthful State. This 
is another of the Treaſures of Wiſdom which _ 
nes have gotten, eu have ener 8 h 


"A Tur Adoption, Rom ix. * e are. ir 
lites, whoſe is the Adoptian. There is a twofold 
Ifratlite,. an Iſraelite after the Fleſb;; ſuch were: the 
natural Poſterity of Abraham, and an 1/raelite « or 
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only becauſe! it works in us the 
dutiful Affections of Sons, but eſpecially becauſe 


204 Viulicie Pietatis: Or, 


the Spirit, ſuch are all Believers, the Children of 


the Faith of Abraham And according to this Di- 
ſtinction of Vraelites, there is a twofcle Adoption, 
outward and vijible, which pertain to the natural 
Seed; imward and inviſible, which is the peculiar 


Privilege of the ſpiritual Seed, the Children of the 


Faith of Abraham, The Adoption comprehends 
in it, 1. The Grace of Adoption, whereby the Loxp 
hath given us the-Relation of Children, and a right 
to all choſe Privileges and Bleffings that flow from 
that Relation, John i. 12. To as many as received 


Him, to them gave' He Power to become the Sons of 
Go. 2. The Spirit of Adoption, Gal. iv. 6. And 


becauſe you are Sons, Cop hath ſent'forth the Spirit 
bis Son into your Hearts, e rs Father. 
This Spirit is called the Spirit 35 Adoption, not 

iſpoſitions and 


it witneſſes our Sonſhip, Rom. viii. 1 5, 16. Ye hav 


_ received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, Ab- 
Ba, Father © The Spirit ſe beareth Witneſs with 
aur Spirits, that we are 1 


Spirit evidences and witneſſes our Sonſhip, and 
thereby enables us to cry, Abba, Father ; that is, 
to call Gon, Father, gives us the Boldneſs and 
Confidence of Children, to come to Him on all 
Oecaſions to make our Complaints to Him, to 
make known our Wants, our Fears, and our Dan- 


gers to Him; to make our Requeſts to Him, to 


depend upon Him for Proviſion, for Protection; 
to put in for a Child's Portion, for a Share in his 
Riches; to lay Claim to, and to lay hold upon the 
Inheritance of Sons; to caſt our Care upon Him, 
and to comfort ourſelves in the Sufficiency of our 
Father. This is a bleſſed and glorious p 


Daughters of the Lon p Almighty, 1 Fohn'iii. 1. 


Children of Gop. The 


h | rivilege 
that Chri/tians have obtained, to be the Sons and 
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Behold, what Manner of Love the Father bath be- 


ſerved upon us, that we ſhould be called the Sons of 


Gor! Seemeth it a ſmall Thing unto you, ſaid Da- 
vid, to be the Son-in-Law of a King! Why, what 
King was it? It was one that was none of the beſt, 
and yet he was a King, and that was a great Thing, 
for ſuch a poor Man as David was, to be Son-in- 
Law to a King: But what is it to be Sons and 
Heirs to the King of Glory? The Lord ſays to 
all his Sons, as the Father of the Prodigal ſaid to 
his eldeſt Son, Luke xv. 31. Son, Thou art. ever 
with me, and all that I have is thine : Sen, Daughter, 
(aich the Lok D) thou ſhalt be ever with me, all 
that I have in Heaven and Earth, all is thine. Bleſ= 
Jed are the Peace- Matters; Why ſo? They are the 
Children of GoD : Gop's Children are bleſſed Chil- 
dren, not one of them ſhall go without their Fathers 
Bleſſing : The Loxp hath not only, as //aac, a 

Bleſſing for one of his Children; but, as 28 He 

hath a Blefling for every Child: If thou be Gop's 
Child, Gop, even thy Gop, will give thee his 
Bleſſing. 1 
5. Tas Kingdom, Luke xii. 32. Fear not, little 
Hoch, for it is your Father's Pleaſure to give you the 


| Kingdom. To whom is the Kingdom given? To 


the little Flock, not to the Herd of Swine, the. 
the prophane Multitude, but to the little Flock of 
Chriſt, thoſe few that He hath called out of the 
World, who follow Him, theirs is the Kingdom: 
What Kingdom? Why, the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, a Kingdom of Glory, a Kingdom of Righ-, 
teouſneſs, a Kingdom, of Peace, à Kingdom of. 
Jay and Bleſſedneſs, the. everlaſting Kingdom; 
And here we are fallen upon that Heighth, and, 
Depth, and Length, and Breadth, which cannot, 
e fathomed or meafured : Here is the Wiſdom of, - 
ar they have gotten the Birth- right and 

ol. XXX. 8 the 
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the Bleffing, the Sonſhip and the Inheritance, theirs 
is the Kingdom of Heaven; here is the Faith, and 
Patience, and Hope, and Prayers, and Sufferings, 
and Labours of the Saints, the Riches of their 
Faith, the Fruit of their Patience, the Matter of 
their Hope, the Return of their Prayers, the Re- 


ward of their Sufferings, the End of their Labour, 


| the everlaſting Kingdom. 


Now judge whom ye will account the wiſe 
Men: Shall thoſe be accounted wiſe, whom Gop, 
or thoſe whom Men account fuch ? Shall thoſe 
= for Fools now, who will be found wiſe at 
aſt? Are thofe the wife Men, who never under- 
ſtood what they had to do here, and fo never 
minded that neceffiiry Work for which they were 
ſent into the World? Are our Children, that mind 
nothing elſe but their Play, and their Meat, and 
their Cloaths, are thoſe the wife Ones of the 
- World ? Are they the wife Builders, who have 


laid their Foundation on the Sand? When the 


Winds, and the Floods, and the Waves, have 
blown away all that you haye been building; will 
you then boaſt of your Wiflom ? You that count 
yourſelves fuch wife Men, and demand' what the 
Vids have gotten, tell us, what you have gotten 
by all your Wiſdom. The Saints have ſomething 
to ſhew for themſt?ves, as Witnefles of their Pru- 
dence. Chr it che hidden Manna, that Hving Bread 
that they have laid up for themſelves ngainſt a Time 
of Need; that Peace which they have gotten to 
ſupport them in a Time of Trouble; thefe are ſore 
Things to ſhew. they Have: not fooliſhly loft their 

Time ; every Grace that they have gotten, every 
Comfort that they have treaſured up, there is 
ſomething more to ſhew, every dead Luft pleads 
for them. Samrſor's dead Lyon was not a e 


RD f 


„ e -c-u-c=ua 


8 A AS&S Ka A F 


A Vindication of Godlineſs. 207 
Proof of his Strength, than Chri/tian's dead Luſts 
are of their Wiſdom; they have gotten the Birth- 
right and the Bleſſing; who was the wiſer of the 
two, &/au that ſold the Birth-right, and loſt the 
Bleſſing, or Jacob that got both? They have got- 
ten the Kingdom too; theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven; whilſt others have been dividing the 
Spoils here below, ſcrambling for Shadows and 
Fancies, Dignities, and Preferments, and Plea- 
ſures of this World ; theſe have been lay ing up in 
Sore for themſelves a. good Foundation, againſt 
the Time to come: Doth this ſpeak them ſuch a 
fooliſh Company as you would make them? Is 
this your ſerious and ſober Judgment? Do you in 
earneſt think, that in that Change which the Goſ- 
pel hath made upon them, they are changed for 
the worſe? that in the Choice which they have 
made of Gop, rather than the W orld; of Chr:ff, 
inſtead of their Luſts; of Things eternal, before 
Things temporal, they have choſen to their Loſs?. 


l this your Thought? will you write down this 


as your Judgment, and put your Hand to it, and 
be content that this Writing ſhould be produced at 
the laſt Judgment, as the "Teſt by which you will 
be tryed, whether you are wiſe or fooliſh? Are 
you Cbriſtians, and do you believe the Scriptures, 
and are you not yet aſhamed that any ſuch Thoughts 


| ſhould come into your Hearts? Will you ſay, 


The Devil is the beſt Maſter, and he is a Fool that 
will not be his Servant; but Chriſt is an hard Ma- 
ſer, and none that is wiſe will venture after Him? 
Will you ſay, That ſes was a Fool, in refuſing. 
to be called the Son of Pharaos Daughter, chuſing 
rather to ſuffer Affliction with the People of Gon. 
than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon? 
That the Apoſtles and the Diſciples were Fools? 


An. 


Were 


% 
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were Fools ? with the reſt of thoſe holy Men and 
Women, who denied themſelves, took up their 
Croſs and followed Chi! And that the Scribes, 
and Phariſees, and Publicans, and Drunkards, and 
Gluttons, had more Wit than they? Is not this the 
very Thing you fay, in charging Folly upon thoſe, 
whoſe Aim and Deſire is to walk in the ſame Steps 
that thoſe primitive Chriſtians walked ? Is this your 
Reaſon and Re'igion, and Honcity ? Speak out 
our Hearts in plain Terms. No Man would 
ken to Chrift, unleſs he were a Fool; no Man 
would be holy, unlefs he were a Fool; no Man 
would leave his Pleaſures, and his Liberties, and 
his Vanities, unleſs he had firſt loſt his Wits : Or. 
at leaſt, no wiſe Man would take up more of Chri- 
{tianity, than the Name, and the Shell, and the 
Shadow : None but a Fool would make fure work 
for his Soul, would go through with Chrift and 


| Chriſtianity, would be an inward, hearty, reſol- 


ved, univerſal, ſincere Chriſtian. What do your 
brutiſh Hearts and Ways ſpeak lefs than this? Sin- 
ner, is this all the Wiſdom or Honeſty you have, 
thus to ſpeak or think ? If it be, be it en unto 
you all, that theſe fooliſh Saints have more Wit 
than to count the Reproaches of ſuch brutiſh Spi- 
rits'to be any Diſparagement to them ; and there- 
fore if you wil!, mock on, and go on, to admire 
yourſelves and the Oaks which you have choſen, 
and the Gardens which you have deſired, whilſt 


vou deſpiſe theſe, or their Ways, but however whilſt 


they have this Aſſurance, that Gon doth not 
count 'them what you call them, that (you) will 


not call them at laſt, what you call them now; 


you muſt give them Leave, (though they think 


never ſo meanly of themſelves) yet ſtill to have the 


fame high Thoughts of their God, of their Goſ- 
pel, of that holy Profeflion and Way that they 
bavech-ſcn. 2 | #09 
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le. LET the ungodly World, hence learn to 


have a better Opinion of theſe Men, and to for- 
bear reproaching them; think with yourſelves upon 


what hath been faid ; Theſe Men may be wiſer 
than we. are are aware of; we may be miſtaken, 


| theſe may be the free] of GoD; theſe may be 


thoſe little Ones, whom wheſeever offends, it were 
better that 4 Milflone were hanged about his Necks 
_— were ca into the Midft of the Sea And 


what if they ſhould be ſo? In what Caſe: are you 


then, that have reproached and perſecuted them? 
But I muſt be bold to tell, there is no may be, in 
the Matter. I queſtion not, but if you would im- 
partially weigh what hath. been ſpoken, you will 
op hath any People in the World, 
theſe are they; and therefore. my Advice is, that 
ks, refrain from theſe Men, and let them alone, 


* ou 60 on, uy be exert nen agamft 


| 2 2 do pany 0 There be fome that 


make / — Pretences to the Stridineſs Religion, 
but t re 
b. — wwe ba — 


Lande be tals tut ook Men as have: 
7 deſeribed, fg there be any ſuch, are 
wiſe Men; that Men of ſuch Principles, that Mem 
of this Profeſſion, if they really be-what they pro- 


 fefs, and live according to their Principles, are 


Men of Wiſdom; do but grant that Godlineſs is 
Wiſdom, and the Fear of the Loxp i Under/land- 
ing: I would that I could bring you thus far, hear- 
tily to grant that Godlineſs hath an Excellency in 
it, and that a Life led according to thoſe Principles 
of Godlineſs, which have been laid before you, is 
the moſt excellent Liſe: Hence theſe two Fhings 


will e follow; 1. That by how much 


83 more 
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more exactly any Perſons live according to the 


Principles of Godlineſs, by ſo much the more 


have they attained true Wiſdom : If Godlineſs be 
our Wiſdom and Excellency, then by how much 
the more preciſely Godly any Perſons are, by ſo 
much the more ,wiſe and excellent; by how much 
the more preciſe a Chriſtian, by ſo much the more 
he is a Chriſtian; and therefore let never any Man 
be blamed for that he is ſo much, but that he is no 
more preciſe. 2. By how much the more looſely 
Perſons live from the Rules of Religion, by how 
much the more Liberty they take to walk after the 
Fleſh, by ſo much the more fooliſh they are; and 
ſo you may without Controverſy conclude, that 
whatever theks precife 'People Lo, you that are 


Libertines are Fools. 


2. ARE there none. fuck ? What, hath Gov 


no People in the World ? Hath the Devil gotten 
all ? Gop hath a People ſomewhere, and a pecu- 
liar People, whom He hath choſen to Salvation, 
whom He hath redeemed, and called, and juſtified, 
and ſanctified, and ſet apart for Himſelf from the 


reſt of the World: All are not {frael, all are not 


Diſciples, but there are ſome whom Goy hath pe- 
. ſet apart to Himſelf, from the reſt of Men; 
and where are theſe to be found, if not among 
theſe preciſe Walkers ? The People of Gop are, 
as hath been proved, an holy People, an hearing 
People, a praying People, a zealous People, a 
_ watchful, painful, induſtrious, ſober, meek, mer- 
cifui, patient People: Now, where ſhall we look 
to ſind out fuch-a People? Muſt we rake the K en- 
nels, and ſearch the Sinks of the Earth Muſt we 
ſeek in the Alehouſes, or Taverns, or Playhouſes? 
Shall we take out the Drunkards and Riotous, the 


Swearers and Liars, the Covetous and Oppreſ- 


fors, the blind People, that brutiſn 2 
en . at 
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that know not, mind not the Loxp or his Ways; 
and ſay of any of theſe, Surely here they be, theſe” 


are the People of Gop ; here be the Men that are 


no Hypocrites; theſe are that Royal Prieſthood, 
that holy Nation, that peculiar People, whom 
Gop hath called to ſhew forth his Praiſe before 
the World ?' Sinners, if you have ſo much Rea- 
ſon or Conſcience, as to conclude that none of 
theſe are they, then tell us farther, who, or where 
they are, or elſe at laſt acknowledge, that if Gop 
hath a People any where, it is amongſt thoſe that 
you have reptonche@7* 553g IE OI auen 


3. Ir you ſay, there be Hypocrites among (t 
them, and theſe are they that you ſpeak againſt, 
and not againſt thoſe that are upright, let me give 
you this double Advice. en ee 

1. Take Heed you miſtake not your Mark ; 
do not ſhoot at Saints indeed, under the Name 
and Diſguiſe of Hypocrites; de not count that 
Hypocriſy, which Gop accounts Sincerity; you 
may be miſtaken (as I told you before) and what 
if you ſhould be miſtaken? What if it ſhould 
prove, not only that the Men which you reproach? 
for Hypocrites, Gon ſhould account ſincere. 3 but 
if the very Thing which — call their Hypocriſy; 
the LoxD counts their ' Excelleney 3- what if it 
ſhould be ſo? Then you have ſhot a fair Shot; 
every Reproach which you have thus caſt out, is 
as ſo much Dirt which you have thrown into the 
Face of God, fo many — ſhot 
into the Apple of Gop's Eye; you who are ſo free 
in reproaching Profeſſors, take Heed that ir be 
not found, that the Ground of all your evil Lan- 
guage againſt them, and evil Uſage of them, be 
not for that they are, but for that they are not 


2. In 
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* 


do not 
proach, which is 
to reproach evil 


; * 
a ; 


that 
calls a Saint oaches the Chriſtian: 
He that in Scorn calls an Hypocrite Saint, or holy 
Brother, reproaches Chriſtianity it ſel. 


U a. Bur I have yet a greater Requeſt, than 
to have a good Opinion o theſe Men and no 
außer to reproach them; my Requeſt to you 
farther is, That you would come in and be of this 
Number. Some of you it may be, will be ready 
to reply, He ſpall have hard Work to perſuade me to 
be Praciſian; and truly I am afraid fo too, if all 
that the Devil can do will hinder it, if all that 
your carnal Reaſon, and fleſhly Luſts can do; if 
all that your ſinſul Companions can do will hinder 
its, Lſhall be ſure enough not to prevail; yet know 
that the Motion which I make to you, is from the 
| Lorp, and if vou deny me, vou therein deny 
Him; and' if you deny Him, there is a com- 
ing when He will deny you: You ſay, you will 
not be perſuaded ; but what is it you will not be 
gerſuaded to? Why, this is it, You will not take 

the Yoke of Chriũ upon you, you will not be ruled 
by Him, ſo as to live as He would have you live, 
but vou will ſtül walk according to your own 
Mind and Heart; that is, you will not be Chriſti- 
ans: Will you not? Are you in good Earneſt ? Are 
wo content that the Lon D ſhould take you at your 
Word, and for ever give you up to your Hearts 
Luſts, and let you alone to walk in your own 
$1 1 | | Counſels ? 


x: 
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Connfels ? Are you content from henceforth, to 
give up your Hope in Chriſt? Are you content to 
be damn*d ? Brethren, this is the Choice you are 
put to, either an holy Life, or everlaſting Death 7 
either you muſt ſubmit to the Yoke of Oriſt, or 
you can have no Benefit by the Croſs of Chriſt; 
either you muſt kiſs his golden Scepter, or be 
broken in Pieces with his Rod of Iron; refuſe to 
follow Him in his Kingdom of Grace, and you 
thereby ſhut yourſelves out of the Kingdom of 
Glory: Whereof, that I may the more effectually 
convince you, I ſhall yet farther prove to you, 
both by Scripture and Reaſon, that this ſtrict and 
* preciſe Way of Life, is ſo abſolutely neceſſary to 
ag Salvation, that whoſoever doth not thus walk, 


IEEE ITE REES 


by cannot eſcape the Damnation of Hell. 

ly I xxow Men are confident that they ſhall be. 
is faved without ſo much ado, and this is that which 
Il hardens them in their Sins, their ſtrong Conceit 
15 that the Way is not ſo narrow as many would 


if make them believe ; they doubt not but they have 
found out an eaſier Way than this; and what is 
this eaſier Way? Why, it is but calling upon Gop 
for Mercy, keep the Church, do 'no-body any 
Wrong, be no Drunkard, no Swearer, no Adul- 
terer; or if you be ſometimes overtaken, aſk” 
Gop Forgiveneſs, and then hope well; never 
deſpair of Gop's Mercy, fear not, thou ſhalt be 


Now I ſhall make it plain to you, that this 
Way of Religion, will certainly leave every Soul 
that goes no — to periſh everlaſtingly; and 
that this ſtrict holy Life, which hath been deſcri- 
bed, is indiſpenſibly neceſſary to Salvation. Be- 
loved, the Matter I am upon is weighty ; a Miſtake 
in your Religion is mortal, if that which you my 
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taken up for the Way of Life be not ſv, y 


undone for ever; and that this n — 
ei I ſhall now make gs | 


TP From Scripture : Let us but ſerioully exa- 
mine and weigh thoſe many high Expreſſions 
which we find in Scripture, in the Commands, 
Exhortations, Inſtructions, Inſtances, Promites 
and Prayers recorded in it; in all which, the 
wwe Way, of Life is deſcribed ; and then let any 
Man judge, if all this amount do no 
1 than that poor, and pitiful, and empty 

Thing. which carnal Men count Religion. 


1. For Scripture Commundty confider theſe: 
— to enter in at the ffrait Gate, looking diligently, 
dit any Man fail of the Grace of Gon: Work out 
| your Salvation with Fear and Trembling ; fervent in 
Nn, b, the Lox D: Pat of 6 concerning the 
Converſation, the ald Man which is corrupt, accord- 
mg to.the deceitful Lufts, and put on the 10 ed 
which God, is created in Righteouſneſs and 
true Holineſs :. Waſh thine Heart from thy Inigui 
ties, that thau may/i be ſaved + How long fhall vain 
Thaughts lodge within thee ? Let no corrupt Com- 


which is good to the edifying, tho may minifier 
Grace to the — or in Loue, love one an- 
| — — 2 — 7 — 
_ or them that perſecute you ; render to no Men 
Evil for Evil, but overcome Evil with Goodneſs ; 
mortify your Members which are upon the Earth ; 
walk in the Spirit; ahſtain _ all Appearance 
Jui; . watchful, and with Lewy Loins oo 
and your Lights burning: MI 
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appeared am all Men, teaching us, that denying all 


ufts, wwe ſhould live righte- 
oufly, godly, and foberly, in this preſent World. 


| They that be Chrilt's, have crucified the Fleſh with 


Aﬀettions mad Las. He that 1s angry with his 
Brother without a Cauſe, fhall be in Danger of the 
— He that lorkeih on a Woman to luft after 

hath committed Adultery 1oith ber in his Heart: 
every ide Word Men "Ball give Arcount at the 


any Man — * to be releprous, 
ad ed ar rt bir Tenn, Pa Ts cad Frog 
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3 ron pu ee: O7 it is re- 
corded, That his Heart was tender and perfect 
with the Lon p his Gop, and that he turned not 
aide to the Right Hand or to the Left. Paul pro- 
feſſes, that he fery=d the Lox v inſtantly, Night and 
Day; that fotgetting thoſe Things which are be- 
bind, he reached forth to the Things that are be- 
fore, preffing to the Mark. Ye Liſe bir I nt 
hoe in the Ki, 1 live by the Faith of the Som e 
Gor. To me to Fee is Chriſt, to die is Gun. 
fo run, mt as uncertainty ; ; fo fight J, not as one that 
berteth the Air, het #45 ares ny? Bic: and 
bring it into Subje Aion, left preaching to others, 7 | 


fel, am become @ Caf aug. ” 


Fox Seriptrr  Promifes, bnfiFer theſe : Bl 7 , 
are the poor in Spirit, Blefſed are the Mert, the 7 
23 they that hunger ani thirft after eber | 

Pure in Heart, they that are perſecuted” for 
Rightemſneſs Sante, for they ſhall ſee Gon, theirs ix 
the King dem of Heaven '; they ſhall” be comforted, 
filed, and £ heit Reward im Hauen. 


Fon Ser mute Prayers, conſider theſe :" The | 
Gon of 9 hotly, and I pray E 


—— 


* 
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that your tobole Spirit, Soul and Body, may be pre- 
ſerued blameleſs,, until the Coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Now the GoDp of Peace make you 
perfet in every goed IM ard, to do bis Mill, working 
in you that which is well-pleaſing in his Sight. 


* MuLTiTUDEs of ſuch like Scriptures might be 


added, but theſe may ſuffice. Now wherefore are 


all theſe Things written? Wherefore are theſe 


| ſtrict Commands given, theſe holy Lives of Saints 
left upon Record, theſe Promiſes made, and theſe 


Prayers kept upon the File? Are they not all 
written for our Learning, to let ev an and 
Woman underſtand what Manner of Perſons they 


muſt be, what Manner of Lives they muſt live, if 


they will be ſaved? If a lower Religion would 
ſerve, to what Purpoſe is this Walte ? — may 
forbear to charge Preciſians with keeping more ado 
than needs, and lay in their Charge againſt the 


Scriptures, for requiring more than needs. But 


do you think indeed, that the Scriptures have 
fpoken theſe Things in vain ? If it be not in vain, 
if all this be comprehended under the one Thing 
needful ; if all this do but ſhew us the one and 
only Way of Life, if we muſt be thus renewed 
BE changed in our Minds, and muſt thus holily 
and unblameably order our Lives, or elſe we can- 
not be ſaved, then what will become of that poor 


conhdent Multitude we are now dealing with? 


Does all this amount to no more than keeping. 
your Church, laying your Prayers, learning and 
ſaying over the Creed and Ten Commandments, - 


living peaceably with your Neighbours, paying | 


every Man his own, crying to.Gop for Mercy 
when you have committed a Sin, and the like? 


Can you call this cold, lifeleſs Way, your ſtriving 


to enter in at the flrait Gate? Is this your working 
out your Salvation with Fear and Trembling ? Is his 


.So lt ot <A< Dc ,,-> . or 
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all that is meant by fighting the good Fight of Faith, 
by wre/thng againſt Fleſh and Blood, . againſt Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, by being mſtant in Prayer, 
fervent in Spirit, Watching and Running, and preſ-. 
ing towards the Mart? Brethren, - if there be 
one Way of Liſe; if all this which bath been re- 
preſented to you out of the Seriptures, be to ſhew. 
wy from the Lok, what a ſtrait Way this one 

ay of Life is; and if you will compare the 
Way you depend upon with it, methinks you ſhould 
need no more to convince you of your dangerous 
Miſtake hitherto, and to leave you more ready to 
embrace the Exhortation I am preſſing upon you; 
namely, To come in amang the Number of, and take. 
the holy Courſe of theſe circumſpett Chriſtians. 


Bor if this be not ſufficient, I ſhall yet make it 
mare evident by Reaſons drawn from the Scrip- 
tures, which I ſhall give you in theſe fix Pro- 


poſitions. 


1. Taz Goſpel requires as indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation, inward Holineſs, or the renew- 
ing of the Heart. Needs this any Proof to them 
that underſtand the Scriptures ?_ There muſt. be a 
new Heart, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. A clean Heart, 
Pal. Ixxiii. 1. A true Heart, or an upright Heart, 
ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, Heb. x. 22. Ezek. 
xviii. 31, Mate you a netu Heart, and à new Spi- 
rit, for why will ye die? Jer. iv. 14. Oh Jeruſa- 
lem, waſh: thine Heart from Wickedneſs, that thou 
mayeft be ſaved. What do theſe Scriptures, eſpe - 
cially the Addition in the two laſt, For why will yer 
die? And, that thou may/t be ſaved? What do 
theſe import leſs than this, That there is no Salva- 
tion poſſible, there is nothing certain but Death 
and Deſtruction, to thoſe whoſe Hearts are not 
waſhed and made new, John iii. 3. Except a Man, 

W „„ oe | be 
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bs born goin, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
Gop, Except ye be convertad, ye- cannot enter init 
the Kingdom F Bop, Some there are, it is true, 
that interpret this Converſion, Which is made fo 
neceſſary to Salvation, to be nothing elſe but the 
coming of Perfons from Judaiſm, or 2 
to Chriſtianity, to the owning and embracing the 
Chriſtian Faith, Rut if this be true, then all that 
believe Chriñ to be the Meſſiah, and are baptized, 
and live in the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, 
Mall be faved : Come ye Drunkards, come ye A- 
dulterers, Liars, Covetous, with all the profane | 
Rout of nominal Chriſtians, and keep an Holy. 
day to the Memory of theſe new Doctors, who 
bring you ſuch a large and eafy Goſpel, as will 
| Carry you all to Heaven, with all your Luſts and 
Eewdneſs upon your Backs, But is this true ? Is 
this 'Goſpel ? Is this all the Converſion that is ne» 
cellary to Salvation It cannot be: For, 


Firſt, TyzRE are many that embrace the Chriſtian 
fut 2 are Hypecrites, and ſhall Hypocrites be 


| Secondly, Turk are many fuch Converts that 
walk a:ſorderly, whoſe God is their Belly, whoſe 
Glory is their Shame, who mind earthly Things, 
Phil. ill. 1g. Of whom the Apoſtle thire telli u, 
tas their End is Deftruftion, © 


2. Te inward Holineſs, which the Goſpel 
requires, ſtands not in fome ſudden good N 

. 1 or ſome tranſient good Aﬀections, but 
bs an holy Frame or Habit thus much Is lati - 
mated in the afore-mentioned Expreffion, # nw 
Heart, An boly Thought, à good Defire iy an- 
other Thing from a new Heart. True Holineſs ll 
not aFit, but a Frame: There may r 4 
| of on 


| 
ö 
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votion,, Fits of Zeal ſometimes in a Sinner, and 
yet he is a Sinner ſtill, Holineſs is the Temper 


and Conſtitution of a Chriſtian, his 4 new Naw | 
that abideth | in him, 5 


3 Tuts inward habitual Holineſs ſtands in an 
univerſal Compliance of the Heart with the whole 
wo of — the Heart that is formed after the 

age of Gor, is conformed to the WII of Gap, 
72 5 Law is within my Heart z not a Piece, 
but the whole z every Word and Title: of it. 
Thy Law 7. within anc The Law is ſaid to be 
4 * in 3 * 


Senſe. 


2 Ir is publiſhed, and reveale „ and made 
known in the Heart ; it is underſtood the Soul, 
there is the Light 1 the * . in * 
Chriſtian, 


Secondly, Ir is 2 3 conſented 


to there is the Love of the Law in the Heart of 


2 Chriſtian ; the Heart cloſes with it, and all that 
it requires, as A n Word, and werlhy of all 


N Acceptation. 


A nn TIA doth not — accept the NY 


ſes of the Goſpel as good Words, and comforta- 


ble Words, but can heartily write, Go9d is the 
Word of the LoxD, upon 5 Precept; he likes 
his Duties as well as his Privileges, his Work as 


well as his Reward, This is ſet forth in thoſe Ex- 
preſſions of a willing Mind, a read y Mind, + a 
forward Mind. And as his Heart is towards his 
Work, ſo is it for any Work the Lord calls it 
15 he hath Reſpect to all the Commandments; 
he would not be without one Leaf, no nor one 
= Line of the whole Word of God ; he is ready to 


'L: Þ every 
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every good Work; he would not have one Duty 
abated to him of all that Gop hath required; he 
would not have one Sin allowed to him of all that 
Gop hath forbidden him. He that ſays concern 
ing any one Word in the whole Will of Goy, 
this I muſt have diſpenſed with, ere I can be a 
Chriſttan, his Heart is not upright. He that 
would have any one Sin to be no Sin, any one 
Duty to be no Duty, any one Sin to be allowed 
him, or any one Duty to be abated him, is no 
Chriſtian, | 15 | 
J. Turs inward habitual Holineſs is ſuch as 
bears the Sway, and hath the Pre-eminence in the 
Heart ; though Sin be there ſtill, yet where there 
is true Grace, Sin is an Underling, and brought 
into Captivity, it hath loſt that Power which it had 
in the Soul before, and the Heart is now given up 
to Gop; the Stream runs Heaven- ward, the 
Stream of the Thoughts, the Stream of the Af- 
fections run that Way; Gop and the Way of 
Holineſs hath a greater Share and greater Power 
in the Heart, than all the World; there is more 
Love to Gop, ftronger Reſolutions for followir 
Gop, than can be balanced by the higheſt Int 
of the Fleſh. 3 3 


Tuts inward, habitual, prevailing Holi- 
neſs, wherever it is, will infallibly bring forth 
this ſtrict, preciſe, and holy Life. For, 


Ni, Tram Holineſs in the Heart will bring 
Forth Holineſs of Life, is as naturally certain, as 
that a Root will bring forth ſuch Branches and 
Fruit, as partake of the Nature of the Root: 4: 
© that a Fig-Tree will bring forth Figs, that an Olive 
Tree will bring forth Olives. OO . 
3  Secondh, 


* 
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Secondly, IT is as certain, that according to the 
Propo rtion of Holineſs in "the Heart, ſuch will 
be the Proportion. of it in the Life; if Holineſs 
bear the Sway in the Heart, it will bear the Rule 
in the Life; if that little Good that is in the Heart, 
be held as an Underling in the Soul, thereafter 
will the Life be. 


Thirdly, IT is no Ie certain, that the — J 
Degree of prevailing Holineſs: in the Heart, will 
bring forth this preciſe holy Life, in. the Senſe I 
have deſcribed. it; that is, though there be not 
perfect Holineſs brought forth, though he that 
hath a lower Degree of true. Grace, fall much 
ſhorter 1 that Perfection, than he that hath a 
higher D — 3 though there be many Failings, 
and Wan and Weakneſſes, through Cor- 
ruption and emptation, yet thus far the loweſt 
T Saints have arrived, that his Aims, 8 
Endeavours, are after a perfect holy Life ; 
hath a Reſpect to every Commandment, to _ 
90 ; he doth not Gabitually allow himſelf in 
Lcd there is ſome Change in his Courſe 
ly appearing; and this 2 zar to him- 
ſelf, and ſets his Heart upon ow up daily 
to a more thorough and de oy 1Hformity to 


all the Principles of Ge laid an, e 
| him in the A 1 it 1 


Tuis is as certain as the two former : He that 
is ſincere, would be perfect; in the true Love of 
Holineſs, is neceſſarily included a Love and Long- 
ing-for it in the Perfection of. it: He that loveth 
Holineſs for itſelf, will love it moſt when it is 
moſt itſelf, in — Perfection; and Love and Long- 
ing will infallib bring forth ae and 4ol- 

W after, H erefore. 


T 3 | 6, Wnoso- 
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6. WHOSOEVER is not a Perſon of a preciſe 
Life, is certainly in a State of Damnation: This 
ſo clearly follows from the former Propoſitions, 
that it needs no farther Proof. He that is not in- 
 wardly, habitually, univerſally ſanctified; he that 
loves any thing more than Gop or Godlineſs, 
that is, he that is not new-born, and fo become a 
new Creature, is actually in the State of Damna- 


** 


tion ; and he who is not a preciſe Walker, is nat 


thus new-born or ſanctifſied; for whoever is made 


this new Creature, will infallibly make it appear, 
as hath been proved, by this Newneſs of Life. 


TDov ſee, Beloved, to what Iſſue this Matter is 
brought; either you muſt take up this ftria I ay 
of Holineſs, or be Reprobates from Gop. Who- 
ſoever there be amonegſt — that have the moſt 
"rooted" Enmity in your Hearts, againſt this Holi- 
neſs of Liſe, and have caſt the greateſt Slight and 
Contempt on it, and thoſe that thus live, and as 
Michael did David, do deſpiſe them in your Hearts; 
. "whoever among you are moſt peremptorily re- 
"ſolved againſt hearkening to any further Treaties 
about this — caſting them off with the 
greateſt Scorn and Indignation, I muſt be bold to 
tell you from Gop, that if you live and die in 
this Mina: Gop muſt ceaſe to be true, the Scrip- 
tures muſt be prov'd to be a Die, the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel a meer Forgery or Falſhood, or you 
| — be- ſhut for ever out of the Kingdom of 
OD. | | a 


Ap do you not yet ſee enough, to perſuade 


you to come in and be of this Number? Are you 


- not yet convinced that it is your Duty, that it will 
de your Wiſdom to be fuch ? That none but 
Fools and Brutes will continue to be Libertines 
- Whilſt you charge Folly on the Saints, will you 
at 
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at the laſt, prove yourſelves to be the only Fools? 
And will you verify that Proverb, Bray a Fool in 
Mortar, and yet his Folly will not depart from bime 
Shall it be faid of you, Let them be inflructed, let 
them be convinced, let them be warned ; yet ſtill all 
is one; Fools they are, and Fools they will be? 
Oh ye Fools, when will ye be wiſe ! Search the 
Scriptures, and learn of them; come unto Chriſt, 
| and learn of Him; and if he; do not ſpeak the 
fame Things which here have been ſpoken, if he 
do not teach you the ſame Leſſon which here-yau 
have been taught, then go on and take your Li- 
berty ſtill : But if Chriſt ſays, Be holy; if Chrift- 
ö ſays, Be circumſpect; if Chrift ſays, Be perfect, and 
N you ſtill refuſe to hearken, then carry this In- 
a ſcription upon your Foreheads, W have rejedted 
| the Word of the LoxD, and whar Wiſdem is there. 
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7 | f 
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N } 

| Behold, an Iſraelite indeed, in whom is no 
| „ 


E need not go far back, to find out the 
Senſe of theſe Words. The Occaſion 
of them was this, Philip calls Nathanael 
to come to Chrift ; Nathanael being called comes; 
and coming to Chri/?,. our Lok gives his Judg- 
ment of him: 


In the Words, we have, 1. A Note of Obſer- 
vation, Behold ; this hints to us two Things : 1. 
That a Nathanael, a true [/razlite, is a worthy 
Sight, worth the obſerving ; Behold an Iſraelite. 
2. That a Nathanael is a rare Sight: We do not 
4 to put a behold, on that which we ſee every 

ay. hh, == | 


2. A DtscrIPTION of Nathanael, and in him, 
of a ſincere good Man. 1: He is an Iſraelite; 
Tſrael was firſt the Name of Jacob, who upon his 

reſtling, and as a Prince, prevailing with Go 
in Prayer, had this new Name given him of Go, 

and” was thenceforth called Jſrael; from him; 
afterwards, the whole Generation of the Jew: 


were called racl. In the New Tan 
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the People of Gop vere called Iſraa Both in 
the Old Feſtament and New, ' //raelites were the 
People of Gop, whom Gop had ſeparated for 


Himſelf out of all the reſt of the World: So that 
n Hraelite here, notes one that belongs to Gov. 


bs, Ax Iſraelite indeed ;, PER one that is truly 
an //raelite, not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit; 
not in Shew and Appearance, not in Concenpy — 
= own or others 9 but in 8 


4. An Iſraelite, in whom ny is no Guile 4 
is no Diſſembler, that r only bear the Face, 
and act the Part of an Traelite, but an honeſt, 
down-ri ight, pl ain-hearce dy hea | 


Ir all this we have A full DefGiptioniofia ſin- 
cere good Man; he is an 2 one ſeparated 
to Gop, an Ifraelite indeed ; not in Fancy, but 
H Truth ; not in Guile, dut f in nnn of 

eart. 


Tur which I intend for the Foundation, on 
which to build my Diſcourſe, is, An Iſraelite in- 
deed. Thence let the Doctrine be, tg 


A fracere geod red More i is no Enthuſiaſt ; ; and Gedli- 


neſs ix no Ani As there is an Iſraelite in Conceit, 


fo there is an Iſraelite indeed; as there is G in 


Ihe, fo there is Godlineſs in Truth. 


Tax eat Deſig n of Satan and his Inſtruments is 
againſt odlineſs. 1 to reſiſt it, diſgrace it, and if poſ- 
ſible, root it out from under Heaven: And becauſe 
whilſt Godlineſs appears in its own Luſtre, Glory, 


| and Excellency, all ſuch Attempts againſt it are vain 
and ineffetual : Therefore the Plot is, to caſt a 


Miſt beſore the Eyes of this SG World, > 
make 
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make them believe that there is no 0 Thing, 
or chat it is not what it is; that it is a mere Fancy, 
1 is in it: That which Men call God- 
lineſs is but, a Conceit, a mere Dream of ſome 
Brain-ſick Perſons, who rA wiſer 
and holier than the reſt of the World, and being 
Krongly opinionated. of their Ways, and intoxi- 
.cated- with their own Imaginations, whilſt they 
would perſuade others that they are in the Dark, 
and under ſtrong Deluſions, are moſt of all miſ- 
rw and deluded CI 


Now, becauſe this. is ſuch A miſchiavous En- 
gine to hold Men back from that true Codlineſ 
which is neceſſary to Salyation, I ſhall, thro! the 
Grace of Gon, make as evident as the Li cht. the 
Truth of the Doctrine propoſed, T hut Godlinel 
is no Fancy; and that the ſincereſt and ſtricteſt 
godly Men are: moſt unjuſtly termed Enthuſaft 
of any Perſons in the World. By Godlineſs I 
mean that ſincere and ſtrict Profeſon and Prac- 
tice of Religion, which is above the Size, and be- 
yond the Meaſure of the common Sort of People, 
who call themſelves Chriſtians; that which the 
Scripture calls, pure Religion, the Power of God- 
lineſs, walking with Gon, rently in the Spirit, 
9 0 Kong Canan. Wet 


By a 8 godly Man, accordingly I 8 
the ſame Perſon with a preciſe or circumſpect 
Chriſtian ; one that will not adventure his Soul on 
that cheap, caſy, outward, careleſs Way of Rcli- 
ion, which the moſt do, but labours to make 
and thorough Work, by ſetting himſelf to 

Ive up to the Height and ExaQneſ of thoſe Prin- 

_ Eiples of Religion whichhe hot i from the 
2 U oi 
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. Warn I ſay, Godlineſs is no Fancy ; a Fancy 
| mean that _—_— — Being, but 2 Ima- 
ination z that which hath no Foundation in the 
— but is a mere Conceit or airy Notion 
a Figment of Mens own Brains. This is the Re- 
proach that che prophane World caſt upon ſtrict 
Godlineſs, That ie it is a mere Fiction, or a Dream 
of Mens own Hearts, that the inward Likneſs to 
Gon, the exact — with Gon, living in 
Fellowſhip und Communjon with Gon, the Joy 
of Gop, the Life of Faith, the Soul's exerciſing 
itſelf upon Gop, and the Loxp JEsvs, and the 
like, are mere Conceits, there are no ſuch Things, 
but they are Meus own Dreams ind Deſulions-:> 


Now this is' that which I hall cow; That this 
Godlineſs, in its greateſt Purity, Preciſeneſs, and 
Spirituality, is not ſuch an empty Thing, but is 
fall and really that which it aſſerts itſe f to be, 

—— 8 5 1 Con- 
to, that „ and acceptable, and per- 
ill of Gon, revealed in the Scriptures. 44 


Tus Proofs which I ſhall bring g ſhall be ſuch 5 
1s have reſpect to the ſpecial Parts of 65 where I 
ſhall make it manifeſt ; 


1. Tra the Docteines and Prnciplv God- 
lineſs are rea} Truths, 


2. Tur the Duties 3 Canes of Cen- 
neſs are rea! Duties and Comforts. an 


a. uv the DoArines and Principles of God- 
lineſs are real Truths, Wiſdom hath her Pillars 3 
Godlineſs is not a Caſtle in the Air, but is 3 


W which bath F 6 I * hs 
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in ſome of the chief of theſe Principles, and ſhew 


(4 6 
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1. CONCERNING theBeing of GoD, and bis He- 
— That this is a certain Fruth, that there is 
a Gop, and that He is an holy Gon, and a 
Friend to Holineſs : If there be any real and evi- 
dent Truth in the World, this is a Truth, That 
there is a Gop : Either there is a Gop, or there 
is Nothing: We may as well ſay, when we ſee 
the Sun, and the Moon, and the Stars, and the 
Motions of them; when we ſee the Earth, and 
the ſeveral Creatures upon it; when we ſee our- 
ſelves, Men and Women, walking up and down 
thereon, that all this is but Conceit, that our 
| Eyes deceive us, that ourſelves, and all the Things 
we ſee, -are but Phantaſms and Apparitions, as we 
may Lipton whether there be a Gop, Nom. i. 
20. indiſible Things of Him from the Creation 
the World are clearly ſeen, being underſt aad by 
Things that are made, even his eternal Pazver and 


| Godhead, And to queſtion whether Gop be an 


holy Gon, is the ſame in Effect, as to queſtion 
whether there be a God; to conceive, that there 
is a God without Holineſs, is to imagine that 
there is a Gop that is no God : Sin is ſuch 2 
Defect as is utterly inconſiſtent with ſuch an infi- 
Ritely perfect Being; and to: queſtion whether 
Gop be a Friend to Holineſs, is to queſtion whe- 
ther He be a Friend to Himſelf. 

2. Tn Doctrines concerning Sin are certain 
Truths ; I ſhall mention but theſe four: 


1. Tur Man is a Sinner. _ 
2. THAT Sin is the greateſt of Evils. 


£4 


3. THAT 
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3. Com ſpiritual Sins are the greateſt of 


4: Tnar Sin is the Root of all Miſery. 


1. THaT Man is a Sinner; a Sinner by Na- 
ture, a Sinner by Practice; in a ſinful State, 
1 John v. 19. The whole World lieth in Wickedneſs. 
Running on in a ſinful Courſe, P/. xiv. They are 
all gone out 2 the M ay; that is, he is univerſally ſin- 
ful; this ſour Leaven hath leavened the whole 
Lump; every Part of Man, Head, Heart, Hands, 
Inſide, Outſide, all are full of Wounds, and Bruiſes, 
and putrifying Sores. 
Fer. xvii. g. The Heart of Man is deſperately wick- 
ed; it is become like thoſe bad Figs which Tere- 
mah ſpeaks of, thoſe that were „were very 

; and thoſe that were bad, were very bad; 
very Wickedneſs. 
It is expreſſed in the Abſtract, not wicked, but 
Wickedneſs, and in the plural Number, Wicked- 
neſſes: There is a Complication of all Sorts of 
Wickednefles ; and Sin is ſo rooted, and (as it 
were) incorporated into the Hearts of Men, as if 
their Natures were even tranſubſtantiated into a 


Maſs of Corruption. Is all this but Conceit? 


Gen. vi. 5. Gop ſaw that the Wickedneſs of Man 
was great in the Earth, and that every Imagination 
of the Thought of his Heart was only evil continu= 
ally, [Gop ſaw] Gop's Eyes cannot be deceiv'd ; 
Men may think they ſee what they ſee not, and 


may not ſee what is before their Eyes: But can 


Gop's Eyes fail Him? 


2. Taar Sin is the greateſt of Evils : The A- 


poſtle, to ſet forth the formidable Appearance 

that Sin had by the Law, expreſſes it thus, Rom. 

Vii. 13. That Sin might appear to be Sin: He could 
Vorl. XXX. U 


Fd 


hat Man is a great Sinner, 


had 


1 
. l 
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find out nothing more evil and odious, to expreſs 
it by, than itſelf. If he had ſaid, that Sin might 
appear to be a Snare, a Serpent, a Viper, a De- 
vil, an Hell, that had been much, but yet not 
enough to ſet forth this Evil of Evils : Sin never 
is ſeen in its perfect Odiouſneſs, but when it 
ſhews its own naked Face: We can never know 
how great an Evil Sin is, *till we know how good 
the Lorp is, how precious Chriſt is, how preci- 
ous the Soul of Man is, to all which Sin is ſo 
contrary and deſtructive. Rom. viii. 7. It is ſaid 
to be Enmity againſt Gop; Gop hath no Enemy 
in the World but Sin, and thoſe whom Sin hath 
made. Sin hath ſet all the Earth againſt the 
Gop of Glory. From this Enmity which Sin 
hath filled the Hearts of Men with, ariſe all their 
Rebellions againſt his Word and Government; 
all their Averſeneſs from his Ways, their Weari- 
neſs of his Service, their Frowardneſs, Murmur- 
ings, Impatiencies, and Frettings of Heart againſt 
his Diſpenſations and Providence. The Unruli- 
neſs and Stubbornneſs of 'the Wills of Men; the 
Diſtemper and Diſorders of their Paſſions and Af- 
fections, the Vanity, Vileneſs, and Confuſion of 
their Thoughts, the Defilement and Deadneſs of 
their Conſciences, the Ebullition of ſo many helliſh 
Lufts, ſetting Mens Hearts upon all Miſchief : 
Whence is a) 


Six hath made Men very Devils, ſet upon all 
Manner of Miſchief: :Devils againſt Gop, Ha- 
ting, Reproaching, Blaſpheming, Curſing, Fight- 
ing againſt Gop: There ſhould quickly be no 
Gop, nor Heaven, nor Being left, if the Wick- 
. edneſs of Man's Heart had Power anſwerable to 
his Malice. Devils againſt themſelves, ſet upon 
the Deſtruction of «their own Souls; there needed 
: * 9 Ot 
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thoſe Millions of damned Souls that are alrea 
tormented in thoſe Flames? Did Gop' damn 
many Souls for nothing, or for a Trifle, inflict fo 
great a Torment for a ſmall Offence ? What is it 
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not another Devil to tempt and devour them; if 
Gop ſhould but let them alone, they would _ 


make their Deſtruction ſure of themſelves. Devils 
one againſt another : There is not one Sinner, 


but if Gop ſhould pull up the Sluices, and let his 


Wickedneſs have its full Courſe, would do his ut- 
moſt to damn all the World, Enemies, Friends, 
Huſbands, Wives, Children, all ſhould be de- 
eee (hin Oe OT e eg 
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- AnD can there now be a greater Evil than this 
imagined ?: 1, you will ſay, if all this be true, it 
is a great Evil indeed: But may be for all theſe 

at Words, there may be no ſuch great Matter 
in it. Why, do but conſider what Sin hath done, 
and then you will ſee Reaſon to believe all that 
hath been ſaid: Go to Mount Calvary, and ſee 
what it hath done; What was it that ſlew the 
Loxp of Glory, that put Chrift to Death? Was 
it not thoſe Sins that were laid upon Him? Theſe 


were his Betrayers and Murderers. Theſe were 
the Thorns, the Nails, the Spear that wounded 


Him, the Gall and Vinegar that was given Him 


to drink. Let the Sweat, the Cries, the Groans, 
the Blood, the Soul that were preſſed and poured 
= by Sin, let theſe ſpeak if too much hath been 


* 


Turn aſide from Moumt Calvary, and go down 
to the Valley of Hinnom, lay your Ear to the Mouth 
of Tophet, and hearken what Work Sin hath done 


there. What is it that hath filled Hell fo full al- 


ready, that hath ſent down. Cain and Judas, with 


that hath caſt them in thither? Was it their 
2 U 2 Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs ? Was it not their Iniquities? If 
yu could ſtep down into thoſe Chambers of 
Death, and aſk thoſe wretched Creatures, Friends, 
Haw came you hither ® What would they anſwer ? 
Oh, it is our Sins that brought us into this Place of 
Torment : Oh, it was my Covetouſneſs brought me 
hither, would one ſay : Oh, it was my Lying brought 
me hither, ſays another: Oh, it was wy rich, or 
Paſſion, or my Wantonneſs, or my S tothfulneſs, 
that brought me hither, ſays a third. Ob Sin, Sin! 
thts is it for which we burn, we roar, we rave, we 
die, we die eternally. Can there be too much ſaid 
2 — Evil of Sin, that hath done all this Miſ- 


3. Sfiritual Sins are the greateſt of Sins. he 


By how much the more excellent the Soul is 
above the Body in its Nature, by ſo much the 
more vile and miſchievous,” being depraved with 
Sin. The Soul of Man is the prime Subject of 
the Image of Gop in Man; there was much of 
Gop to be ſeen in the Body, or Externals of 
Man; but the Face of Gop, the Glory of Gov, 
was ſtamped upon his Soul ; the Soul being cor- 
rupted, it became the expreſs Image of the Devil. 
Satan is rudely limb'd, ſome darker Shadows 
of him drawn on the outward Man, but he is 
dran out to the Life in the Soul; the very Face, 
the Heart of Satan, his Pride, Malice, Envy, 
Falſhood is engraven on the Heart. A proud 
Heart hath more of the Devil than a proud Look; 
Awanton Heart is more vile than a wanton Eye; 
'a murderous or adulterous Heart, is worſe than 2 
murderous or adulterous Act. It is true, when 
Sin is committed without, it is worſe than when 
it ſleeps in its Cauſes within; and Sin in its Birth, 
is worſe than in its bare Conception; and the Rea- 
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ſon is, becauſe when Sin is committed, there are 
both Parts, the outward and the ſpiritual together, 
there is the Sin of the Hand, and the Sin of the 
Heart too, to make up the Murder : But then, if 

ou ſhould diſtinctly conſider, that which the 
— hath done, towards the Murder, and that 
which the Hand hath done, the Heart's Part would 
appear to be incomparably the worſt. The Sins 
of the Heart are the Root Sins, the Spring that 
ſets all Wheels a going, the Fountain that ſets all 
the Streams a running, the Fire that ſets all the 
Furnace a ſmoaking: Carnal Men make little of 
outward Sins, nothing of ſpiritual. If they would 
not be Extortioners, or Oppreſſors, or Swearers, 
ſome of them, yet evil Thoughts may lodge in 
them, Luſt may bear the Rule in them, Pride, 
Envy, Ignorance, Heart-blaſphemy, theſe are 
ſcarcely accounted Evils ; What are Thoughts, a 
little inward - Diſcontent, Anger, and the like, 
that we ſhould trouble ourſelves with theſe? Oh! 
you do not know what there may be in a Thought, 
or a ſecret Luſt; there may be a thouſand evil 
Words and Actions, in the. Bowels of a few evil 
Thoughts; Luſts are big-bellied, a World of 


monſtrous Births are continually ſpringing forth 
from them : Beloved, if you. ſhoul 


examine all 
the Wickednefleſs of your Lives, Drunkenneſs, 

Gachs, Perjuries, and aſk 
them one by one, Drunkenneſs, whence art thou ? 
Adultery, whence comeſt thou? Oaths, Curſes, 
Lies, whence are all ye? Would they not all 
anſwer with the Apoſtle, Come we not hence, 


even from” thoſe s that war in your Mem- 
bers > Blame 2 Glrilins that they are ſo much 
afraid of their own Hearts, that they: take fo 
much Pains, ſpend fo much Time about purging, 
and waſhing, and watching theſe, keeping their 
Thoughts, governing their Paſſions, mortifying 
dur oe © U 3 their 


234 Vindiciæ Pietatis: Or, 
* Luſts : He that males nothing of an evi] 


ht, the Devil is like to N him to * 


chin in a _ Time. 
. is the Root of all Miſery * Miſeries of 


this Life, of all the Diſeaſes, Pains, Torments, 


Tumults, Commotions, Quarrellings, Contenti- 
ons, Murders, Oppreſſions, Wars, Ra Bo. Po- 
Peſtilence, ary all Sorts of Calamities that 
this World groans under; 7 _ ii. 17. H = 
not procured all theſe Things — If ; that is, by 
thine Iniquities? What a Worl had this World 
been, had it not been for Sin? A Paradiſe, all the 
Earth had been as the Garden of the Lox D; How 
great Peace had there been, had it not deen for 
this Make-bate! How great Joy, had it not been 
for this Tormentor ! How great Beauty and Or- 
der, had it not been for this, which is the Defor- 
mity and Confuſion of all Things ! What a World 
is this become by Sin! How full of Violence 
What Lions, Tygers, Wolves, are the Inhabi- 
tants thereof become one to another! What 
Thorns and Bryars are they, ſcratching and tear- 
ing one another | What ying, and Slandering, 
and Defaming, and Defrauding, and Quarrellings, 
and Fightings, are there —— forth! This 
Earth is even almoſt become an Hell! Whence 
is all this? The Apoſtle tells us, James iv. 1. 
From whence come Wars and — among yon? 


Come they not hence, even from your Luſts that war 


in your bers? Sinners lay the Blame of al: 
upon Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, and the Know- 
ledge of Gop- and Conſcience, and on ſuch Per- 


ſons as exerciſe themſelves in keeping a good. 


Conſcience, and walking holily, on bite 
Righteouſneſs. Theſe are the Troublers, theſe 
are the Diſturbers, theſe are the Fire-brands that 
ſet all in a * though they little think 


what 
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w been — World, if it had not — 6 
ſo much Preaching and Praying, and keeping ſuch 
ado about — is as much as to ſay, had 
been a better World, if Gop had not been in 
Fault; we may thank Gop and his Law, we 
may thank Chriſi and his Goſpel for all our Trou- 
bles. But let ſuch Blaſphemers know, that it is 
themſelves and their wicked Hearts, their Atheiſm 
and Ignorance, their Idolatries and Adulteries, 
their Pride and their Covetouſneſs, their Lewdneſs 
and Licentiouſneſs, that they owe all their Trou- 
bles and Miſeries to. Lam. i. Jeruſalem hath: fin- 


ned, therefore is ſhe removed; her Adverſaries are 


the chief, her Enemies proſper, her Filthineſs is yet 


| Now from all this it evidently follows, 
1. Twar no gin can properly be called little. - 


2. THAT mourning for Sin, praying, watch- 
ing, fearing, ſnunning Sin, with its . | 
Temptations, and very Appearances, are not En- 
thuſiaſtical, but reaſonable Service. 


Notwithſtanding all this Evil that is in Sin, this 
is it which carnal Men make matter of nothing; 
It is every Man's Caſe, we are all Sinners, and 
why ſhould we trouble ourſelves at that which we 
cannot help? And what a Wonder do they make 
at thoſe that are ſo fearful; and ſo: watchful; and 
ſo tender, and ſo much troubled when they fall 
into Sin, counting their Fear their Folly, and 
their Mourning Madneſs, as if it were a mere 
Scarecrow or à Bugbear, that they thus trouble 
themſelves about? If the Vail were taken off from 

wo - reve in „ {6:5 Jour 
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your Eyes; if you did but ſee Sin as it is, you, 


+ Is Sin nothing? Is Enmity againſt Gon, his 


Government, his Being, nothing? Are the Fruits 
of Sin nothing? Is Poverty nothing? is Sword, 
and Famine, and Peſtilence, nothing? Are all 
the bodily Diſeaſes that come upon you, and the 
Torment of them; is the Gout, and the Stone, 
and the Strangury, and the Pains of - Child-bear- 
ing, nothing? Are Death, and Hell, and the 
Vengeance of eternal Fire, ſuch flight Matters ? 
Is the Fruit ſo bitter and deadly, and do you think 
there is ſo little Hurt in the Root? You may as 
well count theſe Torments, which Sin hath 
brought upon the World, to be Conceits, or flight 
Matters, as have ſuch Thoughts of Sin. 


WrosoEveER makes nothing of Sin, makes 
light of Chriff ; whoſoever fears not, feels not, 
flies not, mourns not for Sin, as the moſt dread- 
ful of Evils, regards not Gop nor his Soul. He 
that hath ſo much Wit as to diſpute Sin into a 
Trifle, hath but little Underſtanding, and leſs Re- 
ligion : He that conceits a Cold FGop forgive me] 
will make him whole in his inward Diſeaſes, or 
make "Amends for his actual Wickednefs, if he 
prove not himſelf an Enthuſiaſt in the End, let 
= moſt circumſpeC Chriſtians paſs for Enchuſi- 


SinxERs, if you will not be convinced; if the | 


Scriptures do not convince you; if your Eyes and 
Ears do not teach you to underſtand Sin better, 
take Heed, leſt Gop teach you hereafter, as Gi- 
deon taught the Men of Succoth, With Briars and 
Thorns, with Fire and Brimſtone, and fetch his 

Proof from your Bones, and from your —_— 
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and cauſe the revenging Worm, when your Pangs 
ſhall come 1 to bring back the Memory 
of your ſlighted Sins upon you. n £3 off 


3. Tux Doctrine of Redemption is a real Truth: 
Need I prove this ? That Chri/t is true, the true 
Meſhah,. true Gop,. and true Man, had. a true 
Body, and a true Soul; that his Sayings were true: 
He was a true Prophet; and his Sufferings were 
true: He was a true Prieſt ; that as he is truly 
died, ſo he as truly roſe, aſcended, and is the 
Loxp both of the and of the Living, and 
is a true King; that he hath truly and fully ac- 
compliſhed his whole Undertaking. Am I ſpeak- 
ing to Fews or Pagans, that I need prove this ? 
Am I not ſpeaking to Chriſtians, who muſt prove 
themſelves Lyars if they deny theſe Things? But 
wherefore was all this? What came Cbriſi into the 
World for? Wherefore was He born? Wherefore 
did He live, die, riſe, aſcend? What was the In- 
tent of all this? Why, it was, to make à total 
and bleſſed Change upon the miſerable Condition, 
of whomſoever of this ſinful World ſhall embrace 
Him; it was to make this old World new, this 
crooked World ſtrait, this miſerable World bleſ- 
ſed : It was to bring. Deliverance to the Captives, and 
the opening of the Priſon to them that are bound, Iſa. 
Ixi. x. 75 make an End of Sin, to finiſh Tranſgreſſi- 
on, and to bring in 22 Righteouſneſs, Dan. ix. 
24. It was to undo all that Miſchief which Sin and 
the Devil hath wrought, and brought upon this 
World. 1 John iii. 8. For this Cauſe the Son 
Gon was manifeſted, that He might deſtroy t 
Wirks of the Devil. It was to aboliſh Death, and 
bring Life and Immortality to Light. It was to re- 
deem from all Iniguity, and to purify to Himſelf a 
liar People, zealous of good Works, Tit. ii. 14. 
was, that being delivered from our Enemies, noe 
| | mig 


23 8 JV. indicie Pietatis: 


might ſerve Him without Fear, in Holineſs ind 
Righteouſneſs all the Days of our Lives, And laſt- 
ly, to redeem us, 1 Pet. i. 4. To an Inheritance in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and that ow not away, re. 
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I. To an Inheritance. | 


„Cunterians are n deticf . 
redeemed from their Houſe of: Bondage, and then 
left to ſhift for themſelves, or to periſſi in the Wil- 
derneſs; they are redeemed to an Inheritance, they 
are a purchaſed: 1 — ie chem 2 
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World: If Chrift had come to deſtroy the World, 
could He have been leſs welcome ? If the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel, had been Meſſengers ſent up 
from the bottomleſs Pit, to deſtroy Souls, to dra 
them down to everlaſting Darkneſs, there coul 
hardly have been a greater Hate and Out- cry 
than there is againſt it and them. Surely ſuch a 
Meſſage, and ſuch a Meflenger, deſerves better 
Welcome, and better Uſage. ne RE 


Bur to our Purpoſe : | You have heard what 
that Redemption is, which the Goſpel brings us: 
Now doth: Chri/t do his Work by Halves ? De- 
liver out of Priſon, and leave his ranſomed Ones 
in their vile Priſon-Garments ? Redeem them from 
Death, and not redeem them from Iniquity ? Was 
this the Intent of Chrift in dying for Sinners, that 
they might play the Beaſts, and the Rebels more ſe- 
curely ? Doth the Law of Faith, make void the Law 
of Righteouſneſs:? Doth it not-eftabliſh it ? 


 Harn He died to purge, and purify, and waſh, 
and cleanſe his People, and when all comes to: all, 
is this nothing but a Cheat? As certain as it is 
that Cbriſi did not barely perſonate a Redeemer, 
ſo certain it is, that his Redeemed do not bare- 
ly perſonate Saints. Let all the World be Judges 
what Regard thoſe Perſons have for Chriſt, that 
have no better Opinion of the Fruits of his Death: 
Hence it appears: r 1k l | | 
1. THAT the Redemption of a Sinner is the Deftruc- 
tion of Sin; Chrift tied — Men from their Sins, 
ut in them; to redeem from all Iniguity as well as 


from Mratb-. ne WY 
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2. THAT Redemption and Regeneration are linked” 
treether ; He that is bought from being a „ 
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born a Sen; he that is not Partaker of the renewing 
of the Holy Ghoft, is not Partaker of the Redemption 


Tre Doctrine of Redemption by Chr is abu- 
ſed by wilful Sinners, and made to ſerve as their 
great Plea againſt the Neceſſity of Holineſs : Con- 
vince them of Sin, of the Neceſſity of turning, of 
the Danger of continuing, and going on, here 
they preſently take Sanctuary, Chrift died for Sin. 
ners; and here they think themſelves ſufficient!y 
ſecured, not only againſt all the Thieatnings of 
Wrath, but againſt all Exhortations to Holineſs, 
Argue with them from the Command of Gop, 
Caft away your Tranſgreſſions, why will ye die? 
Turn and live. From the — of God, 
Tf ye live after the Fleſh ye ſhall die. Yet this they 
think will anſwer all your Arguments, Chrift died 
for Sinners; I put my Truft in Chrift that I ſhall be 
| ſaved. | What, truſt in Chri/?, and not turn to 
Chrift ? Hope to be ſaved by Chriſt, and refuſe to 
be ſanctiſied ? Will Chrift redeem thoſe from the 
Curſe, who will not be redeemed from Iniquity! 


Wit r you walk in Wantonneſs, Laſciviouſneh, 
Luſt, Exceſſes, and then come and take Hold of a 
Redeemer, as if you were delivered to do all this 
Wickedneſs ? /s my Houſe become a Den of Robbers? 
Are the Redeemed of the Lox D a Generation of 
Rebels, Liars, Proud, Covetous, Blaſphemers! 
Are theſe the Followers of the Lamb ? 


_  CHRIsTIANITY without Godlineſs, this is 2 


Fancy indeed: Let every one that nameth the Lord 


 Feſus depart — Iniquity : Either turn from Ini- 
_ quity, or talk no more of Chrift, 20 
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Tak Heed, Sinners, and let not the Goſpel 
undo you, let not Mercy damn you; put not 
our Faith to do the ſad Office of Infidelity. Be- 
hed. let it never be ſaid while the Juſt live, you 
muſt die by your Faith; this is like to be your 
Caſe, you would never have dared ſo to have 
lighted Holineſs, and perſiſted in Sin, had it not 


* 


7 


You muſt have another Chriſt, another Goſ- 


pel, ere ever you can be ſaved in your ſinful State, 


Rom. viii. 1. There is no Condemmation to theni-which 
are in Chrift Fejus, who watk not after the Fleſh, 


but after the Spirit. 


THis is the Goſpel, wherein you have the Be- 
liever's Charter, and the Believer's Character: His 
Charter He fhall no come ints Condemnation. His 
Character, He walks not after the Fleſh , but after 
the Spirit? That is, He is a Man of a godly Life. 
Whom doth the Goſpel ſecure from Condemnation ? 
Why, thoſe that are in Chriſt. But who are they? 
Why, only thoſe who walk not after the Fleſh, but 
after the Spirit; thoſe that walk otherwiſe, can have 
no Benefit by the Goſpel. You all ſtand as cor- 
victed. Malefactors, guilty: of Death. You; have 


linned, and what have you to ſay, why you 


ſhould not die, and have your Sentence of Con- 


demnation paſt upon you? May be you will ſay 
| The Goſpel will I hope, ſecure me No Sinner, thou 


canſt not have it, thou art one that liveſt after 
the Fleſh, and canſt not have the Benefit of 


the Goſpel. This is the Law, and the Goſpel 


ſays not one Word to reverſe it; F ye live af- 


| er the \Flefb, ye fhall die: Cini never intended 


the Benefit of his; Redemption to any of you, 


whether you would repent. or no, be Holy or 
no; you may as well write this for Goſpel, He 


Vol. XXX. W that 
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that believeth ſhall! be damned, as this, He that 
obeyeth not the Goſpel ſhall be ſaved : And you 
may as well ſay, that ſinning is ſerving of CH, 


as that thoſe that live after the Fleſh, wa th the 
1 22 3 | 


11. Tur Doctrine of Ng is a real 
Truth : There are three Things "moſt evident 
Concerning this : 


hn Tuar there is ſuch a Change, and that 
neceflary. to Salvation. 


2. THAT this is a great and mighty Change, 


3. THAT this is an inward. Change. 


1 Thar there is ſuch a Grace as Regenerati 
on, and that neceſſary to Salvation, John iii. 3. 
Except a Man be born again, he cunnot ſee the 
Kingdom f GOD. | 


2. Tnar the Change that is end by Re- 
generation is à great and mighty Change; it is as 
great as the making rd of nothing : Re- 
generation is a new Creation; It is as great 3 
the raiſing up of Ferſons from Death to Life. 
Regeneration is a Reſutrection: You hath He 
guided, who wer? dead in Tre pe paſſes and S115, 
Eph. ii. 1. There is as great a Power, as much 
of Divinity, manifeſted in quickning a dead Soul, 
as in 8 a dead Body. 


Warn G old: confirm the Faith of the 
Jeuu, concerning their Reſtoration, after their 
cutting off, which the Apoſtle tells us ſhall be as 


Life from the Dead: He evidences that He - 
able 


„ 


2 RW. 


© 
r 
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able to accompliſh it by his making dry Bones 
to live: Ezek. xxxvii. 3 Can theſe Bones live? Son 
of Man, propheſy unte theſe Bones , ſay unto them, 
Ob ye dry Bones, hear the Mord of the Lorp : It was 
a ſtrange Service the Prophet was was put upon; 
but yet he prephelies ; wk. behold there was a 
great ſhaking, and Bone came to his Bone, and they 
were covered with Sinews, and with Fleſh, and the 
Breath of Liſe was breathed into them, and they 
294 upon their Feet a great Army : Theſe Bones, 


1 ith the LorRp, are the Houſe of [irael and Judah. 


That is, as they lay in their State of Rejection 
from Gon; and if the Loxp could not have made 
theſe Roney to lives He had failed of his Confir- 
mation of their Faith, touching the Reſtoration 
of this dead People. 


Wund the. Miniſters of the - Goſpel are ſent 
forth to preach to Sinners, it is even as likely a 
Service, as.if.they had been ſent among the Tombs, 
and the Graves, to propheſy to the Skulls, and 
the Bones, and the Duſt of the Dead? And if there 
were not a Divine and Almighty Power accompa- 
nying their; Miniſtry, their Succeſs would be the 
fame, as if they had been Preaching the Beaſts 
of the Field into Men, or of Stones attempting 


to raiſe up Children unto Abraham. 


3. Ir is an inward C ; Regeneration is 


the uniting of dead Souls to C i/ i/t, Gal. iv. 19 My 
little Children, of whom I travel in Birth, Punt 
 Chrift be formed in jou: 


Haag note three Things, 


195 Tnar che Reſult of this Union with Clnih, 
is a new erer 1 John v. 12. He that hath the Son, 


. 
W 2 Is 


— 


f 
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- 4, this Generation, there is a Death and” a 


a Death, Colof. iii. 3. T7 are dead; that is, 
Your Sins are dead, your old Man' is dead ; Our 
old Man ts crucified with Hm, Rom. vi. 6. 


2. A Life: There is a new Senſe and Motion; 
there is a living Power communicated to Souls u- 
nited to Cbriſt, whereby they are enabled to 
move and act, in fuch an holy, fpiritual, and 
heavenly Way, as was impoſſible before: Grace 
is a living Thing, that ſpirits and animates all the 
Faculties a new ; that puts Life into all the Duties 


and Performances of the Saints; which though for 
the Matter of them they might have done before, 


yet they were but the dead Carcaſles of Duties, 
rather than the Things themſelves. b : 


2. Trrs new Life is a new Natur-; the Saints 


participation of the Nature of Chriſt, a Change 


of the Qualities of the Soul: They are new Crea- 


tures, that have paſſed the new Birth: The ſecond 


Adam as well as the firſt, brings forth his Children 
in his own Likenefs : The Divine Birth, is the 
forth of the Divine Nature: 2 Pet. i. 4. 
As they ſaid vainly, The Gops are come down in 
the likeneſs of Men : It may be here ſaid truly; Men 
are raiſed up in the Likenefs of Gop, renewed af- 
ter his Image, made Partakers of his Holineſs : 


Fhoſe that put any Thing leſs in this Change make 


Regeneration to be as very a Contradiction as the 
Popiſh Tranſubſtantiation. Bread is made a Gop, 
and yet is Bread ſtill: A Brute is made a Saint, and 
yet remains a Brute ſtill. A Gop under the Ac- 


eidents of Bread, and a Saint under the Qualities | 
of 'a Swine. e = Ee FS 0 © 4: 7 


: 2. | Tears 


* 
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2. THis new Nature, is à glorious Nature, 
comprehending in it that Divine Light, whereby 
the Saints are enabled to underſtand and look in- 
to the Depths of Eternity, the inviſible Things of 
Gop, the Myſteries of the glorious Goſpel, that 
Divine Love, and Faith, and Hope, and the whole 
Train of glorious Graces, together with thoſe 
Principles of Righteouſneſs, Truth, Mercy, Cha- 
rity, whereby they are made capable of enjoying 
Communion with Gop, of bearing his Name, 
ſhewing forth his Virtues and Praiſes before the 
World, and doing his Will: In ſum, it is the 
Image of Gop, the Epiſtles of Chrift, written up- 
on the Tables of their Hearts. HOT MO 


WHAT a ftrange Piece of Vanity ſhould we 
make of the Scriptures, if all theſe high and va- 
rious Expreſſions, ſhould ſignify no mote than that 
empty and 'pityful Thing that carnal Men count 
Religion]! That ever that ignorant, ſottiſh, formal, 
brutiſh Generation, which have no more of the 


| Knowledge of Gop than an Heathen, no more of 


the Life of God than a Stock, no more of Religi- 
on, than to ſay over a Prayer by rote; fo far from 
being Partakers of the new Nature, that they know 
not Whether there be any ſuch Thing, or. what it 
is: That ever ſuch a blind, ſenſeleſs Multitude,. 

ſhould; be imagined to be the Perſons whom the 
Scripture-means, by new Creatures, the Children 
60 ob, the Children of Light, the Images of Gon 
Much more that thoſe who live after the Fleſh, 
who are proud, coyctous, ſenſual, filthy, beaſtly 
in their Conyerſations,. yet if they have been bap- 
tized, and paſſed under the ſacramental Regenera- 
tion, and do hut ſay now and then, I Repent, or 
Gop forgive me, that theſe alſo are the Children 
of God, and have all that new Birth which is ne- 


ceſſary to their ſeeing the Kingdom of Gop, who 


91 can 
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can with any Colour of Reaſon imagine? Such as 
can make themſelves believe this, have made ſuch 
"a Forfeiture of their Underſtandings, that they 
may be like in Time to believe, that the Detil 
is Gop, and that Hell is Heaven; and may even 
take up the Alcoran for their Bible. 
-- SINNERS, , conſider with yourſelf, is there any 
ſuch Thing as the New Birth? Can there be a New 
Birth, without a | New Life? Doth Cbriſt bring 
forth dead Children? Or do dry Bones live? Doth 
the Goſpel bring forth monſtrous Births ? Children 
without Eyes, without an Head, without an Heart, 
er Heart of a 1 a] Face of a 
- Man ? Doth it bring forth Serpents, Vi Do 

_Swine, for its Children, and muſt the Kingdan 
of Heaven be peopled with ſuch Inhabitants as 
. theſe ? If theſe. be Children of the Kingdom where 
or who are the Children of this World ? Are the 
. Nathanaels, the Iſraelites indeed, in whom there is 
no Guile:: Are theſe the true Seed, and the Saints. 
. ſpurious? Are theſe the Sons, and the Saints, Ba- 
On if you will let theſe vile ones of the Earth 
go, as none of the Seed; take the beſt,” that have 
the faireſt Face of Religion without the inſide, the 
New Nature; are theſe they-? Is the Shadow tile 
Subſtance, and the Subſtance but a Shadow ? To 
- *fay that the inward Life of Godlineſs, the Spirit 
and Soul of Chriſtianity, is but a Conceit, and 
this Out-fide is all, this is Chriſtianity, is as good 
Reaſon as to affirm, that a Picture is a Man, and 
"that a living Man is but a Picture. 


- Bexce it follows :. 
REES - R T. THAT 


2 'T 
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1. THaT Regeneration is not the Counterfeit of 


1D 
þ a Change ; there is ſome Difference hereby put, 
y betwixt Perſons and Perſons the Regenerate and 
11 the Unregenerate, are not one and the ſame, no, 
n more than the Living and the Dead. 
2. Ir is not a bare relative Change; as Juſtifi- 
| cation-and Adoption are held to be; there- is a 
* Change of Nature wrought by it, and not barely 
5 of R tion: e 01 en 44 | 
th 3. Ir is not a ſuperficial Change; or merely 
A outward that goes only Skin deep : It is not, as. 
5 it is ſaid concerning Baptiſm, only the waſhing 
away of the Filth: of the Fleſh, the cleanfing of 
55 thy Out- ſide, and leaving Luſt to reign within: 
" W Regeneration is the Change of the Man, and not 
- barely of the Manners. CE REST in ae: 
ll 4. In this Change we may read all GodlineG,. 
ve may underſtand much of our Work, by og 
A ferving Gop's Work upon us: As Gop in 
* making Men living Souls, does thereby tell us, He 
| expects other Things from them, than from dead 
Stocks and Stones; and in making them reaſon- 
th able Souls, intimates, that he expects they ſhould 
re live other Lives, than Dogs or Swine, ſo in makin 
ie them Chriſtians, making them Partakers of the 
le Divine Nature, He makes it evident, that He ex-. 
o MM petts they ſhould live another Life than other Men. 
id Tre new Life, or Life of Godlineſs, may be 
d read in our New Birth, or New Natures : The Re- 
d generate are faid, Epheſ. ii. 10. To be created in 
Chrift Feſus unto good Works, which Gop had before 
ordained that they ſhould walk in them : Created unto; 
good Works: © © 1 F 
T. | | 


Tur notes two Things, 


| 1. I- 


. > pO * E th D — ye 1 
avis. - : _ - 1 4 


. for it. What is there in the whole Frame of the 
' Religion of che Vulgar, but a carnal Man may 
reach to 3 For the — Part of it, ſa ing, 
or hearing of a Prayer, obſerving of Days, Rites, 
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1. IxT ENDE to good Works 
2. Fir to good Works, ver”: 


"=, 1. Tuar! in their new making, they u were in- 
tended to good Works; this Was Gop's Mind 
and Meaning; He fore · ordained that they ſhould 
walk in them: He did not ſet up ſuch a Light in 


Man, to be put under a Buſhel : He beſtowed not 
kin, A Talent on Man, to be bound up in a Nap- 
IN. 


. "Tra 1 in es new s making, they were fit 


| ted to good Works, created to good Works, that 


is they were indued with ſuch a Divine Light, ſuch 

holy Principles, Powers, Affections, Diſpoſitions, 

E eee as fitted emp for an rw ative 
ife. 


Gop did not new-make Men for nothing ; 
but for ſomething of Worth, and real Excellency, 
or elſe he would. not have been at ſuch Coſt in pre- 
ring Men for. it: If there were no other odly 
Life, than that which the World count God- 
there needed no new Creation to fit Man 


and Cuſtoms. What great Diffculty is there in 


that ? May not even a Publican do the ſame ? Yea, 
may not 2 Harlot, a Drunkard, an Ideot, do the 
ſame ? Such Deyotions will neither diſturb their 
Luſts, nor yet will their Luſts diſtaſte or diſable 
to ſuch Devotions: And for the Righteouſneſs of 
it, to laue thaſe that love them, to be good Neighbours, 
to be no E xtortioners, no Adulterers. There is not 


ſo very much in ns do not even the Phar 925 P 


1 
1 
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the ſame? TWhat do you more than others? ſaid Chrift 
to his Diſciples. ns e 1 Ai 


WHaT ſingular or excellent Thing do ? 
Gop hath done ſingularly well by you; you are 
fearfully and wonderfully made, (as it is true of 
the natural, fo much more of your new Birth) 
and curioufly wrought, not in the lower Parts of 
the Earth, but in the higheſt Heavens; you are 
born from above, Gop hath done more for you 
than for others; What do you more than others? 
Some it may be, would have anſwered, Why, 
there is no more to be done; all that is done 
more than others do, is meer Fancy : But belov- 
ed, when you look upon that ſapleſs, lifeleſs, emp- 

Way of Religion, which others are content 
with, methinks your Reaſons ſhould demand, 
What, hath Gop new-made me, made me Par- 
taker of the Divine Nature, of the Life of Gon, 
for no more but this? Hath God given ſuch a 
glorious Goſpel, raiſed up ſuch a mighty Saviour, 
who hath ſhed ſuch precious Blood, ſent forth 
ſuch a glorious Spirit, given Commiſſion to - ſuch 
Multitues of heavenly Ambaſſadors, to Preach, Per- 
ſuade, Beſeech, Exhort, to travel in Birth with me, 
till Chriſt hath been formed in me, and all this, 
to bring me to no better a Life than this? Surely 


there is ſomething farther, that the Loxp hath 


been at all this Coſt, and built this Structure for. 


STvupy this new Birth, ſtudy the new Creation 
more throughtys and if you ſee not the moſt holy, 
heavenly, ſpiritual Converſation, that is pleaded 


for radically and ſeminally in the Bowels of it, then 
let Godlineſs paſs for a Fancy for ever; | Let the 
Regenerate but live according to their new Na- 
ture, and if that be not the very godly Life we 
contend with you about, then call us what you will. 
- 7 5. FAITH 
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F. FAiTH is no Fancy, Heb. xi. 1. Faith is the 
Ground, or the Sub/iftence of Things hoped for, and 
'the Evidence of Things not ſen. It hath a ſure 
Foundation on which it is. bottomed; That fur: 
Herd of Promiſe, 2 Pet. i. 19. to which. (ſaith the 
Apoſtle) ye de well that ye take Heed. There is a 
Believing on Chriſt for Salvation, and a Believing 
that we ſhall be ſaved by Chrift; the former is called 
the dire? Ad of Faith, and is the Soul's accepting 
of Chriſt for Lokp and Saviour, and reſting upon 
Him for Life; this is founded on the Rock of Ages, 
on the Veracity and Faithfulneſs of that God that 
cannot lie; who hath ſaid, John iii. 16. l hoſocver 
believeth: on bis Son ſhall no! periſh, but have everlia/t- 
ing Liſe. The latter is called, the reflex Ae of Fait!, 
and hath-its Foundation partly on the rd of Gon 
without them, partly on the ort of Gon within 
them: And this Faith, or rather this Act of Faith, 
if the former hath been firſt put forth, is ſuch alſo 
as will never deceive. As thoſe that truſt in Gop, 
becauſe they have the Word and Oath of Gon, 
ſhall not be confounded, but have ſtrong Conſola- 
tion, ſo thoſe that believe they ſhall be ſaved, be- 
cauſe they find their Hearts parifed ; who believe 
that their Names are written in Heaven, becauſe 
y find the Law and Image of Gop written on 
their Hearts; who believe that they ſhall not come 
into Condemnation, becauſe they are in _Chri/t, 
and walk not: after: the, Fleſh, but after the Spirit; 
who believe they ſhall overcome Death, becauſe 
they have overcome the World. 


Tuossx that on ſuch Grounds as theſe. believe 
they ſhall be ſaved, it ſhall certainly be unto them 
according to their Faith; if it be thus with them 
indeed, if they walk nat after the Fleſh, byt-after tht 
Spirit; if their Hearts be purified, the Ward of the 
Lond ſtands good and ſure to them, that 4h /59/ 


na! 
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not come into Condemmation; and they ſhall as infalli- 
bly be ſaved, as if their particular Names had been 
written in the Promiſe: The Veracity of Gop 
ſtands as firmly engaged to make good conditional 
Promiſes, where the Condition is fulfilled, as if the 
Promiſe had been abſolute. W 


THERE'is a Faith which is à meet Fancy: The 
Faith of Enthuſiaſts, who believe above and beſides 
what is written: The Faith of Ignorants, whoſe 
Belief is (according to the Athenians Worſhip) on 


| the untnoton God. The Faith of Idlers, who be- 


lieve they ſhall reſt with Chrif, though my never 
laboured with Him: The Faith of the Profane, 

who believe they ſhall be ſaved, though they be not 
ſanctified: Such Faith is meer Fancy; Opinion or 
Pieſumption you may call it rather than Faith: 
You that are ignorant, idle, profane, and unfanc- 
tihed, and yet believe you ſhall be ſaved, you be- 
lieve a Lie; you believe that which God hath ne- 
ver ſaid ſhall be; nay, you believe that which Gop 
hath ſaid ſhall never be; I/. xxvii. 11. They are a 
People of no Under /*?ancing, therefore He that made 
them, will not ſave them. 1 Cor. vi. 10. Such ſhall 
n:ver inherit the Ningum of Gon. Hear, Sin- 
— hear; Gop muſt be à Liar, or your Faith a 
ö te. LES ag „„ 4 SSH F5 e. #4 CS * 


Bor the Faith that hath been before deſcribed, 
1s that precious tried Faith, by which whoſoever: 
believes ſhall not be confounded. Chriſtians, you 


that have obtained ſuch precious Faith, a Chriſt- 


embracing Faith, an Heart- pur ifying, a Fleſh*mor- 
tifring, a World - conqueting Faith, you may ven- 
ture ſafely upon it; if ever this Faith deceive you, 
Gop hath deceived you, the Scriptures have de- 


ceived you, Chri/t hath deceived you. Let the 


=_ 
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Eathuſiaſtick World laugh, and mock, and cal 
your Conſolations Deluſions, your Confidence Con. 
ceit, or what they will, let them alone, you muſt 
give Loſers Leave to talk and laugh; Ee Caft nut 


Au "0 — 0avmey * * 10. e, of 


6. Tux Doctrine concerning Gud Warks is a 
certain Truth. In his I ſhall bew, 


b "Fi 115, Wnar we are to underſtand by Good 
Horks: A Good Hark in general, is an holy or gra- 
cious Action: Lo the making up whereof theſe 
Four Things are . A 


* 


. Tus 0 muſt be good from which it 
proceeds, it muft be from an honeſt and upright 
Heart, Tow: 2 n e from Faith un- 
ne 


2. Tur Matter muſt be good; dowd — that 


is. a commended » He bath ee Nn 0 u, what | 


386 gs 


3. Tur Form or Manner of doing muſt be 
— it muſt be well done: This takes in the 

onſideration of all its Circumſtances, of Time, 
r Se. 


' 494 Tas End — be _—_ it muſt be done to the 
wn t's of op. 


As to the particular Kinds of God funde, they 
are not eaſily reckoned up: The Papiſts talk litile 
of any Cod H/orts, but the Exerciſes of Bounty 
and Liberality, in Giving Alms, Feeding the Hun- 
gry, loathing the Naked, Viftting and. Relieving 
N n — of Anz h Zuſes, Collegs 


N * 
* 
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und the like upon which inſiſt ſo much, as if 


there were ſcarce any other Good I oris but ſuch 
as theſe: But we may not confine them within ſo 
narrow a Compaſs. Goed Works ſignify the Tame 
with a ife ; the Doing and 0 ſerving all 
Things which Gop hath commanded us: Our living 
holily, honeſtly, circumſpectly, fruitfully, impor:s 
the ſame with our doing Good Works, the exerci- 
ſing of all the Graces of Chris, Faith, Love, Hope; 
the ſubduing and mortifying of Luſt and Corrup- 
tion, the, governing our Hearts and Tongues, the 
ordering of our Carri towards m—_—_ and Men; 


all AQ. of Reli ſneſs, Mercy, Cha- 
rity, Praying, Faſtin Sanctifyi 7 the 
Sabbath; Lending, Giving, ming food 
—— — Exhortin — — . Com- 
follow wp key rr ng the aene-F Cn Fa ith, 
owin ting t I ai 
layin — Trclhres in = and — theſe 
are Good Works: Every Thing is a Good Mort, 
which Gop will ſay at laſt, Well done 
— Rrfut Servant. In al theſe the Loxp 


— 


1. Tuar we act to our utmoſt, What thine 
Hand findeth to do, and ſo what th Head or Heart 
findeth to do, do it with all thy Might. Be zealous 
of good Works, not flothful in Buſmeſs, but fervent 
in Spirit, ſerving the RY e in bun 
if the Lokp. 


2. Tua a&t in theſe to theEnd en 
Deut. vi. 2. Fear the LORD thy God, and keep 
all his r ee 


thy Life. 


W Intermidion t x 
There muſt not only be na 
Vor. XXX. tinuance 


* 
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 tinuance, in Well-doing. Gen will not have any 


Chaſms or Vacuities in our Lives, but every Day 
muſt be filled up with the Duties of it. Chriſti 
ans muſt not thiak of getting, to Heaven fer ſal- 

tum, they muſt not leap, but walk; they muſt 
not leap aver a Duty, or leap over a Day, null 
dies, fine linen. The Law of Gop doth. not allow 
a Day to ſin, nor abate us one Day's Work. To 
demand a.Breathing-time from the Service of Gop, 
is to deſite ſo much Time for the Service of Sin, 
We are ever ſerving one Maſter or the other; we are 
certainly ſerving Sin, When we are not, in one 


Seba THAT Cad Il ins [ares neceſſary, 
to Salvation ſo as though we are not like to 
be ſaved by our Works, yet we cannot be ſaved 
ithout them. He that works not, ſhall not eat 

ad: in the Kingdom of Gop. The everlaſting 
Reſt is not for Loiteters, but for Labourers. Not 
every.ove that faith unte Me, Lon, Lok p, hl 
enter inta the Kirgdom of Heaven, but he that dati 
the Will of my Father which is in Heaven. Faith 
cannot ſave us without Works. The Apoſtle tells 
us, ume ii. 26. Feith cvithout Works ts. dead; and 
a dead Faith cannot bring us to Life. "Therefore 
the Apaſile Par! fo vehemently charges, Tit. iii. 8, 
This is a ſuithſul Saying,. and theſe Things I will that 
thou'affirm conflantlys, that thry which have. beireved 
in Go may be careful to maintain good Horks,. for 
theſe Things are goed and |refitable to Men. Where 


__ obſerve: thePreface' to the Charges Th:5:5 a faithful 


Sayings. that is, a true Saying, and a great Truth, a 
worthy Saying, worthy to be delivered, worthy to 
be received, And theſe Things I will that thau firm 
conflantly, or teach conſtantly, or ſtrenuouſly, or 
reſolvedly, he not beaten off from it. Why, what 
is this great Truth? This is it, That: they — 


** 


r / I. 
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have believed in 'GoD, as ever they would that theil 
Faith ſhould fland them in any Stead, muſt be careful 
to maintain good Works: Not only to de good Works, 
but to mama, or to excell and abound in good 


Works 4 voy gry are 4 5 and. ER 17 
Mon. 
oh 


Now * me n of alt the World, 'Whire | 
hes the Enthuſiaſm of all this? Which of theſe 
Doctrines is it that is but a Conceit? Is it this, 
That Chriftians muſt not only be Believers, but mit 
do good Works? Is it this, That they mit work 
with ail their Migb-, that they m be doing to the 
End of their Days, that they continue ut ther 
Wirk with out Inter mifſion : Thari is, that they muſt 
beſtow none of their Time on the Devil, but all 
on Gon?” Or is this the Conceity That this Well. 
dhing is neceſſary to our Well-being 2” Let this" be 
granted, that there is no Fancy in all this, I have 
at once "diſpatched my whole Undertaking ;”and if 
I — — more to ſay, I have ſufficiently made it 

ou, that aria Godlineſs is no F For 
— ine of Gd Forks, which I hase 7d be- 
fore you, this is Godlineſs; Godlineſs in the great- 
eſt Severity and Strictneſs of i it; grant aNecefhty of 
ſuch a Life as this, and vou grant all that is deſired. 
And can any of this be denied? | Muſt we ferve 
the LoxD? To be doing Good, is the ſame with 
ſerving God. Muſt we ſerve the'Loxd only and 
wholly? May not Sin claim a Share, and no 
and then ſomething be done for the Devil? Muſt 
we ſerve the Lonp with all our Might, or may 
leſs ſerve ? Conſider that Scripture, Lx#r xvii. 10. 
When yon have done all that you can," ſay, Me ure un- 
profitable Servants, we have done no more than was our 


Dury to do. When we habe unto Gon all 
that we owe Him, . the leſh and ear 
ale the reſt," * D ov ov #59 5 
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| BeLoveD, conſider what I have ſaid, and ob- 
ferve whether all that Diligence, Faithfulnefs, Zea], 
Tenderneſs, and Precifeneſs, which the ſtricteſt 
Chriſtians either practiſe or profeſs, be not includ- 
ed in theſe three Things, to ſerve the Loxp with 
all our Might, to the End of our Days, and in 2 
conſtant and continued Courſe of Godlineſs. 


- CnRr13STIANS,now that you ſee how little Weight 
or Reaſon hitherto there appears, in this Charge of 
the World againſt us, let us be encouraged to hold 
faſt, and hold on our holy Courſe ; let our Prac- 
rices be exact according to our Principles, and let 
our Principles alone to plead for themſelves ; Gop 
will plead for them againſt all theWorld : Let us not 
give Occaſion to evil Men to charge us with Looſe- 
neſs, and then we may give them Leave to charge 
us with over-much Strictneſ es. 


Bor oh, how much Reaſon have we to blame 
_ ourſelves on the one Hand, whilft they injuriouſly 
blame us on the other, too ſtrict, too preciſe, too 
painful in the Work of the Lon Dp? Ob, how 
ſadly deficient rather are we! How ſpare are our 
Duties ! how little is our Care! We need not feat 
any Exceſs, where we feel ſo many Defects. Oh, 
how ſcanty are our Services for our Gop! How 
barren are our Fields! How thin do our good 
Fruits ſpring up! Sinners, charge us with our 
Barrennefs, and we will join with you in the Charge; 
the Lonp pardon us, it is but little that we have 
brought forth; our good Fruits are but like 2b: 


Gleanings of the Harveſt, here and there an Ear, 
or a poor Handful; or like the Gleanings of the | 


Ou Tres, Ifa. xvii. 6. _ or three or the 
Top of the uppermoaſi Bough, ſonr or frue in the out- 
el fruitful Branches. Blelſed be Gon for any 
Thing; but wo to us that there is no more; — 
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but here alittle. and there à little, here a Line and 
there a Blank that we have to {hew. O how many 
Chaſms and Vacuities are there to be found in our 
Courſe f How many empty, Hours, and empty 
Days, have we. lived, concerning which, if we 
ſhould, have atked, Anima guid feci/ts hodie?, Soul, 
| what Account canſt thou give of this Day's Work ? 
Inſtead of giving in aur Bill, we muſt give in a 
Blank, and write down nothing but perdidi, perdidi, 
[ have loſt a Day more. Oh —— let us take 
heed of giving in any more ſuch; blank Accounts, 
leſt from our perdidi we ſhould at laſt. come to write 
down perii; I am loſt, I am undone; I have loſt 
lo much Time, that now I have loſt a Soul. 


| BeLOvED, whilſt others beſpatter our Diligence, | 
let us bewail our Negligence, let us bewail it, and 
amend. If to be ſtrict, and watchful, and fruitful, 
be to be vile and fooliſh, let us reſolve with that 
holy King, We will be more vil: than this, ue till 
be more fooliſh thun this, if this be Folly. W hilit 
Men Charge us, that our Religion is Fancy, we 
have no ſuch Way to vindicate it, and prove it a 
Reality, as by being more religious, more ſtrictly 
ſo, more fruitſully ſo: Our 1 in gcod 
Works will be — Proof of our Siacetity, and will 
ſlence our Adverſaries Calumnies· ed Weak e 


Sw is ale much: in this Doctrine ef Cod 
Wark) and ali neceſſary te Saluation ? I bo then can 
„e bd, May nat a Geed eee up 
the Defett of G,. Works? + We baue baurd that 
Go: accepts: the Mill for the Deed and tus hege, 
that the we have done littles 2 bong * 
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Tnovon this be a Truth in many Caſes, that 4 
willing Mind is with Gop, — there is 
little done; —— 8 becauſe it hath been by divers much 

abuſed, and this Miſtake hath proved 
— — to many a Soul, being made uſe of to ſerve 
for an Excuſe of a lazy Heart, and barren Life; 
give me Leave, before I proceed, to turn aſide a 
kttlez and to ſhew you, in what Senſe the Will 
wed ie eptepthe nr rings is not done. 


„ Terms is exs is a Queſtion «amongſt the School- 


where the Act follows 
— not at great a Guilt-in the Sight of 


GoDy as both the Will and the A? And Du- 
randus determines it thus; The Reaſon why the Mill 
ma brings not 


e the Willis not ſe he full and 
reſolved; or elſe, becauſe thoug 
—— there is ſe — — th 
Execution. — al. ſays he, where 
the Reaſon of not acting the — 1s the Incompleat- 
Worm there the Will without the Add is not 
at great à Sin as the Will and Alt together; but if 
the Mill were ſe fully d, that it would bave 
bt: orth the Att, ¶ it had not been hindered, there 
the n 
eee eee 


1 Trans ranty | be Uſe: of ehis to the — 
the preſent Queſtion : Where there is a Will to per- 
form a. Duty, and yet it is not done, if the Reaſon 
of the Flag be not from the Incompleatneſs of 
che Will, but from ſome unavoidable: Hindrance, 
there the. Will is accepted, as if the Work had 
been done: When the Will is ſo ſtrongly ſet upon 
a Duty, that it would have brought forth the Per- 
had it not been · for ſome invincible Hin- 


drance, it ſhall not fail of Acceptance; the Reaſon 
{ i | is, 


forth the Ad, may be — i- 
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| haſt, It is true, there may be 
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| js, becauſe where the Defe& is not in the Will, 


Gop hath the Heart; and whereſoever Gop hath 
the Heart, there is certain Acceptance with Gon: 
And ſo in all other the like Caſes, 2 Cor. viii. 12. 
If there be firſt a willing Mind, it is accepted accord- 

ing to what a Mar hath,' and not according to 10hat 
be he bath not. He that gives according to what he 
hath, he that does according to what he hath, and 
does it heartily, ſhall be accepted. It may be thy 
Caſe may be ſuch ſometimes, that to will may be 
all thou haſt towards a Duty: As for Inſtance, when 


| thou haſt a Will to ſhew Mercy, to —— an Alms, 


if thou haſt nothing to give, thy Will is all thou 
Miſt „and we 
are too apt to ſuch Miſtakes, to impute our Fail- 
ings in Duty to Want of Ability, when — 
from Want of Will. How ordinarily 
thus excuſe their groſſeſt Neglects, proven they 
yield themſelves over to an univerſal, careleſs,” and 
idle Life, wherein there is not'the leaſt Care or Pains 


| taken to pleaſe or follow Gop Why, I do what 
| I can, IT can do no more than EF can; I would live a 


better Life, but I cannot; when yet the Will is only 
in Fault; though you can do no more than you can, 


yet if you had a me 


an neee, * 


Burr ſtil 3 will bs Bowl. 
I know (in Caſe of Failings of Performance) whe- 
ther my Will be ſo fully ſet upon my Duty, that 
there would: be Performance if it were nat hinder- 
ed, if it were n r 
_— wet. any 40> TH I: 0 B77) 39 7? 

en Aer | : Shake ths 

Ae — e. pleading Wantof Abili to 
excuſe a total Neglect of Godlineſs: If the 
tence be, Want of Ability, to live a godly Lie in 
general; I am willing to live a godly Life, but cannot :. 


chere 
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there it is certain the Defect is in the Will; the 
Spirit of SanCtification is a Spirit "of Power z and 
where the Will is once renewed- by that mighty 
Spirit, there is certainly ſuch a Power communi- 
_ cated, as will bring on the Soul to follow God in 
a Courſe of Godlineſs, r 
aciles and Tenn, there may be. . 


— you that ay yeurfain' would follon 
3 but cannot; you would fain live a godly 
Life, but 2 — nothing — it; you would will. 
ingly leave off your ic worldly: Life, or your fleſhly 
Life, or your idle Lite; you would fain leave of 
your Drinking, and Gaming, and Wantonneſs, 
and betake yourſelves to praying, and repenting, 
and denying yourſelves, and minding your Souls, 
'but you are not able; the Meaning is this, you are 
not willing; you cannot find in your Hearts to 
take up fuch a Courſe; you have ſome //7/bes, and 
weak Inclinations to Godlineſs, but no ill to it: 
If there were a willing Mind within, doubtleſs 
there yon oped 3 of it * your aue 
a 


. For De 8 
to them, and yet fall ſhort of Performance, vr 
may know, that the Will would bring forth the 


e, tre ic ——— —— 


e e Hark — 
forth Sorrow and Trouble of Hearts When 
zl u 2 rief of Mind to us that we cannot do what 

we would; thoſe who in Caſe of Failings are quiet, 
and well enough contented, much more thoſe who 
gre glad of an Excuſe; who, when they are put 
upon difficult or difpleafing Duties, are glad they 
Try = © to 4 r 1 EY Arc 
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| perform them; thou art weak as a C 
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not able, or have not Opportunity ; it is an Argu- 
ment, that little would have been done, had they 
had never ſo great 2 | 


2. Wren if we cannot SD Duty, we id what 
we can towards it. A Man that is poor, ror 
not give an Alms to his Brethren in Diſtreſs, 
he can pity them, pray for. them, make their. 
known to others that can relieve them: If he 15 
not what he can, if he do not open his Bowels to 
them, though he cannot open his Hand, though ke 
had never fo much, his Brother would be. like 


to be little the better. The poor Hidew, that caſt 
in her Mite into the Treat „which was all ſhe 
had; it was a Sign ſhe had a go Heart, n 
ſhe gave fo oval a Gift. 1 adi6- 


Ie thou art but a Babe in Chri/, haſt had but a 
litle Time, haſt yet but a little Underſtanding, a } 
little Strength; though thou canſt not follow es 
Lord in ſuch Exactneſs, nor attain to ſuch a fruit- 
ful Life, as grown and experienced Chriſtians, yet 
if whilſt thou art but a Child thou doſt follow the 
LorD as a Child, according to the Meaſure of 
thine Underſtanding and Ability, and performeſt 
thy Duties in a broken Manner, but JE thou doſt 

ild, but yet 
art tractable as a Child, to be led where 
thou canſt not go; if it be thus with thee, thou 
needeſt not be diſcouraged; he that whilſt he is but 
2 Child follows Gop as a Child, according to his 
Meaſure, it is a Sign that, if he were a 9 
would follow. Him as . 0 7 


Ir you labour e Luſt, or vial Paſ- 
don, which it may be flows from. your bodily Con- 


Ritution ; and notwithſtanding you know it is = 
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little W 
1. Ir you Will to be rid. of it, 8 forth a a 
contmual Watching and P againſt it; if you 


cannot overcome it, yet you a are {till fighting againſt 
it; if it will live in you, yet _—_ not . . 


ant n 3 


2. Youn Soiei it be not her 
ue Sucoeſ, but brings forth actual Reſtraint 
of it, as to thoſe outward Ads by which it would 
vent itielf; as if you: cannot overcome Paſſion, yet 
you can reſtrain your Tongue from utrering it in 
angry Words; or if you cannot overcome your in- 
ward Pride, yet you do forbear thoſe-ſelf-exalting 
Words, and vain Boaſtings, by which that Luſt is 
ſomented; 
hg e be — 2 one 

. 4. Nn 

4 * 24753- $344. 045 *:5 

Ts you 3:08 a Hothful == . are natu- 
h 6s or by Occaſion of any bodily ' Diſtem- 
per, DIED and unaQtive, and are” {till 

withing a: more active live rit, but cannot 
attain it; yet — 22 heavy and 
Ra in quiet, but are 
pic rad Joaging and vader it, by the moſt 

yu Contwerationsz if you endeavour to 
= the D with the beft you have, if what you 
want in Quickneſs and Sprightlineſs, you labour to 
male up in Scriouſneſs, though you make on by a 
flow Pace, yet you do go on; then know, that you 
have to do with a Gop that knows and conſiders 


your Frame, and in this Caſe alſo will accept you 


1 ane n 


what you have not. 


* 1 


3. I 


you may be ſure, that if you could have 


—_n 
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3. Ir there be ſome Duties that you ace unable to 
do, yet if you be faithful in others, that you ean do; 


if you have not an Alms to give to one that is poor, 


et you give Counſel to him, and therein ſhew 
Eindneſa da his Soul, if you cannot fo well com- 
poſe your Thoughts to any fixed Meditation, but 
are unavoidably perplexed with Confuſedneſs and 
Diſtractions, yet you can pray, or you can ſpend 
the more Time in reading; Do you do that? If 
you cannot ſo, profitably improve Chriſtian Society, 


do you do the more in private, in your immediate 
Converſe with Gop ? If you want Courage of 


Boldneſs to appear for God, in exhorting or re- 
proving others, eſpecially ſuch as are above you, 
pet you have Families, wherein you can be bold; 
Vhat do you do there, to your Children, to your 
Servants? Do you inſtruct them, warn and re- 


prove them? I hough, as before, you cannot ex- 
tend Merey to others, in their Needs, yet are you 
juſt and righteous, and honeſt, and peaceable in 


your Dealings wich and Carriage towards all ? If 
you are. juſt, and would be merciful, if you had 
wherewithalz if you are profitable in your conver- 
lng with your Families, and would be fo to others, 


if you could get Courage and Boldneſs; if you are 
ſerious and ſpiritual, and atfectionate in ſecret, and 


have a Will to be ſo in Society, that is an Atgu- 
Impediments, we then do what at another Time 


we cannot; that which cannot be done at ſome 
Times, as in Sickneſs, or in Times of Tempta- 


tion, may be done at another Time, when we are 


not under ſuch Diſadvantages. 


ment that your Will would bring forth Performance 


4. Ir at ſuch Times, wher there are not ſuch" 


Now, 


264 Vindicie Pietatis:+ Or, 


Now, gather up all theſe together, and then the 
Queſtion will eaſily be determined. 


Hs that hath a Will to walk in all the Duties of 
Godlineſs; he that does ordinarily walk in the 
Practice of thoſe holy Duties, which he hath Power 
to do; he that does what he can towards thoſe 
Duties, which he carinot fully reach to; he that 
mourns, and is grieved in his Heart, under hi; 
Failings, this Man may have Ground to conclude 
that his Spirit is fincerely willing, though his Fleſh 
be weak; and that this willing Mind is accepted 
with Gop, as if it did really But thoſe 
that pretend to have a Good - will to Godlineſs, yet 
in their general Courſe are carnal and careleſs, thoſe 
that do not what they can, that do not endeavour 
to do'what they cannot; that do not mourn un- 
der their: Failings, but are contented and quiet, 
and ſatisfy themſelves in this, that their Will i; 
good, and that Gop accepts their Will for the 
Bed: Such as theſe do but deceive themſelves, 
are not "upright before Go p, nor accepted with 
Him. 1 f $1 ( RES | 


7. Fart Doctrine of the laſt Judgment, and the 
different Rewards that ſhall then be rendered, is 
no Fancy, but a real Truth. I am dealing with 
Phariſees, not with Sadducees, and therefore ſhall 
not need to prove either the Reſurrection or Judg- 
ment: My main Buſineſs here will lie in the Proof 
of the latter Part, That the ſincerely Godly ſhall 
cc have in the Judgment afar different from 


Tur Gop hath appointed a Day, in which 
He will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, 1 hope Way 
8 already ſatisfied: When all the Men of this N,. 
World ſhall have run their Courſe; when the | 

„ Court) 
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Courtly Gallants, the proud Minions, and wanton 
Mimicks, ſhall have acted their glori * 
when the contemned Chriſtians ſhall have run 
their Race; when the laſt Scene ſhall be over, the 
Stage cleared, the Curtains dran; when the Beg 
ws Rags, and the great Men's Robes; when the 

arrior's Swords, and Stateſmen's Gowns ſhall be 
put off, and the Oppreſſed ſhall ſtand upon even 
Ground with their mighticſt Oppreſſors; when the 
Kings of the Earth ſhall . have laid down their 
Crowns, and the Princes their. Scepters; when the 
Judges of the Earth ſhall have broken up their 
Courts, then ſhall the Gon of Glory erect his 
Tribunal; before which, all Perſons; from the leaſt + 
to the greateſt, muſt appear, have all their Ways 
and A Ang; examined, and receive their Doom: 
Then ſhall Men return, and diſcern betwixt the Rg. 
trous and the Wicked; betwixt him that ſerved the 
Lok b, and bim that ſerved bim not; then fball Men 
ſay, Verily there is 4 Reuurd for the "Righteoc, : 
Gubtleſs He is a Gon that judgeth in the Earth. 

Ir you aſk, What ſhall this Reward of the Righ- 
tcous be? And what ſhall be the Difference be- 
twixt theirs, and the Rewards of others? Let the 
Scripture anſwer, Rom. ii. 6, 7, 8, g. he w Il ren- 
Man according to his Deeds; to them wh 
by patient continuing in WWell-doing, ſeek fim Glory, 
Hmour, and Immortality, eternal Life; but to them 
that are contentious, and obey not the Truth, but obe 
U-rightezuſneſs, Indignation and Wrath, Tribula- ' 
Pf Anguiſh, upon every Soul of Mun that doth © 

Us | CIT OED” Tips 


Tus Words refer to the laſt Judgment, as 
appears by the former Part oi them, Ib ſhall n- 
ey, In the following Part, we have the dividing / 
Vor. XXX. (6 VF "24 A ©: * use 
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their Reward untill hercafter;- let others take their 
Portions and Rewards here, they: are content to fa 


are no 


for the irs. 
the. Men in the World » — ſhould thele Sheep be 


ly Men that 
uy what is the 
Reward, 


Can they be any ather than thoſe 
have been paid e open to you? Well, but 
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what; their Reward ſhall be ; and by their Deſcrip- 
tian, theſe der awiſt be the very fame with Pre 
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Reward, which the Load will: render to theſe ? 
It is eternal Life, eternal Glory and Bleſſedneſs. 
This is true, Sinners, this is no Decteit, it is a 
certain Truth, and ſuch a Truth as you yourſelves 
muſt believe, before ever you can come tu Gon: 
Heb. xi. 6. He that cometh to GoD, muſt believe 
that Gos is, and that. Ho is a Rewarder of. them 
that [diligently] ſeek Him. Mark it, of them that 
[diligently} ſeek Him. They are the fame Men, 

ou ſee, that are ſpoken of here, and in the former 
—— of theſe Gop is the Rewarder; that is, 
with a nen glorious Reward. 1 10 x5: 


—— you will not be perſuadetl- now but 
dete Feast are ſooliſh, a ae ng People, and 
that the Heaven, the Joy, the — and the 
Bleſſedneſ. they feed «themſelves with the Hope of, 
is only in their own Fancics: But. yet, if ever you 
come to any Thing, if ever you be brought home 
to Gop, this is that which you bed believe, 
_ Go is — Rewarder, * L work 

em that ¶ diligent iy] hu we have 
4 — of the Sheep, and of their Reward, 
and the Cenainty thereof: Next, we have the Pe- 
ſcription of the Goats, and their Reward;n Of them 
there is a general. r ne, * nan 
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Ps ben — a'Slight upon Gon, and all his 
Counſels and Ways. No this latter is the Con- 
tention meant in the Text, Contentionagainſt Gop; 
- they-will not hearken to his Voice, nor be obedi- 
ent to his Truth: The Loxp commands, and calls 
them enge of his ere kick ain 
to his Law; but reject GoD,: a 

Word, and rfule to heatken to Hi _ T 


2. By their * Vidory 1 this Con- 
teſt; after all the Conguet of f Gon with them, 


ve ſtill ſtand it out, 1 overcome; they elo 
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(r.) By the Truth, we are to cee the 


whole Mord of Gos, both the Word of 
ne/s, the Law; and the Word of Faith, the ur 
By obeying the Truth, we are to underſtand ſubmit- 

ting to the Government of the ive and rs 
the Gen of the Goſpel. | 


. | N.. - aL 
(2.) ) By Unt breou 3 
all thoſe corrupt on, 8 to which the 
Luſts nemme W ee 


To makes up all theſe corrupt 8 —_ 
be as great a Taſk as to reckon up all the Doctrines 


of Truth, and the righteous Commands of Gop; 
to each of which holy Doctrines and Commands, 
| there are in this. Law of Sin, Principles directly 
contrary. However, to help Sinners to unders 
ſtand themſelves, I ſhall mention ſome of the chief 
of them, in Number Ten; which, if you will 
MU cally The Devil's Ten Commandments.” | 


— lane thyſelf Mind thine on Me 
This is the firſt and great Commandment, on which 
all the reſt hang, and to which _ Ds ang 4 is 
er e arr eugtoms er 0 

Md un aD R 

1 Lr thy- Will bs. oy Saad Thou. art "hits 
own, thy Tongue is thine own, thy Time is thine 
own, thy Eſtate is thine own; Ju, thoy not do 
what thou wil writ thine ont Ae. 

UI. Maxs the beft „ 
preſent. Things... Loſe. not a. Certainty f 2 
tainties; Who knows what may be hereafter? Eat 
and drink; for To-morroiv thou digſl. Be merry 
while thou mayſt, ſpend. arbor, e 
Hay while ws Andes: 0 19 | 


* 1 * 3 
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IV. SrAxD feſt in the Lilerties of | thy 275 


Come nat into Bondage. Be not @ Slave to 2 
ſtrict Liſe, when n —__ uſe II: 
berty. INES 0 £0 I. 3% wad, 
HALL TS IE BAK. ON tind * 40307 

V. 44 in Sin becauſe Grave beth abound 
ed, Chriſt died for Sinners, God is merciful; 
Why thouldft thou then fear wo he thy Couife? 
eee "22 1E 
VI. Doas "ethers. d hes along with'thd Mut: 
titude, faſhion thyſelf to the Times, be not ſin- 


. 3 251 rey * * 2 Wiſeythan 


* 


vn. Do. no more. . Sp 
11 gbteauus.ouermuch Be not over forward, a little 
. a eee nc ſerve — Fame 


Mt; Vin. Do nat trouble 9 about Haul e 
Thoughts are free, Words are but Things of Courſe. 
What Man is there that lives and ſins not? What 
ſhouldſt thou keep ſuch hy __ _ 
they not little Oncs? } 15929 . 
— 8 2721 AS [ n 2 . 22 SIS 
IX. Bs not over 1b. IK thou 2 1 6 
is Hs enough yet; torment not thyſelf 5 thy 
Time: When thou art old, thou wilt have little 
elſe to do: Be not old whuſt mar young: efi79 
en e. [2 MN zn 5643 24. 34 * 
X. Tavsr Go with why. . 
Man with Bech. That is, chuſe Iniquity ra- 
tber than AﬀMiction. + Venture no fatther in Mar- 
ters of Religton than — — YR 
* ur. {1 97. TO 26-1 eee / Au: 
Tust are ſome of thoſe corrupt Principles to 
Which all cdthetꝭ may: be reduced ; and living 
under the Power of any of theſe or any others 
o the like Nature, is obey'ng Unrighteouſneſs. 


ANZ SS As 


4 
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A Vindication of Gol ue "bp 


As the Apoſtle fays, He thut breaks ont of the Cm 
mandments of "Gon," rr rr guy of all; ſo he that 
lives under the Power of any one of the Com- 
mandments of the Devil, is; as fure a Slave to 

the Devil, as if he were fo of all: He whoſe 
Foot is entangled i in one of the Net, is as 
faſt, as de that Rath the "whole Net ſpread over 
him. If a Bird be held but by x Leg or a Wing, 
it is as ſure as if the whole Body were in the Net. 
Here you have the "Deſcription of the "Goats 
thoſe that are contentious, reſiſtin the Lokp, 


md the Word of his Grace, and Who after all 


the Strivings of the Lok with them, overcome; 
and perſiſt i in diſobeying the Truth, and obeyi ing 
Unrighteouſneſs, or living under the : A T}EPP 
of thoſe ER ** — mne 8 1 


*r me > here demand 'of 180 ele thee 


| Things!” ＋ I7% * HD. ANN t& ok © + TD IE ITT 
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ww 'Firft, ** not theſe Principles 1 habe” men- 


tioned, every one of them evidently Principles of 
Unrightcouſneſs ? And may they nôt as well 
called the Devys Commandments, "as the Devi 
de called a Devil! n „ As want Hh 


bs Steokdly; Nele ar thoſe wa live under he 
Power of theſe Principles,” the very Men here 
meant in the TER by thoſe that obey Unrighies 
oufneſs? May ch einde as well be called hy by 
vi's Servants,” as e wieked Laws the Des 
Commandments rim 
Ham 499 997 Wit 3 oN w_ : 91 
, 75 Axx not alf Pefſdns that are not pres 
eſe};” Godly; evidently held under fbme of theſe 
corrupt Principtes ? 1s: not this it which” you in 
Reproach charge upon the Saints, that they witl 
ne under theſe, or ſome of :theſe?Rules 7 


on That 


* 


4 


SOME 


0 Rn ths whale 8 of hen. — 
are of ſuch a Spirit, even every 
| have a Word to ſpeak againſt e ar of 
ly Men, come — into this Glaſs which 
is ſet before you: Do you know your own Faces 
when _ ſee them ? Are not theſe Principles the 
Pictures of you? If you ſay they are not, it 
ie auſe you do not know your on Faces: 
But if you be, even all of you, theſe very Men, 
then look a little further, and you 1 9 
Reward in the Judgment: To them bur obey not 
the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs; — « and 


Wreath, e 0 
Man that doth Evil.” | —— 1 = 


Ir you fay, This is 8 but for 
all that you may be miſtaken, we hope to fare as 
well as you, the beſt of you, ſor all your 
Words. But our Opinion? oj oct vt 
nich too ? Do you never doubt | Are you never 
afraid that this may be, that this will be your Por- 
tion ? Did your own Confciences never preach to 
you; the ſame: Things? But whether hoy did or 
nd, this i 2 true, 9 and Wrath 
will be the Portion of Ie Soul of vou thus liv- 
ug and thus dying, Gon is 

The Rightooulch 0 of Gop, e 
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to eve ery Man according'to- his Works; 3 
them —— obey. not the Truth, _ We" Uni 


, Indigndtion and Wrath: 2344 Vo 1912 * 
A* have: vol not eee nb ralking of 
our Fancies and Conceits ? Is it but a "Concert, 
that there ſhall be a Judgment? Or, is this a 
Conceit, that it ſhall then fare better” with 'the 
than with the Goats ? Or, that thoſe are 
Chri/t's Sheep, that hear his Voice, and follow 
his — 2 this a Conceit, that it ſhall fare 
better with the Friends of Chr:/?,- than with his 
Enemies ? Or that thoſe are the Friends of Chrift, 
who are the Friends of Holineſs ?-1s this a Con- 
ceit, that it ſhall fare better with the Servants of 
Ciri/t, than with Strangers ? Or, are thoſe the 
deſt Servants who waſte their Talents, or bind 
them up in a Napkin? Will Chri/t ſay in that 
— Away thou faithful Servant, away” from me, 
arhers of 2 ? You have loved me tos 
— you have pleaſed me tos well, yon haus- followed 
me too cloſe, you have given yourſelves to io mich 
Praying, too much Pro: Hng, too much Faſting, you 
love been too conſcientious, tos tener, tos codtchful, 
too holy ; you would not be merry, and idle and vain ; 
you roonld not go along with your Neighbours to their 
Sporting, to their Kevellings,: to their Pleaſures, but 
muſt needs deny your felves, aud take up your Cro/Fand 
low me; you co wy be tontint with an cart 
Huppinefi, 2 mu — — 28 
ond Immortality. 
nera ion, ye gone, mens to 
bg Will this be the V cite of the 
at that Day? Will he call to Sinners, Cum je 
Wantons,” come yt Wi ime-bibbers, come ive 'EATEY 'S 
Lyars,/ IE RY apc bl 


Cre, inherit the Kaden All a de ſo, if 
Godlineſ(s be but a. Fancy; and do you not yet lee, 
whatMen of Reaſon you. ate, what Men of Joke Ng 
ment you are, and how much Truth or To o 4 
there is in your Charge againſt the Saints ? i 
Chriſtians, you ſee, I hope- ſufficiently, bow oy 4 
Ground yu have to take the leaſt Notice of, of i 
Diſcuuragement from theſe | confident Adverſaries, I or 
who in proclaiming you Enthuſiaſts, mult proclaim 

r 

ewed, that NP ee a 
Eathuſaaſtical. 100 1 min 14 


nord an 14. and Ce vt $$2-25008 20 * i 


, Tus Duties om Godlineſs are 
no-Fancies 3 I ſhall Inſtance-in ſuch Duties, and 
thoſe Parts of Duties, which are moſt obnoxiow 
to this Cenſure 3 the moſt, ſpiritual. Duties, the 
moſt ſpiritual Parts of Duties, Which bein ne 
out of Sight, and above the Reach of the 
are moſt of all thus enſured by them ; 1 we 
mention only two, which indee 
ewe * TH Ft ** We LS 3 0 dy a * 221 


a. Wonmueino Gon in de Spirit. | 

G vun has Wa nnn nen ok 
Se 2. -WauzarGin the Spirit, W * — 
da re tr d 7 n 
5 theSpirt,. r this bes 
Fancy, the Apoſtle Paul. with the Chriſtians, bis 
onte ries, were theg reat Enthuſiaſts of theit 
Uime, 8 himſelf and them, Phil. iu. 
= Wie nf e the Circurneifion, uo wor Jbip Gop in the 


Me are ircumciſam That is, we are the 

ofle of Gon, we are they who are circumciſed 
Wich, the Circumciſion Which is without Hands, 
ied, in Heart: Which, ie-all ape as if he 


if 
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the 2 en N 1 the Spirit 


n en * 1 en 8 
nn Qt? n , 
. Tus Worlhip « of the Soul, 0 or r Heart-Wore 
2. Tur worlkipping Gov 
or in the Help Ghoſt,” 
ho Tris Warlvp of the Soul crc Vii 
ſip, and chat. 17 3 v | Gr 103 e ** 2 
ee 11 | 111 


mY As it ſtands: in Oppoſition! 6 to meer bodily 


Worſhip z I ſay-not, as it is oppoſed to 
—— 3 r Wang wt. 2 


2. As it lands i in Oe e 2s; nit 
Jewiſh: Worſhip, which was more external, pom 
pous, and ceremonious. Ve Gos is the 
Spire ; that is, we worſhip Gos in the Heart, 
aud in 3 _ WERE 1 ur 
Worſhip. : 'n 


Haabe t de. the true Worlip ** the 
Worſhip of the Soul, is the Soul of. Morſbip: 
The Body without the Soul is dean, and bodily 
Worſhip without ſpiritual, is dead Worſhip, John 
ir. 24. Gop is Spirit, aid they Him, 
mu/t wworfhip Him in Spirit und in Truth >» The lat - 
tor Word f Truth] is exegerical of the former 


[ 22 9 hes ſhipping in Spirit, is 


that vrori 
ruth; this is true Worſhip, Wor- 
— — 4 The. 
of the Head the boveing the 


Werſkiprof the Body, the un - 

nee, the 
liking: up of the Hands or Voice, theſe are but the 
Outſide and Carcaſe of Worſhip, and ſo far only 
capable of being accounted Worſhip; as they are 
helpful ta, and expreſſve of, the — 


we 


. 
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be Soul.': As bowing of the Knee, ſigniſies the 


bowing of the Heart; as the uncovering of the 


Head, either expreſſes or helps towards the in- 
ward Reverence of the Soul, ſo far are they Wor- 
ſhip, and no. farther, and even then but impro- 
perly ſo called: But as they ſtand ſingle and ſepa- 
rated from the inward Worſhip, they are noW or- 
ſhip, no more than a Carcaſe is a Man. There 
is no ſuch Enthuſiaſt as the Formaliſt; who h lſt 
with thoſe Heathens, Mattb. vi. 7, He thinks to be 


heard for his much Speaking, doth but play the Hy- 


pocrite and Liar. what the Courtiers Com- 
pliments are, ſuch are the Formäliſts Devotions, 
ſmooth Words, Tongue-Courteſies, flattering Sa- 


lutes, fawning Cringes; Your Servant, Sir; com- 


mand me what you pleaſe; I am ready to ſerve you. 
Here is — Reſpect and Kindneſs, but 
what is there in it? What wiſe Man will regard 
it? And what more is there in the Formaliſt's 
Devotions ? What is it but meer complimenting 
with the Holy Gon ? Very | devour, - and lowly, 
as to all Appearance, and a great Noiſe is there, 
that ſuch Devotion makes, but what is there in it? 
What Awe and Soul-Reverence of Gop ? what 
Heart-ſtriving and Wreſtling with Gop ? what 


lifting up the Soul to GoDp is there in all this? 
Is there no ſuch Thing as 4: uh — 
ip of GoD, 


Soul-Reverence required in the Worſhip 
or are theſe but Shadows of Worſhip, and is the 


Foul of it only in the Lips or Knees ? Doth he 


whoſe Soul is-poured out in Prayer, whoſe Spirit 


ſtrives with the Lon, doth; be but pray in Con- 


ceit, worſhip. Gop in Coneeit, and thoſe whoſe 
Tongues, and Hands only pray: Have 


?-- Beloved, be not deceived, G0 
ſess not as Man ſees; He ſees what is within 
Man pelle ſees what is within our Duties; they 
26s are 


Eyes and T | 
1 the Subſtance ? Are theſe the true 
Worſhippers 
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are not Shews or Sounds that can blind his Eye, 
or pleaſe his Ear. f 


Ern ks. v. 8-19. Be ye filled with the Spirit, 
ſpeaking to yourſelves in Pſalms and Hymns, and ſpi- 
ritual Songs, ſinging and making Melody in your 
Hearts to the LoRx D. Believe it, Chriſtans, Heart- 
Muſick is the beſt Church-Muſick; Heart-Pray- 
ing, and Heart-ſinging, makes the beſt Melody 
in the Ears of the LoRD of Sabbaoth. My Intent 
is not to decry all external Worſhip, as uſeleſs or 
unacceptable ; we muſt glorify Gop in our Bodies, 
as well as in our Spirits Our Lips muſt bear their 
Parts in our Prayers and Praiſes ; but I would not 
that you ſhould: take the Body of Morſbip to be 
the Son, and the Soul to be nothing. Think not 
that the outward Part is the Yorſhip, and the In- 
ward is but a Conceit. Brethren, the living Gop 
will have living Services; the Gop of our Spirits, 
will have the Service of our Spirits ; the worſhip- 
ping Gop in Spirit, this. is the true Yor ſhip. 
Gon will not be deceived, and take Heed you be 
not cheated with Shews. When all the Men of 
the World, with their Wits, Parts, and Intereſts, 
have commended, garniſhed, and magnified the. 
| if Carcaſe of Religion, and decried, and diſgraced 
iss Soul and Life, yet this ſhall {till Rand as an ir- 
I refragable Truth, They are the Circumeifion, tobe 
worſhip Gor im the Spirit, and rej11ce in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and have no Confidence in the Fleſh, -- . 


II. WonrsmyeinG, Gop through the Spirit, 
through the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of Gop; to. 
inſtance in Prayer, Jude xx. Prayixg in the Fly 
Ghe/?. , Rom. viii. 20. The Spirit itſelf hel:eth our 
Injirmities. The Spirit of Gop affords a three- 
fold Help in Prayer, © mw He's 


9 5 
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1. H indites our Requeſts; ſuggeſts Matter of | 
Prayer to us, who, as the Apoſtlè tells us, Krow 


net what to pray for as we eught. Mens Luſts do 
often make their Prayers, and then no Wonder 
they atk amiſs; when they ſhould be ſeeking the 
Death of their Lufts, they afk Meat for their 
 Lufts; we often, not knowing What to aſk, aſk 
we know not What; we aſk a Stone, a Serpent, a 
_ Scorpion fometimes, when we think we aſk Bread: 
If Gop ſhould always give his Peaple their Pray- 
ers, their Prayers would undo them. When we 
are poor, we aſk Riches; and it may be, if Gop 
ſhould give us them, our Riches might undo us: 
Sometimes we aſk Eaſe, or Credit, or Liberty, 
and if we had What we aſk, it might be our Ruin; 
the Spirit of Gop knows what js fit for us, and 
accordingly guides our Prayers: He helps us to un; 
derftand our Sins, and fo reaches us SE Confelſ. 


ſion to make; carnal! Men will confeſs Sins, but 
Sins Tather than their own: He helps us to 


vunderftand our Wants, and To teaches us what to 
aſk: He helps us to underſtand our Mercies, and 
pd teaches us what to, give Thanks for: Can 

Men often come before the Loxpd with Mack- 
Praifes, give Thanks for their Juſtification, Sanc- 
tification, Hope of Glory, when it may be, the 
Power of Sin, and the Wrath of Gop abides upon 


them, und they remain without Chriſt, without Hope, 


warben Gon in the World. 


2. He excites, and quickens, and enlarges their 
Hearts in Prayer. The Spirit of Gon comes in, 
influences the Heart, and draws forth the Soul; 
and this is the Import of the following Words, 
De Spirit. me maketh  Triterc/ſſion for us, with 

Groanmes which cannot be uttered ; that is, He ſets 
us a groaning and ſighing after the Loxp. Groan- 


ing notes the Strength and Ardency of Deſire, 


CY * &« 
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Prayer, enables us to call God, Father, to pray 
to Him, to cry to Him, to be confident. of Audi- 
ence and Acceptance with Him, upon this Ground; 
Gal. iv. 6. Gor hath ſent forth the Spirit of his 


7 


t! ˙² . . — ˙U BIA 


which, thro' the Fervency of it, puts the Soul fo 

Pain, and an o'r Impatience till it be heard; 
in which Senſe it is uſed, Verſe 23. For we our- 
felves, who have received the Firſt - Pruits of the Spi- 
rit, grodn within ourſebves, waiting for the Adop- 
tion, even the Redemption of our Both. It works 
ſuch Groanings as cannot be uttered ; it ſometimes 
makes the Hearts of Chriſtians' too big for their 
Mouths, their Deſires more large than their Ex- 
preſſions; as much Warmth, and Life, and 
Strength of Affection, as appears wichout, there is 
mare within. Oh, how flat and dead are our 
Hearts oftentimes! How much are we {traightned 
in our Prayers? We ſtand as Men ſtruck dumb, 
when we come before the Lorp ; or if there be 
Words in our Mouths, there is ſcarce any Word 


in our Hearts ; ſometime we cannot Freaks or if 


we can ſpeak, we cannot groan ; the Spirit doth 
either put Words in our Mouths, or eiſe ſupp'y 
the Want of our Words, by kindling and enlarg- 


ing inward Defites ; helping us to groan out a 


Prayer, when we cannot ſpeak it out; and; ſilent 
Groans will ſound in the Ears of the Lorp, when 
the loudeſt Cries may not be heard. - N 


_.Þ. encourages and emboldens the Heart ih 


Son into 


Hearts, crying, Abba Father. And 
h-reby 


e furniſheth us with a mighty Argument 


to plead with Gnp ; Father hear me, Father for- 
give me, Father pity me; Father help me: Am 
not I thy. Child, thy Son, or thy Daughter? To 
whom may a Child be bold to go? With whom 
may a Child have Hope to ſpeed, if not with his 
Father? Father hear me: The Fathers of our 


2 2 Fleſh 
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Fleſh are full of Bowels, full of Pity to their Chit. 
dren, and know how to give good Things to 
them when they aſk them; when they aſk Bread, 
will * deny them? When they aſk Cloaths, 
or any Thing * want, will they deny them ? 
And is not the Father of Spirits more full of 
Bowels, more full of Bounty, than the Fathers of 
our Fleſh ? Father hear me. 


Tuts is Praying in the Spirit, and if this be 2 
Fancy with you, I muſt tell you, Sinners, that it 
is fuch a Fancy, as experienced Chriſtians that 
have moſt proved it, would not loſe for all your 
Subſtance. But will you ſtand to it? Is this 
. Praying indeed? Then bring your Index expurga- 
torus, and expunge theſe Texts out of the Scrip- 
tures, or .clſe, if you let them ſtand, and Jook 
over them again, you will next ſay, Their Bible 
is as enthuſiaſtical as themſelves. | 


Bor let me add one Word, to convince you 
from your own Judgement, (if Jos underſtand what 
you do) that Praying in the Spirit is no Fancy; 
and this, by putting this one Queſtion to you: 
Dare any of you all, when you go to Gop in 
Prayer, deliberately refuſe to beg the Aſſiſtance of 
his Spirit ? Whether, you uſe a Form, or pray 
without a Form, that is not fo material : The 
Aſſiſtance of the Spirit is needed as well of thoſe 
that uſe a Form, as of thoſe that pray without it: 
Now dare you, I ſay, when you go to pray deli- 
berateiy, refuſe to beg the Aſſiſtancæ of the Spirit? 
Dare you ſay, Log, I need not, nor deſire any 
fuch Aftarce ; I will not aſk it of Thee, that 
thy Spirit may be given me to help mine Infirmi- 
ties ! If you beg the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, you 
Hope to have it ; and if you have it, there is that 
Praying in the Spit, which you cry down 15 


: 
0 
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racy? Judge now, whether you do not condema 
the Th 


= 


ings which yourſelves allow, and in your 
Judgment and PraQtice juſtify the Reality of that 
Duty, which with your Mouths you decry for 
enthuſiaſtical : Will you alſo be his Diſciples? 
Will you alſo be Enthuſiaſts ? NR OO 


2. Walk in the 4 is no Fancy Gal. v. 
25. I tue live in the Spiri 


t, let us alſo walk in the 
Spirit. In the Proſecution of this I ſhall ſhew, 


1. War is meant here by the Spirit. , 
z. WNAr by Walking in the Spirit. 
3. THAT this is no Fancy. 


1. War is meant by the Spirit here: That, 
being ſomething that is oppoſed to the Fleſh, or 
Corruption, as appears, ver. 15, 17. muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity be one of theſe two Things, ' poſſibly both, 
either the Holy Gho/?, and the Influence, Afift- 
ance, and Operations of that Holy Spirit; or elle 
that new Nature which is begotten in us by the 
Spirit ; the Grace of the Spirit infuſed into our 
Hearts, and abiding in us; which of the two we 
ar" gl it of, the Difference will not be conſi- 

PE roof had g 


2. WRAr is meant by Walking in the Spirit 
Some there are, that by the Spirit, underſtand the 
Doctrine of Chriſtianity ; and accordingly would 
Rave this Walking in the Spirit, to be nothing elſe 

ut the embracing the Chriſtian Religion. But 1 
this be ſo, then what is to be underſtood by Fleſh, 
which, ber. 17. is ſaid to be contrary to this Spi- 
fit? Why by Fleſh, they will tell üs, we are to 


under t 
; v3 3 


5 - 


Jadaifm :; But then let me aſk, 
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I. Waar is meant by the Luſting of this Fleſh, 
which was now dead, againſt the Spirit Is that 
the n of it, Judaic luſteth againſt Chriſti- 
anity ? | 5 


10 2. How can this dead Fleſh dag ſuch 4 1 


merous Off- ſpring, as is mention'd ver. 19. The 


Forks of the Fleſh are mani feſt, which are theſe, A. 
dultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſueſi, Ide 
latries, Witcherajt, Hatred, Jariance. 


Musr. all theſe Brats be laid at the Door of the 
Synagogue ? Are theſe the Brood of that ceremo- 
nious Law of carnal Commandments, or are they 
not manifeſtly the Fruits of that corrupt Law of 
carnal Concupiſcence ?-I know not with what Sha- 
dow of Reaſon we can underſtand by the Fleſh, 
any Thing elſe but Luft or Concupiſcence ;. and 
then by the Spirit we muſt underſtand Grace, or 
the Spirit of Grace, which bid Defiance, and are 
contrary to it. 


Lux us conſider further, what is meant by that 
Expreſſion, of being led by the Spirit, Rom. viii. 
14. Why, poſſibly the fame Men will tell us, 
there is no more in this than in the former ; it 
imports no more than the Spirit's leading us into 
all Truth, the Truth of the Goſpel ; If this be 
granted to be all, yet here we have gotten ſome- 
thing, viz. That the Spirit of Gop is acknow- 
Jedged to be our Leader: But let us conſider one 
Scripture more, Exzek. xxxvi. 27. I will put ny 
Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in my Sta- 
utes, What are thoſe Statutes of Gop, but the 
whole Will and Word of Gon ? One or two of 
them I ſhall mention; IF any Man will come after 
Me, let bim deny kimſelf, take up his Crofs, and fol- 
Izv Me. Work out your Salvation with Fear and 

1 | 1 Tl Trembling: 
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Trembling : Duench not the Spirit: ain from all 
2 2 Evil: See that you dio 
ly. Are not theſe, and many more ſuch, found 
in this great Statute- Book ? What is it to walk in 
theſe Statutes, other than to live in the fincere 
Obedience of the whole Will of Gon? Now, 
ſays the Lok, I will give them my Spirit, and 
He ſhall cauſe them, or help them, ta walk in my 
Statutes, to live an holy Life, Let theſe Things be 
conſidered, and ſee f they will not help us to a 
better Interpretation of thoſe Words, Malt in the 


F 


To walk in the Spirit, ſignifies, 
1. To live under the ConduZ? of the Spirit. 


; 8 
A * 


2. To live in the Power of the Spirit. 
3. To live a ſpiritual Life. 


1. To live under the Conduct and Guidance of 
the Spirit; Rom. viii. 14. As many as are led by the 
> wh are the Sons 4 ovD-:. There is a double 

uide, whereby the LorD leads his People: The 
Guide of his Word, Pſal. Ixxiii..24. Thou ſhalt 
guide me by thy Counſe! : And the Guide of his Spi- 
rit, Jobn xvi. 13. He ſhall lead you into all Truth, 
There are two Things which. the Spirit doth in 
leading on-his People... +, + | 15 


Fin, He enlightens their Eyes, opens their © 
Se that they may underſtand the 
Scriptures, which point out to us our Way, Luke 


Xxiv. 45. Then opened hi their Under/tandings, that 
they maght underſtand the Scriptures. _ 71 


* 4 * 
- * 
Secondly - FF 


> 


Y 
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Serondiy, Ht takes them b by le 28 it were, 
hd dead em; 1. XI. 1 Lorber th 
Ltmbs tvith hit Arm, and curry hon h in bis Byjon 
null ganth lead thoſe that are tolth Young, 


2. To live in the Power of the Spirit, or of 
at _—_ and afifting Grace which we receive 
from Him, to be ar on in an holy Courſe, 
und all the Duties of it, both from the "ntrinſied 
Power of the Life of Gop begotten in us, and by 
the” concurrent Influences and Afﬀfiſtance of the 
Holy" Gh, whom. Gop hath given us, to help 
our Infirmities. As in the Duty. of * ſo in 
all other Chriſtian Duties; 3 Jah xv „ thout 
Me (ſays Chrift, that is, one 2 Aſſiſtance 
of my Spirit) zz can de nothing. Therefore the 
Pfalmiſt reſolves, Pſal. Ixxi. 16. I will go in the 
Strength of the Lon p, and by Thee I will nale 
Mention of thy Name. And this living in the Power 
of the Spirit, is no other than is fignified (if we 
did underſtand what we ſay) in thoſe common 
Expreffions which we ordinarily have in our 
Mouths ;: By the Grace of Gov, or by the good Help 
Ly * wal do this, or that: What the Apoſtle 


aks of himſelf as a Miniſter, i is applicable to 
riſfians, 1 Cr. xv. to. I laboured more abun- 
Zantly than they all, get not * * Grace * 
wich was 2h Me... 


Tus to walk in dhe e Split, is to follow choſe 
Directions and Intimations of the Will of Gon, 
Which He gives " our of che Word; and thoſe 
Inpulfes of the upon our Hearts, whereby, 
by a Gale of rd lling our Sails, He moves 
und helps us on. When 90 find any clear Light 
breaking in from the Word upon your Confeiences, 
and thereupon fome Stirrings upon your Hearts, 
either by Way of Check, GN and calling 
Jou 
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ing; or quickening an 
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you back from any pn or diſorderly Walks 


encouraging you on in 2 
Way of Duty, this you may ſafely take to be from 
the Spirit; and when you entertain this LIENS 
obey theſe Checks, and follow theſe holy Im- 
pulſes ;, this is your Walking in the Spirit. 


3. To live a Spiritual Life. In whom the Spi- 


rit hath begotten. another Heart, thoſe He leads 


on in another Life. He that is born of the Spirit 
is a ſpiritual Man, and thoſe that are led by the 
Spirit, walk on in a ſpiritual Courſe ; that is, the 

live a more noble Life than the reſt of the Worl« 

Men who are governed by that evil Spirit that is 
in the World, live an evil Life; worldly ſpirited 
Men, a worldly Life; ſenſual Men, a ſenſua] 
Life ; Eph. ii. 2, 3. Merein in Time paſt ye walked 
after the Courſe of this World, according to the Prince 
ef the Power of the Air, the Spirit that now worketh 
in the Children of Diſobedience, among whom we alſo 
bad our Conver ſations in the Luſis of the Fliſh, ful- 
filling the Delius of the Fleſh and of the Mind. 


Whilſt we were in the common State, we took 


the common Road ; whilſt we were in the Fleſh, 


feſhlv Men; we lived a fleſhly Life. To ſerve 
our Bellies, to ſerve our Appetites, to ſerve ow 
Pride, and Covetouſneſs, and other Luſts, this 
was our Life. And this Life was ſuitable to that 
Spirit which was within them, and. that evil Spirit, 
the Prince of this World, without them, that go- 
vern'd and ſteered their Courſe; accordingly, the 
Saints having a new Heart within, and a new 
Leader without, Jead a new Life; as the Fleſh 
and the Devil carry evil Men on in a Courſe ſuit- 


able to their Leaders; ſo the Spirit and Grace of 


Gop, carry on the Saints in a Courſe ſuitable to 
theirs, an holy, ſpiritual, and heavenly Life. So 
that this is to walk. in the Spirit, to live holily and 
— 


ect, ney is that Life which is called, Th 

Hat Yes, Eph. iv. 19. Th Converſation in 
And a fpiricual and teavenly Life, this 

4 de called, oa 4 three-fold Account, 


1. Ta: Dealings are about irirval ant 
r Things. ow 


4. r Tn = Delight are e. and Hes 


3 By theſe Pulte Dealings | and bau. 
nlelves become daily more Spiritual, | 


1. Tarm Dealings are about ſpiritual and bes 
pubs Things : Gop,. and Heaven, and everlaſt- 
ing Glory; and thoſe Giritual Exerciſes, whereby 
A is ſerved, and Glory obtained: Theſe are 

e Matters about which this Life is ſp ent. Tho 
Hve with Gon, they hold daily Ineclſigence wi 
Heaven, they .are much in the contemplating and 

miring, and adoring the infinite Beauty, and 
comprehenſible Radar of Gop, and Is un- 
akable Love and Grace, and Goodneſs towards 
them. are ſearching into the Myſteries of . 

ii, ſtudying the Riches of the O0 of the t 
Myſtery of- the Goſpel: "They live amongſt Au. 
* Hearts and their Eyes are daily in that wy 
eneral Aﬀembly and Church of the Firſt-botn. Lo 
hen they fleep, they lay them down under the WF ,,, 
Wings of their Loup; no fooner are they awake, WW are 
but they get them up to the Top of 5, to La 
| Hike a View of the Promiſed Land. Bn 7 awalt the 
Jan wer with thie, ſays the Plalmiſt: When the I bis 
Eovetous Man awakes, he is with Eis God ; when lich 
e Epicure awakts, he is with his God ; when f 
e Adulterer awakes, he is with fits. Goddess 4s 


Chelan ate preſertly above the Clouds, above 


the of: 
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we Stars, falling down before the Throne of the 
BW Almighty: Their Work is to ſeck and ſerve, and 
1 praiſe, and pleaſe the Lord ; to carry themſelves 
b, that they may be accepted of Gop ; to be 
waſhing their Robes, and making them white in 
the Blood of the Lamb; to be minding their 
Souls, Conſciences, Affections, Thoughts; that 
theſe may all, in their ſeveral Capacities, -exalt and 
enjuy the Lord : Their FACING is for the Hark 
whilſt the Merchants of the Earth are tradin 
Gold and Silver, and Spices, whilſt the Fee: 
worms of the World are dealing in Corn, and 
Sheep, and Oxen, and Aﬀes, whilft the Wantons 
of the Earth are dealing about Faſhions, ol 
Feaſts, and Sports, trading in Toys, Feathers, 
Apes, and Peacocks : Chriſtians are trading in 
Promiſes and Prayer, in Faith and Repentance, in 
Patience and Humility, in Mercy and Charity, | 
chat by theſe they may make their Calling and 
Election ſure, and fo an Entrance may be acminifirelt 4 
unto them abundanlly, into the æuerlaſting Kingdom 0 of 1 
ar LoRD end Saviour jeſus Chrift. Tice ar 

' 


the Buſineſſes of Chriſtians Lives, N n 
are about ſpiritual T "bing. 5 | * 1 


* Turin Deli ts are in pe? Tung 
Tbe Loxp i is the aj it of their Hear s: De Dy 
af If in Gop, fay 8 15 Pfalmiſt, And wharhe i; 
others do, "he Fon himſelf: I. have , ſet ſ 
Lok D always before me, therefore my l 1s 25 | 
and my Glory rejciceth, The "Thoughts of 
are dear and precious to them; ihe Ward an 4 
Law of Go is their Delight. His Delight i is 1 | 
the Lato f .bis God ; The Courts of the Lon, | 
his Ordinances, 2 7 45 Sabbaths, are their De- | 
lizht. How amiable are. by Tabernatles, OL oo 
if Hoſts, His Wock is their Delight, 'T deiight 
to ds N 4 Their harde Work is, Ts 
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and Watching, and Wreſtling, and Fighting I 


gainſt Sin and Temptations, crucifying and mor- 


- Ulying their own Fleſh, denying themſelves, 
mourning for Sin; yet there is much Sweetneſs in 
_ theſe; yea, in their very Travels, and Tears, and 
Sortowings; As. ſorrowing, ſays the Apoſtle, 
 ekvays rejoicing ; in, the Midſt of Sorrow, 1 
Heart is joyful ; the Heart of a Saint, is never in 
ſo ſweet a Frame as when it is melted into godly 
Sorrow: But eſpecially, Chri/? is their Delight. 
e is the Deliciæ Cbriſtiani Orbis, Cant. ii. 3. | 
at down. under his Shadow, with great Delight, 
Carnal Men are ready to ſay to them, as the Daugh- 
ters of Feruſa em to the Spouſe, Cant. v. 9. What 
it thy Belau d mere than another Beloved ? What 
Beauty is there in Him, that thou ſhouldſt thus de- 
fire Him, or take fuch Pleaſure in Him? They ſee 
00 Beauty in Himz He hath no Form, or Comeli- 
neſs in their Eye, and therefore they think there is 
none. Oh Sinners, you do not know Chrif, 
du have had no Acquaintance with Him, you 
. not taſted of the Fruits of this Tree, of 
the Cliſtzrs of this Vine : Jſat me dawn wider 
his Shadow, with great Delight, and his Fr: it wat 
feweet to my Taſte. - Saints have taſted of the Sweet · 
peſs of Chri/? ; taſted that the LoRo is gracious, 
and. therefore can take great Delight in Him: The 
N they take in Grit, is that which puts 
uch a Delight into every Ordinance, into every 
Duty; therefore Praying, and Reading is ſo plea- 
at to them, becauſe there they meet with their 
Brine + Ghrift appears to them in his Word, 
ri/t meets his Saints in, their Prayinęs and Faſt- 
ings, and this makes all ſweet to their Souls. Car- 
al Men think the Life of Saints, to be an heavy, 
2 ſad, and troubleſome Lite; they count, that 
themſel yes have the only merry and ple {ant Lives, 
| that theit Hounds,” their Carding, and Nen 
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and Drinking, and Dancing, their Stews, and 
Plays, theſe are'the only Heaven: This is all one, 
as to ſay, That God hath put more Sweetneſs into 
Creatures, than is in Himſelf; that the baſeſt and 
vileſt Uſe of the Creatures, doth yield more trut 
Content, than the Soul's exerciſing itſelf on Gop; 
as if the Thorn ſhould yield more Sweetneſs, the 


Bramble more Fatneſs than the Fig- tree or Olive: 


Where are the Underſtandings of theſe Men? I tell 
K Sinners, when you have gone from Flower to 


lower, from Creature to Creature, from Pleaſure 


to Pleaſure, and ſucked out all the Fatneſs and 
Sweetrieſs that theſe will yield; a poor Chriſtian, 
will get more real Pleaſure, out of one Chapter of 
his Bible, out of an honeſt Sermon, out of one Hour's 
Converſe with God in Prayer, than your whole Life 
will bring you in. The Goſpel, with its Breaſts of 
Conſolation, yields him ſweeter Milk; thoſe Cluſ- 
ters of Canaan, on which he lives, yield him'richer 
Wine than the whole World will afford you. The 
Gleaning's of a Chriſtian's Joy, are better than the 
Vintage of Sinners ; and you cannot ſo much ſlight 
the Glory of their Sun, as they deſpiſe the Glory of 
your Sparks. | 


By theſe ſpiritual Exerciſes and Delights, they 


become more and more ſpiritual themſelves. 


deholding the Face of Gor, they are Fs, 
4 


from Glory to Glory, into his Image and L 


neſs ; 7 0G ſo much in Heaven, the Temper 


and Frame of their Hearts becomes heavenly ; 
Mens ordinary Company and Exerciſes, have ſuch 
an Influence upon them, that they change their 
Diſpoſitions. Carnal Men by being continually 
converſant about their earthly Affairs, having no- 
thing but Earthineſs leſt upon their Spirits, their 
Thoughts, Affections, their Souls are become 

Vol. XXX. AA eearthly; 
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earthly; their Duties are earthly, their Prayers, 

hen 
they go to Church, when they go to their Cloſets, 
they muſt carry their Earth along with them, or 
On the other 
Side, Chri/tians, by having their Dwellings with 


their-Praiſes, their Hearings, all are earthly: 


Jeave their Hearts behind them. 


Gop, their Delights, their Recreations, their daily 


Buſineſs with Gop ; have the Spirit of Glory and 


of Gop reſting upon them. 


AND thus you ſee what it is to walk in the 8 Irit, 
Look how far a Chriſtian lives in the Spirit, ſo far 
doth he live ſuch a Life as this. 


3- Tris is no Fancy; and if I fail not here, if 
J prove this, I hope Sinners, you will then ſee 
Reaſon enough to take the Enthuſiaſt upon your- 
ſelves. bo 2 


CHRISTIANS, (you that hear me this Day) will 
ou help me in this Proof, this once help me, and 
the Cauſe will go clearly on the Loxp's Side; 
come, and be living Inſtances of this Truth. Will 
vou live according to your Principles, that Life of 
Gop which is within you? Will you live accord- 
ing to your Rules, that Word of Life which is be- 
fore you? Will you follow your Leader, that _ 
Spirit which is given to conduct you? Will you fall 
cloſer to the Praftice of that Godlineſs which you 
profeſs ; will you live in the Obedience of that Spi- 
rit which you have received; will you ſhew your- 
ſelves a Pattern of Faith, of Patience, of Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Holineſs? Will you be dealing leſs about 
theſe earthly Vanities, and be leſs carthly in — 
Dealings; al your Dealings be wholly about 
Heaven and heavenly Things, and will — make 
theſe your Dealings, your Delights? Will you 
labour by being more *converſant” about fpiritual 
| Things, 
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more ſpiritual, more ſpiritually-minded, more ſpi- 
ritually-tempered ? Will you get more clear off the 
Love, and Luſts, and Faſhions, and Ways, and 
Toys of this World ? Will you ſuffer the eternal Spi- 
rit to fill you with his Love, and faſhion you into 
his Likeneſs? Will you forbear any more reſiſting, 
orieving, flighting, quenching his holy Motions ; 
will you hearken to his Counſels, anfwer his Impul- 
ſes? Will you grow on to be more Chriſtians daily, 
more. Saints daily, Saints in Heart, Saints in 


Tongue, Saints in the general Frame of your 


Courſe? Will you make your Graces more viſi- 
ble, your Comforts more viſible, your ſpiritual 
Joys and Delights more viſible; will you let your 
Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they muſt either 
put out their own Eyes, or elſe be forced to ac- 
knowledge that Gop is in you of a Truth? 


BRETHREN, we may much thank ourſelves for 


all our Adverſaries Slanders; we have furniſhed | 
them with Accuſations; by our Walking ſo much 


in the Fleſh, and ſo little in the Spirit, we have 
taught them to queſtion, whether- there be any 
ſuch Thing as //alking in the Spirit. The LorD 
pirdon us, the LoRD make us ſenſible of it, we 
haye brought up an evil Report upon our Gop, 
upon his Spirit, Goſpel, and Ways; and for ought 
we know, have undone many poor Wretches, by 
hardning them in their Miſconceits of Religion : 
There hath been ſo much Droſs in our Gold, fo 
much Aſhes upon our Fire, ſo much Earth upon 
our Spirits; our Light hath been ſo dim, our Graces 
hath been ſo low, our good Works have been fo 


ſpare, and ſo thin, that we have made them bold 
to ſay, we are not what we are, but are a meer , 
Lie and Deceit; and we have now no ſuch Way 


to vindicate ourſelves, our Religion, to juſtify our 
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Things, and in ſpiritual Exerciſes, to become 
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Gop and his Goſpel, as by blowing up the Coals, 
ſhaking off our Aſhes, ſtirring up the Graces of 
God within us, and letting them have their per- 
fect Work in us. Will you hearken to me in this? 
Then I ſhall be bold to bring you forth as Wit- 
neſſes for Gop and his Truth. wever, though 
upon your Account it would be the more com- 
fortable ; 05 if you ſhould fail me, I have ſufficient 
Proof at Hand. For, 


Ir this Walking in the Spirit be a Fancy, then 
_ damnable Abſurdities will unavoidably fol- 
W: | 


1. THAT the Spicit of the Loxd is. unfaithful 
in his Office. 


2. THAT Gop Himſelf is falſe in his Promiſe. 


3. THAT the Devil doth more to the damning 
of Souls, than the Spirit of Gop to the ſaving 
them. $1 : 25 , bs S. LF 


4. Tur Gop hath no People, no peculiar 
People in the World. "Oy 


1. IF walking in the Spirit be a Fancy, the Spi- 
rit is unfaithful in his G Thar the Spirit of 
God'is given to the People of God, to every one 
of them, is ſo plainly aſlerted, that he muſt deny 
the Scriptures that doth not grant it, Rom. viii. q 
Ye ere not in the Fleſh, but in the Spirit, if ſo be 
that the Spirit Gop dwell in you. Now if any 
Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. 
That there are certain Operations of the Spirit, 
Which he is by Office to perform, is as certain; as, 

I. To enlighten ; Therefore he is called the Spirit 70 
Hiſdem and Revelation, Epheſ. i. 17, 18. 2. To 

ſandtyy; 
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ſan&ify ; Therefore Sanctification is called, The 
Sancti fication of the Spirit, 2 Thel. ii. 13. 3. To 
lead, John xvi. 13. He ſhall lead you into all Truth. 
4. To aſſiſi and help, Rom. viii. 26. Ezek. xxxvi. 
27. 5. To comfort; Therefore is He called, The 
Comforter. If the Spirit of the Lok p doth this 
Office, then there are Perſons that are enlightned, 
ſanctified, led, aſſiſted, comforted by Him: If 
there be none ſuch, if the Comfort of Chriſtians 
be but pretended; if their Light, their Help, their 
Quicknings, their Encouragements, be all Fancies, 
if they be but led in Conceit, quickned in Conceit, 
comforted in Conceit, then where is the Spirit's 
Faithfulneſs ? See what Blaſphemies Men run them- 
ſelves upon before they are aware! Sinners, take 
Heed what you do? you are bold to reproach the 
Saints with the Spirit, but take Heed mean While 
of reproaching the Spirit with Unfaithfulneſs : 
Blaſphemy againſt the Spirit is no ſmall Sin, Though 
every Blaſphemy of the Spirit be not that unpar- 
donable Sin, yet it is a fair Step to it; look to 
yourſelves, | | EY 


2. Ir Walking in the Spirit be a Fancy, then 
Gop Himſelf is falſe in his Promiſe, Ezek. xxxvi. 
27. I will put my Spirit within them, and cauſe 

them to walk in my Statutes. If there be no ſuch 
Thing done, then where is the Promiſe of Gop ? 
He that makes Walking in the Spirit to be nothing 
but Talk, makes the Promiſe of Gop to be no- 
thing but Words. | | 


3. Ir Walking in the Spirit be but a Fancy, 
then the Devil doth more to the deſtroying of Souls, 
than the Spirit of the Lox p doth to the Salvation 
of Souls. Let us conſider again that Scripture, 
 Epbeſ. ii. 2. wherein in Time paſt ye walked ac- 
coraing to the Courſe of this Merld, according to the 
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Prince of the Power of the Air, the Spirit that now 


worketh in the Children of Diſobedience. There are 


two Things there obſervable to our Purpoſe; 1. Sin- 
ners are led by the Devil. 2. They are are afliſted 
. excited by the Devil. 1. They are led by the 


vil. They walk on according to ibe Prince of the 


Power, of the, Ain ; afFording, to his Guidance, 
according to his Mind and Will, he hath them 
at, his Beck. When he ſays, Ce, they go; and 


when. he lays, Come, they come j by when, 
ut how comes. 


he fays, Do this, they do it. B 
this ta pals, that the Nevil can hold. ſuch, an Hand 


over them, can lead them thus at Pleaſure ? als : 


2. They. are afhſted, and excited by, the Devil; 
that evil Spirit works in them, ſuggeſts evil 
Thoughts to them, and thereþy.excites, and pro- 
vokes, and ſets them to work.] The Devil is ſaid, 
775 v. te fl the Hearts of Alanias and Saphira ta 


ie Again the Hey G be; and when he had once 


put. a Lie into, their Hearts, their, Hearts preſently 


put a Lie into their Mouths. When the Devil hath 


wrought Wickedneſs in the Hearts of Sinners, 
then they prefently fall to working it out. When 
wicked Men lie, it is the Devil lies in them; when 
they curſe and rage, and ſwell with Madneſs, the De- 
vil rages in them; the Luſts of Men bring forth Adul- 
teries, Drunkenneſs, Riot, Revell ings, * Devil lies 
within blowing up the Coals. Is this but n 
that wicked Men walk in ibe Spirit, that uncleap Spi- 
rit? That the Devil draws them on, and drives 
them on, and helps them on, and hardens them on 
in their WickedneG ? Now, if. it be no Fancy, that 
wicked Men walk in the Spirit, can you conceive it 


ta be but a Fancy, that the Saints 2ya/F in the Spie 


rit? If. the Devil. warks, Lies, aud Oaths, and 


Curſes in the Hearts of- Sinners, you may. well al- 


Jow, that the Spirit of Gon works Duties, Prayers, 
or Praiſes, in the Hearts of the Saints. Could a 
poor Chriſtian, that hath ſo many Corruptions 
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within, ſo many Femptations without, ſo many 
Weaknefles, Difcouragements, - ever follow the 
LoRD againſt them all, if he had no other Spirit 
than his qwn to carry him on? The Saints ſure 
have as much need of that Help which is from 
above, to carry them on in Holineſs unto Life, 
as Sinners have of that which is from beneath, to 
carry them on in Iniquity. to Deſtruction; and 
methinks you ſhould not queſtion but the Spirit of 
Gon will be as active to fave, as the Devil is to 


4. Ir Walking in the Spirit be but a Faney, 
then Gon hath. no People in the World, Rom. 
viii. 14. At many as are led by the Spirit of Gon, 
they are the S of Gor. As. many, that is, juſt 
ſo many, and no more: Gop hath no more Chil- 
dren in the World than there are Perſons that are 
led by the Spirit; to be led by the Spirit, and to 
walk in the Spirit, ſigniſies one and the fame 
Thing : If then there be no ſuch Thing, nor no 
ſuch Perſons in the World to be found, where then 
are Gop's Children? Gon hath no Child, if this 
be ſo: You muſt write the Gop of all the Earth- 
childleſs, a Father without a Child, a King with- 
out a People, if theſe wife Men be true Men; but 
you can hardly call them, who have 


true Men 
robbed the King of Saints of all his Subjects, and 
the Father of Lights of all his Children. 


You ſee now to what a plain Hue this Matter is 
alſo brought: If you be ip the right, then the Spi- 
rit of Gap muſt be unfaithful in his Office, Gop 
muſt he falſe in his Promiſe, the Devil doth more to 
the damning; than the Spirit of Gop doth to the 
loving of Souls; and one of theſe two Things will 
follow hence, either that the Devil is of more 
Might than the Almighty Spirit, or that the _—_— | 
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of Love hath not ſo much Love as the Devil hath 
Malice; and laſtly, that Gop hath no People in 


the World. 


Bor it may be you will yet reply, Well, we 
grant there are thoſe that are led by the Spirit, and 


walk in the Spirit; but when you talk of ſo much 
Spirituality, of ſuch high Notions, as living in the 


Fellowſhip of the Spirit, living in Heaven, when 
ou tell us of ſuch glorious Light, ſuch Raptures of 
oy, ſuch ſpiritual Delights, here are the F ancies; 

theſe are the Things which we cannot but account 

fooliſh Dreams. _ | 


Axp now you think you have hit it at laſt. But 


is not this it which you ſay, The Spirit enlightens, 
but gives no Light : The Enlightned ſee no more 
than the Blind: The Spirit renews Men, and yet 
they are not changed: The Spirit leads the Saints, 
and yet they follow Him juſt as faſt as thoſe that 
have no Legs: The Spirit dwells in them, and yet 
they have no more F ellowſhip or Acquaintance 
with Him, than thoſe that never ſaw Him : The 
Spirit aſſiſts, and yet gives no Help: The Spirit 
comforts, and yet gives no Joy; but after all He 
hath done, leaves them juſt as other Men; and 
whatſoever they pretend to have more, is a meer 
Cheat and Deluſion. The Sum of all comes to 
this, The Spirit doth, and yet doth not; doth 
ſomething, ſome great Thing, and yet that ſome- 
thing is juſt nothing. 


Bur is there no ſuch Life of Gop wherein the 
LorD having gotten the chief Intereſt in the 
Heart, hath alſo the Dominion of the Life ? 1: 
there no ſuch Life, the Buſineſs whereof, is the 
pleaſing and honouring Gop, and the ſeeking that 
Glory and Honour which is from Him? Muſt 
Gop be an Underling to the World, and be put 


of 
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off with our ſpare Hours, which the World will 
allow Him? We were even as good downright 
profeſs we own no Gop at all; or if we muſt have 
one, a Baal, a Niſroch, am Ox, or a Calf, _ 
ſerve us well enough fora God; a God to be fo 
trampled on, or to be ſaid unto, Stand afide, when 
ever the World hath any Thing for us to do. 


Ts there no ſuch ſpiritual Life, the Comforts 
whereof are ſpiritual Comforts, the Pleaſures and 
Delights ſpiritual Pleafures and Delights? Are there 
no Delights in Gop, who is a Well of Life, and 
the Fountain of all Bleſſedneſs? Have the Creatures 
their ſeyeral Sweetneſfes iſſuing from them, the 
Sun its Light, the Fire its Warmth, the Fig-tree 
its Sweetneſs, the Olive-tree its Fatneſs, the Fruits 
of the Earth their pleaſant Taſtes and Smells, the 
Inſtruments. of Mufick their melodious Airs and 
Sounds to. pleaſe, our Senſes, and is the Fountain 
only a dry and unfavou Thing, when the Ciſ- 
terns are fo freſh and full? Have fleſhly Exerciſes 
their ſeveral Pleaſures ? Are the Labours of the 
Huſbandmen, the Fravels of the Merchant, fo 
ſtrangely ſweetned by the Gain and Income of 
them? Are Sports and Plays ſo delightfome to 
Men, that they will fell their Souls for ſueh Plea- 
ſures? And are they the Exerciſes of Religion only: 
that have no Sweetneſs in them? Is it odlinefs 
hay 6 ene hath” no Bud, the Stalk whereof: yields 
no Meat? Or are the Delights and Comforts here- - 
of ſuch flaſhy and airy Things, that we cannot 
tell, when we tafte them, whether we be awake, 
or in a Dream? | FN) 


Oncz more conſider the Scriptures : How 6 
cellent is thy Laving-kindneſs, G Gop ! therefore 
the Children of Men put their Truſt under the Sha- 


dew 


on 
e (er rg > ei 5 46, 4 Ec ne es 
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dow of thy Wings. They ſhall be abundantly ſatisfed 


with the Faineſs of. thy Houſe, and Thou ſhalt make 


them drink of the Rivers of thy Pleaſures ; For with 
Thee is the Fountain of Life, and in thy Light all 
we fee Light. Delight thyſelf in the LORD, and He 
Hall give thee thy Heart's Defire. 

Gladneſs in my Heart, more than in the Time when 
their Corn and Wine increaſed. With Foy ſhall they 
draw Water out of the Wells of Satuaiion. I hem 
baving not ſeen ye love, in whom thargh now. ye ſce 
Aim net, yet believing ye rejoyce, with Foy unſpeata- 
ble and full of Glory. The Peace of Gop, which 
Heth all Underſtanding, keep, your Hearts. Let 


im that. readeth underſtand : Do all theſe ſpeak 
the Life of Saints to be ſuch a dry, and dark, and. 


* 


unpleaſant Life ? 


Ler me further aſk you theſe two-Queſtions. 


1. ARE there any Delights in Heaven? Is there 


apy Joy before the Throne, and in the Face of 
op Are there any Pleaſures at his Right-Hand? 
Noth the Tree of Life, that ſtands in the Midſt of 
the Paradiſe of Gon, yield any pleaſant Fruit? 
Doth the chryſtal River, that runs through the 
City of Gop, yield any pleaſant Streams? Are the 
Exerciſes of Glory, Blefling, Praiſes, and ſinging. 
Hallelyja, are there any Pleaſures in theſe ?. Speak, 
Sinners, what do you think, are there any Delights 


* 


in Heaven? 


” * 


2. Is there not ſomething of that heavenly Joy 

and Delight let down to the Saints here? Whilſt 
they bea: a Part in the ſame Exerciſes, have they 
not a Share in the ſame. Pleaſure? What means 
then the Earneft of their Inheritance, which is. 
given here? The Apoſtle tells. us, Epb. i. 13, 2 5 

1 N , n At 


efire. Thou haſt. put 
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that the Saints, after they had believed, were ſealed 
with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, which is the Earneft 
of our Inheritance, An Earne/t is a Part of that, 
whereof it is an Earneſt, given in Hand: The Ear- 
neſt of our Inheritance, is a Part of the Inheritance. 


BELIEVE it Sinners, Gop's Earneſt is no Jeſt ; 
Gop will not mock his Saints, though you do. 
As Sinners, to their Coft, fo Saints to their Com- 
forts feel that GoD's Earneſt is in earneſt. 


As the Lox p ſometimes cauſes ſome Flaſhings 
of his Wrath to fly our in the Faces, to kin- 
dle in the Souls, and burn in the Bowels of in- 
corrigible Sinners, as an Earneſt of thoſe ever- 
laſting Flames prepared for them, be — hm 
Hell upon Earth; fo doth He let fall ſome Hand- 
fuls of that Harveſt, ſome Drops of that new 
Wine, the fuller Draughts whereof are reſerved 


to that Time, when they ſhall fit down with Him 


in his Kingdom ; and this as the Earneſt of their 
Inheritance; ſomething of the ſame Joys, the fame 
Pleaſures {for Kind) with thoſe that are laid up 
for them, and thereby aſſured to them. 


Arp you will ſtill hold on, and perſuade us, 
that all this is but Fancy ! Then we muſt give the 
ſame Credit to you, that yourſelves would give 
to a Man that was born blind, who had never 
ſeen either Sun or Star, and hearing you dif- 
courſe of them, ſhould laugh at Jen: and tell 
you there were no ſuch Things as Sun, or Stars, 
or Light. You would believe your own Eyes be- 
fore the blind Man's Conſcience, Jon would pity 
rather than credit him, and fo muſt we uu. 


Do ye wonder there ſhoul& be ſuch Things, 
and you not fee them? The Riches of Chriſtians 
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are hidden Riches : The Manna of Saints is hid- 
den Manna: The white Stone, and the new Nan: 
are not within the Ken of vulgar Eyes: Think not 
it is our Pride, or Vanity thus to ſpeak; Doth not 
our Loxp ſay the ſame Things? Revelations ii. 
17. No Man knoweth it, but he that hath it. 1 
Stranger ſhall not meddle with his Foy. "The Sweet. 
neſs of Religion lies deep, the rich Wines are in 
the Cellar, the rich Mines are in the Bowels of the 
Earth; the beſt of Sin is in Sight; the Flower and 
the Cream is at the Top, and the Bran and the Lees 
at the Bottom: Sin is Honey in the Mouth, but 
Wormwood in the Belly. 


_  SINNERsS, have not gone deep enough in 
Religion, to tas to the Pleaſure of it; and will 
you therefore ſay, There is none in it? You may 
as well ſay, There is no Gall and Normibood in Sin, 
2 you have not met with a bitter Drop; that 
all-the Anguiſh, and Horror, that all thoſe Pangs of 
Miſery, thoſe Gnawings, and Torments, that are ſaid 
#0 be in Sin, are meer Fancies, becauſe you have nat 
yet felt them : But ſtay a while, you are not yet at 
the Bottom, the Dregs are yet ſome Draughts low- 
er. Oh the under-ground Fruits of Sin ! When 
theſe ſhall come up, then you ſhall taſte what Gall 
and Gravel there is in it: Never think you are ſe- 
cure from Sorrow; a Draught or two deeper may 
confute you with a Witneſs. And ſo on the other Side, 
there is no Ground to ſuſpect the Sweetneſs of Re- 
ligion is nothing, becauſe ſome Smatterers about it, 
who have only trifled upon the Surface of it, have 
not had the leaſt Taſte of any ſuch Thing. 


Ix you would be perſuaded to go deeper, to ſet 
in more cloſely and thoroughly with a godly Life, 
your own Senſes would at length confute your 


Cenſures; and whatever you have heard ſpoken 
ITE | Con- 
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eoncerning the Comforts and Delights 6f Holi- 
neſs, you would ſay with the Queen of Sheba, 
The one Half was not told me. tabs 4 


WE will freely grant you, that all is not Gold 
that gliſters ; there are falſe Fires, falſe Joys, falſe 
Comforts, which many Pretenders to Chriſtianity 
have boaſted of, who yet have had no Part nor Lor 
in this Matter ; and to ſuch as theſe, both Saints 
and Sinners haye but little Beholding : The Calum- 
nies that light upon them, and the Blindneſs that 
abides on theſe, lie much upon the Score of ſuch 
falſe Lights; but becauſe ſome Men dream they 
are eating, and drinking, or'that they are rich, ar 
making merry, will you therefore that are eatin 
or drinking, or rich, or rejoicing, conclude that 
you alſo are but in a Dream ? Becauſe that there 
are Comets that. ſhine amongſt the Stars, are they 
all Comets ? Are there no Stars ? Becauſe there 
are Glow-worms that ſhine, is the Sun but a 
Glow-worm ?- $113. 3 one 


SHALL I add one Word more? You that yet 
hold the ſame Tune, and ftill - cry out, Aancy, 
Fancy, all is but Fancy; tell me, that I may know 
that you are in earneſt, and believe your own 
Talk; tell me, Dare any of you come and ſubſcribe 
this with your Hand ? "Phis Godlineſs which you 
have been here commending to me, with all its 
Comforts, Joys and Deli ways do utterly renounce 
for ever; let me never know what any Thing of 
this means, nor have my Part hereafter with this 
People. Dare you put your Hand to this? It is 
ſome Comfort to us, to hope that Religion hath 
an Advocate in the Conſciences of its Adverſaries. 

Bur if it have not, yet know, Sinners, That 
Wiſdom ſhall be juſtified of her Children. And 

Vol. XXX. B b —=M 
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as for you, Beware leaſt that come upon you, 
which is ſpoken by the Prophets: Behold, ye Deſpi- 
1 1 wort a Wark in 
your Days, which you wi in no wife belicve though 

« Mon declare it unto you Y Y 


The APPLICATION of the Whole. 


Uſ 1. Tt thus, by che Help of Gov, vin- 
42 of -dicated the good Ways of the Lorn, 
from ils and Reproaches of unreaſonable 
Men ; and proved that the preciſeſt Chriſtians are 
the wiſeſt Men; and that that Godlineſs, which 
is cried down for Folly and Fancy, is indiſpenfibly : 
2 I ſhall now take you by the . 
and lead you, on (as many of you as are 
willing to follow m me) to the Practice of it. And 
in this ; Undertaking, ſhall apply myſelf, 


f 5 x. To the Ungodly. 
” 1. 1 SHALL bak a few Wand- te the Ungodly. 1 


Speak now, O ye fooliſh Sinners; Is Godlineſs of you 
Gon? 3 of. WH or is it not? I; I Buſ 


5 Weight tat you alldge in a þ 
8 755 Ls, I. 
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Laer your Conſciences ſpeak, for to them I ap- 
; whoſe Voice is this, See that you walk cir- 
cumſpedtly Strait is the Gate, 7 Tn is the 
Way that leads to of Gop hath ſe him 
that is godly for 74 ug Habe without 
which no Man fhall » Sinners, 
whoſe Words are theſe * And what do we ſpeak 
more, or other than this ? Dare you ſay concer- 
- the Way of Life, as it hath been deſcribed to 
„If this be Godlineſs let me never ſee Gop. 
"if your Conſciences tell you, this is of 
Gop, this ſtrait Way, is the only ' Way of Lite: 
Then, oh conſider, what is it that you have done > 
whom is it that you have n Mean you 
till to held your Courſe, be it TW or W. 
come- Life, come Death ? N 


10 tire an you, 1 Heart ed 
un on the Lene and whiſpers him thus in 
the Ear. Blaſphemeft - thou Ces 7 revileft thait bis 
Servants, and Lite thou fill go on to pervert the good. 
Ways of the Lo p? Is there any among you that 
—_ enquire, I bat miiſt I do to get into this Hey | 

of Life © Let ſuch of you hearken unto me, bing 

"give berg Were Directions. 


en T am now dealing with vols! abode 


Entrance'u a godly Life : My preſent 
Buſineſs is to 3 Ln Fe Threſhold ; you. 
muſt firſt be Chriſtians, ere you can follow Chri iſt ; 
you muſt firſt enter in at the ſtrait Gate, ere you 
can walk in the narrow Way. Now if ever you 
would attain to the Ns i, of e 
ie this Courſe. - 5 


I. Gar theſe thre Principles deeply 884 in 
B * Tur 


your Ren 


o + > BW © 
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1. THAT the Things which are eternal, are un- 


Geakably more dere, . the Ee with 
are but temporal.. 


Sore 


2. Tuar Thiog not fron, are « x6infullbly cer- 
dun, as the :Lhings which are ſeen, . 


3. Tnar according to your preſent Choic, 
wil be your ern Le HA Yo I 52 noi 


1. Tur the Things which ave Mn are 1 
ſpeakably more ee a the Things wich are 
+ Ted. þ ines! * 15 


Iris Wies fo n what Mor enjoys 
of ſuffer in this World, as what they ſhallienjoy, 
or ſuffer in the World to come. There are good 
Things Temporal, - and good AR ts oe al, 

and there are evil Things Tempe and evil 
Things Eternal; Ne Things Temporal, are 
Meat, and Drink, and Money, and Cloaths, — 
Eaſe, and Pleaſures, and Credit: And the 
Things Eternal, are Glor > and Joy, and Nel, 
and everlaſting Bleſſedneſs: The evil Things 
Temporal, are the Sufferings, Loſſes, Wants, the 
Sorrow and Shame, and Scorn and Torments, that 
Men fall under, or lie under i in this Life; the e- 
vil Things to come, are in one Words; Fall Ven- 
bauer of Ecernal Fre 'o uo nar a3 a toni 


Tus good Things and the evil 1 Things « of this 
Lite, are more perceptible, . having the Advantage 
of their Preſence, and Obviouſnel. to our Senſes : 
The good Things and the evil Things to come, 
are leſs underſtood, having the Diſadvantage of 
their Diſtance, and thoſe Clouds that yet keep them 
out of Sight ; and hereupon thoſe are : flighted, and 


theſe ” ae looked upon as the only conſiderable 
Things; 


Rc 


2 
1 
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Things; till Men be ſet right in theſe Apprehen- 


fions, it will be a e e 1 n 
chem to Chriſt, 


Tas pen, of perſuading Sinners to Chriſt, 
lies mainl 2 ; there is ſo much to be loſt, and 


left for Chr:/?, there is ſo much to be red and 


a n fo much Labour, ſo much Hardfhip 


rouble, that they cannot ſee, how Chriſti- 
3 ever make them amends for what they 

= ike to ſuffer ;, they will not be made ſenſible, 
that Things Eternal, will ballance the Things that 
are before them ; they will not be perſuaded, but 
that they ſhall de great Loſers by hearkening to 
Chri/t: Now, 3 is it that Men are thus fool 
iſh? If they did but clearly underſtand, the vaſt 
Difference that is betwixt the vain Glory of the 
World, and the Weight of that Glory — is to 


come; betwixt the light Afflictions of this Liſe, 


and the aſtoniſhing Torments of _ other 8 
they would be of another Mind ; the great 

tions againſt Godlineſs, would = be all anſwer- 
ed and removed. 


| Troy fa yt, Sinner, it is * W part wi with 
thine Eaſe, — thy Pleaſure, and th 
and thy Delights, which if thou wilt Abe Chop Chriſt, 
thou ſeeſt muſt all go. rn 
to be ſhut out of the everlaſti ngdom, to be 
ſhut out from the Preſence of Gop 1 Art thou in- 
deed of the Mind of that Atheiſt, that faid, He 
would not leave his Part in Paris, for his Part in 
Paradiſe ? Thou canſt not endure the Trouble and 
Perſecution of this World, but how wilt thou en- 
dure the Torments and Plagues of the other World? 
Oh, if thou wert but ſenſible, what that exceedi 
eternal 4 andy of Glory is, what thou wilt fi 


everlaſting to be, then what inſignificant 
1 B b 3 Things 
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Things would all Things that are now befo 
thee appear to be Satan would then want A 

ments to diſſuade Sinners from Chri/t; his tempt- 
ing Trade would quickly grow to be a poor Trade, 
if the Concern of Eternity were clearly underſtood, 
_ duly un wt - 


0 neee the Bont bach bes ſhewed'y ou the 
wonderful Things of Eternity; the true Riches, 
the enduring Subſtance, together with the Worm 
that never dieth, and the Fire that never ſhall be 
quenched : When the Loxp' hath ſhewed you, 
what an Heaven He hath prepared for the Saints, 
what an Oven He hath-prepared for Sinners ; then 

neglect Chriſt if you can, then negle& Holineſs if 
you dare ; then Kok down and fee, what poor con- 
demptible Things the Pleaſures and the Suffering; 
here appear to be. Oh ſtudy Things Eternal more, 
launch forth into theſe Deeps, dwell upon the Medi- 
tations of them, till your Hearts, and all that is 

within you, confeſs that Things preſent are TEN 
to Things to come. | 


2. THAT the Thing s which are not ſeen, are àt 
ifallibly certain as 9 Things that are Jeong | 


Tuenz 13 cb Atheiſm and Infidelity in 
the Hearts of Men; and more than they are aware 
of: If they do not peremptorily conclude, there 
are no ſuch Things; yet are there not many, 
whoſe Hearts queſtion at leaſt, whether there be 
any ſuch Things or no? We have read and heard 
of another World, but no Mortal ever faw it; 
who ever hath aſcended up to Heaven; and hath 
brought us Word what he had ſeen there ? Who 
ever bath deſcended into the Deep, and brought 
us up Tidings thence? It may be there may be 


no wen Matter. If we 5 ſpeak with 2 
| t 
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that bath been there, that would be ſomething 
to aſſure us. But what if it appears, that you 
may have as great Certainty of theſe Things, as 
if one ſhould riſe from the Dead, and come and 
tell you? Do not the Scriptures tell you of ſuch 
Things? The Scriptures are a ſure Word, and 
there is as unqueſtionable Evidence of the Truth 
of what they ſpeak; and you have as great Rea- 
ſon to believe them, as if you had the Teſtimony 
of one Taifed from the Dead. FL PORE: NON 


BELOVED, if you. ſhould ſee before your Eyes, 
Perſons rifing from the Dead; if one ſhould come 
down from Heaven, and come in here into this 
Congregation, in all his glorious' Robes, with his 
Palm in his Hand; his Crown on his Head, the 
Joy and Glory of the Lord fhining forth in 
„ his Face, and ſhould declare unto you wonder» 
« WW ful Things that his Eyes had ſeen, and his Heart 
3 had been raviſhed with in the Preſence of Gop : 
lf you ſhoud fee another coming up out of the 
Deep, with his Chains of Darkneſs upon him, 
wich the Smell of that Infernal Fire and Brim- 
s ſtone about him, with the Print of the Dragon's 

Claws appearing in his Fleſh, and the Blackneſs 
of that ſmoaking Furnace ſticking on his Face, 
n and hideouſly roaring out the Anguiſh he felt 
e burning in his Bowels, ſhould tell you, this rs 
e BB Vet 2 of them that now not Gon. If you 
„ chould ſee two fuch Sights appearing this Hour 


ze | here in the midſt of You, would you not think 4 
+ vou had Reaſon to believe, there were an Heaven _— 
and an Hell? This Word which is before you, - 


h is a far greater, and a more certain Evidence, than 
10 if Tidings were thus brought to you by Perſons 
ht riſing from the Dead. And if you will not give 
be Credit to this Teſtimony of Gop, neither would 
ne | you give Credit to any ſuch Teſtimony, R 1 
LEY. eve 
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Gon, believe Him N L aa on Earth, 
aud now daily ſpeaks to eaven; believe 
that Word Which is be — rep in Which a appear 
ſuch Beams of Divine Light, ſuch an Impreſs of 
Divine Purity, which hath, been, ſo atteſted. by a 
Divine Power, in mighty Signs and Wonders, that 
ou may as well, queſtion whether the Sun hath 
t, as whether his Word bath Truth : Believe 
this Ward to be certain, and then queſtion if you 
can, whether the Things not ſeen are certain or 
no. 


"Lex theſe two Thiag⸗ ſink into your Hearts, 
— be once tte and eſtabliſhed in the 
Importance, and the Truth, and Certainty of theſe 
eternal Things, and then you are gotten fairly 
9 5 in your . nn (ny os and a godly 

8 


On Brethren, if you were once 3 to this 
Paſs, if your Unbelief were removed, your Dark- 
neſs taken away, your Souls awakened, your Eyes 
opened to ſee A marvellous Things as unqueſti- 
onable Truths; would you then — at Godlineſs: 
Would you then ſlight Reproofs, or need any fur- 
ther Conviction 4 5 Folly ? You would have 
an Admoniſher within you, a Remembrancer with- 
in you, a Reprover within 2 ur own Con- 
ſciences would plead with | would conti- 
nually cry in your Ears, W/ ry nin, thou, O Foal? 
De thau not fre a Kingdom befare thee, which may 
be thine, and art thou willing to loſe it? Doſt thou 
4 that e gaping to devour ther ? Ariſe, 
2 el 2 * ht undone before 


thau art atuare. 33 4 


a 3. Taar according to your Chaves 5 in this World, 


870 1 muft be for ever in the Mondi to Jn; 
ov 


my Cy W 


— 
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c Your. chuſing or refuſing Chriſ and his Holy 
Ways, is: that which doth determine your eternal 
State; chuſe Cbriſt, and yu may make Heaven 
ſure to you: refuſe Chri? here, and you will be 
rejected of Him for ever. 


Gop doth offen you this Choice; either the 
ſtrait . and the narrow Way, with that Life of 
Ble ſſedneſs, which is at the farther End of thi 
Way: Or the broad Way, with that Death an- 
Deſtruction to which it leads; Chriſi with his Tote, 
his Crofts. and bit eternal Crown ; or he Devil with 
bis golden Mines, bis Paradiſe, and eternal Priſen 
and all the Parts of each of theſe Offers are link 
gether : Chuſe the Devils golden Mines, and 


ly Paradiſe, and you muſt have his-Priſon toog 


ke Chr at's, Toe and. hjs Crolg, and. you | hall 
hav Nis Crown : Tay ge e the Devil's Pa- 


radiſ&and s Crown: You cannot obtain Life, 
2 ke the narrow Way that leads, to it. 
; Herz is the! Choice; Sinners, that Gop puts 
you th ; this is the Buſineſs of this World to 
chuſe for Eternity: And that which is the Buſi- 
neſs of this Life, is the Buſineſs of this Hour. 
This very little Piece of your Time, and the 
Choice you make now, may be it that Will give 
2 final Determination what your eternal State 
ſhall be: If you make an evil Choice now, you 
may never have a Minute's Time to chuſe again 
for ever. If your Hearts were ſenſible of this, that 
there is ſo much depending upon every Hour of 
our Lives, as Life or Death, Heaven, Hell, or 
ternity, ſure you could not but reaſon thus with 
yourſelves : In it a Time for me to ſtand all the Day 
idle? To be laughing or ſporting, or to be dugg 
and ſcraping for tb Dirt of this Earth? Ii bit 
Time for me to ſtand trifling with Cbriſt and the 
Goſpel, to make ſo many Delays, to make ſo many Ex- 
T2340) cuſes ? 


Wire? Do they turn for 57 ng? $ ure, i 


_ temporal ; That TUG wy 


_ Chre 
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euſes? The Lerms are too high, the Way is 
rait, the Yoke is too heavy, this I cannot 25 
wich ; that I cannot bring my Heart to ſubſcribe 
to ? Is this the Buſjine/s that is now under Debate, 
what my everlaſting State * ye” in which of the 
1wo Regi ons of 2 all ?. Whether 
Ja. Baths © Saint or « Dart 22 of Honour, er 
a rorleing 0 1 ? Whether my 9 7 g Hall be in 
wh lefſedneſs, or in everlaſting 1. 7 5 ? 
OF turn, either for Chrift or 75 the 
at- 


and 8 4 need be eric 4 and. Ling what 
1% Th ie ang 6.4 wu 13 wr; EU 1 8 * ry dy by A 
Terms" Ly he” "firſt pff. A three 


Principles fixed iu your Hearts : 
ternal are much le Letze Aa Th Things 
Yo as certain 
26 the Things that are a your 
preſent Choice depends 3 2 ck: e hub 

and his Ways, and you arg bleſſed W 
112 a vu a undoas! for ever. n Sara 


1 Mohe your du. 


Tong either te the 1 Ken 
lay both Parts before you, with every Link of each; 


„ 


* ” : . ** 
3 2 * 
3 1 
* * +4 £3 1 * 


with his Yoke, his Croſs and his Crown ; or 
the Devil with his Wealth, his Pleaſure and Gunſe: | 
Ant then put'yourſelves to it thus: „ Sou}, thou 


ſeeſt what is before thee, What wilt thou do? 


Which "4 thou have, either the Crown or _ 
Curſe ? If thou chuſe the Crown, remember that 
the Day thou takeſt this, thou muſt be content to 


ſubmit to the- Croſs and Note, the, Service and: 


the Sufferings. of  Chri/f, which are linked to it. 
What ſayſt thou? Hadſt thou rather. take the 


* and Pleaſures of Sin, and venture on the. 
*FY Curſe ? 
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Curſe ? Or wilt thou yield thyſelf a Servant to 
Chrift, and ſo make LE the Crown * 718 


Ir your Hearts a off, and would fain wave the 
Buſineſs, leave them not ſo. If you be unreſolved, 
you are reſolved: If you remain undetermined 
for Cbriſt, you are determined for the Devil. 
Therefore give not off, but follow Hearts 
from Day to Day, let them not reſt, till the Matter 
be brought ane * ſee that W Ne 
good. Choice. | * | 

"he 4 Ip 

THis is your Neg ds good Part, Gop and 
the Bleſſedneſs of the World to come, for your 
Portion and Happineſs ; and in this is included, 
. renouncing the World, and worldly — 
neſs. 


M. Embort with Cori. 


Abyzxrunz yourſelves with Him $. 40 your- 
ſelves upon his Righteouſneſs, as that which all 
bring you to GOD: A a poor captive Exile, that 
is caſt upon a ſtrange Land, a Land of Robbers 
— e. where he is ready to periſh, and 

„either of abiding there, or eſcap- 

5 dogs with Life ; and — at length with 
ilot, that offers to tranſport him ſafely home, he 
embarks with him, and ventures himſelf, and all 
he hath in bis Veſlet.: Do you Hkewiſe; you are 
Exiles from the Preſence of Gon, and fallen into 
a Land of Robbers and Murderers: Your Sim 
are Robbers, your Pleaſures ate Robbers, you,j 
Companions in Sin are Robbers and Thieves: I 


you ſtay where you are, you periſh, and eſcape 


| tome: of yourſelves you cannot: Ghreft offers, if 


you will venture "with Him, He: will bring yo 
Poms wad He wil bring you to Gov: Wal 


Vindiciæ Pietatis: Or, 
now to Him, Lord Jeſus, wilt thou under 
take for me? Wilt thou bring me to Gop, bring me 
into the Land of Promiſe ? Miib Thee will I venture 
elf; I caſt myſelf upon Thee, upon thy Blood, upon 
1 R Righteouſneſs ; I lay up all my Hepes, and ven- 
< , onrogg nter gil, Soul and Body * 


Tuts is doſing with Chrift as your prieſt. Ane 
in this is included your renouncing your own 
Righteouſneſs ;3- you can never, you will never caſt 
yourſelves on Him alone, till all your Hopes in 
2 have given up the Ghoft. 


. Turnz are two Things Which OY nevith- 
rid! be 4 420g in "RT a> 0 e ming 
to 


1 
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1. A DEEP Senſe C his Sin Ns Ai Nen. 8 


2. AN utter Deſpair of binſel; and * 1 Thing 

A. befudes chi. 5 
J. A deep Senke of his Sin and Mikey. 

Þ 2 1> ©; Fo, d F216 

No Man will 
ſee himſelf a Sinner: The Whole 
Phy ſician. Therefore it is ſaid, That the Spirit of 
Gan: when He ſhould come to Chriſtianize the 
World. ſhould in the firſt Place, convinct the World 
of Sing: ohn xvi. 8. He ſhall: convince the World 


of Sin, 


Sins upon their Conſciences, and make them ſee 
themſelves; and feel themſelves the moſt vile and 
abominable of Creatures: Sin hides itſelf from the 
Sinner's Eyes, and all its Vileneſs and/Deformity. 


But the Sp 
 Gops 


regard a Saviour, that- "EY not, 
rd not the, 


E ſhall demonſtrate' them Sinners, bring 
up their Sins before: their Eyes, bring home their 


irit of Gop plucks off the Mantle, and 
3 makes all the Sinner 
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Gods appear to be ſo many Devils; brings forth 
the Blackneſs and Filthineſs of Sin into Sight, makes 
the Sinner ſee himſelf an unclean and abominable 
Thing: And withal, He brings forth the Guilt of 
din, ts all theſe Devils a tormenting the Sinner, 
filling him with Fear, and Terror, and Amaze- 
ment: In this Reſpect he is called the Spirit of 
Bondage, that works Fear and Trouble in the 
Heart : The Spirit's awakening a ſleepy Sinner, is. 
a kind of 3 Hell. Loxp, whatam I 
What mean theſe Legions round about me ? Theſe 
Chains and Fetters that are upon me ? What means 
this black Roll before mine Eyes, of Curſes, and Wrath, 
and Woes ? LoRD, where am I] have I been play- 
ing, and ſporting, and making merry, and my Soul 
in ſuch a Caſe as this But is there no Hope of ef- 
caping out of this wretched State ¶ ſee there is no a- 
biding thus, I am but a dead Man if I continue as T' 
am. What may I ds to be ſaved? © = 


2 
1 *. 
. r q TO 1 
5. _ — Pays” : F 
a * u — — 
© < ip; pas wr + Ur CT ro common 


 Waen he is brought to this, there is ſome 
Way made for his Entertainment of Chr: Let 
this is not all that is needful, but he muſt further 
be brought to, | . 


II. An utter Deſpair of himſelf, and all Things 
elſe beſide Chrift. od? WEES NY) N 2 Sis 


BEIN O made ſenſible of his Sin, and his Dan- 
ger, a Sinner will look for Help and Deliverance ; 
dut he will look every where elſe, before he look 
unto Chrift : Nothing will _ a Sinner to Chris, 
but abſolute Neceſſity: He will try to forſake his 
Sins, will think of leaving his Drunkenneſs, and 
become Sober ; of leaving his Adulteries, and be- 
coming Chaſte, and ſo ſee if by this Means he 
may not "eſcape.' He will go to Prayers, and 
Sermons, and Sacraments, and ſearch out if there 
Vor. XXX. Cc be 


. 


| 85 himſelf a Sinner: 


Ol Sin, 
up their Sins beſore their Eyes, bring home their 


_— 
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ſay now to Him, Lord Feſus, wilt thou under 
take for me ?. Wilt thou bring me to GoD, bring me 


into the Land of Promiſe ? With Thee will I venture 


44 I eaſt myſelf upon Thee, upon thy Blood, upon 
Righteouſne 77 J lay up all my Hepes, and ven- 
ture my _—_ way, Soul and Body with Thee. 


0 Tx mrs is cloling with Chrift as your Prieft. And 

in this is included your renouncing your own 
Righteouſneſs; you can never, you will never caſt 
yourſelves on Him alone, till all your "Ne in 
8 have given up the Ghoft.. 


Tuxxk are two Things which oY neceſſa- 
rily © Gr „ in "og mou a ne err 


* 


I. A DEEP Senſe of his Sin y Mi ery. 


2. AN utter Deſpair of 2 1 and all Thing 
. aue Chriſt ' 


+ F 


1 A deep Senſe f his Sin and Miley. | 


i G 


No Man will 
The Whole regar 
Phy ſician. Therefore it is ſaid, That the Spirit of 
Gen when He ſhould come to Chriſtianize the 
World ſhould in the firſt Place,.convince the World 
of Sin, John xvi. 8. He (hall convince the World 
e ſhall demonſtrate them Sinners, bring 


Sins upon their Conſciences, and make them ſee 
themſelves; and feel themſelves the moſt vile and 
abominable of Creatures: Sin hides itſelf from the 
Sinner's Eyes, and all its Vileneſs and Deformity. 


But the Spirit of Gop plucks off the Mantle, and 


3 makes all Ges, 
| D* 


wed a 8 that: Joch Fn 
d not the, 
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Gods appear to be ſo many Devils ; brings forth 
the Blackneſs and Filthineſs of Sin into Sight, makes 


the Sinner ſee himſelf an unclean and abominable 
Tp And withal, He brings forth the Guilt of 
ets all theſe Devils a tormenting the Sinner, 


Sin 
flling him with Fear, and Terror, and Amaze- 


ment: In this Reſpect he is called the Spirit of 
Bondage, that works Fear and Trouble in the 
Heart: The Spirit's awakening a ſleepy Sinner, is 
a kind of —_— in Hell. Lorxp, whatam T7 - 
giont round about me? Theſe 
Chains and Fetters that are upon me ? What means 
this black Roll before mine Eyes, of Curſes, and Wrath, 


I hat mean theſe 


and Woes ? LORD, where am I] have I been play- 


in ſuch a Caſe as this ? But is there no Hope of e 
caping out of this wretched State T ſee there is no a- 


am. What may I do to be ſaved? 


be brought to, 


unto Chriſt: Nothing will bring a Sinner to Chri/t, 


Sins, will think of leaving his Drunkenneſs, and 
become Sober; of leaving his Adulteries, and be- 


Vor. XXX. ee 


| ing, and ſporting, and making merry, and my Soul 
biding thus, I am but a dead Man if I continue as T' 


Wuzn be is brought to this, there is ſome. 
Way made for his Entertainment of Chri/#: Let 
this is not all that is needful, but he muſt further 


II. An utter Deſpair of himſelf, wr ITS, 


Barno:medy; filled of his Sin md bie D 
ger, a Sinner will look for Help and Deliverance; 
but he will look every where elſe, before he look 


but abſolute Neceſſity: He will try to forſake his 
coming Chaſte, and ſo ſee if by this Means he 


may not eſcape. He will go to Prayers, and 
Sermons, and Sacraments, and ſearch out if * 
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be no Salvation in them: But all theſe, though 
they be uſeful. in their Places, yet looking no 
further, the Sinner ſees there is no Help in them: 
His Righteouſneſs. cannot help him, this is but 
Rags; is Duties cannot help him, theſe may be 

eckoned among his Sins: Ordinances cannot help, 
theſe are but empty, Ciſterns; and all tell him, You 
Knock at a.wrong Door, Salvation is not in us. Mell, 
the Loxn be mercifid to me, faith the Sinner, I hat 
ſhall I de? Abide as 1 am, 1 dare not, and bow. to 
help myſelf I know not; my praying will not help me; 
my CNT not help me ;. if 1 give all my Goods 
to the Poor, if I ſhould give my Body to be burned, all 
this wauld not ſave my Seul Ide is me, what [ball 


3. 


Id and whether ſhall I go. 


AND now, being. ht to this. Diſtreſs, to 
chis utter Loſs, his Deſpair drives him to the 
only Door of Hope that is left pen. Then Chriſi 
will be acceptable, when he ſees none but Chriſt 
can, help him: The Apoſtle tells us, Gat. iii, 23. 
Me are kept under the Law (ſhut up unto the Faith) 
that ſhauld afterwards be revealed : All other Doors 
were ſhut up againſt us, there was na Hope of eſ- 
caping, but by that one Door that was left open, 

The Fach that was afterwards te be revealed. As 
the Beſieged in a City, that haye every Gate 
blocked up, and but one difficult Paſſage left o- 
pen, by. which there is any Poſſibility of eſcaping ; 
thither throng for. the ſaving of their Lives; they 
are ſhut up unto that Door, to which (if there had 
been any other Way open) they would never have 


AnD as Ovi will never be accepted, ſo can 
the Sinner never be received of Him, till he lets go 
all other Props, and truſts. on Him alone. Ghrift 
will have no Sharer with Him in the Work of ſa- 

2 N XZ, 7. 
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ving Souls. Jf ye ſeek Me, let theſe go their Way : 
As He faid 14 4 Caſe, bn not only your 
Sins go, but let your Righteouſneſs go, all the 
Refuges of Lies wherein you have truſted ; let 
all go, if you will have me to be a Refuge to you. 
I came not to call the Righteous; if I ſhould, the 


would not come; or if they come, let them go as 


they came, let them go to their Righteouſneſs in 
which they truſt, and let naked, deſtitute Sinners, 
diſtreſſed Sinners come to Me, who am come to 
this End, to ſeek and to ſave them that are loſt. 


Stun ERS, Will you come now? Will you ven- 


ture here? For this your adventuring on Chrifft, 


you have this three-fold Warrant : 


1. God's Ordination. This is He whom Gop 
the Father hath appointed, and ſent into the World, 
to bring back his Exiles to Himſelf, to ſave Sin- 


ſealed, hath marked Him out for that choſen Per- 
ſon, in whom is Salvation; hath ſealed Him his 
Commiſſion, for the redeeming and reconciling the 
World to Himſelf. As Gop ſaid unto the three 


for Sacri or you, be fhall vr you, for him 
will 7 phos 2809755 Sinners, N 
to my Servant Jeſus, He ſhall offer Sacrifice for 
you, He ſhall make Reconciliation for you, Iſa. 
xlii. 1. Behold my Servant whom 1 uphold, mine El: 


| 

; 
* 
5 
** 
4 
e 


1 Him, He fhall bring forth Fudgment to the Gen- 
. + 


bis Commandment, that we ſhould believe on the Name 
of his Son feſus 3 


ners. This is He whom Gop the Father hath 


Friends of Jeb, when He was angry with them, 
Jab. xlii. 8. Go to my Servant Job, and he ſhall . 


in whom my Soul delighteth ; I have put my Spirit 


2. Gop's Command; 1 John iii. 23. This is 


e 2 3. Tun 
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3. The Promiſe of Gon, 1 Pet. ii. 6. Behold I 
lay in Sion a chief Carner- lone, Eleft, Precious; be 
that believeth en Him, ſhall not be confounded. 


No having this three-fold Warrant, the War. 
rant of Gop's Ordination, Cemmand, and Promiſe, 
you may be bold to adventure on Chi, and to ap- 
«ply yourſelves to Him thus; Lord Feſus, here Tam, a 
poor captive Exile, a loſt Creature, an Enemy toGop, 
under his Wrath and Curſe: Wilt Thou Loxp un- 
dextake for me, reconcile me to God, and fave my 
Soul? Do not Lord refuſe me, for if Thou refute 
me, to whom then ſhall I go? Art not Thou He, 
-and He alone, whom Gov the Father hath ſealed, 
the Saviour of Sinners? The Lord Gon hath 

ſent me to Thee, hath bid me come, He hath com- 


manded me to believe, and caſt myſelf upon Thee. 


\Loxpd Jesus, wilt Thou refuſe to help a diſtreſſed 
Creature, whom the Father hath ſent to Thee for 
thy Help? If T had come on my own Head, or 
in my own Name, Thou mighteſt well have put 
-me back; but ſince I come at the Command of 
the Father, reject me not; Lord help me, Loxo 


ave me. Art Thou not He, concerning whom 


the Father hath promiſed, He that believeth on Him, 
all not be confounded? I come Loxp; I believe 
Lon, I throw myſelf upon thy Grace and Mercy; 
I caſt myſelf upon thy Blood and Bowels, do not 
_ - Fefuſe me. I have not whither elſe to go; here I will 
Ray; I will not ſtir from thy Door; On Thee I will 
truſt, and reſt, and venture myſelf; Gop hath 
laid my Help on Thee, and on Thee I lay ny 
Hope for Pardon, for Life, for Salvation; If 
-perifh, I periſh on thy Shoulders ; If I fink, I fink 
in thy Veſſel; if I die, I die at thy Door; bid me 
not go away, for I will not go. 5 


l 
Chr den, up yourfelyes 
wy YIELD 


„ 


ners, be devoted to his Fear. 


1. Tur He apppoint you your Work; that 0 


them; they muſt be for any Work their Maſter 
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*LYIELD yourſelves to the LorD, that is, as his 
Servants, give up the Dominion and Government 
of yourſelves to Chriff. Neither yield your Members, 
as Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs unto Sin, but yield 
yourſelves to GOD, as thoſe that are alive from h 
Dead, and your Members, as Inſtruments of Righte- 
ouſneſs unto Gop. To whom ye yield yourſelves Ser- 
vants to obey, his Servants you are, to whom you obey. 
Yield yourſelves fo to the Lorp, that you may 
henceforth be the Lord's; I am thine, faith the 
Plalmift. Thoſe that yield themſelves to Sin, and 
the World, their Hearts fay, Sin, I am thine; 
World, I am thine; Riches, I am yours; Plea- 
fures, I am yours, I am thine, faith the Pſalmiſt;; 
devoted to thy Fear, dedicated to thy Service; I 
am thine, ſave me: Give yourſelves to Chriſ Sin- 


AnD this giving yourſelves to Him, muſt be ſuch, 
as ſuppoſes that you be heartily contented ; 


1. Tnar He appoint you your Work. 


2. Tur He appoint you your Station. | 4 


He put you to whatſoever He pleaſeth: Servants, | a 
as 21 muſt do their Maſters Work, fo they £4 
muſt do that Work which their Mafter appoints {1 


hath for them to do, they muſt not pick and chuſe, 
this I will do, and that I will not do ; they muſt 
not ſay, this is too hard, or this is too mean, or 
this may be well enough let alone: Good Servants, 
when they have choſen thejr Maſter, will let their 
Maſter chuſe their Work, and will not diſpute his 
Will, but do it. 5 "I bh 
"TTY CurrsT 
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 CyrIsT hath many Services to be done, ſome 
are more eaſy and honourable, others more diffſi- 
cult and diſgraceful ; ſome are ſuitable to our In- 
_ clinations and Intereſts, others are contrary to 
both: In ſome we may pleaſe Chri/t and pleaſe 
ourſelves, as when He requires us to feed, and 
cloath ourſelves, to provide Things honeſt for our 
own Maintenance, yea, and there are ſome Spi- 
ritual Duties that are more pleaſing than others; 
as to rejoice in the Lorp, to be Bleſſing and 
Praiſing of Gop,: to be feeding ourſelves with the 
Delights and Comforts of Religion; theſe are the 
ſweet: Works of a Chriſtian. * then there are 
other Works, wherein we cannot pleaſe Chriſt, 
but by denying outſelves, as giving and lending, 
bearing and forbearing, reproving Men for their 
Sins, withdrawing from their Company, witneſſin 
againſt their Wickedneſs, confeſſing Chri/t an 
his Name; when it will cot us Shame and Re- 
proach; ſailing againſt the Wind, ſwimming a- 
gainſt the Tide, , MULE contrary to the Time; 
parting with our Eaſe, our Liberties, and Accom- 
modations for the Name of our Lorp IEsus. 


RS © = ty my 


IT is neceſſary, Beloved, to fit down and con- 
fider what it-will coſt you to be the Servants of 
Chrift, and take a thorough Survey of the whole 
Buſineſs of Chriſtianity, and not engage Hand over 
Head, to you know not what. * i 

-Firft, SEE what it is that Chrift doth. expect, 
and then yield yourſelves to his. whole Will; Do 
not think of compounding, or making your own 


Terms with Chr;/?, that will never be allowed you. : 
Go to Chri/, and tell Him, Loxp Ixsus, if 


Thou wilt receive me into thine Houſe, if Thow, 
wilt but own me as thy Servant, I will not ſtand 
| upon 
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upon Terms; impoſe on me what Condition Thou 
pleaſeſt, write down thine own Articles, command. 
me what Thou wilt, put me to any Thing Thou 
ſeeſt good; let me come under thy Roof, let me 
be thy Servant, and ſpare not to command me; I 
will be no longer mine own, but give up myſelf to 
thy Will in all Things. | 


| „nn 1 | | x 8 „ 

2. Tnar. He ſhall appoint you your Station 
and Condition; whether it be higher or lower, a 
proſperous or afflicted State: Be content that 
Cbriſt ſhould both chuſe your Work, and chuſe 
your Condition; that He ſhould have the Com- 
mand of you, and the Diſpoſal of you: Make me 
what Thou wilt, LorÞD, and ſet me where Thou 
wilt; let me be a Veſſel of Silver or Gold, or a 
Veſſel of Wcod or Stone, ſo I be a Veſſel of Ho- 
nour ; of whatſoever Form or Metal, whether 
higher or Jower, finer or coarſer, I am content; 
71 be not the Head, or the Eye, or the Ear, one 
of the nobler and more honourable. Inſtruments 
Thou wilt employ, let me be the Hand, or the 
Foot, one of the moſt laborious, and loweſt, and 
noſt contemptible of all the Servants of my Lozp; 
jet my Dwelling be on the Dunghill, my Portion 
in the Wilderneſs, my Name and my Lot be a- 
mongſt the hewers of Wood, or Drawers of Wa- 
ter, among the Door-keepers of thy Houſe; any 
where, where 1 may be ſerviceable; J put myſelf 
wholly into thy Hands: Put me to what Thou 
wilt, rank me with whom Thou wilt; put me to 
Doing, put me to Suffering, let me be employed 
Ir Thee, or laid aſide for Thee, exalted for Thee, 
! trodden under Foot for Thee; let me be full, 
* me be empty, * have all Things, let me 
2ve nothing, I freely, and heartily reſign all to 
y Pleaſure and Diſpoſal. 4 3) 


Tuts 
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Sovereign Lonxp; and in this is included, your 

Tenouncing the Devil and his. Works, the f leſh 
and its Luſts ; together with your conſenting to all 
the Laws and Ordinances of Chrift, and his pro- 
vidential Government. 


BELoveD, ſuch a Cloſe with Chrift as you have 
here been exhorted to, is that wherein the Eſſence 
of Chriſtianity lies ; when you have choſen the 
incorruptible Crown, that is, when you have cho- 
ſen God to be your Portion and Happineſs ; when 
you have adventured, and laid up your whole In- 
tereſt, and all your — with Chri/t, caſti 
yourſelf wholly upon the Merits of his Ri —. 
neſs; when you have underſtandingly and heartily 
reſign'd, and given up yourſelves to Him, reſolv- 
ing for ever to be at his Command, and at his 
Diſpoſal; then you are Chriſtians indeed, and ne- 
ver till then. Chriſ will be the Saviour of none 
but of his Servants; He is the Author of eternal 
Salvation to thoſe that obey Him; Chriſt will have 
no Servants but by Conſent; his People are a wil- 
ling People; and Chriſi will accept of no Conſent 
but in full to all that He requires; He will be all 
in all, or He will be nothing. . 


| v. Confirm and compleat all this by ſolumm Co- 
_ Gnve yourſelves to the Lonp as his Servants, 
and bind yourſelves to Him as his Covenant-Ser- 
vants. WE OT” 

Upon your entering into Covenant with Gop, 
the Covenant of Gop ſtands firm to you ; Gon 
gives you Leave, every Man, to put in h 


Name 


Tuts is cloſing with Chi, as your King and 


is own 8 
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Name into the Covenant-Grant; if it be not found 
there at laſt, it will be your -own F ault; if it be 
not there, there will be nothing found in the whole 
Covenant belonging unto you; if it be there, all 
is yours; if you have come into the Bond of the 
Covenant, you ſhall have your Share in the Bleſ- 
of the Covenant. Dent. xxvi. 17, 18. Thou 
avouched the Lox n this Day to be thy Gop, 15 
— in his Ways, and to keep his Statutes, and his 
Commandments, and his ents, to hearken to his 


Voice. And the LoRD | th avouched thee this Day 


to be his peculiar People, as He hath promiſed thee. 
Obſerve it, The ſame Day that they avouched the 
Lord to be their Gop, the ſame Day the Lorp 
avoucheth them to be his peculiar People: The 
ſame Day that they engage to keep the Command- 
ments of Gop, the ſame Day the Lon p engageth 
* mann e e n { 7, 11 = " THITIQD 
1 }, 177 

*. — is a two-fold: — midyG09; 
In Profeſſion, in Realiiy : An entring our Names, 


or an e 158 05 our Hearts: The former is done 
m, 


in Baptiſm, by all that are baptized, who by re- 
ceiving that Seal of the Covenant, are viſibly, or 


in Profeſſion, en into it: Go jatier or alſo 


two-fold : * ln 7 6 ** MR 
i Vinroas. Which i is * 5 "ie all thoſe that 
have: ſincerely made that Cloſure with Gop in 
Chrift : Thoſe that have choſen the Loxp, em- 
barked with Chriſt, reſigned up, and ol Per them- 
ſelves to the LorD, are all engaged _ r 
have virtually covenanted with 25 


2. Foxmat. Which is our binding ourſelves 
to the Loxp by ſolemn Vow or Promiſe to ſtand 
to our Choice. And this may be, either only in- 


ward in the Soul; or outward, and expreſſed oo 
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ther by Words, lifting up of the Hand, ſubſcribing 
the Hand, or the like: And that by how much 

the more expreſs and ſolemn our Covenanting with 
God is, by ſo much the more ſenſibly — 
ly is it like to hold our Hearts to Him. 


Now that which I would perſuade vou to, is 
this ſolemn and expreſs covenanting with Gon. 
Providence hath lately — my Hand the 
Advice of a tear Frient.and bia! Labourer in 
the Work of the Loxp about this Matter, toge- 
ther with an excellent Form of Words compoſed 
ſor the Help of weaker Chriſtians, and aptly ac- 
commodated to all the Subſtantials of our "Baptif 
mal Covenant; which having found: 
ance with many, I do with much a Gorthe 
_ eſtabliſhing of Souls in Holineſs and Comfort, 
commend it to the Uſe not only of Con- 
verts, but of the more grown Chriſtians, that have 


net Experimented ahi or the like Courſe. 


Aud in order to the. ad ebia Maner into 
Pradtce, 1 {hall firſt give you thoſe few es 
tions. 


Fi, Szr apart ſome Time, 1 more than once, 
to | BY ſpent in ſecret before the Logp. 


1. In faking earneſtly his ſpecial Aﬀiftance and 
gracious of you. 


the Covenant, as they have been laid before you. 
3. In ſearching your Hearts whether you either 


have already, or can now freely make ſuch a Clo- 


ſure with Gop in Chrif, as you have been exhort- 


ed to. In 3 conſider what your Sins are, and 
examine 


2. Inconfidering diſtinctiy all the Conditions of 


£ 
2 
h 
u 
t 
cl 
ſy 
de 
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examine whether you can reſolve to forego them 
all, Conſider what the Laws of Chri/t are, how 
holy, ſtrict, and ſpiritual, and whether you can 
upon Deliberation make Choice of them all, (even 
thoſe that moſt croſs your Intereſts and corrupt In- 
clinations) as the Rule of your whole Life. Be 
ſure you be clear in theſe Matters, ſee that you 


do not lie unto Gov. | 


Secondly, Composs: your Spirits into the moſt 
ſerious Frame poſſible, ſuitable to a Tranſaction of 
ſo high Importance. 3 


Thirdly, LAV Hold ion the Covenant of Gop, 

and rely upon his Promiſe of giving Grace and 
Strength, whereby you may be enabled to perform 
your! Promiſe. Truſt not to your on Strength, 
to the Strength of your on Reſolutions, but take 

Hold on his:Strength. © 


Fourthly, . Rxsol vx to be a thful. Having en- 
zzged your Hearts, opened your Mouths, and ſub- 
ſcribed with your Hands to the LorpD, þ reſolve in | 
his Strength never to:go'back. — 5 


Laſih, Brixo thus ꝓrepared, on ſome conve- 
nient Lime ſet apart for the Purpoſe, ſet upon the 
Work; and in the moſt ſolemn Manner poſſible, 
23 if the Lon were viſibly- preſent before your 
Eyes, fall down on your Knees, and ſpreading 
forth: your Hands towards Heaven, open your 
Hearts to the Lox n, in theſe or the like Words. 


(YJAOQST d : Gon; for the Paſſion of 

thy Son, I beſeech Thee accept of thy poor 

Prodigal now proſtrating himſelf at thy Door: 1 

have fallen from Thee by mine Iniquity and am 

by Nature a Son of Death, and a thouſand- fold 
| | more 
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more the Child of Hell by my wicked Practice; 
but of thine infinite Grace Thou haſt promiſed 
Et Mercy to me in Ghri/t, if I will but turn to Thee 
| With all my Heart: therefore upon the Call of thy 
| Goſpel, I am now come in, and throwing down 
* my Weapons, ſubmit myſelf to thy Mercy. 


1 Ax becauſe Thou requireſt, as the Condition 
| of my Peace with Thee, that I ſhould put away | 
. mine Idols, and be at Defiance with all thine E- 
nemies, which I acknowledge I have wickedlv 
ſided with againſt Thee, I here from the Botton 
of mine Heart renounce them all; firmly cov- 

nanting with Thee, not to allow myſelf in «. 

know Sin, but conſcienciouſly to uſe all the Means, 
that I know Thou haſt preſcribed, for the Deatki 
and utter Deſtruction of all my Corruptions. Ag 


whereas I have formerly,  inordinately and idol : 
frouſly let out my Affections upon the World 
do here reſign my Heart to Thou that madeſt it; es 
humbly proteſting” before thy glorious Majeſty, 1 
that it is the firm Reſolution of my Heart, and E 


951 I do, unfeignedly defire Grace from Thee, 
that when Thou ſhalt call me here unto, I may 
practiſe this my Reſolution, to forſake all that is 
dear unto me in this World, rather than to turn 
from Thee to the Ways of Sin; and that I will 
watch againſt all its Temptations, whether of Pro- 
ſperity or Adverſity, leſt they ſhould withdraw my 
Heart from Thee; beſeeching Thee alſo to help 
me againſt the Temptations of Satan, to whoſe 
wicked Suggeſtions I reſolve, by thy Grace, never 
to yield, And becauſe my own Righteouſneſs is 
but menſtruous Regs, I renounce all Confidence 

4 therein, and acknowledge that I am of myſelf 2 
| _ hopeleſs, helpleſs, undone Creature; without Righ- 

teouſneſs or Streng. * 


* 


1 
8 S-S 


h . 
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Arn forafmuch as Thou haſt, of thy bottom- 
leſs Mercy, offered moſt graciouſly to me wretch- 
ed Sinner, to be again my Gop through Chri/t, 
: if I would accept of Thee; I call Heaven and 
| Earth to record this Day, that I do here ſolemnl 
avouch Thee for the Lon my Gon; and wit 
h all poffible Veneration bowing the Neck of my 
- WH Soul under the Feet of thy moſt Sacred Majeſty, 


7 I do here take Thee the Loa Jenovan, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, for my Portion; and 
4 do give up myſelf, Body and Soul, for thy Ser- 


| vant; promiſing and vowing to ſerve Thee in 
lolineſs and Righteouſneſs, all the Days of my 


An ſince Thou haſt appointed the LoxpD Feſts 
.©briſt the only Means of coming unto Thee, I do 
| , here upon the bended Knees eee accept 
Him as the only new and living Way, by which 
Sinners may have Acceſs to Thee; and do here 
ſolemnly join myſelf in a Marriage-Covenant to 


Him, 


 Q B:E58ED: Feſus, I come to Thee hungry, 
Is wretched, miſerable, blind, and naked; a moſt 
loathſome, polluted Wretch, a guilty, condemn'd 
Malefactor, unworthy: to waſh the Feet of the 
. Servants of my LarD, much more to be ſolemnly 
married to the King of _ but ſince fuch is 
thine unparalell'd Love, I do here with all my 
Power accept Thee, and take Thee for my Head 
and Hufband, for better, for worſe, for richer, 
for poorer, for all Times and: Conditions, to love, 
honour and obey Thee before all others, and this 
to the Death. I embrace Thee in all thine Of- 

ces : I renounce mine own Worthineſs, and do 
here avow Thee for the Loxd my Richteouſnek : 
wh I renounce mine own Wiſdom, and do here take 
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Thee for my only Guide: I renounce mine own 
Will, and take thy Will for my Law. 


AnD ſince Thou haſt told me, I muſt ſuffer if 

I will reign, I do here covenant with Thee, to 

take my as it falls, with Thee, and by thy 

Grace aſſiſting to run all Hazards with Thee, ve- 

rily [png hes neither Life nor Death ſhall 
part between Thee and me.. 


QA 


- 


Ap becauſe Thou haſt n to give 
me = holy Laws, as the Rule of my Life, and 
the Way in which I ſhould walk to thy Kingdom, 

J do here willingly put my Neck under thy Loke, 
and ſet my Shoulder to thy Burden, and ſubſcrib- 
ing to all thy Laws as holy, juſt and good, I ſo- 

lemnly take them, as the Rule of my Words, 
Thoughts and Actions; promiſing, that though 
my Fleſh contradict and rebel, I will endeavour 
order and gavern my whole Life according to th 
Direction, and will not allow myſelf in the Ne- 
glect of any Thing that I know to be my Drury. 


No w, Almighty Gon, Searcher of Hearts, 
| Thou knoweſt that I make this Covenant with 
| Thee this Day, without any known Guile or Re- 


= APY 2 


ſervation, beſeeching Thee, that if Thou eſpieſt I 5 
any Flaw or Falſhood thereig, Thou wouldſt diſ- ; 


cover it to me, and help me to do it aright. 
Ap now, Glory be to Thee, O Gop the Fa- 
_ , ther, whom I ſhall be bold from this Day forward 
to look upon as my Gop and Father; that ever 
Thou ſhouldſt find out ſuch a Way for the Reco- 
very of undone Sinners. Glory be to Thee, O 
Go the Son, who haſt loved me, and waſhed 
me from my Sins in thine own Blood, and 
art now tecame my Saviour and . 7 
E 4/4 * 5] dor 


4 
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Gloty . to Thee, O Gon tlie Holy Ghoſt, who 
by ths Finger of thine Almighty Power, haſt turn- 
ed about my Heart from Sin to Gop. 


O DPREADFUL Jahovan, the Lox D Gop Om- 
nipotent,, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Thou 
art now become: my Covenant riend, and I, 
through thine infininite Grace, am become thy 


Covenant-Servant. Amen. 80 be it. And the * 


Covenant which I have made on! Zarth, let it be 
ratified i in Heaven. þ 


Tun 18 cbm 1 adviſe ary: make, not only in 
Heart, but in Mord; not only in Jord, but in Writ 
ing; and that you would of 2 27 ible Reverence. 
read the Mri Hap before 7 5 


« 


45 if you would 


preſent it t Him as ak 5 4 d: 4 Sed when 
yu have done this,. ſet your" Hand 10 Z; kidh it as a 


Memorial of the ſolemn Tranſations that have paſſed 


det ioeen GOD and you, that you, 1 2221 Recour ſe td: 
tin i" and YO 15 


FSH, 
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